Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2000-01 season

State Competition, Match #2


These questions have been written for use by the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the State level by Shawn Pickrell. These questions are to be used by the Virginia High School League to conduct their Scholastic Bowl competition under the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition.
(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Statecompetition or the schools that are members of the given State before all State champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all State champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.

First period: 15 toss-ups
1.
The third edition of what popular TSR game has recently been released, where players can purchase the Monster Manual, the Dungeon Masters’ Guide and the Players’ Handbook?

ANSWER: DUNGEONS & DRAGONS (do not accept Advanced Dungeons and Dragons)

2.
George I, II, III and IV were the first four members of what British dynasty that was named for the region in northwest Germany from where they came?

ANSWER: HANOVER
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A sports team has a stadium that seats 20,000. A sell-out game is cancelled after fans had paid, and the team offers people who attended free attendance to the make up game. 8,000 people take advantage of this, and the make up game is also a sell-out. How much money did the team make, between the two games, at an average of $20 per ticket?

ANSWER: $640,000 (20,000 for the first game, 12,000 for the second = 32,000 * 20 = 640,000)

4.
Bryophytes are the scientific name for what sort of primitive plants that lack vascular tissue, require environmental water to reproduce and generally form mats of horizontally growing tissue?

ANSWER: MOSSES

First period (continued)

5.
In what George Bernard Shaw play does Henry Higgins instruct the Cockney lass Eliza Doolittle in proper English and manners, a play on which the musical My Fair Lady is based?

ANSWER: PYGMALION
6.
In which of Thomas Paine’s works can the phrase ‘These are the times that try men’s souls’ be found?

ANSWER: THE CRISIS
7.
This substance is created by the hydrolysis of fat with a strong hydroxide, a process called saponification. What is the substance produced by saponification?

ANSWER: SOAP
8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A man wants to dig a ditch that is 1 foot wide and 4 feet deep around his 40 by 60 house. How much dirt does he need to excavate?

ANSWER: 9,600 cubic feet (40 * 60 * 1 * 4 = 9600)

9.
What was the name of the upstate New York political machine that was supported and headed by Martin van Buren, named for the capital of New York?

ANSWER: ALBANY REGENCY
10.
Tisiphone (tih-sih-PHOH-nee), Megaera and Alecto are collectively known by this name. Who are these three sisters that pursue criminals, torturing them until death?

ANSWER: ERINYES or FURIES
11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many minutes are in a week?

ANSWER: 10,080 (24 * 60 * 7)

First period (continued)

12.
What term is used to describe sworn testimony given out of court with no judge present, but the contents of which can be used in an actual trial?

ANSWER: DEPOSITION
13.
What title is given to the leader of an Eastern Orthodox Church, such as the Greek, Serbian or Russian, and who are collectively led by the Ecumenical (BLANK)?

ANSWER: PATRIARCH

14.
Arthur Chipping is a middle-aged teacher at Brookfield School who meets and marries a beautiful young woman on a mountaineering trip. What is this novel by James Hilton that was later made into a movie about a beloved Latin teacher who educates many generations of young men?

ANSWER: GOOD-BYE, MR. CHIPS
15.
What famous experiment attempted to detect the velocity of the Earth with respect to the luminiferous ether, the medium in space which was thought to carry light waves, an experiment which disproved the existence of the ether and enabled Einstein to determine the speed of light was a universal constant?

ANSWER: MICHELSON-MORLEY experiment

Second period: 10 directed questions

Read the questions marked with “A” to the team that selected question set A and the questions marked with “B” to the team that selected question set B.
1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the surface area of a rectangular solid that is 4 inches by 6 inches by 2 inches?

ANSWER: 88 square inches (24 + 24 + 8 + 8 + 12 + 12)

1B.
What is the highest mountain in South America?

ANSWER: Mount ACONCAGUA
2A.
What is the name of the muscular duct that connects the epididymis and the ejaculatory duct?

ANSWER: VAS DEFERENS
2B.
Estella, Miss Havisham and Philip Pirrip, also known as Pip, are characters in what Charles Dickens novel?

ANSWER: GREAT EXPECTATIONS
3A.
Eugene Delacroix is known for his painting of the Massacre on what Greek island?

ANSWER: CHIOS
3B.
War Requiem, Young Person’s Guide to the Orchestra and the opera Peter Grimes are all by what 20th century composer?

ANSWER: Benjamin BRITTEN
4A.
What eight-letter word from the Greek for ‘newly planted’ is used to describe a new convert or a beginner in any endeavor or field?

ANSWER: NEOPHYTE
4B.
What name is given to the temperature and pressure condition where all three phases – gas, liquid and solid – can exist at equilibrium?

ANSWER: TRIPLE POINT
Second period (continued)

5A.
What Islamic dynasty ruled between 661 and 750 AD, and was eventually replaced by the Abbasids?

ANSWER: UMAYYADS
5B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the geometric mean of the numbers 6 and 29?

ANSWER: SQUARE ROOT OF 174 (6 / x = x / 29)

6A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the limit of x squared minus 25 over x plus 5 as x approaches negative 5?

ANSWER: NEGATIVE 10
6B.
In 1955, Rosa Parks started a boycott of the bus company that served what city?

ANSWER: MONTGOMERY
7A.
Also called ethanoic acid, what acid has the formula CH3COOH and smells like vinegar?

ANSWER: ACETIC acid 

7B.
Gertrude Stein is really the author of what long-time companion’s autobiography?

ANSWER: Alice B. TOKLAS
8A.
Who wrote the rondo for piano and orchestra called Krakowiak, a reference to his Polish heritage?

ANSWER: Frederic CHOPIN
8B.
Who will be playing the role of Clarice Starling in the Hannibal, the Silence of the Lambs sequel?

ANSWER: Julianne MOORE
Second period (continued)

9A.
The immortal Christmas poem ‘A Visit From St. Nicholas’ was written by what American poet’s children?

ANSWER: Clement Clarke MOORE
9B.
What type of nuclear reactor produces more fuel than it consumes, and is usually used to produce plutonium?

ANSWER: BREEDER
10A.
In what year was the 18th Amendment, which outlawed alcohol, ratified?

ANSWER: 1919
10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the measure of each interior angle of a 20-sided regular polygon?

ANSWER: 162 degrees

Third period: 15 toss-ups 

1.
In an unusual turnaround, what woman is accusing Corazon Aquino and Fidel Ramos of violating her and her husband’s civil rights by seizing her family’s property, including her famous collection of shoes?

ANSWER: IMELDA MARCOS
2.
One newton per square meter is what SI unit of pressure?

ANSWER: PASCAL
3.
What is an object in Microsoft Word that determines the basic structure of a document, including such things as AutoText entries, fonts, macros and menus, and defined with the extension .dot?

ANSWER: TEMPLATE
4.
The Whiskey Rebellion of 1794 occurred in the Monongahela valley of what state?

ANSWER: PENNSYLVANIA
5.
What word is commonly understood to be the unwritten subject of a verb used in the imperative mood, such as ‘Bring me the papers?’

ANSWER: YOU
6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Bill buys a Value Meal from a fast food restaurant for $3.49. If the burger was $1.99, the fries were $0.99 and the drink $1.09, how much did Bill save?

ANSWER: 58 cents ($4.07 - $3.49 = $0.58)

7.
Haakon VII is associated with the independence of what European nation?

ANSWER: NORWAY
Third period (continued)

8.
According to Shakespeare, he was an irresponsible young man, taken to cavorting with characters such as Sir John Falstaff. However, once becoming King, he was able to win a great victory over the French. Who is this character known for the phrase, ‘Once more into the breach, dear friends,’ the winner at Agincourt?

ANSWER: HENRY V
9.
What ‘Friend of Bill’ has recently been elevated to the position of Democratic National Committee chairman?

ANSWER: Terry McAULIFFE
10.
The zero was selected as the temperature of an equal ice-salt mixture. 30 and 90 were the freezing points of water and the normal body temperature respective. These were the important points in the creation of what temperature scale?

ANSWER: FAHRENHEIT
11.
What name is given to a complete, specific biological community and its physical environment that results in the exchange and conservation of matter and energy?

ANSWER: ECOSYSTEM

12.
Who is the author of the 96-page book, Nature, and a series of Essays, which include the essay Self-Reliance?

ANSWER: Ralph Waldo EMERSON
13.
In addition to entertaining Fidel Castro, what Latin American populist is currently battling to reform the education system in his country of Venezuela?

ANSWER: Hugo CHAVEZ
14.
Tilgath-Pileser III (til-GATH pih-LEH-ser) and Sennacherib (SENN-ah-CHAIR-ib) were emperors of what ancient empire?

ANSWER: ASSYRIAN
Third period (continued)

15.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If five votes had switched, Bob would have been class president. Assuming 25 people didn’t vote, and Bob got 94 votes, how many people are in the class?

ANSWER: 222 (Bob’s opponent got 103 votes, Bob got 94 votes, 25 people didn’t vote so 222 people total)

Spares
What is the taxonomic grouping between class and family?

ANSWER: GROUP
What term describes the highest price which someone is willing to pay for a stock, and is often paired with the term ask?

ANSWER: BID
What six-letter word is taken from the Latin for ‘Let him beware’ and is most often paired with another Latin word, emptor?

ANSWER: CAVEAT
What French artist who died at age 31 is famous for his painting of the Seine River at Le Grande Jatte?

ANSWER: Georges SEURAT
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many radians are in 45 degrees?

ANSWER: PI / 4 (PI radians are in 180 degrees, so PI / 4 would be 45)

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

