Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #18

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
It lasted until 1669, although its decline can be dated to a 1441 defeat by Dutch forces which ended the gains of 1370. In that year, the Treaty of Straslund ended its war with Denmark and guaranteed a monopoly in Scandanavia. It began in 1241, when merchants from Lübeck and Hamburg signed a treaty. For ten points, name this trade confederation of German towns.

ANSWER: Hanseatic League [or HANSA]

2.
By this phase, the nuclear membrane has disappeared completely, the two pair of centrioles have aligned at opposite poles of the cell, and the spindle has fully developed.  For ten points, what phase of mitosis occurs directly before anaphase?

ANSWER:  metaphase
3.
The compound calcium tungstate is now named in his honor.  An apothecary all of his life, he isolated the compounds glycerol, citric acid, and hydrogen cyanide.  For ten points, in the 1770s what Swedish chemist discovered chlorine, manganese, molybdenum, and even oxygen two years before Joseph Priestley?

ANSWER:  Carl Wilhelm Scheele
4.
For ten points, what son of Geb and Nut (NOOT) ruled the Egyptian underworld after his brother Set killed him?

ANSWER:  Osiris
5.
In his formative years, only his brother-in-law, the blacksmith Joe Gargery, shows him any love and compassion.  In his adult years, what orphan of a Dickens novel, for ten points, entangles himself with Miss Havisham, her ward Estella, and a mysterious benefactor named Abel Magwitch?

ANSWER:  Pip (or Philip Pirrip)

6.
For ten points, name the environmentalist, anti-business party which placed third in the 2000 presidential election on the ticket of Winona LaDuke and Ralph Nader.

ANSWER: Green Party

7.
At the start of this play, we learn that Banker Cartwright will buy a car in five years and hear complaints about the drinking of church organist Simon Stimson. It follows the “Daily Life,” “Love and Marriage,” and “Death,” of Emily Webb and George Gibbs. For ten points, name this play set in Grover’s Corner’s, New Hampshire, narrated by the Stage Manager and written by Thornton Wilder.

ANSWER: “Our Town”

8.
For ten points, name the country, the largest by area in Africa, in which the Blue Nile and White Nile meet at Khartoum.

ANSWER: Republic of the Sudan [or Jamhuryat es-Sudan]

9.
Serbian geophysicist Milutin Milankovitch proposed a theory stating that periodic secular changes in the Earth’s orbit caused these events during the Quaternary period.  For ten points, what global phenomena are concerned with cooling temperatures as well as advancement and retreat of glaciers?

ANSWER:  ice ages
10. 
For ten points, name the man who succeeded Coolidge as President but, after failing to address the Great Depression, was defeated for re-election by Franklin Roosevelt.

ANSWER: Herbert Clark Hoover 

11.
Certain rodents require this vitamin for normal reproduction, which is chemically known as alpha tocopherol (toe-KOFF-er-ol).  For ten points, you can find what fat-soluble vitamin in wheat-germ oil and the leaves of green vegetables?

ANSWER:  Vitamin E
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. One, three, and six are examples.  For 10 points, what is the name for numbers that can be formed by counting the number of objects used in making an equilateral  triangle?  

ANSWER: Triangular Numbers
13. 
Pure manufacturing concerns were exempted from its provisions in the U.S. v. E.C. Knight Company decision. Theodore Roosevelt used it against Northern Securities, the American Tobacco Company, and Standard Oil. For ten points, name this 1890 law which barred “every contract…in restraint of trade or commerce among the several States.”

ANSWER: Sherman Antitrust Act
14.
According to the Koran, it was first built by Adam and then rebuilt by Abraham and Ishmael.  Located in the courtyard of the Great Mosque in Mecca, for ten points, what cube-shaped structure houses the sacred Black Stone?

ANSWER:  Kaaba
15.
This eight-letter word, whose origin is the Greek for “appear”, refers to a sudden manifestation of something’s meaning. For 10 points, what is this word which to Christians also means the revelation of Christ’s divine nature to the Magi, and is traditionally celebrated on January 6?

ANSWER: EPIPHANY 

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
In this conflict, which began in 1817, both Spanish and British citizens were killed by the zealous Andrew Jackson. Name this war that began with back-and-forth attacks between settlers in Georgia and the namesake tribe in Florida.

ANSWER: First SEMINOLE War 

1B.
What is the past participle of the verb go? 

ANSWER: GONE
2A.
Under what conditions is P exclusive or Q false?

ANSWER: P AND Q ARE BOTH TRUE AND P AND Q ARE BOTH FALSE

2B.
What type of cell, such as bacteria and blue-green algae, lacks a distinct nucleus?

ANSWER:  prokaryotes (or prokaryotic)

3A.
Hans Holbein the Younger completed numerous paintings of which English monarch and his family?

ANSWER:  Henry VIII
3B.
What name is given to a straight path that proceeds infinitely from its endpoint?

ANSWER: RAY
4A.
What low but massive dark clouds form organized squall lines and produce hail, lightning, thunder, and tornadoes?

ANSWER:  cumulonimbus
4B.
Name the 1905 treaty which ended the Russo-Japanese War and won a Nobel Peace Prize for Theodore Roosevelt.

ANSWER: Treaty of PORTSMOUTH
5A.
Ford Prefect and Arthur Dent are introduced to readers in what first work in a series by science fiction author Douglas Adams?


ANSWER:  The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy
5B.
Name the rapper whose songs “Between Me and You,” “I Cry,” and “Put It on Me” and “Always on Time” may be found on such albums as Veni Vetti Vecci and Pain Is Love.

ANSWER: Ja Rule [accept Jeffrey Atkins before the name is read]

6A.
Name the Liberal Party leader who defeated Kim Campbell in 1993 elections and has been prime minister of Canada ever since.

ANSWER: Jean Chrétien
6B.
His works include The Covenant, about South Africa, Space, Texas, and Mexico. Name this author of lengthy historical novels such as the prizewinning Tales of the South Pacific.

ANSWER: James Albert Michener

7A.
What is the period of the unmodified secant and cosecant functions?

ANSWER: 2π

7B.
What word describes a substance, especially a metal, which can be shaped by hammering or rolling?

ANSWER: MALLEABLE
8A.
Name the European state led by President Kaspar Villiger which, in 2002, became the first country to join the United Nations by plebiscite.

ANSWER: Switzerland [or Swiss Confederation; or Schweiz, or Suisse, or Svizra]

8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the cross product of the vector 5i + 3j + 1k and the vector 6i – 3j + 0k?

ANSWER: 3i + 6j – 33k
9A.
What statement in C and C++ is used to terminate a function and possibly report a value back to the calling function?

ANSWER: RETURN
9B.
Name the Egyptian ruler who attempted to institute exclusive worship of the sun god, becoming history’s first recorded monotheist.

ANSWER: Akhenaton [or Ikhanaton; or Amenhotep IV]

10A.
What English public servant gave the world a vivid account of life during the Restoration period, including the Plague and the Great Fire in 1666, with his famous Diary?


ANSWER:  Samuel Pepys (PEEPS)

10B.
What sect of Christianity was founded in England in 1738 by George Whitefield and the brothers Charles and John Wesley?

ANSWER:  Methodism (or Methodists)

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For ten points, what author who used the pseudonym Currer Bell wrote the novels Villette and Jane Eyre?

ANSWER:  Charlotte Brontë (BRAWN-tay)

2.
He served as music director to both the Duke of Gonzaga and to St. Mark’s Cathedral in Venice in the early seventeenth century.  For ten points, what Italian baroque master wrote vespers, madrigals, and the operas “The Coronation of Poppaea” and “Orfeo?”

ANSWER:  Claudio Monteverdi

3.
After graduating from UCLA with a degree in English literature, he joined the Delta Force counterterrorism unit of the Army. In that capacity, he led Operation Proteus and first captured Victor Drazen. Later, he had to protect David Palmer and recover his own daughter Kim and wife Teri during a hectic single-day period. For ten points, name this agent played by Kiefer Sutherland on 24.

ANSWER: Jack Bauer

4.
For 10 points, what is the gas with chemical symbol Rn?

ANSWER: RADON
5.
John Watson first described this theory, and B.F. Skinner applied it at the level of a society. Identify this psychologial school which approaches all animal processes as conditioned responses to stimuli.

ANSWER: behaviorism
6.
For ten points, what royal house, whose members included Edward IV, Edward V, and Richard III, controlled England from 1461 to 1485 before losing the War of the Roses to the House of Lancaster?

ANSWER: House of York 

7.
Glenn Gould has recorded this piece twice, once in 1955 as his debut album.  For ten points, what musical work composed by J.S. Bach, officially titled “Aria with 30 Variations,” was originally performed in a serenade by the 15-year old harpsichordist of a count, so that the latter could sleep?

ANSWER:  “Goldberg Variations”
8.
Astatine, iodine, bromine, chlorine and fluorine are members of, for 10 points, what chemical family?

ANSWER: HALOGENs or Group VII-A (Seven-A)

9. 
For ten points, name the poem which begins, “I saw the best minds of my generation destroyed by madness,” written by Allen Ginsberg.

ANSWER: “Howl”

10.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A banker has 20 coins, consisting of all dimes and quarters.  If the dimes were worth 25 cents and quarters worth 10 cents, the banker would have 90¢ more than he actually does.  For 10 points, how many quarters does he have?

ANSWER: 7
11.
For ten points, who wrote the nonfiction books The Road to Wigan Pier and Homage to Catalonia, as well as the dystopian novels Animal Farm and 1984?

ANSWER:  George Orwell (accept Eric Arthur Blair) 

12.
Continuous with the outer membrane of the nuclear envelope, for ten points, what system of double-layered membranes within a cell comes in smooth and rough varieties, the latter containing ribosomes?

ANSWER:  endoplasmic reticulum (prompt on “ER”)

13.
For ten points, name the committee, first led by Martin Dies, which produced the so-called “Hollywood Ten blacklist” while investigating Communists.

ANSWER: House Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC)

14.
For 10 points, “Stuke Dinks” is an example of what speaking error where the speaker transposes the initial sounds of two words?

ANSWER: SPOONERISM 

15.
In 2002, it launched a website celebrating the twenty-fifth anniversary of its founding under the leadership of James R. Schlesinger. For 10 points, name the U.S. Cabinet department, currently led by Spencer Abraham.

ANSWER: United States Department of Energy
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
The first one was given to Bill Singer of the Dodgers in 1969. Since then twenty-nine players have earned two hundred or more, including Bobby Thigpen, who still holds the major league record for a single season despite challenges this year from Eric Gagne and John Smoltz. For ten points, name this statistic awarded under various circumstances to relief pitchers who work the final outs of a game.

ANSWER: saves

2.
For 10 points, how many significant digits are in the number 100.010?

ANSWER: SIX
3.
For ten points, on what island may one find Diamond Head, Waikiki Beach, Waipahu, Kaneohe, Pearl Harbor, and Honolulu?

ANSWER: Oahu

4.
Dubbed “The Poison Squad” by one member, this group included Marc Connelly, Franklin Pierce Adams, Robert Benchley, Robert Sherwood, Heywood Broun, Harold Ross, Edna Ferber, George S. Kaufmann, Harpo Marx, Alexander Woolcott, and Dorothy Parker. For ten points, name this literary circle linked by, and named for, the New York hotel at which they ate lunch daily.

ANSWER: Algonquin round table
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A bulk package contains sponges and cloths.  The ratio of sponges to cloths is initially 7 to 8, when the package contains 119 sponges.  If  17 cloths are taken out of the package, for 10 points, what is the new ratio?

ANSWER: 1:1
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


