Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #4

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Bryce Avery are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
The Party describes him as the most dangerous man in Oceania. He was a Party leader who fell out of favor with the regime. Who is this man, the subject of the Two Minute Hate in 1984?

ANSWER: Emmanuel GOLDSTEIN
2.  
The most common volcanic igneous rock in the solar system, what rock is formed by lava eruptions composes several great plateaus and much of the ocean floor?

ANSWER:  BASALT
3. 
Given an isosceles triangle with equal sides equal to n, what size base will produce the largest area?

ANSWER: n*sqrt(2) (n times the square root of 2)

4.  
A founding member of the f/64 group, what American photographer is known for his images of Yosemite National Park and other landscapes of the American West?

ANSWER:  Ansel ADAMS 

5.
While assets are items owned by a person or company, what term is given to things such as debts and outstanding liens?

ANSWER: LIABILITY
6. 
The curvature of a circle is by definition constant and is equal to what power of the radius?  

ANSWER: INVERSE power or –1 power

7.  
In 1924 Andre Breton (bre-TAWN) published the manifesto to what film and art movement, based on the subconscious mind, whose practitioners included Rene Magritte and Salvador Dali?

ANSWER:  SURREALISM
8.
Who was the American naval commodore who led the blockade and capture of the Philippines during the Spanish-American War?

ANSWER: George DEWEY 

9.
What Tennyson poem’s title fills in the blank of the following line? “She look’d down to Camelot. Out flew the web and floated wide; The mirror crack’d from side to side; ‘The curse has come upon me,’ cried (BLANK).”

ANSWER: THE LADY OF SHALOTT
10.  
Red ones, which grow wild in the fields in Belgium, are used every November in order to remember those who died in the two World Wars.  What is this family of plants whose fruit capsules can be used to make opium and whose seeds are often put on rolls?

ANSWER:  POPPY
11.
It was first used on June 5, 1967, where Soviet Premier Alexei N. Kosygin notified President Johnson that the Soviets would not intervene unless the US intervened. What was this communication device established on August 30, 1962, after the Cuban Missile crisis, and established to ensure a rapid communication line between the US and USSR in case of an emergency?

ANSWER: the HOT LINE or RED LINE
12.
Who is the poker buddy of Stanley that falls in love with Blanche DuBois in A Streetcar Named Desire, but then falls out of love with her, prompting her to go to a sanatarium?

ANSWER: MITCH
13. 
What city in Sweden has the distinction of having four elements named for it, more than any other person, place, or thing?

ANSWER: YTTERBY 

14.
What two-keystroke combination is used in most MS Office products to select an entire document?

ANSWER: CONTROL-A
15.
Pakistan remained the only country to diplomatically recognize the Taliban government of Afghanistan after Saudi Arabia and what other Gulf state dropped diplomatic recognition in late September?

ANSWER: UNITED ARAB EMIRATES or U.A.E.
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
What name is given to the force in an oscillating system that acts against the displacement of the system?

ANSWER: RESTORING force

1B.  
Birth of the Cool, Sketches of Spain, and Bitches Brew were all albums by which pioneer of both bebop and jazz-rock fusion music?

ANSWER:  Miles DAVIS
2A. 
What is the perimeter of a triangle with two sides equal to 7 and 24 and the included angle equal to 90 degrees?

ANSWER: 56

2B.
What grandfather of Charlemagne was the victor at the battle of Tours in 732?

ANSWER: CHARLES MARTEL
3A.
Who was the Director of the CIA at the time of the September 11 attacks on the Pentagon and World Trade Center?

ANSWER: George TENET
3B.
Who wrote the novel, The Ambassadors?

ANSWER: Henry JAMES
4A.
With what country did the United Kingdom fight a war in 1982 over the Falkland Islands?

ANSWER: ARGENTINA
4B.  
Which species of shark contains widely separated eyes and nostrils, due to the long and flat extensions of its skull, forming a “T” shape? 

ANSWER:  HAMMERHEAD shark

5A.
Paul Baumer (BOY-mer), Stanislaus Katczinsky (kat-CHIN-skee) and Albert Kropp are all characters in what famous anti-war novel by Erich Maria Remarque?

ANSWER: ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN FRONT
5B. 
If x + 2y = 13 and 2x + y = 23, then what do x and y equal?  

ANSWER: x = 11, y = 1

6A.  
The cambium is a lateral form of which region of plant tissue, producing auxins and containing cells that are actively dividing to produce new tissues?

ANSWER:  MERISTEM
6B.  
The Greek poet Hesiod wrote what account of the creation of the Greek gods and a genealogy of their Pantheon?

ANSWER:  THEOGONY
7A. 
What term is given to the line located outside the curve of a parabola which, when combined with the focus, determines the locus of points that makes up the parabola?  

ANSWER: DIRECTRIX

7B.
What small country in southern Africa is named for the large lake which forms its eastern border?

ANSWER: MALAWI
8A.  
What is the name for the AD 622 flight from Mecca to Medina of the prophet Mohammed and his followers, marking the beginning of the Muslim New Year?

ANSWER:  HEGIRA (or HIJRAH) (do not accept “hajj”, as that is the pilgrimage of any Muslim to Mecca)

8B.
What seven-letter word from the Russian words “self boil” is a metal urn with a spigot that boils water for tea?

ANSWER: SAMOVAR
9A.
In 1763, what Indian chief led a rebellion against the British around the Great Lakes region, a chief now remembered for the line of General Motors cars named for him?

ANSWER: PONTIAC
9B. 
What is the lightest radioactive element?

ANSWER: TECHNETIUM
10A.
Who wrote the novel Go Tell It On the Mountain?

ANSWER: James BALDWIN
10B. 
How many points are needed at minimum to define a unique circle?

ANSWER: 3

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Who is the slave that travels down the Mississippi along with Huckleberry Finn?

ANSWER: JIM
2. 
Find the area between concentric circles with radii of 12 and 17.

ANSWER: 145 PI

3. 
Name the British-born TV personality who has become notorious for her sarcastic wit, general rough treatment of other on the show, and tagline, "You are the weakest link -- goodbye."

ANSWER: Anne ROBINSON
4.
After the US was able to compromise from “Fifty-four forty or fight”, the Oregon Territory was finally divided along which line of parallel?

ANSWER: 49th Parallel

5.  
In a vertebrate kidney, what cup-shaped structure, named after a nineteenth century British physiologist, encloses the glomerulus?

ANSWER:  BOWMAN’S CAPSULE
6.  
His academic cantata “The Prodigal Son” won him the Prix de Rome in 1884, but he grew restless with Rome and returned to Paris.  Who then befriended the Symbolist poets, whose influence can be seen in “Pelleas et Melisande” and “Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun”?

ANSWER:  Claude DEBUSSY (deh-byoo-SEE)

7.
A new type of Venetian ship, the galleass, was able to turn the tide against the Ottoman fleet at what 1571 naval battle?

ANSWER: LEPANTO
8.  
They cover more than two-thirds of the Earth’s surface and encompass three categories:  chemical precipitates, organic, and clastic.  Shales and limestones are examples of what type of rock formed by the solidification of deposits laid down by wind, water, ice, or gravity?

ANSWER:  SEDIMENTARY rock

9.
Words which end in the suffix –ful are typically what parts of speech?

ANSWER: ADJECTIVES
10. 
A quadrilateral whose diagonals meet at right angles is given what specific designation after a children's toy whose support beams are diagonals crossed at right angles?

ANSWER: KITE
11. 
To the nearest whole number, what is the pH of human blood?

ANSWER: 8

12.
What is the Spanish word for Friday?

ANSWER: VIERNES
13. 
By definition, what is the eccentricity of a parabola?  

ANSWER: 1

14.
His wife Denise campaigned endlessly to get this billionaire fugitive in Israel pardoned. Who is this man whose last-minute pardon by Clinton got criticism across the political spectrum?

ANSWER: Marc RICH
15.
What name is given to the lower house of Virginia’s legislature?

ANSWER: HOUSE OF DELEGATES
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
An orphan boy meets his father’s old regiment, which adopts him and brings him up in the British style. He then enters the British secret service and captures some papers from Russian spies in the Himalayas. This is a plot of what novel by Rudyard Kipling?

ANSWER: KIM
This moon’s thick atmosphere made it seem larger than it really was, and so Ganymede, and not this moon, is considered the solar system’s largest. What is this moon of Saturn?

ANSWER: TITAN
Five apples and three oranges go for 37 cents, while an apple and three oranges go for 17 cents.  How much for two apples and six oranges?  

ANSWER: 34 CENTS

This Roman Emperor was installed by his mother Agrippina, who hoped to dominate him. Who was this Emperor who is said to have played the fiddle while Rome burned?

ANSWER: NERO
He was the only non-coach inducted this year into the Basketball Hall of Fame.  Name this Virginia native and ABA legend who was the first NBA star never to play in college.

ANSWER: Moses MALONE
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


