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These questions have been edited for sale. Notes to moderators, except those which provide guidelines for variant answers, have been removed and errors and misleading information have been corrected and/or clarified. Math questions are underlined and mathematical calculation questions are double underlined.
Tossup One. He was a physicist and Nobel laureate. He immigrated to the United States to escape the fascist government of his homeland, Italy, and became instrumental to the development of the atomic bomb. Identify this man, who achieved the first controlled nuclear reaction. A: (Enrico) Fermi

Tossup Two. John Sheffield was its first occupant, having ordered its construction in 1703. Architect John Nash gave it a facelift in 1825, to be followed by the addition of a ballroom in 1856 and a new wing in 1913. It has 600 rooms, fifty acres of gardens, and one of the finest art collections in England. Name this building, the official home of the English monarch since the 1837 coronation of Queen Victoria. A: Buckingham Palace

Tossup Three. Zelda Sayre Fitzgerald once asked Ernest Hemingway whether this man was greater than Jesus. He was a famous entertainer in the early part of this century and is perhaps best known for his role as a cantor’s son who wants to perform vaudeville in “The Jazz Singer”. Identify him. A: (Al) Jolson

Tossup Four. “The state, in choosing men to serve it, takes no notice of their opinions. If they be willing faithfully to serve it, that satisfies.” So said Oliver Cromwell on July 2, 1644, before his Roundheads defeated the Cavaliers of Charles I, securing northern England for the Puritan forces. Identify the site near York at which this battle took place. A: Marston Moor

Tossup Five. His birth date and death date are uncertain. In fact, his very existance is questioned. The only early historical reference to him is in the Annals Cambrae, which says that he and Medraut fell in battle in 528 CE. The earliest legends about him are Welsh and show little resemblance to the poems that Chretien de Troyes composed about him and his companions. Name this famous king, whose name comes from the Latin for “bear” and who was married to Guenevere. A: Arthur

Tossup Six. The world’s only truly handmade automobiles are made by this company. The cars’ frames are made of wood, and each piece of the car is assembled by hand with the exception of the engine. Identify this unique company. A: Morgan
Tossup Seven. “In the end we beat them with Levi 501 jeans. Seventy-two years of Communist indoctrination and propaganda was drowned out by a three-ounce Sony Walkman. A huge totalitarian system…has been brought to its knees because nobody wants to wear Bulgarian shoes…Now they’re lunch, and we’re number one on the planet.” The political commentator and humorist who made this observation has produced such works as Parliament of Whores, Holidays in Hell, Give War a Chance, and Republican Party Reptile. Although only fifty-two, he already has thirty-nine quotes featured in The Columbia Dictionary of Quotations and an inventive phrase used as an example in The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. Identify this remarkable writer. A: (P.J.) O’Rourke

Tossup Eight. On May 2 and 3, 1863, 130,000 Union troops bore down on less than 60,000 Confederates. Lee and Jackson boldly divided their forces, flanked the Union troops, and defeated them. Identify this Virginia battle immortalized in Steven Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage. A: (The Battle of) Chancellorsville
Tossup Nine. During his nine-day visit, he responded to human rights-based criticism with attacks on President Clinton’s Kosovo policy. Idnetify this Chinese Premier who toured the United States in April 1999. A: Zhu Rongyi

Tossup Ten. He had fifty children. Hercules installed him as the ruler of Troy after killing the rest of his family. According to Vergil and Mandelbaum’s translation of him, his last words were a description of Achilles: “He handed off in burial the bloodless corpse of Hector, and sent me in safety back to my kingdom.”. Identify this king of Troy. A: Priam
Your category round choices are Baseball, Politics, and Rock ‘n’ Roll, which is one category, as well as Trains and Railroads and Very Hard National Capitals.

Category Round—Baseball, Politics, and Rock ‘n’ Roll

Given the person, tell whether they are a member of the Baseball Hall of Fame, a member of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, or a former U.S. Vice-President.

Lou Reed A: Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

Travis Jackson A: Baseball Hall of Fame

Wilbert Robinson A: Baseball Hall of Fame

William King A: U.S. Vice-President

Brian Wilson A: Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

Charles Curtis A: U.S. Vice-President

Warren Giles A: Baseball Hall of Fame

George Dallas A: U.S. Vice-President

Eddie Cochran A: Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

Henry Wilson A: U.S. Vice-President

Category Round—Trains and Railroads

Identify the following related to trains and railroads.

The railway which linked New Orleans and San Fransisco in 1881 A: (The) Southern Pacific Railway
The economically crucial railroad of the Kansas region begun in 1863 A: (The) Santa Fe Railroad
The railway extending from Damascus to Medina which was blocked by T.E. Lawrence as part of his successful scheme to occupy Aqaba A: (The) Hejaz Railway

The region whose famous eponymous railroad was partially replaced by the Baikal-Amur Mainline. A: Siberia
The Canadian company, equivalent to Amtrak, which operates most passenger rail service in Canada A: Via Rail

The rail shipping company whose sale sparked a bidding war between CSX and Norfolk Southern in 1996 A: Conrail
Novel which ends with Molly Bloom reciting the line, “frseeeeeeeefronnnng train somewhere whistling the strength those engines have in them like big giants and the water rolling all over and out of them all sides like the end of Loves old sweeeetsonnnng the poor men that have to be out all the night from their wives and families in those roasting engines” A: Ulysses (by James Joyce)

The Southern photographer who crusaded to convey the cultural significance of trains and railroads by means of photographs A: (O. Winston) Link
The owner of the New York Central Railroad who founded an eponymous university in Tennessee A: (Cornelius) Vanderbilt
The 1887 act of Congress which included a series of sweeping regulations on railroads A: (The) Interstate Commerce Act


Category Round—Very Hard National Capitals


Given the country, identify its capital.


India A: New Delhi


Albania A: Tirana


Liechtenstein A: Valduz


Angola A: Luanda


Comoros A: Moroni


Madagascar A: Antananarivo


Grenada A: St. George’s


Vanuatu A: Vila


Ghana A: Accra

Burkina Faso A: Ouagadougou
Tossup Eleven. Hélène Cixous called it “walking through the self toward the dark.” It is a feature of older Indo-European languages, including Classical Greek, describing action which is both passive and reflexive. It does not survive in modern-day languages, although traces of it can be found in Latin. Identify this third voice, which complements the active and passive voices. A: Middle (voice)
Bonus—Literary Languages

Give the native language of each of the following writers for ten points each.

Czeslaw Milosz A: Polish

António José da Silva A: Portuguese
André Brink A: Afrikaans
Tossup Twelve. He was hockey’s first great offensive defenseman. He won the Calder, Norris, Ross, Hart, and Smythe Trophies, some more than once, during his career with the Bruins and Blackhawks. Identify this star who signed with the Bruins at the age of 14 and was elected to the Hockey Hall of Fame in 1979. A: (Bobby) Orr

Bonus—Religious Holidays


Identify these religious holidays from clues for the indicated points.


5: During this month, Muslims abstain from eating during daylight hours. A: Ramadan


10: This day following Mardi Gras marks the beginning of Lent. A: Ash Wednesday

15: This Jewish holiday commemorates the Holocaust. A: Yom Hashoah
Tossup Thirteen. Adam Smith was a major influence on this man, and both John Stuart Mill and Karl Marx claimed to accept his economic views. This economist with obviously diverse appeal began work at a brokerage house at the age of fourteen. He wrote on physiocracy and served in Parliament. He developed the theory of comparative advantage as a counterpart to Smith’s theory of absolute advantage. Identify this economist, the author of The High Price of Bullion and Principles of Political Economy, from which Mill derived the title of his work. A: (David) Ricardo
Bonus—Supreme Court Justices

Identify the following justices currently serving on the U.S. Supreme Court for ten points each.

The Massachussets native who is the most recent Supreme Court appointee A: (Steven) Breyer
The second woman appointed to the High Court A: (Ruth Bader) Ginsburg
Either of the two states which can claim two natives on the current Supreme Court A: Arizona or Virginia
Tossup Fourteen. Antonio Vivaldi and Henry Hadley both wrote symphonic pieces with this title. The name is shared by a hotel and a popular musical group of the 1960s. Identify this climatological phrase. A: (The) Four Seasons
Bonus—Economics

Identify the following related to economics for ten points each.

He is the Nobel laureate, University of Chicago professor, and advocate of the classical school of economics who died in 1993 A: (Milton) Friedman
The marginal cost function is the derivative of this function A: Average total cost
He is the current Secretary of the Treasury A: Robert Rubin

Tossup Fifteen. He was born in Tianjin, China, in 1914. He worked for both Time and Life while developing his ability to graphically and humanistically portray war. Before its publication as a book, his Hiroshima was printed in its entirety in the August 31, 1946 edition of The New Yorker, to the exclusion of any other content. Identify this author of Into the Valley and Men on Bataan who won the 1945 Pulitzer Prize in Fiction for A Bell for Adano. A: (John Richard) Hersey

Bonus—Airports

Identify the following airports for the stated points.

Atlanta’s airport, the largest in the South, for five points A: Hartsfield International

Chicago’s two airports for five points each A: O’Hare and Midway

New York’s three airports for five points each A: Islip, La Guardia, and John F. Kennedy
Tossup Sixteen. His Lamarkian beliefs about genetics caused the development of demonstrably false principles of agriculture. His accomplishments included having his scientific opponents silenced by Stalin in 1935, being granted command of Soviet agriculture in 1936, leading a move to change the USSR’s primary crop from wheat to millet in 1942, once again causing the Soviet scientific establishment to be purged of his rivals in 1948, and failing in an attempt to greatly increase the number of trees in the USSR in 1952. Identify this man, who directed the Institute of Genetics of the Soviet Academy of Sciences from 1940 to 1964 and is arguably responsible for famines in both the USSR and China. A: (Trofin Denesovich) Lysenko

Bonus—Irrational Numbers

Give, rounded to three decimal places, the values of the following irrational numbers for ten points each.

Pi A: 3.142

The square root of two A: 1.414
The square root of three A: 1.732
Tossup Seventeen. A woman from it is the subject of a play by Alphonse Daudet with music by George Bizet. The Roman Emperor Constantine the Great built a palace there and a later Roman conqueror, the similarly named Flavius Claudius Constantinus, was defeated and captured there. King Louis the Blind, or, properly, Louis III, ruled France and, for a time, the Holy Roman Empire from there. The wife of French king Robert II called it her hometown. In 975 CE, its count, William, reclaimed parts of France from the Ottoman Empire. Vincent van Gogh removed an ear there and depicted its arena in a painting. Identify this city in the south of France. A: Arles
Bonus—Objects


Identify these items of scientific interest, 30-20-10.


30: They are what the Macovich Collection collected until its multimillion-dollar sale.


20: They are divided into three classes: stones, irons, and stony irons.

10: They are meteors which have reached the surface of a planet. A: Meteorites
Tossup Eighteen. Joel Shapiro and Frank Stella were two leading painters of this school. It originated in New York in the early 1960s and emphasized pure, reduced forms and colors which did not symbolize anything in particular. Identify this artistic school. A: Minimalism

Bonus—Shakespeare

Identify the Shakespearean play from lines, 30-20-10.

30: “It is a wise father that knows his own child.”

20: “The devil can cite Scripture for his purpose.”

10: “If you prick us do we not bleed? If you tickle us do we not laugh? If you poison us do we not die? And if you wrong us shall we not revenge?” A: (The) Merchant of Venice
Tossup Nineteen. He said, “It isn’t necessary to imagine the world ending in fire or ice—there are two other possibilities: one is paperwork, and the other is nostalgia.” He also said, “Most rock journalism is people who can’t write, interviewing people who can’t talk, for people who can’t read.” Identify this U.S. musican, who onced played a bicycle on The Steve Allen Show, and whose children are Dweezil, Ammet, and Moon Unit. A: (Frank) Zappa
Bonus—Roman Regions

Identify these Italian provinces of Rome for ten points each.

This region was named for the group which inhabited Rome before the Romans did so A: Etruria
The region in southern Italy in which Mt. Vesuvius is located A: Campania
The region bordering France whose name translates to “France on this side of the Alps” A: Cisalpine Gaul

Tossup Twenty. Identify the smallest number greater than 1 that has a perfect square root, a perfect cube root, and a perfect fourth root. A: 4096

Bonus—More American Cities

Identify these American cities for ten points each. NOTE: The state names are not necessary, but do not accept an answer containing an incorrect state name.

It was the first city to have a streetcar system. A: Richmond, Virginia

This fictional city is the home of the Hardy Boys in their series of adventures. A: Bayport

This city is sometimes called the “Las Vegas of the South”. A: Biloxi, Mississippi
