Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #28

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
For ten points, name the 1990 Nobel Peace Prize winner and the last leader of the Soviet Union.

ANSWER: Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev

2.
Recently deceased Swedish children’s author Astrid Lindgren has written over 100 books about, for ten points, what nine-year old girl with unmatched socks, shoes twice the size of her feet, and her trademark red braided pigtails?

ANSWER:  Pippi Longstocking
3.
For 10 points, name the actor who played Andy Dufresne in The Shawshank Redemption, Nuke Laloosh in Bull Durham, and the title role in his own Bob Roberts.

ANSWER: Tim Robbins

4.
The presence of magnesium and calcium ions in water is bad, as it forms a scum with soap molecules, preventing them from lathering. For 10 points, what adjective describes water that contains excessive ions and is thus less useful for cleaning?

ANSWER: HARD water

5.
The greater part of its northern border is an undefined frontier stretching through the Rub al Khali. Separated by the Bab el Mandeb strait from Djibouti on the southwest, its cities include Al Mukalla, Hodeida, Dhamar, and the capital, San’a. For ten points, name this country at the south of the Arabian Peninsula on the Gulf of Aden.

ANSWER: Republic of Yemen [or Jamhuriya al Yamaniya]

6.
Officially, it is not a dance, but an oral text accompanied by movements that denote the meaning of words.  While police arrested anyone performing it during the nineteenth century, in 1883 King David Kalakaua reinstated, for ten points, what dance form featuring side-to-side and lateral hip movements, a hallmark of Hawaii?

ANSWER:  hula
7.
Beets, celery, and turnips are three examples of, for ten points, what type of plant that completes its life cycle over two seasons?

ANSWER:  biennial
8.
For ten points, name the author whose military days inspired The Naked and the Dead.

ANSWER: Norman Mailer
9.
He invited the scholar Alcuin to his capital at Aix-La-Chapelle, sparking his namesake “renaissance” which preserved many classical documents for the Italian humanists. Forcibly crowned by Pope Leo III on Christmas Day 800, this son of Pepin the Short built an empire from modern-day Spain to Hungary. For ten points, name this Frankish king and founder of the Holy Roman Empire.

ANSWER: Charlemagne [or Charles I; or Charles the Great; prompt on Charles]

10.
This six-letter word comes from an Italian word meaning “the act of tripping someone”, and can refer to a maneuver to secure an advantage, or a remark used to open a conversation. For 10 points, what is this word that in chess refers to an opening move where a minor piece is sacrificed to obtain a strategic advantage?

ANSWER: GAMBIT
11.
For ten points, name the Canadian territory administered from Whitehorse.

ANSWER: Yukon Territory

12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Larry the loan shark loans out $10,000 at 50% annual interest. Given a repayment period of 12 months and a payment every month, for 10 points, how much would each month’s payment be?

ANSWER: $1,250 per month

13.
After punching a professor, he left Ohio State and researched crime in Brooklyn for the book Memos From Purgatory. His original prominence came not from writing but for editing the Dangerous Visions anthologies. For ten points, name this author known for fabricating his dust jacket biographies and for stories such as “A Boy and His Dog,” “Daniel White for the Greater Good,” and “I Have No Mouth, And I Must Scream.”

ANSWER: Harlan Jay ELLISON
14.
He sparked great controversy late in his life when he advocated a vegan diet for children.  For ten points, what pediatrician and psychiatrist encouraged parental flexibility and discouraged corporal punishment in his seminal 1946 Common Sense Book of Baby and Child Care?

ANSWER:  Dr. Benjamin Spock
15.
 Name the West African country in which a France-brokered armistice ended fighting between Patriotic Movement rebels and the government of Laurent Gbagbo.

ANSWER: Ivory Coast [or République de la Côte d’Ivoire]

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What condition occurs when a decimal number becomes so small that a computer cannot represent it? 

ANSWER: (floating point) UNDERFLOW 

1B.
What breathing device used for deep-sea diving was not possible until oceanographers Emil Gagnan (GAN-yun) and Jacques Cousteau invented its predecessor, the aqualung?  

ANSWER:  scuba (or self-contained underwater breathing device)

2A.
 He helped found the Progressive Party and won two terms as governor of Pennsylvania. Name the man whose 1898 to 1910 term as head of the Division of Forestry began the conservation movement.

ANSWER: Gifford Pinchot
2B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what are the next two terms of this sequence whose first five terms are 2, 3, 5, 9 and 17?

ANSWER: 33, 65
3A.
What blues musician who recorded “You Don’t Know Me” and “The Thrill is Gone” is best known for playing a black guitar named Lucille?

ANSWER:  B.B. King
3B.
Identify the hypothesis that claims that the structure of a language influences the beliefs of its speakers.

ANSWER: Sapir-Whorf hypothesis

4A.
The fifth one is 33,550,336.  The first four are 6, 28, 496, and 8128.  For 10 points, what is the name for numbers whose divisors (excluding themselves) sum to the number?

ANSWER: Perfect Numbers
4B.
Name the country led by prime minister John Howard which turned away the SIEV-X refugee boat one year before hundreds of its citizens were killed by a bomb on the Indonesian island of Bali.

ANSWER: Commonwealth of Australia

5A.
Eugene Ionesco’s English-speaking debut was, for ten points, what drama that depicts totalitarianism as a disease that turns human beings in to what titular animal that has one or two horns on its snout?

ANSWER:  “The Rhinoceros”

5B.
For ten points, the playwright Seneca addressed his three “On Clemency” dialogues to what Roman emperor, who eventually implicated Seneca in a conspiracy and forced the latter to commit suicide in 65 CE?

ANSWER:  Nero
6A.
How many atoms are in a bicarbonate ion?

ANSWER: FIVE (5 – the formula is HCO3)

6B.
What specialty of dentistry is concerned with the health of tissues that support and surround the teeth, such as the gums and the jaw?

ANSWER:  periodontics
7A.
Name the 202 BCE battle where Hannibal lost to Scipio Africanus.

ANSWER: Battle of Zama

7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the measure of each of the interior angles of an octagon?

ANSWER: 135 degrees

8A.
What nymph of the Rhine river who sits on a rock combing her hair was the inspiration for Heinrich Heine’s (HINE-uhs) most famous work?

ANSWER:  Lorelei (LORE-uh-lie)

8B.
 Name the 1966 case which held that every arrested person must be informed of his rights to retain an attorney and remain silent.

ANSWER: Miranda v Arizona

9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the decimal solution to the hexadecimal problem D1 – C3 (D one minus C three)?

ANSWER: 14

9B.
Playing in the World Cup for the first time since 1954, Ilhan Mansiz led them into the semifinals. Name this team that took third place in the 2002 Cup by defeating South Korea in the consolation game.

ANSWER: Republic of Turkey [or Türkiye Cumhuriyeti]

10A.
The title characters include John Oakhurst, Tom Simson, and Mother Shipton. Name this story about a group attempting to survive a blizzard and find their way to Sandy Bar, written by Bret Harte.

ANSWER: “The Outcasts of Poker Flat”

10B.
What is the plural of the noun “ox?” 

ANSWER: OXEN
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
Lamed (LAH-med), mem, bet and alef (AH-lef) are letters in, for 10 points, what language’s alphabet?

ANSWER: HEBREW
2.
 The target of the Harrisburg Seven kidnap plot, he brokered an end to the Yom Kippur War and became an advocate of increased aid to Latin America after retiring from official service. In 1973, he shared a Nobel Prize with Le Duc Tho for his role in ending the Vietnam War. For ten points, name this Secretary of State under Nixon and Ford.

ANSWER: Henry Alfred Kissinger

3.
In a 3 by 3 example of this, the sum is 15, and the number 5 is in the middle. For 10 points, what is a square matrix where all the rows, columns and diagonals add up to the same number?

ANSWER: MAGIC square

4.
The total kinetic energy and momentum are conserved in, for 10 points, what type of collision?

ANSWER: (perfectly) ELASTIC 

5.
With a name derived from the Arabic for “lighthouse,” for ten points, what tall, thin tower located near a mosque is the location from which a muezzin (MYOO-eh-zin), or crier, calls Muslims to prayer five times a day?

ANSWER:  minaret
6.
It is actually a hybrid of two species, and has a scientific name of Mentha piperita.  For ten points, what plant’s leaves are dried in order to extract the oil used as a flavoring agent in chewing gum, mouthwash, and red-and-white candy canes?

ANSWER:  peppermint
7.
Many artists of this group had been students of Gustave Moreau, while Georges Braque joined them on the tail end of their prominence.  For ten points, what art movement led by Henri (on-REE) Matisse earned its name when a critic called their 1905 show paintings the work of “wild beasts?”

ANSWER:  Fauves (FOHVES) (or Fauvism)

8.
First published in Dutch in 1947, Frances Goodrich and Albert Hackett successful presented a Broadway version of it nine years later.  For ten points, what account of life in an Amsterdam warehouse was written by a teenage Jewish girl, but ends days before the Nazis discovered her family?

ANSWER:  The Diary of Anne Frank
9.
Replaced with the Surface Transportation Board in 1995, its 108-year existence began when the Supreme Court ruled in Pacific Railroad v. Illinois that states could not regulate railroads. Congress responded to the new federal burden by creating this body and enhancing its powers with the Hepburn and Mann-Elkins Act. For ten points, name this agency which exercised the basic economic powers authorized by Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution.

ANSWER: Interstate Commerce Commission

10.
For ten points, what variety of fine-grained rock composed of clay or mud makes up about 60% of the sedimentary rock in the Earth’s crust and turns into slate or phyllite when metamorphosed?


ANSWER:  shale
11.
 It ended when Robert Barclay surrendered the HMS Detroit to a fleet which had been built on the beach in order to fight this battle. The Niagara and the Lawrence led the victory from the inlet of Put-In Bay, where Oliver Hazard Perry wrote, “We have met the enemy, and they are ours.” For ten points, name this 1813 battle which ensured American victory in the naval portion of the War of 1812.

ANSWER: Battle of Lake Erie

12.
Also known as the Pendletones and Kenny and the Cadets, their lesser-known 1970s albums included Holland and Sunflower. Al Jardine and Mike Love joined three brothers, including the one who had a breakdown after realizing that he could not write better songs than the Beatles, Brian Wilson. For ten points, name this group whose acclaimed Pet Sounds followed the lighter fare “Surfin’ Safari” and “Surfin’ USA.”

ANSWER: Beach Boys
13.
This eight-letter word comes from a Greek word meaning “newly planted.” For 10 points, what is this word which means a new convert to a belief or any beginner or novice?

ANSWER: NEOPHYTE
14.
It contains two layers:  an inner soft area produced by the vascular cambium, and a hard outer area containing cork and dead phloem cells.  For ten points, what part of woody plants such as trees serves as a protective outer covering, and is used to make cork and rubber?

ANSWER:  bark
15.
He defeated incumbent James Abdnor in 1986 and used his background in Air Force intelligence to secure the passage of the Agent Orange Act in 1991. In 2002, he admonished President Bush for questioning his commitment to American security and campaigned for his colleague Tim Johnson. For ten points, name this South Dakota Democrat, the current Senate Majority Leader.

ANSWER: Tom Daschle

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
The American cracking of “Code Purple” led to victory for the Americans despite being outnumbered. It was the first Japanese military defeat in over 600 years, and led to the pushback of Japanese forces across the Pacific. For 10 points, what was this June 1942 battle fought northwest of the Hawaiian Islands?

ANSWER: Battle of MIDWAY
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the equation of the line between (4,5) and (7, 9) in slope-intercept form?

ANSWER: Y = (4/3)X – (1/3)  

3.
While most types of nuclear reactors consume nuclear fuel, for 10 points, what kind of nuclear reactor can produce fissionable fuel as it runs?

ANSWER: BREEDER reactor

4.
For ten points, what term in Islam denotes the duty of every Muslim to spread his or her religious beliefs, and not necessarily a “holy war” against nonbelievers as it is commonly defined?


ANSWER:  jihad (JEE-hahd)

5.
His first published work was a collaboration with his brother John entitled A Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers. He went on to write A Yankee in Canada and The Maine Woods, but the same lifestyle which inspired his first book returned in a work which claims that “public opinion is a weak tyrant” and “the mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation.” For ten points, name this Transcendentalist author of “Civil Disobedience” and Walden.

ANSWER: Henry David Thoreau
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


