George Gamow Memorial High School Open: October 21, 2000 -- Semifinal

Packet by Matt Weiner of University of Pittsburgh Quizbowl

Related tossup/bonus round

1. In 1977, Smith v. U.S. barred statutory definition of “community standards” of “prurient interest” which, under 1957’s Roth v. U.S, needed to be violated for this to exist. 1973’s Miller v. California also required that material classified as this lack artistic value and depict offensive sexual conduct. For 10 points, identify this First Amendment exception.

ANSWER: obscenity [accept word forms; prompt on Roth v. U.S before it is mentioned]

BONUS. Researchers at Harvard have discovered obscene drinking songs written by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Name these Mozart operas for 10 points each.

•It ends with the title character being taken into hell for his misdeeds, which include attempting to seduce the bride at a wedding, killing the Commendatore, and blaming his own crimes on Leoporello.

ANSWER: Il Dissoluto Punito, Ossia Il Don Giovanni [or “The Rake Punished, or Don Giovanni”]

•The plot of this opera, which was condemned as obscene in the 19th century, centers on a bet made by Alfonso with Ferrando and Guglielmo regarding the fidelity of women.

ANSWER: Cosi fan Tutte, Ossia la Scuola Degli Amanti [or “Women are All the Same, or the School for Lovers”]

2. The Hogle Zoo, the Hansen Planetarium, Summum Pyramid, and the world’s largest genealogical library are other landmarks in this city situated near the Wasatch mountain range on the Jordan River. For 10 points, name this city with a population that is seventy percent Mormon, host of the 2002 Winter Olympics.

ANSWER: Salt Lake City, Utah

BONUS. Name these lakes which are not salty for 10 points each.

•The border between Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of the Congo runs through this elongated lake, the second-deepest body of inland fresh water in the world.

ANSWER: Lake Tanganyika
•This lake, much of whose eastern coast is in Mozambique, has two names: one which was given to it by David Livingstone in 1899, and one which also applies to the country on its west.

ANSWER: Lake Nyasa [or Lake Malawi]

3. It fails to account for solvents such as benzene and dioxane, which do not contain labile hydrogen atoms. One of its originators used H+ [H plus] as the notation for the hydrogen ion; the other used H3O+ [H three O plus], explaining that “the ionised acid is…really an ionised oxonium salt.” For 10 points, identify this theory of acids and bases whose shortcomings prompted the formulation of the Lewis theory.

ANSWER: Brønsted-Lowry Theory

BONUS. Identify these works by Tom Wolfe, author of The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test, for 10 points each.

•This novel might seem to be about Sherman McCoy, wrongly accused of a crime, but is actually about the mindset which pervades New York.

ANSWER: The Bonfire of the Vanities
•In the introduction to this treatise on aesthetics, Wolfe asks, “…has there ever been another place on earth where so many people of wealth and power have paid for and put up with so much architecture they detested as within thy blessed borders today?”

ANSWER: From Bauhaus to Our House


4. In September 2000, Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy co-sponsored a bill allowing antitrust lawsuits against this group. Leahy claims that its members “openly conspire to violate the norms of our antitrust laws, yet…expect to do business with us and to continue to reap the benefits.” For 10 points, name this trade group targeted by Leahy’s “No Oil Producing and Exporting Cartels Act.”

ANSWER: The Organization of Petroleum-Exporting Countries

BONUS. For 10 points apiece, answer the following about other September 2000 U.S. events with an international focus.

•In San Fransisco, U.S. District Judge Vaughn Walker dismissed a lawsuit by former prisoners of war in this country seeking compensation for slave labor.

ANSWER: Japan [accept Nippon; accept Japanese Empire or similar forms]

•The Senate approved a bill establishing this trade status, the new name for what was once called Most Favored Nation status, with China.

ANSWER: permanent normal trade relations (prompt on partial answer)

5. For any body, the change in this vector quantity over time is equal to the product of the net force acting on the body and the time, a product also known as impulse. It is conserved in closed systems even when kinetic energy changes. For 10 points, identify this quantity, denoted by the letter “p”, which is equal to the product of an object’s mass and velocity.

ANSWER: linear momentum (do not accept or prompt on angular momentum)

BONUS. Name these physical laws related to momentum for 10 points each.

•It states that precisely determining both the position and the momentum of a subatomic particle at a given instant is impossible.

ANSWER: Werner Karl Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle
•It was originally proposed as “change in momentum equals net force” but is better known in the mathematically rearranged form, “the product of mass and acceleration equals net force.”

ANSWER: Isaac Newton’s Second Law [or equivalents]
6. Its greatest success on a national level was claiming Speaker of the House Nathaniel Banks as a member for one congressional term. It fared better in the states, electing governors in several states including California and Massachussets, but fell apart before the Civil War. For 10 points, name this party which garnerered twenty-one percent of the popular vote behind its 1856 Presidential candidate, Millard Fillmore.

ANSWER: American Party [accept Know-Nothing Party]

BONUS. Andrew J. Donelson of Tennesee was the American Party’s most successful Vice-Presidential candidate, so kindly identify these people related to the Tennessee Valley Authority for 10 points each.

•As President of the Commonwealth and Southern Holding Corporation, he fought against the TVA, continuing his struggle as the 1940 Republican candidate for President.

ANSWER: Wendell Lewis Willkie
•This thirty-year member of the Senate from Nebraska wrote both the act which created the TVA and the Twentieth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. His support of the New Deal caused him to lose the Republican nomination for his seat in 1942.

ANSWER: George William Norris
7. Originating in Qinhai Province near Tibet, it becomes navigable at Louangphrabang [loo-ANG-fra-BANG], then passes by Kompong Chan and Vientiane [vee-en-tee-AN] before being strengthened by water from Tônlé Sap at Phnom Penh. Soon after leaving Can Tho, it empties into the South China Sea across its namesake delta. For 10 points, name this river which forms the border between Laos and Thailand. 

ANSWER: Mekong River

BONUS. The delta of the Mekong was the site of intense combat during the Vietnam War. For the stated points, answer the following about the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial in Washington, D.C.

•For 10 points, name the architect who, as a senior at Yale, won a competition to design the memorial.

ANSWER: Maya Lin
•By design, the two “arms” of the memorial trace paths to two other Washington landmarks. Name the landmarks for 5 points apiece.

ANSWER: The Lincoln Memorial and the Washington Monument
8. A student of literary history, he promoted John Dryden as a model of poetic excellence, translated the Iliad and Odyssey into English, and edited a 1725 Shakespeare collection. Famous for bon mots, in his Essay on Criticism, he observes that “fools rush in where Angels fear to tread.” For 10 points, name this English author of the mock epics Dunciad and The Rape of the Lock.

ANSWER: Alexander Pope
BONUS. Identify the concept, 20-10.

20: John Locke believed that it forms a political body through which rights can be more effectively exercised, while Thomas Hobbes saw it as a barrier against physical danger alone.

10: It was defined as an “alienation of each associate to the whole community” by Jean-Jacques Rosseau, who used it in the title of a work.

ANSWER: the social contract
Category quiz tossups

1. They are classified into seventy-one families by their parts, which may include lycoproteins, which bind with cellular material; lipid envelopes, which protect the structural proteins; and the nucleocapsid, which coats the proteins. For 10 points, identify these infectious quasi-organisms.

ANSWER: virus [or word forms]

2. At its front is a small boat with two passengers, almost entirely black due to backlighting. A few other watercraft of various sizes are visible in the shadows. A path of orange light streaks down the water, and the same orange color blends with the mists in the sky. For 10 points, identify this 1872 Claude Monet painting which shares part of its name with an artistic movement.

ANSWER: Impression-Sunrise [or Impression, soleil levant]

3. He stole the tools of Hephaestus, Zeus’s sceptre, and Poseidon’s trident; and invented letters and measurement. His thievery and invention careers began early—on the day of his birth, he stole fifty cattle from Apollo and invented the lyre. Other areas of patronage were mining, speech, and athletics. For 10 points, name this Greek god whose was also the divine messenger and herald.

ANSWER: Hermes [accept Mercury before “Hephaestus”]

4. Its seventh article declared twenty-one million dollars in indemnities. An addendum to its eleventh article created “zones of extraterritoriality” in which the law of an offender’s native country, rather than Chinese law, applied. Its fifth article opened Amoy, Ningpo, Foochow, Shanghai, and Canton to British trade. For 10 points, name this 1842 treaty which ended the First Opium War.

ANSWER: Treaty of Nanking [or Treaty of Nanjing]

5. The Tank, Defender, and Vanguard are rarely seen models of this object produced by Sienar Fleet Systems. Soontir Fel of the 181st Fighter Wing was the most legendary pilot of these craft, whose common Interceptor model is called a “squint” by Alliance pilots. For 10 points, identify this general class of Imperial starfighters, named for their engine configuration.

ANSWER: Twin Ion Engine starfighters

6. The fifth century BCE commentator Yaska counted four hundred archaic words in it, supporting claims that is up to twelve thousand years old. Held to be composed by the seven Kavi seers, it is divided into ten mandalas, and the most prominent subjects are Soma, Surya, Agni, and Indra. For 10 points, identify this text whose title suggests that it contains “hymns of wisdom.”

ANSWER: Rig Veda
Category Quiz Boni

Fine Arts: Music

It opens with a passage from the Book of Matthew, “Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. They that sow in tears shall reap in joy,” and ends by quoting Revelation. Its title comes from the composer’s eschewment of the Latin mass in favor of Luther’s vernacular Bible for the text. For 15 points, name this Johannes Brahms work.

ANSWER: German Requiem [accept Ein Deutsches Requiem]

History: European History

It included the reigns of John XXII [John the Twenty-Second], Benedict XII [Benedict the Twelfth], Clement VI [Clement the Sixth], Innocent VI [Innocent the Sixth], and Urban V [Urban the Fifth]. Its historical impact is still felt—no French pope has been elected since, even though the last French pontiff, Gregory XI [Gregory the Ninth], ended it. For 15 points, identify the common name given to this period, began by Clement V [Clement the Fifth], in which the Pope resided not in Rome but in Avignon.

ANSWER: Babylonian Captivity
Literature: European Literature

In order to pay eighty rubles to Petrovitch for it, the protagonist goes without evening tea and does not use candles. However, when this item is acquired, it is stolen; a dissapointment which leads to the death of its owner, a “perpetual titular councillor.” For 15 points, name this Nikolai Gogol story which tells of Akaky Akakyevich’s acquisition and loss of the title garment.

ANSWER: “The Overcoat” [or Shinel]

Religion, Mythology, and Philosophy: Philosophy

This term comes from a Greek word for “debate” which was used by Aristotle to mean “logic.” Its workings were detailed in Georg Hegel’s The Science of Logic in 1812. For 15 points, identify this epistemological [ee-pis-teh-muh-LAH-jih-cull] process consisting of thesis, antithesis, and synthesis.

ANSWER: dialectic
Science: Chemistry

This term generally refers to any simplifying change in an organic compound caused by enzymes;  for example, the conversion of starch to maltose by diastase. For 15 points, identify this chemical process studied by zymologists.

ANSWER: fermentation
Science: Mathematics

It does not apply to Cayley or Lie numbers; in fact, real numbers, complex numbers, and quaternions are the only numbers for which it is necessarily valid. For 15 points, identify this property which states that, for three numbers a, b, and c, a times the product of b and c is equal to c times the product of a and b.

ANSWER: associative property [or equivalents]

Social Science: Anthropology

Their namesake structures, dating to 1000 BCE, were originally garbage dumps, but later types were used for burial, and the “platform” kind, built around 800 BCE, served as the foundations for buildings. The largest example of their work is near Cahokia, Illinois. For 15 points, identify the intuitive name given to this Ohio and Mississippi valley Native American civilization.

ANSWER: Mound Builders (prompt on Mississippian or Cahokian)

Social Science: Economics

If, during a drought, a group of farmers in a small area decides to seed the clouds, and one farmer does not contribute, that farmer’s crops still receive rain. However, if all farmers refuse to pay, the clouds will not be seeded at all. For 15 points, identify this economic policy problem which arises when an entity gets equal benefit from a product whether or not the entity contributes financially.

ANSWER: free rider problem

Stretch round tossups

1. Brian Berg, a 1997 Iowa State architecture graduate, has broken the world record for making these ten times, most recently with a twenty-five foot, four inch model. Those attempting the record must use the standard-size, commercial version of the product without alteration or adhesives. For 10 points—name these structures, whose components may be manufactured by Pinnacle or Bicycle.

ANSWER: houses of cards [or equivalents]

2. “It is an inner thing, within self, to rid…debased actions or inclinations, and exercise constancy and perseverance in achieving a higher moral standard,” says the International Community of Submitters’ website. Its four aspects are the heart, the tongue, the hand, and the sword. For 10 points—give this Arabic word which means “struggle,” not, as commonly believed, “holy war.”

ANSWER: jihad
3. The old expansion standard, Industry Standard Architecture, is being replaced with the higher-capacity Peripheral Component Interconnect, for which models include IEEE 1394 and USB. Besides expansion, there is also an internal type; both types consist of address and data portions. For 10 points—identify this piece of hardware which transmits data between parts of a computer.

ANSWER: bus
4. It was almost lost in Scotland after the victory at Killiecrankie by the forces of Viscount Dundee, but was saved by Dundee’s death. It was not fully secured until the Battle of the Boyne caused the former king to flee to France. For 10 points—name this 1689 event, accompanied by the Declaration of Rights, in which Parliament transferred power from James II to William and Mary.

ANSWER: The Glorious Revolution
5. A 2000 UCLA study posited that this only occurs in men, while the hormone oxytocin causes women to “tend and befriend.” This instinct is characterized by the release of glucose into the bloodstream and an increased heart rate. For 10 points—identify this sympathetic nervous system function which prepares the body to eliminate a source of stress in either of two ways.

ANSWER: the fight or flight response

6. A magnesium atom is at its center, surrounded by four nitrogen atoms which create a porphyrin ring. The nitrogen atoms are bound to CH3 [C H three] in the A type and CHO [C H O] in the B type. For 10 points—name this molecule which absorbs red, violent, and blue light at the start of photosynthesis.

ANSWER: chlorophyll
7. In San Francisco, this work’s protagonist is employed on a streetcar. In St. Louis, the same girl is abused by Mr. Freeman, whose beating by vigilantes causes the girl to stop speaking for a time. The title of this work refers to the maturation of the protagonist in secure but secluded Stamps, Arkansas. For 10 points—name this autobiographical chronicle of childhood travels by Maya Angelou.

ANSWER: I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
8. Many of its passages achieve unusual rythmic conflict by using double-time accents in triple-time measures. Its other grounbreaking features include the first movement’s unprecedented length, the absence of a minuet in the third movement, and the use of a funeral march in the second movement. For 10 points—identify this Beethoven symphony, whose subtitle was changed from Bonaparte to Eroica.

ANSWER: Ludwig van Beethoven’s Third Symphony [or any identifying part of “Ludwig van Beethoven’s Symphony Number 3 in E flat, opus 55”; accept Eroica Symphony before it is mentioned; accept any variation on “Third Symphony” after Beethoven is mentioned]

Stretch Round Boni

1. Identify these photographers for 10 points each.

•A Danish immigrant, he attracted the help of Theodore Roosevelt with his collection of photos of the New York poor, How the Other Half Lives.

ANSWER: Jacob August Riis
•With Edward Weston, he founded the f/64 Group dedicated to the purity of photography as distinct from other arts. He devoted most of his career to photographing nature in the American west but also published a book of photos taken at the Japansese concentration camp in Manzanar.

ANSWER: Ansel Adams
•A student of Samuel Morse, he and his staff documented the Civil War in photographs in accordance with his maxim, “The camera is the eye of history.”

ANSWER: Matthew Brady 

2. Name the cities from landmarks, 15-5.

•15: The Piazza della Signoria and the Church of Santa Croze

5: The Uffizi Gallery

ANSWER: Florence, Italy 

•15: St Hedwig’s Cathedral and the Fernsehturm television tower

5: The Brandenburg Gate

ANSWER: Berlin, Germany

3. Name these forms of Japanese drama for 10 points each.

•Mastered by Chikamatsu Monzaemon, plays in this genre are acted out by puppets while a gidayu sings the story.

ANSWER: bunraku [accept jōruri]

•These plays, often conveying Buddhist messages, are austere and ritualistic; they were often presented alongside a contrasting kyogen comedy.

ANSWER: nō
•One group of actors working in this genre were the onnagata, males impersonating the females who were banned from the Japanese stage from 1629 until the Meiji period. Class conflict is a common them in plays of this genre, which was developed by merchants who could obtain economic but not social mobility.

ANSWER: kabuki
4. Identify these variant forms of football for 10 points each.

•Two teams of fifteen players each attempt to convey a ball through goalposts, for one point, or into a net, for three points, without throwing or carrying the ball.

ANSWER: Gaelic football

•There are inner and outer sets of uprights; any passage of the ball through them is worth one point, except for an undeflected strike through the inner posts, which earns six points.

ANSWER: Australian rules football

•It’s similar to American football, with some exceptions, including a twelfth player called a “slotback,” a longer and wider field, and one-point “rouges” for the kicking team in situations where American football would award touchbacks.

ANSWER: Canadian football

5. Name these biomes for 10 points each.

•Dry summers and wet winters are the norm in this biome, where hardy shrubs are common. It  normally occurs in foothills and temperate coastal areas.

ANSWER: chapparal [prompt on Mediterranean]

• It often occurs in areas where geologic conditions would create a tropical forest, but a disturbance such as overgrazing, fire, or flooding inhibits the growth of dense trees. Instead of forest, plains of long grasses with sporadic trees dominate.

ANSWER: savannah
•Spruce and aspen alternate prevalence in a two-hundred-year cycle in this biome, which is characterized by cold but not inhospitable temperatures and almost exlusive inhabitance by coniferous plants.

ANSWER: taiga
6. Answer the following about the Pragmatic Sanction of 1713 for the stated points each.

•For 10 points, Holy Roman Emperor Charles VI [Charles the Sixth] issued the Sanction to insure that the lands of this royal house, of which Charles was a member, would not be partitioned after Charles’s death.

ANSWER: Hapsburg
•For 5 points, the Sanction provided that a child of Charles, whether male or female, would inherit the Hapsburg lands. The successor was this queen, who ruled for forty years.

ANSWER: Maria Theresa
•Opposition to Maria Theresa’s ascension led to the War of the Austrian Succession, which caused  the loss of a Hapsburg region to another European power. For 10 points, name the region.

ANSWER: Silesia
•For a final 5 points, name the power which held Silesia after the war.

ANSWER: Prussia
7. Given some characters, name the Thornton Wilder play in which they appear for 10 points each.

•George Antrobus and Sabina

ANSWER: The Skin of Our Teeth
•Emily Webb and George Gibb

ANSWER: Our Town
•Barnaby, Malachi, and Vangergelder

ANSWER: The Matchmaker [accept The Merchant of Yonkers; do not accept “Hello, Dolly!”]

8. For 10 points apiece, name the country, given a description of domestic conflict during the 1980s.

•Civil war here between the Farabundo Martí and the ruling junta [hunta] saw the assasination of popular Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero and the El Mozote massacre.

ANSWER: Republic of El Salvador
•In response to the assasination of Pedro Joaquín Chamorro by dictator Anastasio Somoza, the Sandanista National Liberation Front overthrew the government and installed Daniel Ortega as the president of this country.

ANSWER: Republic of Nicaragua
•When the 17-month dictatorship of Efraín Ríos Montt collapsed, military rule was slowly dismantled, culminating in the 1985 election of Marco Vinicio Cerezo as this country’s first civilian president since 1970.

ANSWER: Republic of Guatemala
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