Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2001-02 season

Regional Competition, Match #2

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Alfred Dreyfus was a captain in what country’s army when anti-Semitism fueled his false conviction on charges of spying for Germany?

ANSWER: FRANCE
2.
What 8-bit Nintendo game revolved around Doc and Little Mac’s efforts to win the Minor, Major, and World Circuit boxing titles before facing the best heavyweight champion of the 1980s in the “Dream Fight?”

ANSWER:  MIKE TYSON’S PUNCH-OUT (prompt on Punch-Out)

3.
Take an interval. Take out the middle third of that interval. Then, take out the middle third of the two intervals that have been created. Do this an infinite number of times and you have created what kind of set?

ANSWER: CANTOR set

4.
A semiconductor is a material that demonstrates some properties of a conductor. What name is given to the process of adding foreign material to a semiconductor to increase its conductivity, a name that is also the same as the practice of taking illegal substances to increase an athlete’s performance?

ANSWER: DOPING
5.
What five-letter word describes the total amount of merchandise a store has on hand, or the pieces of a business sold in exchange for a portion of annual profits and other ownership rights?

ANSWER: STOCK
6.  
A boat trip to Palestine inspired his breakthrough work Innocents Abroad.  What newspaper editor and author, born Samuel Clemens, also wrote The Prince and the Pauper as well as Huckleberry Finn?

ANSWER:  Mark TWAIN
7.
What is the conjugate of the binomial 5y – 7?


ANSWER:  5y + 7
8.
This title is usually given to the most senior member of the majority party in the Senate. Who is this official that presides over meetings of the Senate in the absence of the Vice-President?

ANSWER: PRESIDENT PRO TEMpore

9.  
Aristotle and the neo-Platonists influenced him, despite the fact that he lived thousands of miles away in Iran.  What medieval Islamic philosopher and physician is best known for his work Canon Medicinae?

ANSWER:  AVICENNA
10.  
Biting, sucking, and filtering through a cell wall using cilia are three methods of what process of taking food into the mouth?

ANSWER:  INGESTION
11.
He wrote the short opera “Camacho’s Wedding” as well as the “Reformation,” the “Scottish,” and the “Italian” symphonies.  What German also composed the Octet in E-Flat Major and the overture to “A Midsummer Night’s Dream?”

ANSWER:  Felix MENDELSSOHN-Bartholdy

12.  
Many desert sandstones date from this geologic period, occurring between 408 and 360 million years ago.  What time period also saw the flourishing of fishes, and is named after an area in southwestern England?

ANSWER:  DEVONIAN Period

13.
It is called Nunna dual Tsuny by the people whose ancestors were forced to migrate along its path, from Georgia to what is now Oklahoma. What is this “Trail” traveled by thousands of Cherokees in the 1820s?

ANSWER: TRAIL OF TEARS
14.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A hexagon has three pairs of equivalent angles. One pair is 120 degrees each, and the second pair is twice as big as the third pair. What are the measures of the other two pairs?

ANSWER: 80 degrees and 160 degrees

15.
Who wrote the Ballad of Reading Gaol (jail) while serving a sentence for immorality after allegedly homosexually seducing the son of the Marquis of Queensbury?

ANSWER: Oscar WILDE (yes, that Marquis of Queensbury)

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.
1A.
What New Deal agency was started in 1934 to ensure oversight over the trading of stocks, bonds and other financial commodities?

ANSWER: SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSON or SEC
1B.
In La Vita Nuova, Dante presents what woman as the idealized woman, a woman with whom Dante spent much of his life in love?

ANSWER: BEATRICE
2A.
What is the tenth number of the Fibonacci sequence? 

ANSWER:  55

2B. 
In mythology, what term is used to describe objects, animals, and gods that are given human attributes and characteristics?

ANSWER:  ANTHROPOMORPHISM
3A.
Ward Number 6, Uncle Vanya, Three Sisters and The Cherry Orchard are all works written by what Russian?

ANSWER: Anton CHEKHOV
3B.  
Wetter than the desert but drier than forests, which biome found in the western United States contains thick, thorny shrubs and bushes?

ANSWER:  CHAPARRAL  

4A.
High-ranking Taliban and al-Qa’eda prisoners are being sent to maximum-security facilities at what naval base in Cuba?

ANSWER: GUANTANAMO BAY
4B.
Who served as German Chancellor for 16 years between 1982 and 1998?

ANSWER: Helmut KOHL
5A.
What class of stars are the hottest and brightest?

ANSWER: O
5B.
What version of Solaris is currently in beta-testing?

ANSWER: Solaris 9 or 2.9
6A.
What name is shared by the largest cities in the states of Maine and Oregon?

ANSWER: PORTLAND
6B.  
What daughter of missionaries wrote novels about Chinese life, including East Wind-West Wind and The Good Earth?

ANSWER:  Pearl S.(ydenstricker) BUCK  

7A.
Euclid’s First Postulate states that given two points A and B, there exists what geometric structure between them?

ANSWER: LINE segment

7B.  
Paul Hindemith’s “Mathis der Maller” is based on the life of which German Renaissance artist, who created many religious pieces, including the Isenheim (EYE-zen-heim) Altarpiece?

ANSWER:  Matthias GRUNEWALD
8A.
What ten-letter word from the German words for “to wander” and “desire” describes a strong or irrestible desire to travel?

ANSWER: WANDERLUST
8B.
The chemical formula for what acid is HClO4?

ANSWER: PERCHLORIC acid

9A.  
He served Frederick the Great for 27 years as court harpsichordist, and wrote a treatise on keyboard playing.  Who was this Hamburg-based third son of Johann Sebastian Bach?

ANSWER:  CARL Phillpp Emanuel BACH (or C.P.E. BACH)

9B.
Who warned the government not to pin farmers and working people on a “cross of gold” at the 1896 Democratic National Convention?

ANSWER: William Jennings BRYAN
10A.  
The DNA nitrogen base thymine always pairs up with which other purine base?

ANSWER:  ADENINE
10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a rectangle whose perimeter is 44, and whose width is 2 less than its height?

ANSWER: 120 (10 and 12)

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
The product of the pressure and volume will always be constant, if the temperature and number of moles remain constant. This is a statement of what law discovered by and named for an English chemist in 1662?

ANSWER: BOYLE’s Law

2.
With British Major John Andre, he tried to engineer the turnover of West Point, New York, to the British during the Revolutionary War. He failed, and was imprisoned. Who is this man who has come to symbolize treachery to American students ever since?

ANSWER: Benedict ARNOLD
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What number is 70% of 250?

ANSWER:  175
4.  
Architect Howard Roark refuses to conform to alterations in his designs, and instead destroys his project in what 1943 novel by Ayn Rand?

ANSWER:  The FOUNTAINHEAD
5.
Eduardo Duhalde emerged as the president of what country after a chaotic week in which five people held the office?

ANSWER: ARGENTINA
6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the slope-intercept form of the equation 12x + 6y = 3?

ANSWER:  y = -2x + 1/2 (y equals negative two x plus one-half)

7.
What type of verb does NOT have a direct object?

ANSWER: INTRANSITIVE
8.  
Greek artists Polyclitus and Myron both sculpted athletes throwing what circular item?

ANSWER:  DISCUS 

9.  
If the skin is sufficiently exposed to sunlight, it can produce this important fat-soluble chemical.  Also found in liver, fish oils, and margarine, which vitamin is needed for proper uptake of calcium and phosphorus in bones?

ANSWER:  Vitamin D
10.
What term in Marxist thought is used to apply to the section of the proletariat that are the outcast and submerged elements of a capitalist society that include beggars, tramps and other discarded elements?

ANSWER: LUMPENPROLETARIAT
11.
He was able to cross the Hellespont by building a bridge of boats during his invasion of Greece. He defeated the Greeks at Thermopylae, but saw his navy destroyed at Salamis. Who was this Persian king?

ANSWER: XERXES I

12.
Its release has been pushed back all the way to May or June 2003, probably due to the deaths of both Gloria Foster as the Oracle and Aaliyah.  What is the name of this sequel that will once again star Carrie-Anne Moss as Trinity and Keanu Reeves as Neo?

ANSWER:  THE MATRIX:  RELOADED  (accept THE MATRIX 2)

13.  
In 1925 Anita Loos (LOHSS) published this novel featuring female gold-digger Lorelei Lee.  What book was made into a famous Marilyn Monroe movie a quarter century later, and also had in 1927 a literary sequel, But Gentlemen Marry Brunettes?

ANSWER:  GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES
14.
A compound of this element was once used as an anti-knock agent in leaded gasoline. It is not obtained from seawater, which has only about 85 parts per million, but rather from brine wells in Michigan and Arkansas. What is this element which is a reddish-brown liquid at room temperature?

ANSWER: BROMINE
15.
The great circle is the shortest length between two points in what kind of non-Euclidean geometry?

ANSWER: SPHERICAL
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.
Snorri Sturleson and Haldor Laxness are the two best-known authors from what Scandinanvian country?

ANSWER: ICELAND
2.  
Like Lamarck, this Soviet scientist believed that organisms could pass characteristics acquired during its lifetime to an offspring.  What misguided biologist nevertheless used his influence to discredit Mendel’s theory of heredity in the USSR until he was deposed in 1964?

ANSWER:  Trofim LYSENKO
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If a triangle has its angles in the ratio 1:1:2 and the longest side is the square root of 98, what is the length of either of the two legs?

ANSWER: 7
4.
The slave-soldiers known as the Mamelukes ruled over what country for several centuries?

ANSWER: EGYPT
5.  
In Judaism, what eight-day holiday in the month of Nisan commemorates the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt, when only Egyptian first-born sons were killed in retribution for a Pharaoh’s decree?

ANSWER:  PASSOVER
All questions © 2001 by Shawn Pickrell. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


