Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

District Competition, Match #25

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
What two elements are in the chemical formula for lime?

ANSWER: CALCIUM and OXYGEN
2.  
What number is raised in superscript to indicate how many times a factor is multiplied by itself in order to form a product?

ANSWER:  EXPONENT

3.
They were executed in 1927 for the alleged murder of a paymaster and guard at a shoe factory in Braintree, Massachusetts. Who were these two anarchists whose case became a cause celebre, as some theorized they were convicted more on the basis of being Italian and being anarchists than on the basis of actual evidence?

ANSWER: Nicola SACCO and Bartolomeo VANZETTI
4.  
He and a group of friends in Argentina started the literary movement known as Ultraismo.  (ull-trah-EEZ-moh).  However, what author is best known for the short story collections “The Aleph” and “Ficciones?”

ANSWER:  Jorge Luis BORGES (BOAR-hes)

5. 
At Congressional hearings on December 6, 2001, Baseball Commissioner Bud Selig was rebuffed by what politician who, when told antitrust was to protect teams from moving in the night, stated, "And how is that different from contraction?"?

ANSWER: Jesse VENTURA
6.  
The original version, published in 1858, contained over 300 illustrations by Dr. Henry Vandyke Carter.  What standard anatomical tome has been used by medical students for well over a century?

ANSWER:  GRAY’S ANATOMY
7. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If your doctor tells you to drink five quarts of water per day, how many cups of water should you drink per week?

ANSWER: 140 CUPS [5 X 4 for measurement conversion X 7 days in a week]

8.
This poetry collection contains the poems I Sing the Body Electric and Song of Myself and was a gift from Monica Lewinsky to Bill Clinton. What is this poetry collection by Walt Whitman?

ANSWER: LEAVES OF GRASS
9.
Contrary to what the cartoon showed us, Pocahantas did not marry John Smith, but instead married what other early Virginian settler?

ANSWER: John ROLFE
10.
What is the name of the mountain complex near Jalalabad in Afghanistan where Osama bin Laden is said to be hiding out with several of his top lieutenants?

ANSWER: TORA BORA
11.  
Tacitus wrote that this hedonistic writer committed suicide by slitting his wrists and making a list of Nero’s vices with the remaining blood.  What temporary court favorite of Nero, an “arbiter of taste,” wrote The Satyricon?

ANSWER:  Gaius PETRONIUS Arbiter

12. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  How many *total* diagonals does an octagon have?

ANSWER: 20
13.  
Larger than pebbles but smaller than boulders, geologists classify their range as between 2.5 and 10 inches wide.  What rounded, medium-sized rocks are used as paving stones for roads?

ANSWER:  COBBLES
14.
During her 21-year reign, she declared earthworms to be sacred. She maintained her country’s independence, but after her and her allies were defeated at Actium, she committed suicide and her country was made a part of the Roman Empire. Who was this woman, the last queen of Egypt?

ANSWER: CLEOPATRA
15.  
A professor of literature at Sarah Lawrence College from 1934 to 1972, who compiled The Masks of God, a four-volume set of comparative mythology, and also participated in a series of TV interviews with Bill Moyers about myths?

ANSWER:  Joseph CAMPBELL
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
Who was the only son of Henry VIII?

ANSWER: EDWARD VI
1B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the geometric mean of 49 and 169? Hint: the geometric mean will also be a whole number in this case.

ANSWER: 91
2A.
The ability of a solute to dissolve in a solvent is given what name?

ANSWER: SOLUBILITY

2B.  
Cremona, Italy became famous in the seventeenth century because the Amati, Guarneri, and Stradivari families constructed what musical instruments there?

ANSWER:  VIOLINS
3A.
Marc Racicot is the likely next chairman of the Republican National Committee. Racicot is the former governor of what Western state?

ANSWER: MONTANA
3B.
The Dharma Bums and On The Road are literary works by what influential member of the Beat Movement?

ANSWER: Jack KEROUAC
4A.
What two-letter suffix forms the infinitive for all German verbs?

ANSWER: -en
4B.
In 1139, Alfonso I established the independence of what country from Moorish rule?

ANSWER: PORTUGAL
5A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What are the three factors of the trinomial 3x squared minus 12?

ANSWER:  3, x + 2, x –2 

5B.  
Cardiac, smooth, and skeletal are the three main types of what connective tissue that facilitates movement in organisms?

ANSWER:  MUSCLE
6A.
The Union Pacific and Central Pacific railroads met in 1869 at Promontory Point in what state in the famous “golden spike” ceremony?

ANSWER: UTAH
6B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the square of the length of the hypotenuse of a right triangle with sides 17 and 1?

ANSWER: 290
7A.  
In what surgical procedure is a thin wire with a balloon at its tip inserted into a blocked artery, followed by inflation of the balloon to push artery walls apart?

ANSWER:  ANGIOPLASTY 

7B. 
The Torrance Community Dance Troupe achieved their fifteen minutes of fame when a videotape of their performance became the official music video for what Fatboy Slim release?

ANSWER: PRAISE YOU
8A.  
It can have three forms:  high, middle, and low (or bas), based how far the figures emerge from the background plane.  Sculpture in any dimension less than round thus is known by what term, also something that Rolaids may spell?

ANSWER:  RELIEF
8B.
What immortal Christmas poem begins, “’Twas the night before Christmas?”

ANSWER: A VISIT FROM ST. NICHOLAS
9A.
What seven-letter word can go after police, battle, radio and television?

ANSWER: STATION
9B.
The Sudetenland was a part of what country invaded and absorbed into Germany in 1938?

ANSWER: CZECHOSLOVAKIA
10A.
What is the name of the structure in Windows that contains minimized windows and the icons for some programs that are running in the background?

ANSWER: TASKBAR
10B.
What family of elementary particles includes the muon, tau and electron?

ANSWER: LEPTON
Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the base of a triangle with an altitude of 6 and an area of 24?

ANSWER: 8
2.
Owen Wister’s best-known work is set in frontier Wyoming. What is this book, made into a movie and later a TV series, named for the state where the nameless title character is from?

ANSWER: The VIRGINIAN
3.
Posters of Osama bin Laden held during October protests in Bangladesh had a picture of what unlikely children’s TV character next to Osama bin Laden, a character best known for his appearances on Sesame Street?

ANSWER: BERT
4.
It was established by William Becknell in 1822, starting in Independence, Missouri, but unlike other pioneer trails, did not extend all the way to the Pacific coast. What was this trail named for the city at its other end, which was located in Mexico at the time of the trail being built, and is today in New Mexico?

ANSWER: SANTA FE trail

5.  
It contains similar anesthetic properties to cocaine, but without the euphoria that drug produces.  What local anesthetic, scientifically known as procaine hydrochloride, do dentists commonly use by injecting it into the mouth?

ANSWER:  NOVOCAINE
6.  
A maelstrom is the large oceanic type of what circular vortex or eddy, found in Greek mythology as Charybdis?

ANSWER:  WHIRLPOOL
7.
What word refers to a title of European nobility equal to the English rank of earl, or to the process of reciting numbers in ascending order, something personified by a purple caped Muppet?

ANSWER: COUNT
8.  
Horace Vandergelder hires Mrs. Levi, a matchmaker, to find him a suitable wife; Levi offers herself as the prospect.  What Jerry Herman musical made a star out of Carol Channing and a hit out of the Louis Armstrong-recorded title track?

ANSWER:  “HELLO, DOLLY”
9. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the dot product of the following two 4-dimensional vectors: (5,-4,3,6) and (-3,7,2,9)?

ANSWER: 17
10.
When a stock is sold at a profit, what term describes difference between the net sale price and the net cost?

ANSWER: CAPITAL GAINs

11. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 69 is 60% of what number?

ANSWER: 115
12.
What is the name of the imaginary line running through the Rocky Mountains that is the boundary between rivers that flow westward and rivers that flow eastward, and is part of the border between Montana and Idaho?

ANSWER: CONTINENTAL DIVIDE
13.
What adjective describes ethanol which has had poison added to it so that it is unfit for drink, and therefore, safe for use in chemistry lab experiments?

ANSWER: DENATURED
14.  
In what 431 BCE play by Euripides (yer-IP-ih-deez) does the antiheroine exact revenge on her ex-husband Jason by murdering his children?

ANSWER:  “MEDEA”

15.  
He created a new genre of film comedy in the 1930s with his Academy Award-winning “It Happened One Night.”  What director also won Oscars for “Mr. Deeds Goes to Town” and “You Can’t Take It With You?”

ANSWER:  Frank CAPRA
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  
Naguib Mahfouz wrote what three-volume history of Egypt told through the lives of a middle-class family and named after the capital city?

ANSWER:  The CAIRO TRILOGY
2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  If angle ABC is 45 degrees, angle DBE is 34 degrees, and angle ABE is 140 degrees, what is the smallest value of angle CBD?

ANSWER: 61 degrees

3.
What property of a material is exhibited when the material continues to emit visible light during and after its exposure to ultraviolet light?

ANSWER: PHOSPHORESCENCE (Fluorescence is when it only emits visible light DURING its exposure to ultraviolet light)

4.  
Founded by the fourth Guru Ram Das in 1577, it contains the Golden Temple surrounded by a sacred pool.  What holiest city of the Sikhs was the site of a 1919 British-led massacre?

ANSWER:  AMRITSAR
5.
What provision in a law or agency charter expressly abolishes the law or the agency after a set period of time, unless the law or agency is re-authorized by the government? 

ANSWER: SUNSET provision

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


