Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #2

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
What sort of proof is performed by assuming the hypothesis to be false at the start and then showing that this assumption leads to a contradiction of the hypothesis or an already-accepted fact?

ANSWER: INDIRECT proof

2. 
Who is the creator of the fictional detective C. Auguste Dupin, who was featured in the short stories Murder in the Rue Morgue and The Purloined Letter?

ANSWER: Edgar Allan POE
3.  
In the right background appears a large cliff, while in the foreground one can see a pocket watch with ants crawling all over it.  A melting clock hanging on a tree branch can also be found in what Surrealist painting by Salvador Dali?

ANSWER:  The PERSISTENCE OF MEMORY

4. 
His disguise as a schoolmaster failed, and the British on Manhattan Island captured and executed this American spy. Who was this man who was reported to say, "I only regret that I have one life to give for my country?"

ANSWER: Nathan HALE
5.  
It is actually an oxbow lake, often formed by a river that cuts a straight course in times of flood, leaving isolated loops of water behind.  However, in the southern United States what is the more common corrupted name for this phenomenon, where gators and Billy in an old Nintendo game live?

ANSWER:  BAYOU 

6. 
This nine-letter verb comes from the Middle English word for "to cry like a cat." What is this word that still begins with the letters "c-a-t"?

ANSWER: CATERWAUL
7.  
He once bragged, “Give me a laundry list and I will set it to music.”  Identify this Italian composer whose overture from the opera “William Tell” is known today as the “Lone Ranger Theme Song.”

ANSWER:  Gioacchino ROSSINI
8. 
It was build in 1631 by Shah Jahal in memory of his second wife, Mumtaz. What is this building in Agra, India, considered one of the architectural wonders of the world?

ANSWER: TAJ MAHAL
9. 
The phrase mad as a hatter comes from the days when hat makers damaged their nervous systems by long-term exposure to this substance used in making felt hats.  Name this metallic element that turns to liquid at room temperature.

ANSWER: MERCURY
10. 
A specific variety of the Taylor series which is expanded around x=0 is named after what Scottish mathematician who proposed it?

ANSWER: Colin MacLAURIN
11. 
What artist returned to the public spotlight with her album "All For You" debuting at Number One on the Billboard charts?

ANSWER: JANET JACKSON

12. 
Francis Gary Powers was shot down the edge of over Soviet airspace in 1960 while flying what high-altitude reconnaissance plane?

ANSWER: U-2
13. 
How many significant digits are in the number 0.001390?

ANSWER: FOUR

14.
Johann Dase [YO-hon DAH-za] is credited with calculating it to the 32nd decimal place, finding a digit equal to zero.  What value helps find the area or circumference of a circle--if you already know the radius?

ANSWER: PI
15. 
How many articles are in the following sentence? The politician looked into his bag, pulling out a campaign button, and gave it to the lady who answered the door, while planting a kiss on the baby.

ANSWER: SIX

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
As the only passenger on Vostok I, who on April 12, 1961, became the first man to travel in space?

ANSWER: Yuri GAGARIN

1B. 
It contained a flat disc with a sighting rod that could be pivoted to point at the Sun or other bright stars.  What was this forerunner of the sextant, used as an ancient navigational tool?

ANSWER: ASTROLABE

2A. 
In what third main phase of mitosis do the chromatids first separate from the spindle?

ANSWER: ANAPHASE

2B. 
What name is given in database terminology to a set of related fields, a term that is the basic unit of a database?

ANSWER: RECORD

3A. 
What name is given to a line that intersects a circle at exactly one point?

ANSWER: TANGENT line

3B. 
Alice B. Toklas is most often associated with what writer who hosted many expatriate writers in Paris during the 1920s?

ANSWER: Gertrude STEIN

4A. 
Ralph, Piggy and Jack are the main characters of what novel by William Golding?

ANSWER: LORD OF THE FLIES

4B. 
On August 30, 2000, the Dow Jones Industrial Average dropped below what magical number for the first time since March?

ANSWER: 10,000

5A.  
What son of Frigga and Odin, the “most loved of all the Norse gods,” was struck down with a twig of mistletoe shot by his blind brother Hoder?

Answer:  BALDER
5B. 
Alfred is the only king of what country to have the appellation, "the Great" after his name?

ANSWER: ENGLAND or WESSEX

6A. 
What term is used to collectively describe all evidence except direct eyewitness testimony?

ANSWER: CIRCUMSTANTIAL evidence

6B. 
Which perennial plant of the lily family contains a strong-smelling and sharp-tasting bulb made up of cloves, possibly used to fend off vampires?

ANSWER: GARLIC

7A.  Which prevailing winds, occurring between 35 and 60 degrees latitude in both hemispheres, are named after the direction from which they originate?

Answer: WESTERLIES

7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A quadrilateral has angles in the ratio 1:2:3:4 in order around the quadrilateral. How big is the largest angle?

ANSWER: 144 degrees

8A. 
What is the dot-product of the vectors I+J+K and I-J-K?

ANSWER: -1

8B. 
The Dharma Bums and On The Road were both written by what influential poet of the 1950s?

ANSWER: Jack KEROUAC

9A. 
Especially with regard to water, what eight-letter word describes something that is somewhat salty, or is otherwise distasteful?

ANSWER: BRACKISH

9B. 
What character class in Dungeons And Dragons, third edition, specialises in unarmed combat?

ANSWER: the MONK

10A. 
At the July 2000 meeting of this group in Genoa, Italy, a protester was killed by police. What is this group, which includes seven of the wealthiest nations in the world as well as Russia?

ANSWER: G8 or GROUP OF EIGHT

10B. 
What 1854 law expressly repealed the Missouri Compromise and provided for popular sovereignty to determine the issue of slavery in the territories for which the law was named?

ANSWER: KANSAS-NEBRASKA Act

Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
Ammonia is a weak one, as only some of its molecules accept protons.  What is the name for this substance with high pH, that often contains a hydroxide ion?

ANSWER: BASE

2. 
After Congress ruled that he had violated the Tenure of Office Act, a court of impeachment took eight weeks during the spring of 1868 to acquit him by one vote. Who is this man, the first President to have faced an impeachment trial?

ANSWER: ANDREW JOHNSON
3.  
The amrit ceremony in Sikhism is sometimes referred to as this, but what religious rite is known more commonly in Christianity as the sponsoring by godparents of a child who is immersed or sprinkled in water?

ANSWER:  BAPTISM

4. 
What nephew and adopted heir of Bilbo Baggins is the Ringbearer during the Lord of the Rings trilogy?

ANSWER: FRODO Baggins

5. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. No baseball player has batted .400 for a whole season in 60 years.  To do it, a player needs--how many hits in a season of 600 at-bats?

ANSWER: 240 (600 x 0.4)

6. 
What city was the capital of the Assyrian Empire, a city also known for a visit by the prophet Jonah?

ANSWER: NINEVEH
7.  
His son made a name directing early films, but what artist, together with Alfred Sisley and Claude Monet, helped form the nucleus of Impressionism in the 1860s, with works such as Luncheon of the Boating Party?

ANSWER:  Pierre-Auguste RENOIR
8. 
What is the name of the Jewish merchant who attempts to exact his collateral of a pound of flesh when Antonio fails to pay his loan back?

ANSWER: SHYLOCK
9. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If an NBA player made 12 free throws in a game and missed 8, what free-throw percentage would he have for that game?

ANSWER: 60% (12 of 20)

10. 
It actually encompasses two species of coniferous tree:  the giant variety, and the redwood.  What type of tree has a specimen over 3500 years old and shares its name with a famous nineteenth-century Cherokee teacher?

ANSWER: _SEQUOIA_

11.  
Set in the town of Titipu, it centers around a love affair between Nanki-Poo and Yum-Yum.  What Gilbert and Sullivan opera features the song “Three Little Maids From School Are We”?

Answer:  The MIKADO 

12. 
She injured herself seriously at age 15, an injury that would affect her for the rest of her life. Who is this poet that eloped with her future husband, Robert Browning, at age 39?

ANSWER: ELIZABETH BARRETT BROWNING
13. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If a backgammon player needs either a double-5 or double-6 to win the game, what are the chances of getting it by one throw of a pair of six-sided dice?  

ANSWER: 1 IN 18 (accept 2 in 36)

14. 
Belonging to the sundew family, what carnivorous plant has two hinged surfaces that rapidly close together to capture insects and then digest them?

ANSWER: VENUS FLYTRAP
15. 
What term is used to describe the presiding member of the House of Commons and the U.S. House of Representatives?

ANSWER: SPEAKER of the House

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

In 335 BCE he opened a school in the Lyceum, which became known as the “peripatetic school” because he walked up and down as he talked.  Who was this author of Poetics and Nicomachaean Ethics who tutored Alexander the Great?

Answer:  ARISTOTLE
It has mass, occupies a fixed volume, but has no fixed shape. What is this form of matter between gas and solid?

ANSWER: LIQUID
What is the capital of Austria?

ANSWER: VIENNA
Who wrote the poems The Song of Hiawatha, The Courtship of Miles Standish and The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere?

ANSWER: Henry Wadsworth LONGFELLOW
This set of five solid shapes all consist of regular polygons for faces. They have 4, 6, 8, 12 and 20 sides. What collective name are they given?

ANSWER: REGULAR POLYHEDRA or PLATONIC SOLIDS
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


