Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #23

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
 For ten points, name the state in which one may find Dubuque, Ames, Cedar Falls, and Des Moines.

ANSWER: Iowa
2.
Edward Lear was the master of this poetic form, having written over 200 examples, many of which are included in his 1846 Book of Nonsense.  For ten points, what light verse form features an AABBA rhyming scheme in its five lines, and has no real connection with the Irish city of the same name?

ANSWER:  limerick
3.
For ten points, name the dictator who became notorious for eating his political opponents during his eight years ruling Uganda.

ANSWER: Idi Amin Dada

4.
 In August 2002, he was fined half of his prize money for a tournament in Cincinnati after declining to do an interview. For 10 points, name this Australian, still ranked number one in men’s tennis.

ANSWER: Leyton Hewitt

5.
Quartz, gypsum, and calcite are common constituents of them; the barchan (BAR-kan) variety is crescent-shaped, and points downward from the main mass.  For ten points, what name is given to these accumulations of windblown sand found in both deserts, a favorite of Frank Herbert?


ANSWER:  sand dunes
6.
 For ten points, name the American Revolutionary War general whose guerilla attacks on British forces in the South led to his nickname, “Swamp Fox.”

ANSWER: Francis Marion

7.
 If I drop an object from a high enough point, it will eventually reach a maximum speed. For 10 points, what is this maximum speed that can be reached with gravity?

ANSWER: TERMINAL speed

8.
Today, this word refers to any large-scale destruction, a far cry from the original meaning it had under the Romans. For 10 points, what was this word whose origins come from the Roman practice of killing every tenth man of a mutinous legion? 

ANSWER: DECIMATE or DECIMATION or DECIMATING
9.
He was raised by the centaur Chiron (KEYE-ron) on Mount Pelion; when he came of age he traveled to Iolcus (eye-OL-kus) to claim his rightful spot on the throne from his uncle Pelias.  For ten points, Pelias then challenged what hero to voyage to Colchis (COAL-kis) and capture the Golden Fleece?

ANSWER:  Jason
10.
For ten points, who wrote The Man in the High Castle and Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?

ANSWER: Philip Kindred Dick

11.
 Texas, New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, and Colorado received new territorial or state borders and plebiscites on slavery. California was incorporated as a free state. Slavery was abolished in the District of Columbia and the final Fugitive Slave Act was passed. For ten points, name this set of laws designed to solve sectional crises, orchestrated by Henry Clay and Stephen Douglas.

ANSWER: Compromise of 1850 [accept Omnibus Bill]

12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, using the expressions r and pi, what is the length of the side of a square that has quadruple the area as a circle with radius r?

ANSWER: 2R√π (2r times the square root of pi)

13.
An apartment in St. Louis is the setting for this play. The three main characters are mother Amanda, brother Tom, and sister Laura. For 10 points, this is a description of what play by Tennessee Williams?

ANSWER: The GLASS MENAGERIE
14.
The bottom layer of older crystalline metamorphic and igneous rock formations, upon which rests younger sedimentary and volcanic rock, is known by, for ten points, what term that shares its name with the lowest, often underground level of a building?


ANSWER:  basement rock

15.
 Born in Cairo in 1933, he supposedly spends an hour each day folding his headdress into the shape of a map. In the 1960s, he allied his Fatah group with communist states, leading to a war with Jordan. By allying with Iraq in the Gulf War, he lost his financial support and was pressed into the Oslo conference. For ten points, name this Palestinian Liberation Organization chairman.

ANSWER: Yasir Arafat [or Mohammed Abdel Rahman Abdel Raouf Arafat al Qudua al Husseini]

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
The Greek master Phidias sculpted what wonder of the ancient world, a gold and ivory statue depicting the ruler of all the Greek gods?

ANSWER:  Statue of Zeus at Olympia (or Olympian Zeus)

1B.
Name the New Deal agency that existed from 1933 to 1942, employing three million young men and contributing to reforestation, fire prevention, and placement of telephone lines.

ANSWER: Civilian Conservation Corps

2A.
For ten points, what Englishman wrote “The Hind and the Panther,” “MacFlecknoe,” and “Absalom and Achitophel” (ah-KIT-oh-fel) while he was poet laureate in the 1680s?

ANSWER:  John Dryden
2B.
Which Romantic composer invented the symphonic poem, and also wrote the “Dante” symphony as well as the “Hungarian Rhapsodies?”

ANSWER:  Franz Liszt (LIST)

3A.
Nematoda, platyhelminthes (pla-tee-hell-MIN-theez), and annelida make up the three major phyla of what type of elongated limbless invertebrate?

ANSWER:  worm
3B.
What term denotes an animal, such as a human, that chooses to eat both plants and other animals?

ANSWER:  omnivore (or omnivorous)

4A.
 Name this naval engagement in which Horatio Nelson led the British force to victory over Pierre Villeneuve’s Franco-Spanish fleet, only to be mortally wounded.

ANSWER: Battle of Trafalgar

4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The sine of 60 degrees is square root of three over 2 (√3 / 2).  For ten points, what is the secant of 60 degrees?

ANSWER: 2

5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the dot product of the three element vector [two, one, two] and the three element vector [one, one, one]?

ANSWER: 5

5B.
Alexander Pope ridiculed Colley Cibber (SIB-ur), proclaiming him ruler of the empires of Emptiness and Dullness in, for ten points, what 1770-line epic poem?

ANSWER:  The Dunciad 

6A.
 In October 2002, he dispatched additional police to patrol a strike and protest march against his government, fearful of a repeat of an aborted April coup. Name this leftist president of Venezuela.

ANSWER: Hugo Chavez 

6B.
What 1916 anti-British action began when Padhraic Pearse occupied the post office in Dublin?

ANSWER: Easter Rebellion [accept Easter Rising, etc]

7A.
This Virginia-born novelist’s early works include Set This House on Fire and Lie Down in Darkness. Name this author of The Confessions of Nat Turner and Sophie’s Choice.
ANSWER: William Clark Styron, Jr.

7B.
Who wrote the book, Utopia?


ANSWER:  Sir Thomas MORE
8A.
What unit of force is the force required to give one kilogram an acceleration of one meter per second squared?

ANSWER: NEWTON
8B.
What name is given to a substance that resists changes in pH when an acid or alkaline is added?

ANSWER: BUFFER
9A.
 What common IQ test is named for the university of its chief developer, Lewis Madison Terman, and co-creator Theodore Simon’s French partner?

ANSWER: Stanford-Binet intelligence quotient test

9B.
For 10 points, for what values of P and Q is the statement “P or Q” false?

ANSWER: P AND Q ARE BOTH FALSE
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the solution to the problem CDXLIX plus DCCLXVII, expressed in Roman numerals?

ANSWER: MCCXVI (449 + 767 = 1216)

10B.
What is the singular of the plural noun “opera?”, remembering that it comes from Latin? 

ANSWER: OPUS
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
 For ten points, name the current National Security Advisor.

ANSWER: Condoleeza Rice

2.
Rounding the average atomic masses to the nearest integer, for 10 points, how many grams are in one mole of hydrogen peroxide?

ANSWER: 34 (16 * 2 = 32, 1 * 2 = 2)

3.
Most of them are nucleotides, such as NAD or ATP.  Participants in catalysis, for ten points, what small nonprotein compounds attach to enzymes, making enzymatic function possible?

ANSWER:  coenzymes
4.
It tells the story of the downfall of the Jia family, detailing the illicit affair between Jia Baoyu (bow-YOO) and his cousin Lin Taiyu (tie-YOO).  Known as Hongloumeng in Chinese, for ten points, what Manchu dynasty novel was written by Cao Xueqin (shway-CHIN)?

ANSWER:  The Dream of the Red Chamber
5.
 For ten points, name the largest lake in Central America, the namesake of its country.

ANSWER: Lake Nicaragua

6.
 After working as a hired vocalist for Schools of Thought and Choice, she earned a shot at writing her own material for the album Can’t Take Me Home, including the songs “Most Girls” and “You Make Me Sick.” She followed that with her current album, Missundaztood, featuring “Just Like a Pill” and “Don’t Let Me Get Me.” For ten points, name this singer who gives fair warning that she is coming up, implying that it may be wise to get the party started, on her biggest hit to date.

ANSWER: Pink [accept Alecia Moore before it is read]

7.
This six-letter word comes from the Arabic word for “path”. It refers to the highest point of an endeavor, often in reference to someone or some nation’s political power. For 10 points, what is this word that refers to the point on the celestial sphere directly above the observer, the opposite of nadir?

ANSWER: ZENITH
8.
One example is when an insect feeds on nectar, and carries pollen from one flower to another, while the classic case is the lichen, a composite formed by interaction between algae and a fungus.  For ten points, what is the name of the symbiotic relationship where both organisms benefit from the partnership?

ANSWER:  mutualism
9.
Saint Augustine practiced this belief for nine years, and it was founded by a Persian noble in the third century CE.  One must practice the triple seal of truth, pacifism, and celibacy if one wants to be a pure member of, for ten points, what religion that reduces theology to a dualistic struggle between Satan and God?

ANSWER:  Manichaeism (man-ih-KEE-ism) (or Manichaeanism)

10.
 For ten points, name this act of making a defamatory and untrue claim in print, as opposed to spoken slander.

ANSWER: libel

11.
For ten points, which Persian in the twelfth century classified algebraic equations of the first degree and looked at cubes from the standpoint of the general equation – mathematical work overshadowed by his “Rubaiyat” poetry?

ANSWER:  Omar Khayyam
12.
 For ten points, name the member of the Committee of Public Safety who instituted the “Reign of Terror” against political opponents during the French Revolution.

ANSWER: Maximilien François Marie Isidore de Robespierre
13.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The mass of the Great Pyramid is 557 tons greater than that of the Leaning Tower of Pisa. Stonehenge has a mass of 2695 tons, which is 95 tons less than the Leaning Tower of Pisa. There once was a Greater Pyramid which had a mass twice that of the Great Pyramid. What was the mass of the Greater Pyramid?

ANSWER: 6694 TONS
14.
In 1910 he left the office of Peter Behrens to work with Adolf Mayer for fifteen years, where they designed the Fagus Factory and an administration building for an exhibition in Cologne.  For ten points, what German architect then reorganized the Arts and Crafts School in Weimar, renaming it the Bauhaus?

ANSWER:  Walter Gropius
15.
For 10 points, what is the Spanish translation of the English sentence: “I have seen the light”?

ANSWER: HE VISTO LA LUZ (ay VEE-stoh lah loos)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
She revealed that she attended college at her “safety school,” Tufts, before moving to New York in 1985. Her father Alton is an offputting Hemingway-like author, while she has worked for Mr. Lippman at Pendant Publishing, Justin Pitt at Morgan Springs, and J. Peterman. For ten points, name this Julia Louis-Dreyfus character, the former romantic interest of Jerry Seinfeld. 

ANSWER: Elaine Marie Benes

2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A burglar broke into Locklace Community Bank and left with a large bag of gold coins.  On his way out, he was stopped by a guard, who agreed to let him go in exchange for half the money in the bag plus an additional $2,000.  He escapes with $23,000.  For 10 points, how much money was originally in the bag?

ANSWER: $50,000
T13.
Atoms and lists are the two main data types of, for 10 points, what computer language, which is mostly used in the artificial intelligence community?

ANSWER: LISP (List Processor)

4.
Its organizing convention was led by Salmon Chase and John Hale in Buffalo. Absorbing the Barnburner faction of the Democrats, it sent sixteen members to Congress in 1848 and polled almost three hundred thousand Presidential votes for Martin van Buren. For ten points, name this precursor to the Republican party as the voice of anti-slavery sentiment.

ANSWER: Free-Soil Party

5.
Her first novel was cut to half its original length by the removal of lengthy passages designed to emulate T.S. Eliot. Her body of work is small due to her death at thirty-nine from lupus; in addition to two novels, she wrote the short story collections, A Good Man is Hard to Find and Everything That Rises Must Converge. For ten points, name this author of The Violent Bear It Away and Wise Blood.

ANSWER: Mary Flannery O’Connor
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


