Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #2

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Christopher Moretti are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the value of sine squared of 45 degrees plus cosine squared of pi over four radians?

ANSWER: 1
2.
For 10 points, what food company produces Kool-Aid, Velveeta and of course, Cheese and Macaroni?

ANSWER: KRAFT Foods, Inc.

3.
For 10 points, what William Faulkner novel contains the characters Joanna Burden, Reverend Hightower and Joe Christmas?

ANSWER: LIGHT IN AUGUST
4.
It accepts materials produced in the endoplasmic reticulum into small vesicles, and packages them for use in other parts of the cell.  For ten points, what is this organelle commonly found in cellular cytoplasm, named after an Italian anatomist?

ANSWER:  GOLGI APPARATUS (or GOLGI BODY) 

5.
For 10 points, James Oglethorpe was the founder of what colony?

ANSWER: GEORGIA
6.
For 10 points, what is the punctuation mark of three periods in a row used to mark a deliberate omission of words or entire sentences from a direct quotation?

ANSWER: ELLIPSIS
7.
Programs of this type can be downloaded freely. The program you can download for free will either expire after a certain date or have reduced functionality. If you send the author a fee, you can get a permanent, full version of the program. For 10 points, this describes what kind of software distribution model?

ANSWER: SHAREWARE
8.
The highlights of his reign include being forced to recognize the independence of Scotland and being overthrown by his own wife and her lover. For 10 points, who was this king of England, the son of Edward Longshanks, known for his role in Braveheart?

ANSWER: EDWARD II
9.
For ten points, what sacred oratorio by Handel contains the “Hallelujah Chorus”?

ANSWER:  MESSIAH
10.
For 10 points, what Electronic Arts game has players take a person and lead them through their daily lives?

ANSWER: The SIMS
11.
For 10 points, what was the first artificial satellite launched into orbit?

ANSWER: SPUTNIK I

12.
For ten points, what collection of stories does the bride Scheherazade (sheh-hair-uh-ZAHD) tell to a sultan in order to save her neck for nearly three years, with subjects including Sinbad the Sailor, Ali Baba, and Aladdin?

ANSWER:  The ARABIAN NIGHTS (or A THOUSAND AND ONE NIGHTS)

13.
For 10 points, in what city were Shafal Mosed, Yahya Goba, Sahim Alwan, Yasein Taher and Faysal Galab allegedly members of an al-Qa’eda cell?

ANSWER: BUFFALO 

14.
For 10 points, what is the area between the crust and the core of the earth?

ANSWER: MANTLE
15.
It is the electrode in an electrochemical cell where oxidation occurs. For 10 points, what is this electrode directly opposite the cathode?

ANSWER: ANODE
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
Who was President during the “Era of Good Feelings?”

ANSWER: James MONROE
1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. 2x over 3√2 (three square roots of 2) equals 3√2 over x.  What are all possible values of x?

ANSWER: ±3 or 3 and -3

2A.
What daughter of Cadmus was consumed by lightning when Zeus appeared to her in his true form, yet still conceived the god Dionysus with Zeus?

ANSWER:  SEMELE (SEH-muh-lee)

2B.
What name is given to the two dots placed over an A, O or U in the German language?

ANSWER: UMLAUT
3A.
What is the largest even prime number?

ANSWER: 2 (2 is the only even prime number)

3B.
What is the SI unit of power?

ANSWER: WATT
4A.
What novel details the search for good husbands by sisters Elinor and Marianne Dashwood, and was written in 1811 by Jane Austen?

ANSWER:  SENSE AND SENSIBILITY
4B.
What dynasty ruled Austria during World War I?

ANSWER: HAPSBURGs

5A.
What molecule responsible for protein synthesis consists of a single strand and comes in three varieties:  ribosomal, transfer, and messenger?

ANSWER:  RNA (or RIBONUCLEIC ACID)

5B.
The Florida Democratic primary for governor saw unknown Bill McBride compete against what former attorney general?

ANSWER: Janet RENO
6A.
The BART is the subway system for what major American city?

ANSWER: SAN FRANCISCO
6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If n is a positive integer, what is i to the 4n plus 3 [i4n+3) ]?

ANSWER: -i (negative i)

7A.
Jarrod Washburn is a star with what baseball team?

ANSWER: ANAHEIM ANGELS (either is acceptable)

7B.
Who wrote the books The Moon is a Harsh Mistress and Starship Troopers?

ANSWER: Robert HEINLEIN
8A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A circle has radius of 6.  What is the measure, in degrees, of an arc whose length is 2π?

ANSWER: 60

8B.
What is the amount of heat required to raise one gram of any  substance by one degree Celsius?

ANSWER: SPECIFIC heat

9A.
What two-word phrase is a revered object in Southeast Asia, but in the US refers to a rare or expensive object that is a financial burden to maintain?

ANSWER: WHITE ELEPHANT
9B.
Large retailers such as Wal-Mart are able to drive out smaller retailers due to what principle, which basically states that larger orders of a good will have a lower per-unit cost?

ANSWER: ECONOMICS OF SCALE or ECONOMIES OF SCALE
10A.
Biomes can be divided into what smaller classification, featuring places such as oceans, deserts, forests, and lakes, where plants and animals reside?

ANSWER:  HABITAT
10B.
What name is given to the distance from one pitch to the next higher or lower pitch of the same letter designation, a span of eight steps on the diatonic scale?


ANSWER:  OCTAVE
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For 10 points, the acceleration due to gravity is what unit, whose name is a single letter?

ANSWER: G
2.
For 10 points what faded Southern belle is the central character of A Streetcar Named Desire?

ANSWER: BLANCHE DuBOIS
3.
Exodus Chapter 20, verses 8 through 11, discuss the rules governing observance; on this day, the rabbi reads the additional Mussaf (MOO-soff) service, and the day ends with a Havdalah reading at sunset.  For ten points, what holiday is celebrated by Jews 52 times a year as a day of rest?

ANSWER:  SHABBAT (or Sabbath)

4.
For ten points, what term is used to denote climates either in the middle latitudes of the Earth or those with moderate temperature?

ANSWER:  TEMPERATE climates

5.
For 10 points, what name is given to the three wars between Rome and Carthage?

ANSWER: PUNIC Wars

6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The numbers 535 and 777 are palindromes, that is, they read the same forward and backward.  For 10 points, how many numbers between 100 and 1,000 are palindromes?

ANSWER: 90 

7.
W. Bruce Cameron wrote them in 1998. They begin, “If you pull into my driveway and honk you’d better be delivering a package, because you’re sure as heck not picking anything up.” For 10 points, what are these “rules” many of your parents might wish to enforce and for which a new ABC TV series starring John Ritter is named?

ANSWER: 8 SIMPLE RULES FOR DATING MY TEENAGE DAUGHTER
8.
Lord Berkeley, the sitting governor, negotiated some treaties with the Indians that favored his friends. A disgruntled trader rose up in revolt against Berkeley and drove him out of Jamestown. However, the rebellion collapsed after the death of its leader. For 10 points, what is the name of this 1676 rebellion in Virginia?

ANSWER: BACON’S Rebellion

9.
First, a zygote, or fertilized egg, is transformed during the cleavage process into a blastula.  Then that ball of cells is rearranged into a gastrula, the second stage of growth in, for ten points, what developing form of a multicellular organism?

ANSWER:  EMBRYO
10.
For ten points, what Englishman penned The Hunting of the Snark, “Jabberwocky,” Through the Looking-Glass, and Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland?


ANSWER:  Lewis CARROLL
11.
This country has two capitals, La Paz and Sucre. For 10 points, what is this landlocked South American country?

ANSWER: BOLIVIA
12.
For ten points, in 1905 who became the most famous patent officer in Switzerland’s history when he published papers on Brownian motion, the photoelectric effect, and the theory of special relativity?

ANSWER:  Albert EINSTEIN
13.
This poem begins “Something there is that doesn’t love a wall.” For 10 points, what is this Robert Frost poem that ends with the familiar line, “Good fences make good neighbors?”

ANSWER: MENDING WALL
14.
Xenophon’s (ZEE-no-fons) Memorabilia and Plato’s dialogues contain the main teachings of, for ten points, what philosopher and master of rhetoric who was forced to kill himself by drinking hemlock?

ANSWER:  SOCRATES (SOCK-rah-teez)

15.
He was appointed Professor of Moral Philosophy at Glasgow University in 1752, where he lectured on ethics, jurisprudence and economics. Eight years later, he published The Theory of Moral Sentiments, and then retired from Glasgow to write his seminal classic, which he published in 1776. For 10 points, who was this man that wrote An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations?

ANSWER: Adam SMITH
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
He opened a daguerreotype (duh-GAIR-ee-oh-tipe) studio in New York in 1844, and published a Gallery of Famous Americans in 1850.  For ten points, what photographer took over 30 of the known portraits of Abraham Lincoln, as well as many of the battle photos from the Civil War?

ANSWER:  Matthew BRADY

2.
For 10 points, what political machine was led by William “Boss” Tweed?

ANSWER: TAMMANY HALL
3.
For ten points, Charles Darwin’s basis of evolution rested on what concept, where an organism changes its genotype by differentially reproducing, commonly known as “survival of the fittest?”

ANSWER:  NATURAL SELECTION
4.
For 10 points, what African country is the home of the authors of The Lion and the Jewel and Anthills of the Savanna, Wole (WOLE-ay) Soyinka and Chinua Achebe (a-KAY-bay)?

ANSWER:  NIGERIA
5.
For 10 points, for what values of p and q is the proposition p ( q (p implies q) false?

ANSWER: P Λ ¬Q (p and not q)

All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


