George Gamow Memorial Tournament – Round 5. Lunch follows this round.

Questions by University of Tennessee-Chattanooga and Edmund Schluessel

Related Tossup/Bonus

1. Set in 1892 London, all the action takes place within 24 hours on the main character’s birthday.

Pursued by an unwanted lover, she is eventually rescued from the disgrace of adultery by a “woman with a past” with whom she spars for most of the play and eventually turns out to be her long-lost mother. FTP, this describes the plot of what Oscar Wilde play named for a gift the main character gets as a birthday gift?

Answer: Lady Windermere’s Fan

B: FTP, for what “crime” was Wilde imprisoned, during which sentence he suffered the injury that would lead to his death?

A: homosexuality
C: FTP, what were Wilde’s last words, a wry commentary on his room’s decor?

A: “either these curtains go or I do”
2. Born March 25th, 1881, he developed his own style of composition, a combination of Wagnerian and Serialist methodologies.  His String Quartet no. 1 of 1908 began a series of masterpieces that some string players refer to as the New Testament, but it was not until his 2nd String Quartet that Hungarian folk influence began to predominate his music.  FTP name this modern composer of the masterpiece Music for Strings, Percussion, and Celeste and the opera Duke Bluebeard’s Castle.     
A: Béla Bartók

FTP, it was in this Hungarian region, now largely in Romania, that Bartok was born.

A: Transylvania
F5PE, give the two countries to which Bartok traveled for the express purpose of collecting folk music, one a then-colony of France?

A: French Algeria and Turkey
3. Born near Winnfield, Louisiana in 1893, he was elected governor in 1928, and began using state funds for such things as hospitals and roads, for which he was promptly impeached, although acquitted, by the state legislature.  In 1930, he became a U.S. Senator, but he didn’t resign his governor’s seat until 1932.  His successor took orders directly from him.  However his great power ended at the Louisiana state capitol on September 8, 1935, when he was assassinated by Carl Weiss.  FTP, name this politician, famous for his slogan, “Every man a king.”

Answer:  Huey P. Long
Name these other governors of the Deep South FTPE:

a. This Arkansas governor used National Guard troops to keep Little Rock high schools segregated.

A: Orval Faubus
b. This four-time Alabama governor later repudiated his segregationist beliefs, though he did turn fire hoses on demonstrators in Birmingham in 1965.

A: George Wallace
4. He is writing a collection short stories and novellas called “Licks of Love,” which will include a remembrance of his most famous character.  Readers will learn what happened to that character’s wife Janice and his son Nelson, from whom the character became estranged over the years before he died in the fourth book named after him.  For 10 points, name this author, whose last story about the former high-school basketball star Harry Angstrom will be called “Rabbit Remembered.”

Answer: John Updike
FTP, This Updike work was adapted into a film featuring Jack Nicholson and, for some reason, Cher.

A: The Witches of Eastwick
FTP, this Nicholson Baker work is about Updike.

A: U and I
5. Born in 1743, this man would become one of the most politically powerful scientists in Europe during his lifetime.  His contributions to science were considerable and he even turned into an experiment his own death at the guillotine.  FTP name this Frenchman who debunked the phlogiston theory and first isolated pure oxygen. 

Answer:  Antoine Lavoisier
One of the nice things about discovering an element is that you get to name it. FTPE:

a. Controversy abounded over naming element 106 after this living person and Los Alamos pioneer, but he conveniently died.

A: Glenn Seaborg
b. This Swedish mining village has no less than four elements named for it.

A: Ytterby (Yttrbium, Yttrium, Terbium, and Erbium)

6. Tolkien described it as more of a long lyrical elegy than an epic.  The hero dies when, after being assisted by the loyal Wiglaf, he stabs and kills a pesky dragon.  This is a long fall from his youth when he could take on monsters solo and rip their arms off with his bare hands.  FTP, Grendel and family were killed by what titular hero of an Old English epic?

Answer: Beowulf

Within 100 for 10 or within 500 for 5, how many lines long is Beowulf?

A: 3180 (3081-3179 FTP; 2681-3681 F5P)

The Beowulf manuscript also contains a copy of what other poem?

A: Judith

7. Some 20 million years ago, the earth’s crust weakened and tore itself apart. In some places this natural divide is up to 100 km (60 miles) wide, while it reaches its narrowest point just north of Nairobi at 45 km wide. It is at its lowest near Lake Turkana. As it heads south, however, sheer cliffs rising 1,900 km (6,232 ft) form at Lake Naivasha, after which it descends again to 580 meters (1, 902 ft). FTP, name this geological feature that essentially separates Kenya from east to west.

Great African Rift Valley

F5PE, name any two of the paleoanthropologist family whose excavations in the Rift Valley have led to many discoveries of hominids such as the skeleton of Turkana Boy?

A: Mary, Louis, and Richard Leakey
FTP, name the excavation site of 3.6-million-year-old footprints discovered by Mary Leakey in 1978.

A: Laetoli
8. Published in 1962, its stories inclued “A Cat-Tale,” which is written alliteratively; “The Damned Human Race,” which is self-explanatory; “Fenimore Cooper’s Literary Offenses,” which rips apart a passage from Last of the Mohicans so well that it would probably make Fenimore Cooper cry like a girl. These essays, along with “Papers of the Adam Family” and the collection’s titular essay are contained in, FTP, what work of Mark Twain that he believed would never be published due to its bitter and satirical nature?

Answer: Letters from the Earth
Answer the following about Mark Twain FTPE:

The years of Twain’s birth and death were both years in which Halley’s comet appeared. Therefore, how old was Mark Twain upon his death in 1910?

A: 76
For how long did Mark Twain serve in the Confederate army before deserting?

A: One day
Category Quiz

1. This unit is equal to 10 to the negative 24 per square centimeter.  It is used with nuclear cross sections to express the probability of an interaction between an incoming particle and the target material.  Its name comes from a scientist exclamation about its large area necessary for one interaction.  FTP give this nuclear unit which sounds like a farmer might put hay in it.  

Answer:  Barn

2. Born in Mamati, he worked in the interior ministry, gaining a reputation as an opponent of corruption.  Elected to the Politburo in 1978, he was named foreign minister in 1985 by Gorbachev, but he resigned in 1990, citing differences with Gorbachev and a fear of dictatorship.  A year later, he helped defeat the potential coup, and again served briefly as foreign minister, before returning home and winning election in 1992 as Chairman of the State Council.  For 10 points, name this Georgian, who recently won re-election as the only president his country has ever had.

Answer: Eduard Shevardnadze
3. She was said to be the daughter of Re (RAH), and in her cult center at Dandarah in Upper Egypt, she was worshiped along with Horus.  But she stood on her own throughout much of Egypt and abroad, for she was the patroness of foreign lands.  She was especially important to women, who wanted to be assimilated with her in the next world, just as men wanted to become Osirus.  Her role as the goddess of women, fertility and love prompted the Greeks to associate her with their own goddess, Aphrodite.  FTP, identify this ancient Egyptian goddess usually represented in the form of a cow.

Answer:  Hathor or Athyr
4. This word, which originally had a quite different meaning from today’s accepted definition, is a shortened form of two words, one of which is the title of a character from Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, more specifically the Reeve. In feudal England, each shire had a reeve who governed and enforced the King’s rule in the shire. At least that was the theory, since according to legends, some shires, particularly Nottingham, proved quite difficult to impose lawfulness over. FTP name this word, which today refers to a high-ranking member of the police force. 

Answer: sheriff
5. Though it is the sixth most common non-English language spoken in America, this language is not the official tongue of its native land. However, it did serve as a base for the country's official language, which was created in 1936. In its own country, it is spoken mostly by people on the main island of Luzon. FTP, identify this  commonly spoken Asian language, a language of the Philippines. 

Answer: Tagalog (accept reasonable pronunciation, but it’s ta-GA-log) 

6. Except for a little instruction from the composer Mily Balakirev, this composer was mostly self-taught, which is perhaps why he used very bold and unorthodox harmonies that he had taken from Russian folk music.  FTP, name this Russian composer whose masterwork include Pictures at an Exhibition and the opera Boris Godunov.  

Ans:  Modest Mussorgsky
Bonuses:

Science -- Crazy Enough to Work After coming to America in 1884 he worked a year for Thomas Edison, then for himself as an independent inventor.  Some of his less well-known ideas were wireless radio communication and a method for detecting ships at sea that was later developed into radar.  He sold some of his patents to George Westinghouse, including the patent for the induction motor, which Westinghouse used to generate alternating current electricity.  For 15 points, name this Croatian-American scientist.

Answer:  Nikola Tesla

Literature -- Crazy Enough to Write This Missouri native attended the University of Missouri and then the Naval Academy before serving in the Navy for 5 years.  After his discharge he dabbled in several other areas before creating such characters as the blind singer Rhysling and Lazarus Long.  F15P name this dean of science fiction writers who wrote such books as The Puppet Masters,  Starship Troopers, and Stranger in a Strange Land.  

Answer:  Robert Heinlein.

US History -- New Yorkers with Guns This man was born in Little Britain, New York on July 26, 1739.  He served in the French and Indian War and later served as a Brigadier General in the American Revolution which prevented his signing the Declaration of Independence.  He was elected as the first governor of New York after the war and would later go on to serve as Vice-President and become the first vice-president to die in office.  F15P name this man who shares his name with the most famous member or Parliament and Funkadelic.  

Answer:  George Clinton
Biology -- Birds dumber than pigeons The North American variety of this bird is given the scientific name is Gallinago gallinago.  It is fairly common and is stocky with short legs and a long beak. F15P name this bird, of which the hunting, along with cow tipping, is a rural sport of the incompetent.  

Answer:  snipe
Social Science -- Proto-Peaceniks He studied mathematics and moral sciences at Trinity College, Cambridge, England, where in 1916 he lost his lectureship for refusing to pay a fine for writing an anti-conscription leaflet, and in 1918, he was jailed for six months for writing an anti-war article.  In 1950, he won a Nobel Prize in literature, but that didn’t keep him from being jailed, with his wife Edith Finch, for inciting to civil disobedience in 1952.  For 15 points, name this philosopher, best known for his commentaries on sexual ethics and his essay “Why I Am Not A Christian.”

Answer:  Bertrand Russell
Anatomy -- Of Two Minds Marsupials lack this structure completely, while if absent in humans, it can result in “Alien Hand Syndrome,” in which people lose the ability to control their non-dominant hand due to the lack of communication between hemispheres of the brain. F15P, what structure is sometimes surgically severed in order to treat epilepsy patients, in spite of the threat of  “Alien Hand”?

Answer: corpus callosum 


Philosophy -- One Thing at a Time His father, who held the Perkins Professorship of Mathematics and Astronomy, said of his son, “he knows more of mathematics now than I ever will, and he makes his brother look like a fool.”  This man maintained an academic position only briefly, and died in poverty and seclusion in 1914.  He composed two original essays, The Fixation of Belief published in 1877 and How to Make Our Ideas Clear published in 1878, the sum of which outlined the philosophy for which William James is usually better remembered.  F15P, identify this founder of pragmatism.  

Answer:  Charles Sanders Peirce (pronounced Purse but accept Pierce)

History -- New Yorkers with Ineffective Guns Son of a Calvinist minister, he lived out the last years of his life in the Bouwerie, his New York farm. He had a wooden leg after an unfortunate expedition to San Martin, but this did not deter the Dutch West India Company from promoting him soon after. F15P name this Dutchman who ruled New Holland until its downfall in 1664 at the hands of the British. 

Peter Stuyvesant
Stretch Round

1. Begun by Chen Menglei and finished by Jiang Tingzi, it consisted of no fewer than 10,000 chapters with a table of contents of 40 chapters and was so large only 64 copies were printed. Entitled “Collection of texts and illustrations old and new”, FTP, name the kind of book described which today has versions by Colliers and Microsoft.

Answer: encyclopedia

2. An early proponent of peaceful coexistence with whites in the Southwest, this chieftain forced his tribe to get along with local whites until he was falsely accused of cattle rustling and captured by U.S. Army Lt. George Bascom in 1861.  He escaped despite three bullet wounds and led his tribe, the Chiricahuas, as well as many other local Apache tribes in a fierce war against the army.  He finally made peace in 1871 with General George Crook.  FTP name this Apache chieftain whose name was later given to one of the largest counties in Arizona.  

Answer:  Cochise
3. Although overshadowed in his lifetime by Newton, among this man’s achievements were explaining the motion of a pendulum (which led to the first successful pendulum clock) and explaining the rings of Saturn.  His greatest achievement however was probably his wave theory of light which he first put forward in 1678 and which was first published in its complete form in 1690.  FTP name this Dutch scientist.  

Answer:  Christiaan Huygens
4. A German spy operating in Great Britain during World War II comes across a secret involving the D-Day invasion that would almost guarantee a Nazi victory at Normandy.  For ten points, name this 1978 novel by Ken Follett that tells the tale of Nazi agent Henry Faber, known by his code name “Die Nadel” (pron. Dee Nah-dull), as he attempts to get his information safely back to Germany before the allied invasion.
Answer: Eye of the Needle
5. It is separated into four main branches: Koshitsu, Shuha, Folk, and Jinja.  Although there is no official doctrine, all practitioners of this religion worship the Kami, which is a collection of deities, famous people from the past, spirits of nature, and mythical objects.  For ten points, name this religion which was formed during the 4th century BC by the natives of Japan.

Answer: Shinto or Shintoism

6. Between 1871 and 1883 he worked as a locomotive fireman, wholesale grocer, and city clerk in Terre Haute, Indiana. In 1885, he served in the Indiana legislature. At the same time, he was an officer of the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen before resigning in 1893 to head the American Railway Union. While in prison in Woodstock, IL, he was converted to socialism by Victor Berger. For 10 points, name this labor leader who won 1,000,000 votes for President from prison in 1920.

Answer:  Eugene Victor Debs
7. The Denver Post has called his new non-fiction work part Jack Kerouac, part William Least Heat-Moon, part travelogue, and part memoir. The collection of essays is not as much about “Roads”, the book’s title, as it is about restlessness. Writing about his all-night interstate drives, these jaunts are therapeutic, a break from the sprawling antique book business he's built in Archer City, Texas, his childhood hometown. FTP, name this author whose most recent fiction novel is “Duane’s Depressed”, the final book in The Last Picture Show trilogy.

Answer: Larry McMurtry
8.  As the self-funded candidate of the Tomorrow Party, he chose as his running mate Pete Ross, a boyhood friend of his longtime rival.  While Newsweek noted his high technology platform might not distinguish him from Al Gore, they failed to mention his many attempts to destroy the world.  For 10 points--name this supervillain opponent of Superman.

answer: Lex Luthor  

Bonuses:

1.30-20-10, give the common first and last name.

30) Ed Rollins, a Republican political strategist, claims that he resigned the Perot campaign in 1992 when Perot seriously considered naming this man, who had been Reagan's first Attorney General, as his running mate, until Rollins pointed out to Perot that he had died two years earlier.

20) A second man with this first and last name was acquitted of raping Patricia Bowman at his family’s compound in Palm Beach, Florida in 1992.  He had been out barhopping with his uncle, Senator Teddy.

10) A third man with this first and last name starred in such films as “Six Degrees of Separation,” “Enemy of the State,” and the forthcoming “Legend of Bagger Vance.”

Answer:  Will(iam) Smith

2. For ten points apiece, name these categories of subatomic particles from the given descriptions.  

They are defined as relatively lightweight elementary particles that are not composed of quarks and include the electron, muon, tau, and neutrino.  

Answer:  Lepton
They are classified as somewhat heavy particles composed of quarks and include the proton, neutron, and pion.  

Answer:  Hadron
These are referred to as “force carriers” between fundamental particles and are responsible for the formation of composite particles such as atoms.  They include the photon, gluon, the W & Z and the graviton.  

Answer:  Boson


3.The BAFTA awards are the British equivalent of the Oscars, and they often follow in step with them.  For 10 point each, name these BAFTA winners from 2000 who didn’t win Oscars.

a) The director of All About My Mother, he beat out Sam Mendes for best director.

Answer: Pedro Almodovar

b) Best supporting actress went not to Angelina Jolie, but to this Brit for her turn in Tea with Mussolini,.  She already has 2 Oscars, though – for California Suite and The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie.

Answer: Dame Maggie Smith

c) Best supporting actor went neither to Oscar’s choice, Michael Caine nor the more deserving Haley Joel Osment, but to this Oscar-nominated co-star of The Talented Mr. Ripley, 

Answer: Jude Law

4. Your genial quizmaster is still bummed out that Haley Joel Osment didn’t get that Oscar for The Sixth Sense.  In honor of Master Osment, FTPE name these icy dead people:

a)  The man who proposed continental drift theory, he died while on a rescue mission in his beloved Greenland.

Answer: Alfred Wegener

b)  His ill-fated 1912 mission did indeed reach the South Pole but found Roald Amundsen’s flag already there.  He and the last of his team perished in a blizzard on the return trip.

Answer:   Robert Falcon Scott

c) America’s most beloved humorist in his time, this Oklahoman died in a 1936 plane crash while being given a tour of Alaska by the noted bush pilot Wiley Post.

Answer: Will Rogers

5. 30-20-10  Name the man
30 pts-  He entered Parliament in 1874 as a Conservative, and served as a secretary to his uncle, the 3rd marquess of Salisbury at the 1878 Congress of Berlin.  

20 pts-  In 1902 he succeeded the marquess as the Prime Minister, where one of his triumphs was the Irish Land Purchase Act of 1903.  He was the first Lord of the Admiralty to serve in Herbert Asquith’s coalition government, and in 1916 he became David Lloyd George’s Foreign Secretary.  

10 pts-  In this position he stated Britain’s support of a Jewish state in Palestine in the oft-quoted declaration that bears his name.  

Answer:  Arthur James Balfour
6. Answer the following about electromagnetic wave propagation, for the stated number of points.
(10)  The frequency of the wave can be determined by dividing what quantity into the speed of light?

Answer:  wavelength
(5,5)  The mutual induction between radiation fields that allows the wave to propagate is described by which two laws?

Answer:  the Ampere-Maxwell (or just Ampere’s) Law and Faraday’s Law

(10)  This is the vector which shows the direction of propagation of the wave’s energy; though it sounds like it’s named for the job it does, it is actually named for an English physicist.

Answer:  the Poynting vector

7. For 5 points each, or 30 for all 5, name the authors of these classical Greek and Roman   works:

Metamophoses     --- Publius Ovidius Naso

De Bello Gallico     --- Gaius Julius Caesar
Phaedra     --- Lucius Annaeus Seneca
Politics     --- Aristotle
Anabasis     --- Xenophon

8. Answer these questions about trilogies FTPE:

A- Calling this series a trilogy is as ridiculous as many of its plotlines, since So Long and Thanks for All the Fish and Mostly Harmless were its fourth and fifth installments.

Answer: The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy
B- All the Pretty Horses, The Crossing and Cities of the Plain comprise this trilogy by Cormac McCarthy.

Answer: The Border Trilogy
C- This author of The Thief, The Dogs, The Beggar and more famously The Cairo Trilogy became the first Arabic writer to win the Nobel Prize for Literature.

Answer: Naguib Mahfouz
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