Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #6

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Bryce Avery are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  Wilhelm Friedemann, Johann Christoph, Johann Christian, and Carl Philipp Emmanuel were all composing sons of what Baroque musical great, creator of the “St. Matthew Passion?”

ANSWER:  Johann Sebastian BACH
2.
What man in the service of England recorded the largest-ever pirate booty by capturing a shipload of silver from the Spanish, a pirate who was the captain of the Golden Hind?

ANSWER: Francis DRAKE
3.
In a computer science tree, what name is given to the node which is the parent of every other node in the tree?

ANSWER: ROOT
4.
This 1857 novel was the last novel to be published during Herman Melville’s lifetime. It is set on a steamboat in the Mississippi River. It is a series of vignettes of passengers – some dupes and others tricksters – who represent a gullible American public given to the lure of easy money. What is this novel named for the type of man who is willing to take that money?

ANSWER: The CONFIDENCE-MAN
5.  It produces the membranes that surround the lysosomes.  Which cellular organelle, made of flattened membranous sacs, is responsible for packaging some of the products of cell metabolism?

ANSWER:  GOLGI APPARATUS (or GOLGI BODY)

6. 
What is the measure of the remaining angle of a hexagon when the first five angles all equal 125 degrees?

ANSWER: 95 degrees

7.
What form of the verb “to be” should be used in this sentence? Every one of the articles (BLANK) available?

ANSWER: IS (one is the subject, verb agrees with subject)

8.  Literally meaning “in glass,” biological experiments carried out in a laboratory, outside the body of the living organism, are known as what term, often paired with “fertilization?”

ANSWER:  IN VITRO processes

9.  His opera “Europa reconosciuta” (reh-ko-no-shee-OO-ta) was produced at the opening of La Scala in 1774, and his pupils included Liszt and Beethoven, but who is best known as the rival and possible poisoner of Mozart?

ANSWER:  Antonio SALIERI
10.
What name is given to a research technique in which both the person directly administering a test and the person taking it are ignorant of the condition or group the test-taker is in?

ANSWER: DOUBLE-BLIND
11. 
What element, a metal with such incredible tensile strength that its name is derived from a mythical group of strongmen, has replaced steel and wood in long-distance golf clubs?

ANSWER: TITANIUM
12.
Russian President Vladimir Putin is trying to compare NATO’s fight against terrorism to his ongoing civil war in what breakaway Russian region?

ANSWER: CHECHNYA
13.
What is the highest mountain in the Commonwealth of Virginia?

ANSWER: Mt. ROGERS
14. 
What is, in terms of sides and angles, (e.g., right isosceles) a triangle with sides of 3, 5, and 7.

ANSWER: OBTUSE SCALENE
15.
In turn-of-the-century New Orleans, a young married woman, Edna Pontellier, has an affair with an unmarried man, Robert LeGrun, and discovers her sexuality in the process. Edna eventually leaves her family and commits suicide in what novel by Kate Chopin?

ANSWER: The AWAKENING
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
Olesegun Obusanjo is the President of what country, the most populous nation in Africa?

ANSWER: NIGERIA
1B.  The author of The Forsyte Saga was what 1932 Nobel laureate?

ANSWER:  John GALSWORTHY
2A.
What Greek historian who wrote on the Persian War is considered “The Father of History?”

ANSWER: HERODOTUS
2B. 
A trapezoid has bases of 11 and 19 and a height of 6.  What is its area?

ANSWER: 90
3A.  Born in the village of St. Mary Mead, what gentle spinster becomes an amateur detective in thirteen Agatha Christie novels?

ANSWER:  Miss Jane MARPLE
3B. 
Uranium is located in which subgroup of the periodic table, named for Element 89 and located directly beneath the Lanthanides?

ANSWER: ACTINIDES
4A. 
What is the determinant of the 2x2 matrix with top row of 7 and -3 and bottom row of 4 and 2?  

ANSWER: 26
4B.
While Mark Earley and Mark Warner slug it out in the Virginia gubernatorial race, what third candidate is running on the Libertarian party ticket?

ANSWER: William (Bill) REDPATH
5A. 
What is the smallest hydrocarbon to contain a tertiary carbon?

ANSWER: NEOPENTANE (prompt on partial ANSWER)

5B.
What economics term describes the ease with which an asset can be coverted into cash?

ANSWER: LIQUIDITY
6A.  Before he died in a car accident in 1956, which American painter was widely known as “Jack the Dripper” for his spontaneous action painting canvases such as Birth?

ANSWER:  Jackson POLLOCK
6B.
While the Newbery Award is given to the best children’s book, what award is given to the American children’s book with the best illustrations?

ANSWER: CALDECOTT Medal

7A.
Where was the truce ending the Korean War signed?

ANSWER: PANMUNJOM
7B. 
What is the dot product of 17I-9J+2K and 6I-11K?

ANSWER: 80
8A.  He wrote the nonfiction book Last Chance to See about endangered species, but what British scriptwriter and novelist wrote the comical space fiction book The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy?

ANSWER:  Douglas ADAMS
8B.  Specific staining techniques are used in what microscopic study of the tissues of living plants or animals?

ANSWER:  HISTOLOGY
9A. 
What is the discriminant of the quadratic equation y = 6x^2 - 17x + 12?  

ANSWER: 1
9B. 
What former anchor for SportsCenter later went on to be the original host for Comedy Central's The Daily Show before going to CBS to follow up David Letterman?

ANSWER: Craig KILBORN
10A.  In biology, what “K”-initialed name is given to the size, shape, and number of chromosomes in a single cell of an organism?

ANSWER:  KARYOTYPE
10B.
What Federal general was the losing commander at the battle of Second Manassas?

ANSWER: John POPE


Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
When a river flows over a bed of rock that resists erosion, and weaker rocks downstream are worn away, what steep, vertical drop is formed, examples including Angel and Niagara?

ANSWER:  WATERFALL
2.
Who was the first American to win a Nobel Prize, doing so in 1906 for his work in ending the Russo-Japanese War?

ANSWER: THEODORE ROOSEVELT
3.  
What author’s first book, A Study in Scarlet, introduced the world to Baker Street, Dr. Watson, and detective Sherlock Holmes?

ANSWER:  Sir Arthur Conan DOYLE

4. 
If a quadrilateral has four equal angles, what is the most specific designation assignable to it?

ANSWER: RECTANGLE
5.  
In the Arabian Nights, which poor boy obtains a magic lamp containing a genie at his command?

ANSWER:  ALADDIN
6.
This seven-letter word in music refers to the study of chords and how they are structured, relate and progress. What is this word that can also refer to an agreement in feeling or opinion?

ANSWER: HARMONY
7. 
What name is given to a line segment that connects two points on the same circle?

ANSWER: CHORD
8. 
The top-rated scoring forward line of last season was the trio of Jason Arnott, Patrick Elias, and Petr Sykora from what team which made the Stanley Cup finals?

ANSWER: New Jersey DEVILS
9.
What is the name of the antimatter particle that is the companion to the electron?

ANSWER: POSITRON
10.
In 1241, the Mongols destroyed the city of Pest, which had been the capital of Hungary. So, in 1247, Bela IV ordered the construction of what city to replace Pest, a city which eventually added Pest to its name?

ANSWER: BUDA (do not accept Budapest)

11.  After he was initially rejected, he succeeded in converting Vishtaspa, king of Persia, to his religious vision.  Who was this sixth century BC believer in the god Ahura Mazda, the founder of a major religion?

ANSWER:  ZOROASTER (or ZARATHUSTRA)

12.
In what sort of “frame” are Newton’s Three Laws valid?

ANSWER: INERTIAL REFERENCE frame

13.
John Paul Jones, captain of the Bonhomme Richard, uttered his phrase, “I have not yet begun to fight” while engaged in a naval duel against which British vessel?

ANSWER: SERAPIS
14.
What word, refers to the chief executive of a Canadian province, or, when an e is added to it, refers to the opening of a theatrical production or movie?

ANSWER: PREMIER
15. 
By definition, what are the maximum and minimum, though exclusive, values for the eccentricity of an ellipse?  

ANSWER: 0 and 1
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
Archbishop Makarios was the leader of the movement that led to what country’s indepdenence?

ANSWER: CYPRUS
What Leonardo da Vinci fresco in the Santa Maria delle Grazie (GRAH-tzee-ay) church depicts a Passover seder between Jesus and his disciples?

ANSWER:  The LAST SUPPER

It Can’t Happen Here, Dodsworth, Elmer Gantry, Arrowsmith and Babbit were all written by what American novelist, the first American Nobel laureate in literature?

ANSWER: Sinclair LEWIS
What is the distance between the points (-7,7) and (3,17)?  Be sure to reduce your expression to simplest form.  

ANSWER: 10 SQRT(2)  (10 times the square root of 2)

Contrasting with the theory of catastrophism, what theory states that geological processes controlling evolution of the Earth’s crust are the same today as they were throughout geological time?

ANSWER:  UNIFORMITARIANISM
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


