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Questions by David Thorsley of University of Western Ontario

Tossups

1. Inspired by the union leader Slackbridge, the workers of Coketown agitate to strike, but the strike is broken and the workers unpunished except for the unfortunate Stephen Blackpool.  Meanwhile, Louisa Gradgrind, forced by her father to marry factory owner Josiah Bounderby, runs away from home in - for 10 points - which Charles Dickens novel best known for Thomas Gradgrind's opening exhortation "Now, what I want is, Facts."


Answer:  Hard Times

2. Ever since becoming independent this country has had its problems.  First it wasn't recognized by the international community because Greece believed that its name implied that it had expansionist goals; now along with Albania it's being flooded by Kosovar refugees.  For 10 points - identify this landlocked nation that was until a few years ago the southernmost republic of Yugoslavia, with its capital at Skopje.


Answer:  Macedonia

3. Though he lived well past the age of ninety, this physicist's most important work was done in his twenties when he was a graduate student.  It was for this work that he received the first Henri Poincaré Prize and the Nobel Prize for Physics in the same year.  For 10 points - identify this long-lived Frenchman who proposed that an electron has a wavelength inversely proportional to its momentum in 1924.


Answer:  Louis-Victor de Broglie

4. He lives in an apartment measuring two cubic metres, has a fondness for "Old Fortran 800," made up his own words to "She'll be Coming Round the Mountain," and spent most of his life bending girders to make suicide booths.  For 10 points - identify this robot voiced by John DiMaggio on Matt Groening's Futurama.


Answer:  Bender

5. His most famous book is divided into seven main sections, beginning with "The world is everything that is the case," and ending with  "Whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent."  For 10 points identify this Austrian-born philosopher, the author of Philosophical investigations and Tractatus Logico-philosophicus.


Answer:  Ludwig Wittgenstein

6. In 1998, this capital became the largest North American city to elect an openly homosexual mayor when Glen Murray was elected to office.  Right now, Murray is a lot less controversial than Gary Filmon, whose Progressive Conservative government has been accused of financially supporting independent candidates in order to siphon votes from the rival New Democratic Party.  For 10 points - identify this city of the Red River, site of the 1999 Pan-American Games and the capital of Manitoba.


Answer:  Winnipeg

7. The capital of the Islamic Khwarizm empire, it was sacked by Genghis Khan's Mongol army in the 13th century.  After the collapse of the Ilkhan and Djagatai empires left the area in disarray, it became the centre of Tamerlane's empire in 1369.  For 10 points - name this city on the Silk Road in Uzbekistan, mistakenly identified as the Mongol capital in the original version of Sid Meier's Civilization.


Answer:  Samarkand

8.  He is a middle aged  man who rebels with a young woman simply by the act of loving.  A member of the Outer Party, he splits his identity as Everyman, with the most common surname, and the unusual first name he shares with one of the greatest Brits of the century.  He attempts to resist O'Brien, who represents the Thought Police, and loves Julia.  For ten points, name this central character of "1984."

Answer:  _Winston Smith_

9. This painter who died at the age of 27 created a series of frescoes in the church of Santa Maria del Carmine in Florence along with his friend and mentor Masolino.  Considered to be one of the greatest artists of the early Renaissance, he was a heavy influence on later painters such as Michelangelo and Raphael.  For 10 points - identify this painter of the Brancacci Chapel and the Holy Trinity, whose real name was Tommaso Cassai but who is referred to by a nickname meaning "Hulking Tom."

Answer:  Masaccio  

10. This quantity is roughly the same for both xenon and oxygen; that fact helped inspire Neil Bartlett to produce the first compound involving a noble gas.  Generally though, it is higher in elements located closer to the upper right corner of the periodic table.  For 10 points - identify this property of atoms equal to the amount of energy required to remove the outermost electron from a gaseous atom.


Answer:  (first) ionization energy

11. A version of this instrument was developed for the 1871 première of Aïda so that the Triumphal March could be performed on instruments resembling the medieval buisine.  In order to do this, a keying mechanism was added to the buisine, allowing it to play two adjacent harmonic series.  Two more keys were added to create the current form of the instrument, which was also curved into a more compact shape.  For 10 points - identify this instrument also played by the jazz great Dizzy Gillespie.


Answer:  trumpet (accept buisine before "medieval")

12. Officially known as the Promoter of the Faith, the purpose of this Catholic official is to argue against all candidates being considered by the Church for beatification or canonization.  For 10 points - give this two word term, commonly used to describe someone who argues against a cause he or she supports in order to strengthen it, which gave its name to a movie starring Keanu Reeves and Al Pacino.


Answer:  devil's advocate (or advocatus diaboli)

13. Having built suspension bridges across the Niagara and Ohio Rivers, this American engineer was convinced that he would be able to construct a bridge 1595 feet long, despite the fact that it would be over one and half times longer than his other bridges.  The bridge was completed, but not by him - he died due to complications from tetanus soon after construction began in 1869.  For 10 points - identify the engineer who, with his son Washington, designed the Brooklyn Bridge.


Answer:  John Augustus Roebling

14. In 1999, Hammy McMillan of Scotland won the men's world title and Sweden's Elisabet Gustafson won the women's.  It was therefore an unusual year for this sport perennially dominated by broom-wielding Canadians.  For ten points - name the sport, played on a sheet of ice, where players attempt to position rocks close to the button.


Answer:  curling

15. Differing from norepinephrine only by having one fewer OH-group, together the two neurotransmitters are known as catecholamines. An excess of it is linked with schizophrenia, while deficiencies of it cause Parkinson's Disease. FTP name this neurotransmitter, the artificial form of which is marketed as L-DOPA.

Answer: Dopamine

16. It is the site of Hvergelmir, the fountain from which ten rivers flow; this land is also home to the serpent Nidhogg who gnaws on one of the three roots of Yggdrasil.  It is also where Odin's grandfather, the giant Buri, was buried until Audhumla the cow freed him.  For 10 points - identify the land of ice and mist in Norse mythology.


Answer:  Niflheim

17. Commissioned in 1683 to celebrate the breaking of the second Turkish siege of Vienna, it honoured the role of the Viennese bakers who foiled the siege when they heard the Turks digging under the city walls.  Originally known as a Wiener Kifferl, it most likely made its way to Paris through one of the many marriages between French and Austrian royalty.  For ten points - identify this food whose name is French for one of the symbols of Islam.


Answer:  croissant

18. The military aspirations of Francisco Solano López led his nation to ruin in this war, which resulted in his country's population being reduced from 525,000 to 220,000, and territory being lost to both Brazil and Argentina.  Though the dispute that caused the war was initially with Brazil, López also declared war on Argentina, and in 1865 Uruguay joined forces with its larger neighbours.  For 10 points - in which war did these three nations band together to stop Paraguayan aggression?


Answer:  War of the Triple Alliance (Prompt on  Paraguayan War)

19. A student of Franz Boas at Columbia University, her films "Karba's First Years" and "Learning to Dance in Bali" made her among the first in her field to make films to assist in research.  She was also among the first in her field to pay specific attention to the child-rearing customs of different cultures.  For 10 points - identify this anthropologist, author of Male and Female and Coming of Age in Samoa.


Answer:  Margaret Mead

20. This Sri Lanka born poet and author who emigrated to Canada in 1962 gained recognition for his anthology The Collected Works of Billy the Kid and for his novels Coming Through Slaughter and In the Skin of a Lion.  He is also known for making films on Canadian subjects; however, his best known contribution to film is the novel that was adapted into an Oscar-winning best picture.  For 10 points - identify the author of the Booker Prize winning novel The English Patient.


Answer:  Michael Ondaatje

21. Three of the four main islands in this chain gained independence from France in 1975, but the people of Mayotte twice voted to remain under French rule.  Lacking both industry and natural resources, this nation is best known for the perfume oils that can be extracted from its ylang-ylang trees.   For 10 points - identify this island chain in the Mozambique Channel, whose three main islands constitute an independent nation whose capital is Moroni.


Answer:  Comoros

23. This man served as Attorney-General in the cabinet of James Monroe, but earlier he had acted as Secretary of State when he signed an 1817 treaty with the man who 25 years later would become Governor-General of Canada.  For 10 points - identify this man who signed the treaty limiting the number of warships on the Great Lakes with Sir Charles Bagot.


Answer:  Richard Rush

24. The most famous line of this story was used by Thomas Nashe in 1596, a parody of it was published as early as 1730, but the oldest known printed version wasn't published until 1807.  Different versions of this story introduce different characters, including the title character's father and the giant's wife who saves the hero from certain death.  For 10 points - name this story which begins when the title character sells his only cow in return for some beans.


Answer:  Jack and the Beanstalk (or Jack the Giant Killer)

25. Based on a work of Victor Hugo, the title character of this opera is a misshapen court jester. A case of mistaken identity results in the death of his daughter Gilda, whose body he carries away in a sack. FTP name this opera by Giuseppe Verdi which contains the famous aria "La donna e mobile".

Answer: Rigoletto

26. Born on a farm, he had little formal instruction but his writing was encouraged by William Lloyd Garrison. He became a journalist, and in 1831 he published his first collection of poetry, Legends of New England. FTP name this abolitionist poet of Maud Muller, The Barefoot Boy, and Barbara Frietchie.

Answer: John Greenleaf Whittier
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1. Answer the following questions about the 1998 World Cup for the stated number of points.

A. For 5 points, what balding French player scored two goals in the final against Brazil?

Answer:  Zinedine Zidane

B.  For 10 points, which Croatian won the Golden Boot for scoring six goals in the tournament?


Answer:  Davor Suker

C.  For 5 points each, name the three countries that played against the United States in Group F.


Answer:  Germany, Iran, Yugoslavia

2. Identify the British mathematicians from the information provided for 10 points each.

A.  You may have thought he was French, but this Englishman is best known for his theorem on calculating the powers of complex numbers.


Answer:  Abraham de Moivre

B.  Denied higher education as a result of his poverty, his mathematical talent allowed him to be appointed professor at Queen's College in Cork, where he wrote The Laws of Thought.


Answer:  George Boole

C.  This Irishman, who shared his name with a math-hating Scottish philosopher, developed the theory of quaternions.


Answer:  William Hamilton

3. Name  these battles from the War of 1812 for fifteen points each. 

1. Fought on the canadian side of Niagara Falls on July 25th, 1814, the English won this bloodiest battle of the war.

Answer: Lundy's Lane

2. This 1815 battle, a victory for Andrew Jackson, was fought after the ratification of the treaty of Ghent.

Answer: New Orleans

4. Friedrich Nietzsche, never known for being restrained in his views, wrote his first major work on the subject of tragedy.

A. FTP, in what 1872 work did Nietschze discuss two forces that shaped Greek drama?

Answer: The Birth of Tragedy out of the Spirit of Music or Die Geburt der Tragödie aus dem Geiste der Musik

B.  For 5 points each, which two gods did Nietzsche use The Birth of Tragedy to describe the two basic characteristics of history?


Answer:  Apollo, Dionysus

B.  For 10 points, which Greek playwright of Medea and Alcestis did Nietzsche blame for removing the Dionysian elements from tragedy?


Answer:  Euripides

5. Many writers have used pseudonyms for one reason or another when publishing their work.

A.  The Brontë sisters originally published their works as the Bell brothers.  For 5 points each, give the aliases used by Anne, Charlotte, and Emily.


Answer:  Acton, Currer, and Ellis Bell

B.  For 5 points, this 1984 and Animal Farm author's real name was Eric Blair.


Answer:  George Orwell

C.  For 10 points, the American fantasy author James Oliver Rigney Jr. has used the pseudonym Reagan O'Neal, but he is better known for the pseudonym he uses for his unbelievably long series The Wheel of Time.


Answer:  Robert Jordan

6. Answer the following questions about the Society of Tammany for 10 points each.

A.  On what New York avenue was Tammany Hall located?


Answer:  Madison Avenue

B.  Which head of Tammany was arrested in 1871 for defrauding New York City of millions of dollars?


Answer:  William Marcy Tweed

C.  The name Tammany is derived from the name of a chief of which Native American tribe?


Answer:  Delaware (or Lenni-Lenape)

7. Identify the following physical constants expressed in non-standard units for 10 points each.  Note: symbols will not be counted as acceptable answers.

A.  30 inches of mercury


Answer: standard atmospheric pressure


Accept:  standard pressure


Prompt on: pressure alone

B.  1 foot per nanosecond


Answer:  speed of light in a vacuum

C.  22 miles per minute squared


Answer:  acceleration due to gravity at sea level

Note: In standard units, these constants are 101.3 kilopascals, 3 * 108 metres per second, and 9.81 metres per second squared.

8. Last month, the Indian government lost a no-confidence vote 270 votes to 269.

A.  For 15 points, who was forced to resign as Prime Minister as a result of the vote?


Answer:  Atal Bihari Vajpayee

B.  For 10 points, which politician from a famous Indian political family had the opportunity to form a new government as a result of the vote?


Answer:  Sonia Gandhi

C.  For 5 points, what party does Sonia Gandhi lead?


Answer:  Congress Party

9. 30-20-10.  Identify the band from the opening lines of its songs.

A.  "Beside yourself if radio's gonna stay/Reason: it could polish up the gray."

B.  "Mott the Hoople and the Game of Life, yeah yeah yeah yeah."

C.  "That's great, it starts with an earthquake, birds, snakes, an aeroplane, and Lenny Bruce is not afraid."


Answer:  R.E.M.  (The songs are Radio Free Europe, Man on the Moon, and It's the End of the World as We Know It.)

10. Identify these authors who made their name in countries other that the one of their birth for 15 points each on a description, or 5 if you need a list of their works.

A.  For 15 points, this writer born in Poland was known during his life as a writer of stories for boys, but his literary reputation grew after his death.

For 5 points, his works include Nostromo, Lord Jim, and Heart of Darkness.


Answer:  Joseph Conrad

B.  For 15 points, this American-born writer who lived in Paris coined the phrase "The Lost Generation."

For 5 points, her works include The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas and Three Lives.


Answer:  Gertrude Stein

11. Identify the following plants associated with Greco-Roman or Norse mythology.

A.  The river-god Peneus transformed Daphne into this type of tree to protect her from Apollo.


Answer:  laurel

B.  Loki used a sprig of this plant to slay Balder, the only plant that had not promised to do him no harm.


Answer:  mistletoe

C.  This flower sprung up at the side of a pond where a boy of the same name stood gazing at the water for too long.


Answer:  narcissus

12. For 15 points each identify these World War One battles.

1. Fought at the site where Charlemagne's grandsons had signed a treaty, this ten-month trench battle was finally won by Petain in December 1916.

Answer: Verdun 

2. Three battles were fought at this site: the first from 31 october to 17 november 1914, the second on 22 april 1915, the third 31 july to 8 november 1918.

3. Answer: Ypres 

13. Identify the following saints from their feast days.

A.  For 5 points, his feast day is December 6, but he's more closely associated with December 25.


Answer:  St. Nicholas of Myra

B.  For 10 points, December 13, the feast day of this patron saint of eye trouble, is celebrated as the Festival of Lights in Sweden.


Answer:  St. Lucy or Lucia

C.  For 15 points, his feast day is May 1 (today!), which is why many European countries celebrate Labour Day on that date.


Answer:  St. Joseph the Worker

14. Write down the names of these Russian composers: Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, Borodin, and Mussorgsky.  For 10 points each:

A.  Which one died before completing his opera, Prince Igor?


Answer:  Alexander Borodin

B.  Which one wrote the piano composition Pictures at an Exhibition?


Answer:  Modest Mussorgsky

C.  Which one was not a member of the nationalist school of composers known as "The Five"?


Answer:  Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky

15. For ten points each, name the following electrical devices.

A.  This device allows current to flow through it in one direction, but not the other.


Answer:  diode

B.  One type of this device has three terminals: the base, emitter, and collector.


Answer:  bipolar junction transistor

C.  This device acts as a short circuit when direct current is applied and resists any change in the current passing through it.


Answer:  inductor

16. Identify the rivers of Asia from their description, for 10 points each.

This river forms part of the China-North Korea border; China became involved in the Korean war when it crossed this river in 1950

Answer: Yalu  

B. The drainage basin of this Siberian river includes the Verkhoyansk mountains and the Khrebet Kodar.

Answer: Lena

C.  This Chinese river is the site of the controversial Three Gorges dam project.


Answer:  Yangtze

17. Identify the Buster Keaton movies matching the following descriptions for 15 points each.

A.  Thought not allowed to join the Confederate Army, the soldier played by Keaton derails the Union battle plans in this movie named for the locomotive that appears in it.


Answer:  The General

B.  The story of a forbidden romance between a poor riverboat worker and a rich college student, its name is similar to that of the first Mickey Mouse cartoon.


Answer:  Steamboat Bill, Jr.

18. Identify the following works by women authors for 15 points on a description or 5 points on the author's name.

A.  For 15 points, this story centres around

For 5 points, Margaret Atwood.


Answer: The Handmaid's Tale

C. For 15 points, set in the backwoods of Florida, it centers on the relationship between 12-year-old Jody Baxter and the fawn he adopts, Flag. 

D. For 5 points, Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings.


Answer: The Yearling 

19. Identify these people who resisted the expansion of Rome.

A.  The leader a band of Gallic tribes, he was defeated at Alesia and paraded through Rome in 58 B.C.


Answer:  Vercingetorix

B.  The queen of the Iceni, she fought against the Roman invasion of Britain.


Answer:  Boudicca (or equivalents)

C.  This empire first lost Asia Minor to the Romans, then Palestine to the Parthians, and was finally conquered by the Romans in 64 B.C.


Answer:  Seleucid Empire

20. The theme for this bonus is the cultural contributions of Scarborough, Ontario.  For 10 points each:

A.  This Scarborough band, who performs One Week, was prohibited from performing at Toronto's Nathan Phillips Square because mayor Barbara Hall considered their name objectionable.


Answer:  Barenaked Ladies

B.  Although the founder of this restaurant chain had shared his secret recipe with other restaurateurs, the chain's first stand-alone restaurant was opened in Scarborough in 1964, far north of its namesake state.


Answer:  Kentucky Fried Chicken

C.  A recent commercial for this fake-scandinavian furniture chain, taped on a Scarborough beach, shows Vikings raiding a village for its furniture.


Answer:  Ikea

A well known British fantasy author wrote a poem entitled The Death of Beorthnoth, Beorthelm's Son in Anglo-Saxon half line form.

A.  For 5 points, what wrote this poem?


Answer:  John Ronald Reuel Tolkien

B.  For 10 points, what is the other term for the Anglo-Saxon form used in this poem which refers to the repeated use of the same sound at the beginning of each accented syllable?


Answer:  alliterative verse or alliteration

C.  For 15 points, Tolkien's poem describes in detail an event in what tenth-century poem?


Answer:  The Battle of Maldon

Desparate for a psychology question to finish the pack, I turn to the overused reference book An Incomplete Education.  For 10 points each, identify the defence mechanism I am using to deny taking responsibility for relying on such a well-known work.

A.  "An Incomplete Education?  I've never heard of it."

repression

B.  "An Incomplete Education?  How could I have referenced that - I've never read it."

denial

C.  "An Incomplete Education?  That's no good for me - I'm trying to write some tossups on obscure Canadian politicians."

Sublimation

Identify the following species of penguins for 15 points based on their Linnaean classification, or 5 points on a description.

A.  For 15 points, Aptenodytes forsteri

For 5 points, this largest species of penguin is the only one to breed in Antarctica during the winter.


Answer:  emperor penguin

B.  For 15 points, Spheniscus mendiculus

For 5 points, the cold Humboldt current off the west coast of South America allows these penguins to survive just south of the equator.


Answer:  Galapagos penguin

