Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #25

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Sweaters valued at $80 normally are on sale. Mark spends $100, gets three sweaters and gets $4 in change. For 10 points, by what percentage were the sweaters on sale?

ANSWER: 60%
2.
With a name meaning “handy man,” because he purportedly used tools, a skull of what two million year old hominid, for ten points, was found by Mary and Louis Leakey at Olduvai Gorge in Tanzania?

ANSWER:  Homo habilis
3.
The Brothers Grimm wrote a version of the story first collected by Charles Perrault, and entitled it “Little-Briar Rose.”  Featuring a fairy who invokes a curse that would take effect 15 years later, for ten points, what folktale revolves around a princess who pricks her finger on a spinning wheel, beginning a century-long slumber?

ANSWER:  “The Sleeping Beauty”

4.
 For ten points, name the Australian state, with its capital at Brisbane.

ANSWER: Queensland

5.
It was given to its owner as part of her bridal dowry when she married Epimetheus.  Actually a jar, for ten points, what container held in all of the sorrows and misfortunes of humanity until its owner, the first woman on Earth, opened it, leaving only Hope?

ANSWER:  Pandora’s box (accept Pandora’s jar)

6.
 In 2002, election results in this country were anulled due to low turnout, although Miroljub Labus was well behind the incumbent. Dragisa Pasic and Vojislav Kostunica still lead the government, formed after the 2000 ouster of Slobodan Milosevic. For ten points, name this country composed of the autonomous Vojvodina and Kosovo provinces and the republics of Montenegro and Serbia.

ANSWER: Federal Republic of Yugoslavia [or Savezna Republika Jugoslavija]

7.
Gail Wynand aids, but ultimately betrays the main character.  Dominique Francon struggles with her attraction to this novel’s main character. Ellsworth Toohey opposes the main character at every turn in, for 10 points, what novel by Ayn (EYEN) Rand whose main character is Howard Roark?

ANSWER: THE FOUNTAINHEAD
8.
Dihydrogen monoxide, or hydroxyl acid, is the major component of acid rain. It contributes to the greenhouse effect, causes severe burns, erodes our landscape, accelerates rusting, causes electrical failures and has been found in cancerous tumors. Despite this, it remains legal in all 50 states. For 10 points, dihydrogen monoxide is better known by what common name?

ANSWER: WATER 

9.
 Over two hundred indictments were filed when it was exposed, including one against Orville Babcock, personal secretary to the President. Broken by Benjamin Bristow, this tax-avoidance scheme was hatched at a distillery in St. Louis. For ten points, name this Grant administration scandal.

ANSWER: Whiskey Ring

10.
It is actually denser than human or animal bodies, so a person can float on it, but struggling in it is what causes loss of balance and death by “drowning.”  Usually found near the mouth of a large river, for ten points, water saturation turns ordinary sand into what liquid-like state, where most objects sink, at least at first?

ANSWER:  quicksand
11.
For 10 points, what is the predicate adjective in the following sentence. “The gold French horn sounded wonderful when it was played by Christopher.” 

ANSWER: WONDERFUL
12.
For ten points, name this lake sandwiched by a namesake desert and city, a landmark in Utah.

ANSWER: Great Salt Lake

13.
He immigrated to the United States in 1913, when he left Fred Karno’s troupe in order to work with director Mack Sennett.  For ten points, what silent film star developed his trademark “Little Tramp” persona in films such as “The Gold Rush” and “City Lights?”

ANSWER:  Charlie Chaplin
14.
Locusts between dry and wet areas; fish between salt and fresh water; and monarch butterflies and birds between warm and cold areas are all examples of, for ten points, what periodic movement of animals from one location to another?

ANSWER:  migration
15.
Poet Georg Trakl (GAY-org TRAH-kull), playwright Arthur Schnitzler, and novelist Robert Musil all hailed, for ten points, from what German-speaking nation?

ANSWER:  Austria
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
A love triangle between Yuri, his wife Tonya, and his mistress Lara lies at the center of, for ten points, what 1957 novel about the Russian Revolution by Boris Pasternak?

ANSWER:  Doctor Zhivago
1B.
Which plant hormone promotes growth in plant stems, as opposed to root-promoting auxins (OX-ins)?

ANSWER:  gibberellins (jib-ur-ELL-ins)

2A.
How many neutrons are in an alpha particle that is released by a radioactive element?

ANSWER: TWO (two neutrons, two protons)

2B.
“Shoot, if you must, this old gray head,/But spare your country's flag,” she said. Name this title character who stands up to Stonewall Jackson in a John Greenleaf Whittier poem containing those lines.

ANSWER: “Barbara Frietchie”

3A.
It observes that “It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker, that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own interest.” Name this 1776 work by Adam Smith.

ANSWER: An Inquiry Into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations
3B.
 It was founded in the 1910s by Max Wertheimer, Kurt Koffka, and Wolfgang Köhler. Name this school of psychology that views the whole of being rather than any part alone as the source of perceptive phenomena.

ANSWER: gestalt
4A.
 In 2002, he convened a traditional loya jirga to legitimize his office. Name this leader of the Popolzai clan selected in 2001 as the interim president of Afghanistan.

ANSWER: Hamed Karzai

4B.
Recently deceased US Senator Paul Wellstone represented what state?

ANSWER: MINNESOTA
5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the norm of the vector (9, 4, 5)?

ANSWER: √122 (simply take the square root of the sum of the squares)

5B.
How many faces are on an icosahedron?

ANSWER: 20
6A.
What nationality describes an auction where a price beyond the item’s value is listed, and the price gradually lowered until someone makes a bid?

ANSWER: DUTCH auction

6B.
What word describes a physical system on which there are no outside influences that can affect the properties that are being studied?

ANSWER: CLOSED
7A.
Division Filicophyta contains what nonflowering vascular plant that has true roots and stems but reproduces by spores underneath its fronds?

ANSWER:  fern
7B.
This 1840 novel was inspired by the author’s employment on the Pilgrim’s voyage from Boston to California. Name this novel about Francis Thompson, written by Richard Henry Dana.

ANSWER: Two Years Before the Mast
8A.
 This phrase was coined by Dwight Eisenhower in his 1961 farewell address. Give the term for what was deemed a “potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power” due to defense concerns.

ANSWER: “military-industrial complex”

8B.
France’s loss here led to a total pullout from Southeast Asia. Name this fort that was captured by the Viet Minh in 1954.

ANSWER: Dien Bien Phu
9A.
Richard (REE-card) Wagner’s (VAHG-ners) last work was, for ten points, what opera about a knight’s quest for the Holy Grail and his victory over the magician Klingsor?

ANSWER:  “Parisfal” (accept “Percival”)

9B.
He drifted through four NFL teams and the World League after earning an engineering degree from Dartmouth. Name this current quarterback for the Miami Dolphins.

ANSWER: Jay Fiedler 

10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the slope of the line perpendicular to line segment between (4,5) and (7, 9) in slope-intercept form?

ANSWER: -3/4
10B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what are the two binomial factors of the polynomial x2 + 4x – 21? (x squared plus four x minus 21)

ANSWER: (X – 3) and (X + 7) (x minus 3 and x plus 7)

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
All of this play’s acts are set around meals and feature repetitive arguments suggestive of the theme of addiction. Failed actor James is berated for his miserly ways, son Jamie is revealed as an aimless drunk, Mary’s stay at a morphine addiction clinic is unsuccessful, and Edmund finally admits that he has tuberculosis. For ten points, name this play by Eugene O’Neill.

ANSWER: “Long Day's Journey into Night” 

2.
For ten points, name the South American independence fighter of mixed Irish-Spanish ancestry who became the dictator of Chile.

ANSWER: Bernardo O’Higgins Riquelme 

3.
This phenomenon occurs when light is bent as a result of passing through layers of air having vastly different temperatures. It has two possible effects, one of which occurs when the colder air is on the ground, making the object appear to float. For 10 points, what is this effect more familiar when the warmer air is on the ground, causing the sky to be reflected on the ground, making it appear there is water on the ground?

ANSWER: MIRAGE
4.
In 1844 William Cullen Bryant expressed the need for it, and nine years later the New York state legislature approved the purchase of 624 acres of land between 59th and 106th streets in order to build it.  For ten points, Calvert Vaux (VOH) and Frederick Olmsted designed what large public landscape in the middle of New York City?

ANSWER:  Central Park
5.
This country lost its Pacific coastline to Chile after the War of the Pacific. For 10 points, what is this country which today is landlocked in South America, along with Paraguay?

ANSWER: BOLIVIA
6.
In the United States, it is classified as being shorter than 14½ hands high at the shoulders.  Shetland is a type of, for ten points, what small horse that roams wild on Assateague Island and in Chincoteague, Virginia?

ANSWER:  pony
7.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A box is filled with green and red marbles. Two red marbles are pulled out. The chance of getting a green marble on the third pull is 1/5. If there are currently 20 marbles in the box, for 10 points, how many red marbles were in the box originally?

ANSWER: 18 (20 marbles – 4/5 red or 16, add two gets 18)

8.
 As a presidential advisor in his later years, he persuaded Lyndon Johnson to pull out of Vietnam and may have ended the war five years earlier had Johnson run for re-election. He won a Pulitzer for Present at the Creation, detailing his role in forming NATO. For ten points, name this man who was Secretary of State from 1949 to 1953 under Truman’s second term.

ANSWER: Dean Gooderham Acheson
9.
The main character, Gustav von Aschenbach, leaves Munich for the title city, where he becomes infatuated with Tadzio, a 14-year old Polish boy, but eventually dies of cholera.  This is the plot of, for ten points, what 1912 Thomas Mann (MAHN) novella set in Italy?

ANSWER:  Death in Venice
10.
He first hit the radio at age sixteen with “Belvedere Cruising.” While studying architecture at Cal Poly, he got a major label contract for the song “My Bologna” with the help of The Knack. His Dare to Be Stupid was the first-ever comedy CD, and his recent efforts include Bad Hair Day and Running with Scissors. For ten points, name this facial-haired, accordion-playing star of UHF and leading song parodist.

ANSWER: Alfred Matthew Yankovic [or Weird Al Yankovic]

11.
In this 335 BCE work, the author praises tragedy for imitating noble actions, but denigrates comedy because its serves lower events.  For ten points, what treatise by Aristotle is considered to be the first formal work of literary criticism?


ANSWER:  Poetics
12.
For ten points, name this major act of the Articles of Confederation government which organized the territories across the Ohio River.

ANSWER: Northwest Ordinance

13.
Its national headquarters is located in Alexandria, Virginia, and so that it does not scare away potential helpers with church formality, it emphasizes music, including brass bands, as part of its ministry.  For ten points, what service and charity organization founded by William Booth is organized in a quasi-military fashion?

ANSWER:  Salvation Army
14.
When bloodhounds were trained, the trainers would drag a smoked fish across the track to teach the dogs not to be distracted by outside smells, no matter how delicious. A two-word phrase, most familiar to mystery readers, came from this practice. For 10 points, what is this term used to describe a misleading clue that distracts attention from the real issue?

ANSWER: RED HERRING
15.
For 10 points, who is the British computer scientist now best known as the namesake of an artificial intelligence “test”?

ANSWER: Alan TURING
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Fought under an appearance of Halley’s Comet, it followed the defeat of Hardrada at Stamford Bridge in Yorkshire; in fact, the quick march from that battle weakened the eventual losing forces. For ten points, name this 1066 battle at which Harold II was defeated by William the Conqueror, securing the Norman invasion of England.

ANSWER: Battle of Hastings
2.
With James Joule, he observed that the temperature of a gas decreases when expanded in a vacuum.  For ten points, what Scottish physicist in 1848 proposed an absolute temperature scale now named for him?

ANSWER:  Baron (or Lord) Kelvin (accept William Thomson)

3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The probability that Shaq makes a free throw with his eyes open is .4. When he closes his eyes, the probability rises to .6.  He doesn’t close his eyes if the coach is watching him.  The coach watches 80% of the time.  For 10 points, on any given free-throw what is the probability that Shaq makes it?

ANSWER: .44 (forty four hundredths)

4.
In Russian, this word is zapad (ZAH-pahd). In Portuguese, this word is ocidental (oh-see-DEN-tahl). For 10 points, what is this word which is oeste in Spanish?

ANSWER: WEST
5.
Born in Ramatur, he attended Cal Tech—the Calcutta Technical Institute—before spending nine years building a tic-tac-toe machine under the supervision of Dr. John Frink. After building a rooftop garden to support his vegan diet, he was persuaded to marry Manjula and is now the father of octuplets. For ten points, name this dedicated clerk of Springfield’s Kwik-E-Mart.

ANSWER: Apu Nahasapeemapetilon (nah-hah-sah-PEE-mah-peh-tee-lon)
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