Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

District Competition, Match #30

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Matt Weiner, Christopher Moretti and Phil Castagna are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
What is the largest body organ in vertebrate animals, consisting of epidermal and dermal tissues?


ANSWER:  skin
2.
Known in China as Chan, for ten points, what sect of Buddhism introduced in 470 CE by Bodidharma (bo-dee-DAR-mah) stresses the achievement of enlightenment through practicing meditation?

ANSWER:  Zen Buddhism

3.
 They may be written with one letter, as in “side “or toy,” or two, as in “house” or “coin.” For 10 points, give the name for these dual-component vowel sounds that change as they are pronounced.

ANSWER: diphthongs

4.
For 10 points, what is the name of the hypothetical particles that can travel faster than the speed of light?

ANSWER: TACHYONs (tak-EE-yawn)

5.
This 1950 work traces the origin of the mestizo to the rape of Native Americans by conquistadors.  For ten points, what pivotal group of essays by Octavio Paz investigates Mexican identity as well as the dichotomy between “developed” and “underdeveloped” Mexico, but has nothing to do with a maze built by Daedalus (DEH-dul-us)?

ANSWER:  The Labyrinth of Solitude
6.
 He left Pine Bluff, Arkansas, as a first-round draft pick in 1993 and first made the majors as a single-game defensive replacement in 1997. A regular since 1999, he won a Gold Glove as a centerfielder in 2001 and hit .289 with 29 homers in 2002. Midway through doing so, he ended the first inning of the All-Star Game by robbing Barry Bonds of a home run. For ten points, name this star of the Minnesota Twins.

ANSWER: Torri Hunter 

7.
For 10 points, name the land centered on the Emerald City and ruled variously by a scarecrow and a “wonderful wizard.”

ANSWER: OZ
8.
In slang, this four-letter word is used to describe something worn out, especially a horse, or a favorable public mention of a product or business by someone famous. It is used to describe an object, such as a cork or wad of cloth that is used to fill a hole tightly. For 10 points, what is this word which is used most frequently to describe the part of an electrical appliance which connects the appliance to an electrical outlet?

ANSWER: PLUG
9.
For 10 points, what name is given a substance, such as sulfur dioxide, which removes colors and stains on materials either by oxidizing or reducing the staining compound?

ANSWER: BLEACHes

10.
For ten points, name the edict issued in 1598 intended to establish toleration of French Huguenots. 

ANSWER: Edict of Nantes

11.
Contrary to legend, Grace Hopper did not coin this term. It was used as early as 1896 to refer to any “fault or trouble in the connections or working of electric apparatus,” and was also used to describe noisy lines by telephone and telegraph operators. For 10 points, what is this term used to describe errors in computer programs?

ANSWER: BUG
12.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what number, in decimal, is the sum of the binary numbers 1010 (one-zero-one-zero) and 10101 (one-zero-one-zero-one)?  

ANSWER: 31 (10 + 21)

13.
Born Lucila Godoy Alcayaga, she took part of her pen name from that of a well-known Italian poet of the time, and won a poetry contest in 1914 with her “Sonnets of Death.”  For ten points, who was this Chilean author of the collections Tenderness and Desolation?

ANSWER:  Gabriela Mistral
14.
He admired landscape painter Claude Lorraine, as evidenced by works such as The Shipwreck and Dido Building Carthage.  For ten points, what British Romantic painter filled his landscapes with hazy colors in The Slave Ship and Burning of the Houses of Parliament?

ANSWER:  Joseph Mallord William Turner
15.
 It lasted from 1867 to 1912 and achieved its most radical goals, such as sending girls to school and, in 1889, ratifying a constitution. Contiguous with the reign of Mutsuhito, it ended the Tokugawa shogunate and reclaimed the power of the emperor. For ten points, name this period of rapid modernization in Japan.

ANSWER: Meiji Restoration 
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
For ten points, what feminist South African activist has written antiapartheid novels such as Burger’s Daughter and The House Gun, and in 1991 won the Nobel Prize for Literature?

ANSWER:  Nadine Gordimer
1B.
NO3 is the formula for what polyatomic ion?

ANSWER: NITRATE (Do not accept nitrite)

2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The sine of an angle is ½. For 10 points, remembering that the tangent is the sine over cosine, what, in reduced radical form, is the tangent of this angle?

ANSWER: √3/3 (square root of 3 over 3)

2B.
What is the superlative of the adjective “good?” 

ANSWER: BEST

3A.
What is the name of the chief evil Zoroastrian god, locked in an eternal struggle against Ahura Mazda?

ANSWER:  Ahriman (AH-ree-man)

3B.
Name the Republican from the 22nd district of Texas who currently serves as House Majority Whip and is likely to succeed Dick Armey as House Majority Leader.

ANSWER: Tom DeLay
4A.
Slide Mountain is their highest peak, at over four thousand feet. Name this arm of the Appalachians on the Hudson River.

ANSWER: Catskill Mountains

4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Angle Y is 3 degrees more than twice its supplement.  For 10 points, what is the measure of the supplement of Y?

ANSWER: 59 DEGREES
5A.
What is the trade name for fluoxetine, an antidepressant drug used as a treatment for obsessive-compulsive disorder, bulimia, and depression?


ANSWER:  Prozac (accept fluoxetine until mentioned)

5B.
 It has sixteen possible outputs on four scales: extraversion/introversion, sensing/intuition, thinking/feeling, and judging/perceiving. Name this widely used personality test.

ANSWER: Myers-Briggs Type Indicator [accept Myers-Briggs test, etc; accept MBTI]

6A.
It begins, “It is very seldom that mere ordinary people like John and myself secure ancestral halls for the summer.” Name this short story by Charlotte Perkins Gilman in which the narrator goes insane after seeing trapped women in the titular interior decoration.

ANSWER: “The Yellow Wallpaper”

6B.
The Chesapeake Bay is the largest American example of what partly enclosed drowned coastal river valley, in which fresh water and seawater mixes?

ANSWER:  estuary 

7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the greatest common divisor of 18 and 48?

ANSWER: 6
7B.
He wrote the novel The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man and the poetry collection God’s Trombones, but his most exposed work is a 1900 song. Name this author of “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”

ANSWER: James Weldon Johnson
8A.
 For ten points, name this United Nations organ for the promotion of “global citizenship” which the United States will soon rejoin after an eighteen year boycott.

ANSWER: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

8B.
A single harmonic sound is known by what name, achieved when three or more musical tones are sounded at the same time, such as C-E-G forming C major?

ANSWER:  chord 

9A.
 Name the economics-oriented foreign policy active during the Taft administration that centered around expanding worldwide markets, ending imperialism in China and balancing Latin American governments.

ANSWER: "dollar diplomacy"

9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the arithmetic mean of 1, 13, 26, and 28?

ANSWER: 17

10A.
Hooke’s Law is usually used to apply to what type of objects?

ANSWER: SPRINGs

10B.
 Name the man who, in a furor over being denied consideration for ambassador to Austria-Hungary, assassinated Presient James Garfield.

ANSWER: Charles Guiteau

Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For ten points, name this group which recorded hits such as “Here In My Bedroom” and covers of “More Today Than Yesterday” and “99 Red Balloons.”

ANSWER: Goldfinger

2.
They are each about 10 centimeters long, and secrete rennin, an enzyme used to regulate blood pressure.  For ten points, what pair of organs contains millions of nephrons that filter the blood’s water content and then release urine into the ureter and bladder?

ANSWER:  kidneys
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the slope-intercept form of the equation 3X – 4Y = 12 (three x minus four y equals twelve)?

ANSWER: Y = ¾ X – 3 (y equals three-fourths x minus three)

4.
The Tree of Man and The Eye of the Storm were two works written by, for ten points, what Australian author, who in 1973 became the first from his country to win the Nobel Prize for Literature?

ANSWER:  Patrick White
5.
 For ten points, name this man who, from 1953 to 1959, was Secretary of State under Eisenhower and coined the idea of “brinksmanship”?

ANSWER: John Foster Dulles

6.
He once pretended to be the goddess Freya in order to retrieve Mjolnir (mee-OLL-neer) from the giant Thrym.  For ten points, what son of Odin carried a powerful hammer, and was the Norse god of thunder?

ANSWER:  Thor

7.
This word, whose origins come from the Latin words for “from the beginning”, describes the native fauna or flora to a region. For 10 points, what is this word which is especially used to describe the natives of Australia?

ANSWER: ABORIGINE or ABORIGINAL
8.
For ten points, name this man who sparked a crisis by nationalizing the Suez Canal in his role as the first president of modern Egypt.

ANSWER: Gamel Abdel Nasser
9.
The largest ones, called spring, occur at the new and full moon, while the smaller ones, called neap, occur when the Moon and Sun are at right angles to the Earth.  For ten points, gravitational forces of the Sun and Moon cause what periodic rise and fall of the sea surface, occurring in most places twice a day?


ANSWER:  tides
10.
Crows in the Wheatfields and Still Life with Sunflowers are two paintings by, for ten points, which Dutch artist who, after a fight with Paul Gauguin (go-GAN) in 1888, sliced off his ear?

ANSWER:  Vincent Van Gogh (GO)

11.
At the end of the novel, we find the title character has become a prostitute, and dies, alone and drunk. Only then does her drunken mother, Mary, say, “I’ll fergive her!” For 10 points, the story of the title character, her mother, her father and her brothers Jimmie and Tommie are found in what novel by Stephen Crane?

ANSWER: MAGGIE: A Girl of the Streets

12.
Cities on this landform include Chetumal, Mérida, and Vallodolid. Located between the Bay of Campeche and the Gulf of Honduras, it also includes the archaeological site Chichén Itzá. For ten points, name this peninsula comprised of Belize, part of Guatemala, and the extreme southeast of Mexico.

ANSWER: Yucután Peninsula

13.
 This empire, descended from the Mongol Empire, razed Kiev and Moscow and collected tribute from Russia for over two hundred years. For ten points, name this army state centered on the Volga River, first led by Batu Khan and named for its wealth and its number of skilled soldiers.

ANSWER: Golden Horde [or Kipchak Khanate]

14.
For ten points, name the Arleigh Burke-class guided missile destroyer which was bombed off the coast of Yemen in 2000.

ANSWER: USS Cole
15.
They contain bacteria-killing lysozyme, flow over the conjunctiva, and are collected by lacrimal canals.  For ten points, drops of what clear fluid bathe and cleanse the eye’s cornea, and drip down the face when a person cries?

ANSWER:  tears
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Events in this film include an air raid set to “Ride of the Valkyries,” a riot at a USO show, and a meeting with napalm advocate Kilgore. Loosely based on Heart of Darkness, it centers around Martin Sheen’s Captain Willard, who must track down Colonel Kurtz, played by Marlon Brando. For ten points, name this Francis Ford Coppola film about the Vietnam War.

ANSWER: Apocalypse Now

2.
Glucose and galactose form, for 10 points, what disaccharide that is found in dairy products?

ANSWER: LACTOSE
3.
It resulted in the assumption of the government by royal commissioner Herbert Jeffreys, who executed twenty-three conspirators. It began at Middle Plantation in August 1676 and was directed against governor William Berkeley. For ten points, name this rebellion in protest of Berkeley’s failure to end skirmishes between Native Americans and colonists on the Virginia frontier.

ANSWER: Nathaniel Bacon’s Rebellion

4.
Hiragana (HEE-rah-gah-nah), katakana (KAH-tah-kah-nah) and kanji (KAHN-jee) are, for 10 points, the three methods of writing what Asian language?

ANSWER: JAPANESE
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A box contains old items. The ratio of valuable antiques to near-worthless junk is 1:87.  The antiques average $3,000 per item, while the junk averages $1 per item.  If there are 352 items in the box, for 10 points, how much is the box worth?

ANSWER: $12,348
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


