Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #10


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
Vertical movements of the sea floor resulting from earthquakes and volcanic activity cause them, not the gravitational forces that affect the tides, so the name “tidal wave” is misleading.  What are these destructive waves, found often in Japan?

ANSWER:  TSUNAMIS (accept TIDAL WAVE until it is mentioned in the question)

2.  
Pope Julius II commissioned which sculptor to paint the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel?

ANSWER:   MICHELANGELO Buonaroti

3. 
What system was established in 1913 to regulate the activities of federally chartered banks, to establish 12 regional banks and a central board which set interest rates to member banks?

ANSWER: FEDERAL RESERVE or FED
4. 
What name is given to the mathematical arrangement, shaped like a triangle, in which each number is the sum of the two numbers above it on the preceding row?

ANSWER: PASCAL'S TRIANGLE
5. 
Jo's Boys And How They Turned Out, Little Men and Little Women were all by what author?

ANSWER: Louisa May ALCOTT
6. 
In what novel does the protagonist visit the year 802,701 AD?

ANSWER: The TIME MACHINE
7. 
In 1805 and 1807, he led led two expeditions, one of which attempted to discover the source of the Mississippi, the other of which explored Colorado and New Mexico. Who is this man who sighted and tried to climb a mountain in Colorado that was later named for him?

ANSWER: Zebulon PIKE
8. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the radius of a circle that has a circumference of 24PI feet?

ANSWER: 12 feet

9. 
A measurement of parallax equal to 3.2616 light-years, what unit of distance was mistaken for a unit of time in the Star Wars movies?

ANSWER: PARSEC
10. 
What county is selling punch-card voting machines which became famous during the Florida election contrversy?

ANSWER: PALM BEACH County, Florida

11. 
An increased secretion of androgenic hormones causes inflammation of the sebaceous glands.  These glands in turn secrete an oily substance, leading to what pus-filled swelling skin condition found in adolescents?

ANSWER: ACNE (prompt on zits or other equivalents)

12. 
Line AB intersects line CD at point E. If angle AED is 75 degrees, what does angle BEC measure?

ANSWER: 75 degrees

13. 
Who is the creator of the dashing and daring secret agent, James Bond?

ANSWER: Ian FLEMING
14. 
What is the name of the national health insurance program that exists to pay for the health care of people over 65?

ANSWER: MEDICARE
15.  
According to tradition, he brought the Holy Grail to England in AD 63 and established the first Christian church in Britain, at Glastonbury.  Who was this wealthy member of the Sanhedrin who asked Pontius Pilate for Jesus’s body and buried it in his own tomb?

ANSWER:  St. JOSEPH OF ARIMATHAEA
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
A mixture of hydrocarbons of the paraffin series, what thin, larger-molecule oil obtained from the distillation of petroleum was used in domestic heating and is still used in jet engines?

ANSWER: KEROSENE
1B. 
The Rio de la Plata separates Argentina from what other country?

ANSWER: URUGUAY
2A. 
What sort of motion is made when a member of a meeting wishes to end the meeting?

ANSWER: ADJOURN or AJOURNMENT
2B. 
What poet penned the poems After Apple Picking, Fire And Ice and Mending Wall?

ANSWER: Robert FROST
3A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope-intercept form of the equation -3X + 5Y = 10?

ANSWER: Y = 3/5X + 2 (Y equals three-fifths X plus 2)

3B. 
What is the name of the airborne sport played by Harry Potter and his classmates at Hogwarts?

ANSWER: QUIDDICH
4A. 
Who wrote the epic poem The Faerie Queene?

ANSWER: Edmund SPENSER
4B. 
A nitrogen-based derivative of glucose, what polymer forms a hard covering that makes up the exoskeletons of insects and other arthropods?

ANSWER: CHITIN
5A. 
In South Africa this year, the US pulled out of a UN conference on what topic?

ANSWER: RACISM
5B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. For what value in radians between 0 and PI is the secant undefined?

ANSWER: PI/2
6A. 
A reaction which results in the gaining of an electron is given what name opposite that of oxidation?

ANSWER: REDUCTION
6B. 
On what date in 44 BC was Julius Caesar assassinated?

ANSWER: the IDES OF MARCH or MARCH 15
7A. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the square of the tangent of 60 degrees minus the square of the cotangent of 60 degrees?

ANSWER: 8/3
7B. 
What is the Spanish sentence "Yo soy el rey" translated into English?

ANSWER: I AM THE KING
8A. 
Who is the author of the novel The Red Badge of Courage?

ANSWER: Stephen CRANE
8B.  
Dudley Moore’s character in “10” and ice dancers Torvill and Dean both owed their respective achievements to what musical piece by Maurice Ravel?

ANSWER:  BOLERO
9A. 
Lucrezia (loo-cray-TSEE-uh), Rodrigo and Cesare (chay-ZAH-ray) are the best-known members of what family that provided the model for Machiavelli's Prince?

ANSWER: BORGIA
9B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the odds that two heads and one tails will come up if a fair coin is tossed three times?

ANSWER: 3/8
10A.  
Give the name for both a double portrait with distorted skull at the bottom by Hans Holbein and a 1903 novel, centering around Lambert Strether, and written by Henry James.

ANSWER:  The AMBASSADORS
10B. 
What series of fifteen elements ranging in atomic number from 57 to 71 and also known as rare earths, is named after the first element in the series?

ANSWER: LANTHANIDES (accept RARE EARTHS until mentioned in the question)

Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
Julius and Ethel Rosenberg were executed at Sing Sing in 1953 for giving secrets to the Soviet Union that allowed them to construct what instrument of warfare?

ANSWER: ATOMIC BOMB (A-Bomb) or HYDROGEN BOMB (H-Bomb) (The secrets were general atomic weaponry secrets, so allow either answer, also accept nuclear weapons)

2.  
The first month of the year is named after what Roman god of all openings, including doorways and passageways?

ANSWER:  JANUS
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the derivative with respect to x at x=3 of the function 2x squared minus 5x plus 4?

ANSWER: 7
4. 
Lugworms, leeches, and earthworms all belong to which animal phylum, containing all segmented worms?

ANSWER: ANNELIDA
5. 
Which Knight of the Round Table is best known for his struggle against a Green Knight?

ANSWER: Sir GAWAIN
6. 
The Crisis and Common Sense, two important essays for advancing the cause of American indepdenence, were written by what man?

ANSWER: Thomas PAINE
7. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the cosine of the largest angle in a triangle whose sides measure 5, 7 and 9?

ANSWER: -1/10
8.  
They argue that people are responsible for and are the sole judge of their actions as they affect others.  What group of philosophers includes Soren Kierkegaard (KEER-ke-gard), Martin Heidegger, and Jean-Paul Sartre (SART)?

ANSWER:  EXISTENTIALISTS
9. 
Between what two words would the semicolon go in this sentence? I placed the food down for the dog; he sniffed it nervously and then ate it.

ANSWER: DOG and HE
10. 
What is the product of an object's mass and velocity?

ANSWER: MOMENTUM
11. 
Mark McGuire broke what man's record of 61 home runs hit for the New York Yankees in 1961?

ANSWER: Roger MARIS
12. 
What eight-letter word describes someone who can speak many languages, taken literally from the Greek prefix for many and the Greek word for languages?

ANSWER: POLYGLOT
13. 
Endodontists specialize in what dental treatment, where the pulp is cleaned out of a tooth and then replaced with a filling material and a cement sealant?

ANSWER: ROOT CANAL
14. 
When a user logs into UNIX, he is put into what directory, a directory to which he can return by typing cd with no arguments?

ANSWER: his HOME directory

15. 
The Maginot Line was built by what country as protection against Germany?

ANSWER: FRANCE
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

The soil in this biome is acidic and usually suitable only for low-density grazing.  Found in Africa, the Americas, and northern Australia, what extensive tropical grasslands have a similar name to a port city in Georgia?

ANSWER:  SAVANNAS
Who was the French jurist that headed the Committee of Public Safety during the Reign of Terror, overseeing the execution of thousands by guillotine?

ANSWER: Maximillian ROBESPIERRE
Lennie Small and George Milton are migrant workers that are the main characters of what short novel by John Steinbeck?

ANSWER: OF MICE AND MEN
Born the same day Adams and Jefferson died, his 1848 collection Songs of the Sable Harmonies contains his first big hit, “Oh! Susanna.”  What native of Pittsburgh wrote folk-style songs which pointed southward, including “Camptown Races” and “My Old Kentucky Home?”

ANSWER:  Stephen Collins FOSTER
This unit of land measurement also meant field, and was originally the amount of area that a farmer could plow in a single day. What is this unit of land measurement, 640 of which make up a square mile?

ANSWER: ACRE
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


