Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Intramural Competition, Match #28


AThese questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Intramural or Junior Varsity level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Bryce Avery and Andy Goss are the authors of these questions.

If individual Schools use these questions to conduct Scholastic Bowl practices or to hold Intramural competition, they must not release these questions to entities outside the school, as some Districts are using these questions as Junior Varsity-level packets.

If individual Districts use these questions to conduct a Junior Varsity Scholastic Bowl competition, they must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1. 
Who is the current Minority Leader of the House?

ANSWER: Richard GEPHARDT
2. 
Edwin Drake was the first man to successfully drill oil, doing so near Titusville in what state, for which an oil company is today named?

ANSWER: PENNSYLVANIA
3. 
What four-letter word alternately refers to a brief and casual kiss, or to a unit of dry measure equal to eight quarts?

ANSWER: PECK
4. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the two factors of the polynomial 3X squared plus X minus 10?

ANSWER: X PLUS 2 and 3X MINUS 5

5. 
In what sort of wave do medium particles travel in a parallel direction to the direction of the wave, an example of which is a sound wave?

ANSWER: LONGITUDINAL wave

6. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope between the points (5, 3) and (-2, 7)?

ANSWER: -4/7
7. 
What name is given to a mating strategy in which two individuals form a more or less permanent pair-bond, helping to raise offspring, a mating strategy that is practiced by most humans?

ANSWER: MONOGAMY
8.  
What 12-reel film of 1915 revolving around the aftermath of the American Civil War, the first work for Mutual Studios by D.W. Griffith, marked the emergence of motion pictures as a full-fledged art form?

ANSWER:  The BIRTH OF A NATION
9. 
In September 1950, UN forces made an amphibious landing near what South Korea town near Seoul to help aid the breakout in the Pusan perimeter to the southeast?

ANSWER: INCHON
10.  
It is a technique used to intensify social and political issues by introducing grotesque or fanciful material.  What style did Gabriel Garcia Marquez master in his work One Hundred Years of Solitude?

ANSWER:  MAGIC REALISM
11.  
What Roman author of The Art of Love and Metamorphoses was banished to a port on the Black Sea in 9 AD by the Emperor Augustus?

ANSWER:  OVID (AH-vid)

12. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the surface area in square inches of a rectangular prism with dimensions 4 inches by 6 inches by 2 inches?

ANSWER: 88 square inches
13. 
What is the general term for cells which contain a haploid number of chromosomes, a group of cells which include sperm and egg cells?

ANSWER: GAMETEs

14.  
Males are bearded, wear tunics and hoods, and often conceal their treasure in underground dwellings.  Charles Isham brought the garden variety of what mischievous spirits from Germany to England in 1850 for the lawn of his mansion?

ANSWER:  GNOMES
15. 
The Mau Mau rebellion occurred in the 1950s among disaffected Kikuyu in what East African country ruled by the British and with a capital at Nairobi?

ANSWER: KENYA
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A. 
What Chinese dynasty was founded in 1368, and is best-known for its porcelain?

ANSWER: MING
1B. 
Using the most common isotopes of hydrogen and oxygen, how many grams are in one mole of water?

ANSWER: 18
2A.  
Tom, the son, was the most prominent member of what “Okie” family featured in John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath?

ANSWER:  JOAD
2B. 
George W. Bush, at the most recent OAS meeting, attempted to get discussion started on a successor to NAFTA called the FTAA. What do the initials FTAA stand for?

ANSWER: FREE TRADE AREA OF THE AMERICAS
3A. 
Computers, radios and televisions in the 1950s used what devices, about the size of a light bulb, to power itself?

ANSWER: VACUUM TUBES
3B. 
What school of economics, popular in the 17th and 18th century, believed in government action to encourage the flow of gold and other precious metals into the country?

ANSWER: MERCANTILISM
4A. 
Two R groups joined by a carbon atom with a double-bonded oxygen atom make what class of organic compounds?

ANSWER: KETONEs

4B.  
What friend of Boccaccio wrote sonnets in praise of his idealized love, Laura?

ANSWER:  PETRARCH
5A. 
What NASCAR event is run on May 27, the same day as the Indy 500?

ANSWER: COCA-COLA 600
5B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the fractions 1/4 and 7/9?

ANSWER: 37/36 or 1 AND 1/36

6A. 
What waterfall in Venezuela is the highest waterfall in the world?

ANSWER: ANGEL FALLS
6B. 
What name is given to the possible variations of a given gene?

ANSWER: ALLELE
7A. 
To negate a verb, what two words are used in French to "surround" the verb?

ANSWER: NE / PAS
7B.  
Born in Newport News, Virginia, her first hit was 1938’s “A-Tisket, A-Tasket.”  Name this great jazz artist whose name was almost synonymous with scat singing.

ANSWER:  Ella FITZGERALD
8A. 
THIS IS A COMPUATION QUESTION. To the nearest degree, what is the degree measure of each external angle of a regular polygon with 13 sides?

ANSWER: 28 degrees

8B. 
Leonidas was the Spartan king who led the brave defense of a mountain pass at what battle where the Greeks were ultimately overwhelmed by the Persians?

ANSWER: THERMOPYLAE
9A. 
The heat required to raise 1 gram of any substance by 1 degree Celsius is what chemical property of that substance?

ANSWER: SPECIFIC HEAT
9B.  
What first name was shared by both Caddy Compson’s daughter and her brother in Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury?

ANSWER:  QUENTIN
10A. 
Who is the newly-elected Prime Minister of Italy?

ANSWER: Silvio BERLUSCONI
10B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A quadrilateral has angles of x + 4, 3x - 2, 2x + 1 and x degrees. What is the measure of x?

ANSWER: 51 degrees 

Third period: 15 tossups
1. 
If a particle's position along the x-axis is determined by the formula x(t) = 3t cubed minus 7t squared plus 5t minus 1, what formula enables you to determine its acceleration?

ANSWER: X(T) = 18t - 14

2.  
Newland Archer is engaged to May Welland, until he is captivated by her unconventional cousin Ellen Olenska.  What novel, made into a movie in 1993 by Martin Scorsese, won a Pulitzer Prize for Edith Wharton?

ANSWER:  The AGE OF INNOCENCE
3. 
What war lasted from 1700 to 1721 and involved an alliance of Poland, Denmark and Russia against an attempted Swedish hegemony?

ANSWER: GREAT NORTHERN War

4.  
Its projects include conservation of particular species, including tigers and pandas, as well as habitats such as mountain ranges.  What is this international organization that wants nothing to do with the similarly initialed group headed by Vince MacMahon?

ANSWER:  WORLD WILDLIFE FUND (or WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE); prompt on “WWF”

5.  
It shows a landscape of Suffolk watermeadows with a shallow river in the foreground being forded by two farmers in the titular wagon.  What is the name of this early-nineteenth century English landscape painting by John Constable?

ANSWER:  The HAYWAIN
6.  
Who satirized contemporary issues in his comedies, such as the new learning of Socrates in “The Clouds” and a women’s protest against war in “Lysistrata” (lie-sih-STRAH-tah)?

ANSWER:  ARISTOPHANES (air-ih-STAH-fah-nees)

7. 
What President delivered the longest inaugural address ever, contracting pneumonia and dying a month after his 1841 inauguration?

ANSWER: WILLIAM Henry HARRISON
8. 
Who is the legendary Pittsburgh Penguins player that came off a three-year retirement to lift his team to the playoffs?

ANSWER: Mario LEMIEUX
9. 
The product of measurement error in location and momentum measurements can never be smaller than h over 4PI, where h is Planck's constant. What is this scientific principle which states, in short, that the exact momentum and exact location of a particle can never be known at the same time?

ANSWER: HEISENBERG's UNCERTAINTY PRINCIPLE

10. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a sphere, in cubic inches, with a radius of 10 with a hole in the center with a radius of 2?

ANSWER: 1322 2/3 PI or 3968/3 PI

11.  
In 1858 a young peasant girl, now known as St. Bernadette, saw the Virgin Mary eighteen times in what town in southwestern France, sharing its name with Madonna’s daughter?

ANSWER:  LOURDES
12. 
It is the rotational analogue to force. What is this quantity in physics that is applied, for example, by a person trying to turn a wrench?

ANSWER: TORQUE
13. 
What number is the multiplicative identity?

ANSWER: 1
14. 
What word can precede the words bird, clap, head, cloud and storm?

ANSWER: THUNDER
15. 
What name is given to the scientific study of human population, including its size, growth, movement, density and composition?

ANSWER: DEMOGRAPHY or DEMOGRAPHICS
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

By the terms of this decree, American colonization west of the Appalachians was ended. What was this proclamation, named for the year in which it was enacted?

ANSWER: PROCLAMATION OF 1763
Soaphead Church ruins the self-image of young girl Pecola Breedlove in what first novel of Toni Morrison, an Oprah Book Club favorite?

ANSWER:  The BLUEST EYE

As opposed to regular Masses, it omits the Gloria and the Credo, but adds the Dies Irae (Day of Wrath) hymn.  Britten’s “War” and Brahms’s “German” are examples of what musical “Mass for the Dead”?

ANSWER:  REQUIEM
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Sharon has gotten a 96, 98 and a 95 on her first three tests. What will her average be if she decides to skip her fourth test and therefore get a zero?

ANSWER: 72.25

Founded in 1892, which American organization protects the environment through congressional lobbying, direct action, education, and organized outings to wild areas?

ANSWER:  SIERRA CLUB

All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


