Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #26

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
He lives on the estate of his late sister, and with his niece Sonya, takes care of Professor Serebryakov (sair-eh-BRY-ah-kov).  For ten points, what man infatuated with the Professor’s wife Yelena is really named Ivan Voynitsky, but is called by the title name in an 1897 play ny Anton Chekhov?


ANSWER:  Uncle Vanya
2.
 First established in Weeks v. U.S., its exceptions include “inevitable discovery” as of Nix v. Williams and “good faith” as of U.S. v. Leon. In 1961, it was incorporated to the states in Mapp v. Ohio. For ten points, name this procedural safeguard that prohibits evidence seized in violation of the Bill of Rights from use at trial.

ANSWER: exclusionary rule

3.
With Hebrew name Shemoth, for ten points, what second book of the Torah documents most of the life of Moses and the escape of the Israelites from Egyptian slavery?

ANSWER:  Exodus
4.
The Universe consists of the first ten positive integers (i.e. 1 through 10).  Set A consists of every odd integer in the Universe.  Set B consists of every perfect square in the Universe.  For 10 points, what is the complement of the union of A and B?

ANSWER: {2, 6, 8, 10}
5.
The most severe form is caused by the wormlike demodex species of mite, while otodectes is common in long-haired, long-eared dogs.  For ten points, many types of mite can cause what infectious skin disease that is rarely serious in humans, but in its advanced stages can lead to death in dogs?


ANSWER:  mange
6.
 He finished last in his professional debut at the 1992 Classico San Sebastian, but he went on to win the Thrift Drug Triple Crown and become the first American to win the San Sebastian and the Flech Wallone races. For ten points, name this man who recovered from testicular cancer to lead the US Postal Service cycling team into the 2002 Tour de France, which he won for the fourth time.

ANSWER: Lance Armstrong
7.
 For ten points, name the man who did not defeat Harry Truman in 1948.

ANSWER: Thomas Edmund Dewey

8.
For 10 points, what letter is added to French nouns ending in “u” to make them plural?

ANSWER: X 

9.
After his family lost all of its money, he frequented European circles until 1940, when he moved to the U.S. and wrote his first English novel, The Real Life of Sebastian Knight.  For ten points, what Russian wrote a book consisting of a 999-line poem and commentary on it, called Pale Fire, and also the often-banned Lolita?

ANSWER:  Vladimir Nabokov
10.
The current passing through a circuit multiplied by the resistance of the current equals its potential. For 10 points, this is a statement of what law of electricity?

ANSWER: OHM’S Law

11.
 In October 2002, he responded to the discovery of North Korea’s nuclear weapons program by calling for economic sanctions and stating that he is “not ruling out the military.” He also introduced a bill in the Senate requiring television broadcasters to give free airtime to political candidates as part of his campaign finance reform platform. For ten points, name this Arizona Republican.

ANSWER: John McCain
12.
 For ten points, what English king unified England against the Danish, and is the only English king to be called “The Great”?

ANSWER: Alfred the Great

13.
He began as an accountant at Duncan, Sherman, and Company, where he eventually became a wealthy partner and orchestrated the creation of General Electric. As the owner of Equitable Life Insurance and Northern Securities, he used his wealth to ally with Henry Frick for a buyout of Andrew Carnegie. For ten points, name this man who thus formed U.S. Steel.

ANSWER: John Pierpont (J.P.) Morgan

14.
It usually contains three layers:  an outer layer made of conchiolin (KON-chee-oh-lin) called the periostracum; a central layer made of prismatic calcium carbonate crystals; and an inner layer containing mother-of-pearl.  For ten points, what usually hard outer covering protects the body tissues of a mollusk?

ANSWER:  shell
15.
For ten points, what “poet laureate of Harlem” is the author of Montage of a Dream Deferred and The Weary Blues?

ANSWER: James Langston Hughes

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
 Stanley is the capital of what distant United Kingdom possession in the South Atlantic?

ANSWER: FALKLAND Islands (accept Islas MALVINAS)

1B.
Occurring in pairs are what specialized plant cells that control gas exchange and water loss, and contain a stomata pore between them?

ANSWER:  guard cells
2A.
What name is given to the process of coating iron or steel with zinc to prevent rusting?

ANSWER: GALVANIZING
2B.
For ten points, what sixteenth century Italian director of the court theater in Ferrara wrote the epic poem Orlando Furioso?

ANSWER:  Ludovico Ariosto
3A.
 Name the former mayor of Shanghai who is stepping down as president of China.

ANSWER: Jiang Zemin

3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the distance between the points (3,2) and (-7, 5)?

ANSWER: √109 (the square root of 109)

4A.
What eight-letter word from Yiddish means a shameless nerve or gall?

ANSWER: CHUTZPAH
4B.
In addition to “Slob” and “Love Explosion,” this album contains the singles “Dope Nose” and “Keep Fishin.” Name this 2002 release from Weezer.

ANSWER: Maladroit

5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A committee of 2 boys and 3 girls is to be chosen from 4 boys and 8 girls. How many different committees are possible?

ANSWER: 336

5B.
 Name the phenomenon that economists divide into three types: frictional, structural, and cyclical, and whose rate most economists believe a rate of 5% is natural.

ANSWER: unemployment
6A.
Tiberius attempted land reform, while Gaius wished to expand citizenship. Name these brothers of second-century BCE Roman politics, both of whom were killed and thrown into the Tiber during riots.

ANSWER: Gracchi [accept Gracchus]

6B.
What three words are represented by the three-letter acronym USB?

ANSWER: UNIVERSAL SERIAL BUS
7A.
What characteristic of minerals is defined as the tendency to split along smooth plane surfaces?

ANSWER:  cleavage
7B.
What is the understood subject of the following (and every) imperative sentence? “Go up to your room, now.” 

ANSWER: YOU
8A.
What mausoleum in Agra did Mogul emperor Shah Jahan build for his late wife?

ANSWER:  Taj Mahal
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is x-cubed minus 64 factored completely?

ANSWER: (X - 4)(x2 + 4x + 16)
9A.
Name the location where “the poppies blow/Between the crosses, row on row” in a World War I poem by John McCrae.

ANSWER: “In Flanders Fields”

9B.
For ten points, what Norwegian composed the “Holberg” and “Peer Gynt” suites?

ANSWER:  Edvard Grieg
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, how many 4 digit numbers greater than 4000 can be made using different numbers from the set {1, 2, 3, 4, 5} ?

ANSWER: 48 (6 different permutations of final 2 digits per first two digits, times 4 different second digits per first digit, times 2 first digits) 

10B.
As two-time prime minister, he bought the Suez Canal and represented Britain at the Congress of Berlin. Name this Conservative leader and rival of William Gladstone.

ANSWER: Benjamin Disraeli
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Though prized as a precious gem, they are also used for jewel bearings, gauges, and manufacturing dies.  Technically any color of corundum other than red qualifies as, for ten points, what gem that is known primarily for its blue color?

ANSWER:  sapphire
2.
For ten points, in Roman mythology, what name was given to a spirit that guarded an individual throughout his or her life, a name today that describes a person of very high intelligence?


ANSWER:  genius
3.
After he became a priest in 1651, he wrote only one-act religious dramas called autos sacramentales.  For ten points, what follower of Lope de Vega was Spain’s greatest Baroque playwright, with works such as “The Mayor of Zalamea” and “Life is a Dream?”

ANSWER:  Pedro Calderón de la Barca

4.
He has written the operas “Satyagraha” and “Akhenaten” (ah-ken-AH-ten), and his 1992 piece “The Voyage” commemorated the 500th anniversary of Columbus’s discovery of the New World.  For ten points, which avant-garde American composer also wrote the opera “Einstein on the Beach?”

ANSWER:  Philip Glass
5.
For ten points, name the American river which carves the Grand Canyon.

ANSWER: Colorado River

6.
This semi-metallic element comes in two varieties: yellow and gray. It is used as a doping agent in solid-state devices and in bronzing. For 10 points, what is this element, perhaps best known for being poisonous and with symbol As?

ANSWER: ARSENIC
7.
He devoted his later career to ophthalmology, discovering the basement membrane of the cornea and describing the function of several parts of the eye.  For ten points, what nineteenth-century British physician is known more for his earlier studies of the kidney, discovering a “capsule” in the kidney now named after him?


ANSWER:  Sir William Bowman
8.
This word, which comes from the Old French words meaning “not takable”, refers to a position or fortress which is strong enough to withstand attack and cannot be taken by force. For 10 points, what is this word whose origins have nothing to do with the word “impregnate”?

ANSWER: IMPREGNABLE
9.
 Name the party, led by Lucien Bouchard, with the third-most seats in the Canadian Parliament, which advocates autonomy for French Canadians.

ANSWER: Bloc Québécois
10.
The Crittenden Compromise attempted to re-establishe the 36-30 line between north and south laid by it. Although already repealed by the Kansas-Nebraska Act, it was ruled an unconstitutional deprivation of property in the Dred Scott case. For ten points, name this 1820 agreement by which Maine entered the Union as a free state and another slave state was created.

ANSWER: Missouri Compromise

11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The function y equals one over the quantity x-2 (y = 1/(x-2)) has one asymptotic discontinuity at y=0.  For 10 points, what is the other asymptotic equation?

ANSWER: X = 2
12.
 It began at Tulaghi and the Louisiade Archipelago and spread to the Solomon Islands in a successful defense of Port Moresby. Lasting two days, it was the first naval battle in which the ships themselves did not encounter each other. For ten points, name this battle fought in May 1942 in which southward Japanese progress in the Pacific was checked.

ANSWER: Battle of the Coral Sea
13.
This author’s characters include the sexually unsure Captain Penderton, the dwarf Lymon, eager younger sister Frankie, and the deaf John Singer. For ten points, name this Georgia-born author of Reflections in a Golden Eye, The Ballad of the Sad Café, The Member of the Wedding, and The Heart is a Lonely Hunter.

ANSWER: Carson Smith McCullers
14.
A capital delta, or a triangle, above the arrow in a chemical reaction indicates that, for 10 points, what must be supplied to the reactants before a reaction can occur?

ANSWER: HEAT
 

15.
For ten points, what actor portrayed Carl Showalter in Fargo and Mr. Pink in Reservoir Dogs?

ANSWER: Steve Buscemi
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Britney Spears records an album of 10 songs. Each song took an average of 5 hours for her to compose, 5 hours for her to score and 10 hours to get right in the studio. Assuming she receives $10 million for her efforts, for 10 points, how much does she earn per hour?

ANSWER: $50,000 

2.
Regent’s Park in England was the site of the first public one in 1853; notable ones are located in Monaco, San Diego, and Baltimore.  Ranging from one to one million gallons, for ten points, what container or tank is used to hold marine aquatic organisms?

ANSWER:  aquarium
3.
Its author was accused of plagiarizing the “purple curtains” from Elizabeth Barrett Browning and the idea of the central figure from Dickens’s Barnaby Rudge. The narrator orders the title figure to “Get thee back into the tempest” and demands to know if there is balm in Gilead. For ten points, name this poem telling of “a midnight dreary” on which, “perched upon a bust of Pallas,” an intruder says only “Nevermore.”

ANSWER: “The Raven”

4.
 He fought with Japanese forces initially, and then eventually in the independence army against the Dutch. After independence, as commander of the Army’s strategic reserve, he put down a Communist uprising in the mid 1960s, killing thousands under mysterious circumstances. He became President in 1968, ruling until the Asian economic crisis of 1998 brought him down. For 10 points, who was this former dictator of Indonesia?

ANSWER: Kemusu Argamulja SUHARTO
5.
Followers of this religion wear the five K’s, which translate to a sword, soldier’s shorts, a steel bracelet on the right wrist, a comb in the hair, and long hair in general.  For ten points, males of what religion founded by Guru Nanak are also known for wearing red turbans?


ANSWER:  Sikhism (SEEK-ism)

All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


