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First Annual George Gamow Memorial Tournament

Rules Summary

Basics of PACE format:

1. All bonuses bounce back between teams; if a team does not answer correctly on a bonus part, the other team has a chance to “steal” the points with a correct answer.

2. An incorrect buzz never causes a loss of points

3. During tossups, players may NOT confer with their teammates; doing so counts as an automatic wrong answer. Players may confer with teammates during bonuses, but never with coaches or observers

4. The first eight questions of each match are related tossup-bonus; the tossup question, worth ten points, bears a thematic link to the bonus question, worth a possible 20 points

5. The next six questions of each match are category quiz; at the beginning of this section, each team has one minute to study the sheet provided (moderators: tear the last page of the packet off and hand it to the teams) and privately select categories. When a team correctly answers a tossup, it gets to choose a single fifteen-point one-part bonus.

6. In the final eight questions, the stretch round, each tossup is worth 20 points until the “s” in “for ten points” is read. All bonuses are worth up to 30 points.

7. Ties are broken by a best-of-three, tossups and bonuses on the extra stretch-round questions provided.

8. Substitutions may be made between rounds of a match. Substitutions may not be made between teams.

9. The moderator has final say in all disputes. If a dispute persists, wait until the end of the round to determine whether it is moot; if not, it may be resolved at the end of the match. The moderator may refer disputes to the bracket directors (Tim Young, Lisner 430; Andrew Wiseman, Corcoran 302; Hayden Hurst, Lisner 212) and only they may in turn refer the dispute to the tournament director.

10. Moderators have the power to issue warnings for misconduct for any reason they see fit. Obtaining two warnings in one match results in forfeiture of the match. Obtaining a further warning may lead to expulsion from the tournament. All warnings are reported to the tournament director and to PACE and may not be appealed.

