Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #17


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  
He once said, "Don't play the saxophone; let it play you."  Dying young at age 35, which Kansas City native forever influenced the jazz world with his collaborations with Dizzy Gillespie and his own works such as "Yardbird Suite" and "Ornithology"?

ANSWER:  Charlie "Bird" PARKER
2. 
Ireland banned it from its greyhound races in 2001 because it speeds up the dogs' heart rate and blood flow.  Name this drug now used by many older men in the United States precisely because it helps speed up their heart rate and blood flow.

ANSWER: VIAGRA 

3.
What title character of an 1819 short story by Washington Irving wakes up after twenty years to find out he has slept through the American Revolution?

ANSWER:  RIP VAN WINKLE

4. 
What is a diplomatic agreement that does not have as much binding force as a treaty, but is often treated as such, such as the agreement between Israel and Egypt in 1979 and Israel and Jordan in 1994?

ANSWER: ACCORD
5. 
On a sphere, if given a line and a point not on the line, how many parallel lines are there to the line through the point?

ANSWER: 0
6. 
What term is used to describe a military government where a committee of generals hold ruling power?

ANSWER: JUNTA
7.  
According to Isaac Asimov, what entity must not harm a human being, must obey humans unless it conflicts with the first law, and must preserve itself unless that conflicts with one of the first two laws?

ANSWER:  ROBOT
8. 
Reacting on orders from Governor Jeb Bush, race based scholarships were ended at what Gainesville, Florida, university, where athletic teams are nicknamed the Gators?

ANSWER: University of FLORIDA
9. 
What is the highest digit in the hexadecimal system?

ANSWER: F
10.  
With a rating of 9 on the Mohs scale, it is the second-hardest naturally occurring mineral.  Gem-quality versions of what mineral include ruby and sapphire?

ANSWER:  CORUNDUM
11. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. In a triangle, the three angles are 45, 60 and 75 degrees. What is the ratio between the side opposite the 60 degree angle and the side opposite the 45 degree angle?

ANSWER: SQUARE ROOT OF 6 / 2

12. 
Lee Harvey Oswald shot John F. Kennedy, if the Warren Commission report is to be believed. Two days later, on national TV, what man shot and killed Oswald?

ANSWER: Jack RUBY
13.
American Indian and Hispanic groups are opposing Italian-American groups in their efforts to organize parades for what fall holiday?

ANSWER: COLOMBUS DAY

14. 
This word can refer to, among other things, to harshly criticise something, especially in a literary review, moving a motion-picture camera to follow a moving object or to get a wide-scale shot, or in its most common usage, a flat, wide, open container used especially in frying?

ANSWER: PAN
15. 
What is the formula for the ammonium ion?

ANSWER: NH4 

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
Who was the quarterback that led the Baltimore Ravens to victory in the 2000 Super Bowl?

ANSWER: Trent DILFER
1B. 
What Roman governing body lost most of its power on the establishment of the Roman Empire, and consisted of 300 members, all of whom served for life?

ANSWER: The SENATE
2A. 
If a solution is capable of dissolving more solute than it already contains at the same temperature, what is the name for its status?

ANSWER: UNSATURATED
2B. 
What adjective taken from a Greek philosopher is used to describe a relationship in which the two parties do not have sex?

ANSWER: PLATONIC
3A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What number's cube is five times its square?

ANSWER: FIVE
3B.  
Elizabeth Fry was a reformer in which Protestant sect founded by George Fox in the seventeenth century, known for sober dress and pacifism?

ANSWER:  QUAKERS or SOCIETY OF FRIENDS

4A.  
Isabella Linton and Heathcliff's daughter marries Catherine Earnshaw's son at the end of what only novel written by Emily Brönte?

ANSWER:  WUTHERING HEIGHTS
4B. 
What adjective describes two solutions on either side of a semipermeable membrane which have equal osmotic pressure?

ANSWER: ISOTONIC
5A. 
Benazir Bhutto served two terms as Prime Minister of what country?

ANSWER: PAKISTAN
5B. 
What is the term for a plane figure where no internal angle is greater than 180 degrees?

ANSWER: CONVEX
6A. 
While a vector has direction and magnitude, what term is used to describe a quantity with only magnitude, such as ordinary numbers and terms such as 5 miles?

ANSWER: SCALAR
6B.  
Henry Fielding's works Joseph Andrews and Shamela parodied which eighteenth century author's emotional works Clarissa Harlowe and Pamela, or Virtue Rewarded?

ANSWER:  Samuel RICHARDSON
7A.  
Raised in a New York town founded by his father, who wrote the Leatherstocking Tales, including The Pathfinder and The Last of the Mohicans?

ANSWER:  James Fenimore COOPER
7B.  
Floorstone is a variety of which hard, brittle mineral, found deep within chalk deposits and used in Neolithic times both for tools and to start fires?

ANSWER:  FLINT
8A. 
This August, the Barents Sea saw Russia naval units attempt to raise what submarine that sank in August 2000?

ANSWER: KURSK
8B. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. What is the tangent of 60 degrees?

ANSWER: SQUARE ROOT OF 3 or 1.732 

9A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the instantaneous derivative at x=4 of the quadratic function which passes through (1,2); (2,5); and (3,10)?

ANSWER: 8 (the function is x squared plus 1)

9B. 
The passage of the Pendleton Act in 1883 brought an end to what "system" where civil service jobs were handed to members and cronies of the winning political party?

ANSWER: SPOILS system

10A. 
The capital of Japan was moved in the 9th century from Nara to what city in southern Japan, which was capital until Tokyo became capital in the Meiji Restoration?

ANSWER: KYOTO
10B. 
This individual controls a legion of demon dogs, which Imhotep needs to control in order to take over the world. Who is this demonic figure, played by the Rock in the movie The Mummy Returns?

ANSWER: The SCORPION KING

Third period: 15 tossups
1.  
He enlisted in the French army in 1914, and was severely wounded in World War I, which caused him to break with Picasso by 1917.  Who, however, was the first artist to exhibit a Cubist work at the Salon des Independents in 1908?

ANSWER:  Georges BRAQUE
2.  
Which servant of Squire Allworthy and mother of the title character in a masterpiece by Henry Fielding shares her name with a talk show host who frequently features no-name bands on her show?

ANSWER:  JENNY JONES

3. 
In recent years, its reputation for aggressiveness has caused its registrations with the American Kennel Club to drop by more than 10%.  Name this type of big black dog named for a German town where all the houses had red tile roofs.

ANSWER: ROTTWEILER 

4. 
The Americans were able to push back the British twice, causing heavy losses, before running out of gunpowder. At that point, the Americans were forced to withdraw from their positions. What was this battle, most of which actually occurred on Breed's Hill?

ANSWER: Battle of BUNKER HILL

5. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. Triangle ABC is congruent to triangle DEF and angle A equals angle D while angle B equals angle E. Side AB measures 5 inches, while EG is 12 inches. How long is side AC?

ANSWER: 13 inches

6. 
What is the name of the plateau in northwestern Romania that means 'Across the Forest' in Latin, and is perhaps best known for its legendary undead inhabitants?

ANSWER: TRANSYLVANIA
7. 
In the troy measurement system used for precious metals and pharmaceuticals, how many ounces are in a pound?

ANSWER: 12 ounces

8. 
What name is given to the tendency of an object to remain at a constant velocity?

ANSWER: INERTIA
9. 
What is the past tense of the verb shake?

ANSWER: SHOOK
10.  
In his human form, he was said to have been bearded and fair-skinned and to have reigned on Earth during a golden age.  Who was this feathered serpent god of air and water for whom the Aztecs mistook Hernan Cortes?

ANSWER:  QUETZALCOATL (ketz-al-KWA-tull)

11. 
What component of the United Kingdom was officially united with England by the Act of Union in 1535?

ANSWER: WALES
12.  
As opposed to the Romanticism of Delacroix (de-la-QUA), what French artist decided to follow clarity of line and formality found both in Raphael and his Neoclassical teacher David (dah-VEED), as exemplified in La Grande Odalisque?

ANSWER:  Jean-Auguste-Dominique INGRES (ANG-ruh)

13.  
The 1965 "nonfiction novel" In Cold Blood made what author of Breakfast at Tiffany's an instant celebrity?

ANSWER:  Truman CAPOTE
14. 
Amino acids in neutral solutions are examples of what ions that contain both a positive and a negative charge?

ANSWER: ZWITTERIONS
15. 
What sort of software license is given to a corporation or a school, allowing them to make as many copies of a computer program as they deem necessary?

ANSWER: SITE license

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

The opossum is the only North American variety of--what type of mammal that includes Australian animals like wombats and kangaroos and keeps their young in pouches?

ANSWER: MARSUPIALS 

THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Remembering there are 38 numbers on a roulette wheel, what are the chances of the number 23 coming up three straight times?

ANSWER: 1 IN 54,872 or 54,871 TO 1
Born as a slave on the Eastern Shore, he escaped to freedom at age 19, where he began a career as a laborer, then a speaker and editor of an abolitionist newspaper, The North Star. Who was this man who served as a leading figure in the abolitionist movement?

ANSWER: Frederick DOUGLASS
His wife Alma's teacher introduced him to Arnold Schoenberg; that influence led him to compose "The Song of the Earth."  Identify this composer of 9½ symphonies, including "Resurrection" and "Symphony of a Thousand."

ANSWER:  Gustav MAHLER
Which Shakespeare title character, at first the Duke of Gloucester (GLAH-ster), uttered the lines "Now is the winter of our discontent" and "A horse! a horse! My kingdom for a horse!"?

ANSWER:  King RICHARD III

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


