Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #4

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia  This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 toss-ups

1. 
King Hrothgar has had a monster killing his men for too long, so he calls on the title character of this epic to slay the monster. But then the monster's mother comes looking for revenge, so the main character has to go slay the monster's mother. What is this medieval epic where the title character slays the Grendel?

ANSWER: BEOWULF
2. 
What Republican, the former chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, announced he would not be running for re-election for his North Carolina senate seat in 2002?

ANSWER: Jesse HELMS
3. 
He opened an American Museum in 1842, featuring, among other attractions, the dwarf General Tom Thumb. Who is this man that retired in 1855, but returned in 1871, opening a circus he called "The Greatest Show on Earth?"

ANSWER: Phineas Taylor BARNUM
4. 
For a complex number, it is the square root of the quantity a squared plus b squared. What is this quantity which is expressed by putting a vertical lines on either side of an expression?

ANSWER: ABSOLUTE VALUE
5.  
Similar ones are being formed across Africa, due to overgrazing and overcropping.  Best known in the 1930s, though, was what devastation across the Great Plains, where wind erosion blew off most of the topsoil?

Answer:  DUST BOWLs

6. 
What term is used to describe the purchasing and selling of stocks and bonds to make profit over a period of minutes or hours, a practice which became very popular with the Internet boom, with many people quitting their regular jobs to do this?

ANSWER: DAY TRADE or DAY TRADING
7. 
The time in London is five hours ahead of Virginia.  If a boy in London telephones a girl in Virginia at 4 p.m. his time, what time in Virginia does she ANSWER the phone?

ANSWER: 11 AM
8.  
What name is given to the point on the Earth’s surface immediately above the seismic focus of an earthquake, where most damage usually takes place?

Answer:  EPICENTER
9. 
What existentialist wrote the novel Nausea?

ANSWER: Jean-Paul SARTRE
10.  
“Das Rheingold,” “Die Valkyrie,” “Siegfried,” and “Gotterdammerung” make up what four-part operatic cycle by Richard Wagner (VAHG-ner) named after a piece of jewelry?

ANSWER:  The RING Cycle

11. 
What name is given to a substance which can speed up or otherwise facilitate a chemical reaction, but does not get changed itself?

ANSWER: CATALYST
12. 
In Alice's dream, what character constantly proclaimed that he was "late", and was being chased by Alice when she fell into Wonderland?

ANSWER: the WHITE RABBIT
13.   
By age 27 he had been a French tutor, a theological student, and an evangelist among the miners in Belgium, an experience that inspired him to paint The Potato Eaters.  Name this artist who also painted Starry Night.

ANSWER:  Vincent VAN GOGH
14. 
James VI of Scotland united the thrones of Scotland and England. By what number was James known in England, where he ruled from 1603 to 1625?

ANSWER: JAMES I
15. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If you own $10,000 of stock that goes down 20% in the next 6 months and then goes up 30% in the 6 months after that, how much money would you have at the end of the year?

ANSWER: $10,400 (10,000 x 0.8 x 1.3) 

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the two prime factors of the number 203?

ANSWER: 7 AND 29
1B. 
What golf Grand Slam event occurs annually at the Augusta National Golf Course?

ANSWER: The MASTERS
2A. 
On January 8, 1815, British General Edward Pakenham led an attack against what city, which was repulsed by General Andrew Jackson?

ANSWER: NEW ORLEANS
2B. 
The Devil's Dictionary is the best-known work of what American satirist?

ANSWER: Ambrose BIERCE
3A. 
Peter Parker is the secret identity of what superhero?

ANSWER: The Amazing SPIDER-MAN
3B. 
Except for helium, which has two, atoms gain stability when they are able to have how many electrons in their valence shells?

ANSWER: EIGHT
4A. 
In the novel Brave New World, what Greek letter is used to describe the lowest classification of human, men who are fit only to do menial labor?

ANSWER: EPSILON minus

4B. 
The Law of Consines can be used to find the measure of a missing angle in a predetermined triangle uniquely because of which type of congruency?

ANSWER: SIDE-SIDE-SIDE or SSS
5A. 
Viruses carry which genes that transform normal cells into cancerous ones?

ANSWER: ONCOGENES
5B. 
The Kellogg-Briand Pact was ratified in 1928, by the US and 61 other nations, and attempted to outlaw what human activity?

ANSWER: WAR or WARFARE
6A. 
What term is used to designate two lines in space that are not parallel but are non-coplanar and thus do not intersect?

ANSWER: SKEW
6B.  
He teamed up with The Body Shop in 1998 to support their program for human rights.  Who is this spiritual leader and Nobel laureate, a Tibetan Buddhist monk?

ANSWER:  DALAI LAMA
7A. 
At what 480 BC naval battle did Themistocles lure the Presian fleet into a trap?

ANSWER: SALAMIS
7B. 
What five-letter transitive verb is used to describe the act of splitting something, especially a sentence, into its component parts?

ANSWER: PARSE
8A.   Bathers, Card Players, and Mont-St.Victoire (mont saint vic-TWAHR) were among the works painted by which French Post-Impressionist artist of still lifes?

ANSWER:  Paul CEZANNE
8B. 
What is the name for the surgical operation where a baby is delivered by way of a cut into a mother’s uterine and abdominal walls?

ANSWER: CAESARIAN SECTION (prompt on C-section)

9A. 
Which noun in the following sentence is in the dative case? I saw the boy give the girl a kiss.

ANSWER: GIRL
9B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the perimeter of a regulation basketball court 94 feet long and 50 feet wide?

ANSWER: 288 FEET (94 + 50 + 94 + 50)

10A. 
What is the SI unit for electric current?

ANSWER: AMPERE
10B. 
What country did Adolf Hitler invade to begin World War I on September 1, 1939?

ANSWER: POLAND
Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
While nicotine is harmful to your health, nicotinic acid is vital, because absence of it leads to pellagra.  What is the alternate name for nicotinic acid, a vitamin of the B complex?

ANSWER: NIACIN (or VITAMIN B3)

2. 
What is the name for computer peripherals that can be plugged into a computer and be operated with no other intervention from the user?

ANSWER: PLUG AND PLAY
3. 
What intellectual governor of Illinois was forced to admit "I like Ike, too," after losing to him twice in the 1952 and 1956 Presidential elections?

ANSWER: Adlai E. STEVENSON
4. 
On January 1, 2002, 12 nations in Europe will introduce what appropriately named new currency as legal tender?

ANSWER: the EURO
5. 
In the Republic of Gilead, most women are infertile, and those that are are forced to bear children for the upper classes. This is the premise of what novel by Margaret Atwood?

ANSWER: The HANDMAID'S TALE
6. 
What two nations fought the 100 Years War?

ANSWER: ENGLAND (accept Britain) and FRANCE
7.  
A wealthy widow named von Meck commissioned a lot of pieces and provided an annual allowance to which Russian composer of the “1812 Overture” and the “Swan Lake”?

ANSWER:  Peter Ilyich TCHAIKOVSKY
8. 
In what Robert Heinlein novel, made into a 1997 movie, does Juan Rico rise from raw civilian into seasoned combat veteran in an interstellar war against a race of insectoids known as the Bugs?

ANSWER: STARSHIP TROOPERS
9. 
In what U.S. state would you find the Keck Observatory atop Mauna Kea?

ANSWER: HAWAII
10. 
What is the sum of the external angles of a hexagon with three angles equal to each other at 150 degrees and two angles equal to each other at 100 degrees?

ANSWER: 360 degrees

11. 
What is the name of the award given by the American Library Association to the year's most distinguished contribution to American literature for children?

ANSWER: NEWBERY award

12. 
Which of the nine essential amino acids corresponds to the codon for starting protein synthesis, AUG?

ANSWER: METHIONINE
13. 
The development of alternate geometries, such as spherical and hyperbolic, came about as a direct result of attempting to prove which of Euclid's postulates?

ANSWER: FIFTH or PARALLEL postulate

14. 
As opposed to child support, what term is used to describe a direct payment from one spouse to another after a divorce?

ANSWER: ALIMONY
15.  
In his Principles of Morals and Legislation, which philosopher pronounced that the object of all legislation should be “the greatest happiness for the greatest number,” thus founding utilitarianism?

ANSWER:  Jeremy BENTHAM
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

According to Carthaginian tradition, she committed suicide to avoid a marriage, but who, according to Virgil’s Aeneid, killed herself because Aeneas deserted her?

Answer:  DIDO (DIE-doh)

Phnom Penh (feh-NAWM pen) is the capital of what Southeast Asian country?

ANSWER: CAMBODIA or KAMPUCHEA
The Spanish word ir (eer) means what in English?

ANSWER: TO GO
Combined with oxygen, it produces heavy water, used in the nuclear industry.  Discovered by Harold Urey, what naturally occurring isotope of hydrogen has a mass number of two, due to its neutron?

ANSWER: DEUTERIUM
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If we were to choose two teams of four at random from the eight people player here, what would be the probability that the two current teams would be chosen?

ANSWER: 1/35
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


