Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #23


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
What name is given to the theory that the origin of life occured in a major event inspired by a superior being at some arbitrary point in the past?

ANSWER: CREATIONISM
2. 
What is the intersection of the sets {1, 4, 5, 7, 8} and {4, 6, 7, 10}?

ANSWER: {4, 7}
3. 
What three-word term describes a company's first sale of stock to the general public, a term introduced to the public during the Internet boom?

ANSWER: INITIAL PUBLIC OFFERING (prompt on IPO)

4. 
Who directed the movie Citizen Kane?

ANSWER: Orson WELLES
5. 
What informal maritime term is used to describe the ability to walk steadily on board a ship, especially in rough seas?

ANSWER: SEA LEGS

6. 
What object is the set of all of the genes of all members of a population, an object which many people are encouraged to "get out of?"

ANSWER: GENE POOL

7.  
A Belgian instrument-maker in 1840 invented what single-reed woodwind instrument, all but one of whose varieties, the soprano, features a curved back at the mouthpiece and an upturned bell?

ANSWER:  SAXOPHONE
8.  
She was known for her portrayal of Creole life in Louisiana, in two collections of stories:  Bayou Folk and A Night in Acadie.  Yet whose last novel, The Awakening, created a storm of criticism when it was first published?

ANSWER:  Kate CHOPIN
9. 
What is the name given to a storage area in a spreadsheet?

ANSWER: CELL
10. 
His empire did not last long after his death in 814, due to his son's inability to govern effectively. The Pope in Rome wanted his empire to serve as a counterweight to the Byzantine Empire in the East, so he was crowned Holy Roman Emperor in 800. Who is this man, the greatest of the Frankish kings?

ANSWER: CHARLEMAGNE
11. 
On August 28, he was arrested by the Claremont, California, police on the suspicion of being under the influence of PCP. This time, however, there are no allegations of police violence, as was the case 10 years ago. Who is this man, whose beating on videotape by police sparked a year of debate over police brutality and racial issues?

ANSWER: Rodney KING
12. 
What element of the halogen group is a dark, reddish-brown volatile liquid at room temperature, and has symbol Br?

ANSWER: BROMINE
13. 
The Rosetta Stone was used to decipher what previously unknown form of writing, meaning "sacred writing", which was used by the ancient Egyptians?

ANSWER: HIEROGLYPHICS or HIEROGLYPHs

14. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A TV weekly show is popular enough to charge $100,000 per minute for advertising. Given 52 episodes that air during the year, and 8 minutes of time for airing commercials per show, how much ad revenue does the show make?

ANSWER: $41,600,000 

15.  
His college friend, Moses Jackson, was referred to in his poems as Terence.  Who was this British poet whose greatest work was compiled in A Shropshire Lad?

ANSWER:  A.E. HOUSMAN
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.  
C.S. Lewis’s The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe was the first in a series of seven novels of Christian allegory for children, a chronicle set where?

ANSWER:  Chronicles of NARNIA
1B. 
What region of the brain collects and funnels information into the pituitary gland, and controls the most basic of responses and instincts?

ANSWER: HYPOTHALAMUS
2A.  
Muscovite is an example of what group of silicate minerals that split easily into thin flakes?

ANSWER:  MICAs

2B. 
The Tiber and Po rivers are in what country?

ANSWER: ITALY
3A.  
The work emphasized the rights of people over those of the government.  A significant influence on the French Revolution, then, was which book by Jean-Jacques Rousseau?

ANSWER:  The SOCIAL CONTRACT
3B.  
What Indian baby was brought up by Mother Wolf and her cubs, thus becoming the hero of Rudyard Kipling’s The Jungle Book?

ANSWER:  MOWGLI
4A. 
In how many different ways can the letters in the word BANANA be re-arranged, not counting repetitions?

ANSWER: 60
4B.  
He was said to have abducted the Greek maiden Chloris, who began to sprout flowers in his embrace and was transformed into Flora. Who was this husband of Iris and god of the west wind?

ANSWER:  ZEPHYRUS or ZEPHYR
5A. 
In India, what word is used to describe the hereditary class levels that divided all of Indian society until the 19th century?

ANSWER: CASTE  

5B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of the binomials x plus 3 and 4x minus 1?

ANSWER: FOUR X SQUARED PLUS 11X MINUS 3

6A.  
He wrote an opera for his life companion, the tenor Peter Pears, entitled “Peter Grimes,” in 1945.  Identify this composer whose name sounds like the nation from which he hailed.

ANSWER:  Benjamin BRITTEN
6B. 
What two nations are currently arguing over the fate of Kashmir, as they have done since 1948?

ANSWER: INDIA and PAKISTAN
7A. 
What city served as the capital of the Confederate States until Richmond became the capital in June 1861?

ANSWER: MONTGOMERY, Alabama

7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the volume of the largest cylinder which can be put in a rectangular solid which is 6 inches tall, 3 inches wide and 3 inches deep?

ANSWER: 13 1/2 PI or 27/2 PI
8A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the two prime factors of the number 115?

ANSWER: 23 AND 5
8B. 
How many oxygen atoms are present in a molecule of glucose?

ANSWER: SIX
9A. 
What name is given to the resistance of a liquid to flow?

ANSWER: VISCOSITY
9B.  
While on heroin in 1951 he accidentally killed his common-law life, a story documented in Junkie.  Who was this Beat Generation author of the controversial work Naked Lunch?

ANSWER:  William S. BURROUGHS
10A.  
Jane Porter, an American, falls in love with him while on safari.  Who was this earl of Greystoke, a jungle-man created by Edgar Rice Burroughs?

ANSWER:  TARZAN or the EARL OF GREYSTOKE
10B. 
General John Burgoyne was the losing general at what important 1777 battle which prompted the French to enter the Revolutionary War on the side of the USA?

ANSWER: SARATOGA
Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
What is the constant quantity in a system that is isothermal?

ANSWER: TEMPERATURE or HEAT
2. 
What is the adjective clause in this sentence? The boy, who had done nothing wrong, was still punished.

ANSWER: WHO HAD DONE NOTHING WRONG
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the other endpoint of a line with one endpoint at (-2, 3) and a midpoint at (3, 5)?

ANSWER: (8, 7)

4. 
The first treaty with this name was signed in 1864 by 16 nations and covered the protection of sick and wounded soldiers and of medical personnel and facilities. Later treaties with this name covered naval personnel and the treatment of prisoners of war. What is this series of treaties, or "conventions" named for the Swiss city in which they were signed?

ANSWER: GENEVA CONVENTIONS
5.  
He was in Japan from 1549 to 1551, establishing a Christian mission that lasted for a century.  Who was this Spanish Jesuit missionary who died of fever in China, and has an Ohio university named after him?

ANSWER:  St. Francis XAVIER
6. 
Greece and Turkey joined in 1952, and West Germany joined in 1955. What is this organization created in 1949 to maintain forces to defend Western Europe against a possible Soviet invasion?

ANSWER: NATO
7. 
What term is used to describe a number which cannot be expressed as a ratio of two integers?

ANSWER: IRRATIONAL
8.  
Who wrote both The Power and the Glory and The End of the Affair, the latter made into a 1999 movie directed by Neil Jordan?

ANSWER:  Graham GREENE
9. 
"Fake Plastic Trees", "Optimistic", "Creep", "Knives Out" and "Karma Police" are all songs by what band?

ANSWER: RADIOHEAD
10.  
Gutzon Borglum designed both the Stone Mountain monument to the Confederacy and what South Dakotan landmark, featuring four faces of great presidents?

ANSWER:  MOUNT RUSHMORE
11. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope of a line which has a y-intercept of 4 and runs through the point (3,2)? 

ANSWER: -2/3

12. 
What name is given to the plant hormones which promote stem elongation, germination, and conversion of the embroynic food source into usable sugars?

ANSWER: GIBBERELLINs

13. 
What seven-letter word is used to refer to a relationship entered very quickly after the termination of a long-standing relationship, the act of recovering from a setback, or the act of being first to touch the basketball after a missed shot?

ANSWER: REBOUND
14. 
The Kennedy Space Center is located near which promontory on the Atlantic coast of Florida, located 228 miles north of Miami?

ANSWER: CAPE CANAVERAL
15. 
Theodore Roosevelt gave what name to the reporters and writers who aroused public opinion while exposing the scandals and abuses of government and big business during the early part of the 20th century?

ANSWER: MUCKRAKERS
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

His avant-garde novel The Enormous Room was based on his internment in a French concentration camp during World War I.  Who, however, was best known as a poet who experimented with punctuation and typography, which extended to his name in all lowercase letters?

ANSWER:  e e cummings
In a speech in Wheeling, West Virginia, on February 9, 1950, he charged that 205 Communists were working in the State Department. Whipping up a nationwide fear, he spearheaded Congressional investigations that caught many Communists, but ruined many innocent men's careers until his 1953 censure by the Senate. Who was this Wisconsin Senator?

ANSWER: Joseph A. McCARTHY
German meteorologist Alfred Wegener (VEGG-en-ur) developed what theory of the movement of large land masses on the Earth that broke apart from supercontinent Pangaea (pan-GEE-ah)?

ANSWER:  CONTINENTAL DRIFT
What name is given to a quadrilaterial which may not have equal angles, but all of whose sides are of equal length?

ANSWER: RHOMBUS
Rembrandt, Titian (TIH-shun), and Raphaelle were all sons of what prolific late-eighteenth century American portraitist of the Founding Fathers, including George Washington?

ANSWER:  Charles Willson PEALE
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


