Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

Regional Competition, Match #2

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine, Christopher Moretti and Matt Weiner are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
Alongside Luther Perkins and Marshall Grant, he broke into the charts in 1955 with “Cry Cry Cry” and “Hey Porter.” After recovering from a drug problem and an arrest for starting a forest fire, he married June Carter and recorded the hits “Sunday Morning Coming Down” and “A Boy Named Sue.” For ten points, name this “Man In Black” who, despite his recent seventieth birthday and the loss of his sight to glaucoma, still performs such hits as “I Walk the Line,” “Ring of Fire,” and “Folson Prison Blues.”

ANSWER: Johnny Cash
2.
Her characters include the invalid Zeena, the flirtatious Mattie Silver, Gus Trenor, Lawrence Selden, society women Manson Mingott, Newland Archer, the depressed Lily Bart, and May Welland. For ten points, name this author of Ethan Frome, The House of Mirth, and The Age of Innocence.
ANSWER: Edith Newbold Jones Wharton

3.
Often found in limestone and shale, its center is filled with inward radiating quartz crystals, surrounded by a layer of flattened quartz.  For ten points, what usually round and partially hollow rock is often sold for a few dollars at the Smithsonian Natural History Museum gift shop?

ANSWER:  geode
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In 6th grade at a school there are 110 males and 105 females.  In 7th grade, there are 100 males, and 95 females.  If there are 630 students in the school (grades 6 through 8), and there are equally many boys as girls in the entire school, for 10 points, how many 8th grade girls are there?

ANSWER: 115
5.
It was the first state re-admitted to the Union after the Civil War. For 10 points, what was this state, the last state to have entered the Confederacy?

ANSWER: TENNESSEE
6.
The mayor of this Pennsylvania city is proposing to students at Mercyhurst College and Gannon University $50 each for use of city services, like police and fire protection. For 10 points, what is this Pennsylvania city, the fourth-largest in the state after Pittsburgh, Philadelphia and Allentown, and named for the lake on which it lies?

ANSWER: ERIE
7.
Its highest mountain is Mount Kosciusko (KOH-shoo-skoh). Its longest river is the Murray River. Islands it claims includes Melville, Bathurst, Fraser and King. For 10 points, what is this nation that also owns Kangaroo Island?

ANSWER: AUSTRALIA
8.
This word comes from the Latin words for “speaking around.” For 10 points, what is this word that describes the use of too many words to express an idea? 

ANSWER: CIRCUMLOCUTION
9.
A base is a substance that will give off, for 10 points, what type of ions in a solution?

ANSWER: HYDROXIDE (OH)

10.
The film “The Harder They Come” brought it to the United States, while the groups Steel Pulse and Black Uhuru, as well as singers Linton Kwesi Johnson and Jimmy Cliff, were prominent artists.  For ten points, what musical genre with emphasized bass lines celebrates Jamaican Rastafarianism, and was mastered by Bob Marley and the Wailers?

ANSWER:  reggae
11.
In 2002, he became the first-ever player to hit .300, hit 30 home runs, score 100 runs, and drive in 100 runs in both of his first two major league seasons. Also the holder of the National League rookie records for total bases, hits, and RBI, he was second in MVP voting in 2002. For ten points, name this versatile St. Louis Cardinals star.

ANSWER: Albert Pujols

12.
His later novels World Enough and Time and Flood failed to repeat the success of his first departure from poetry, which won him the first of three Pulitzers. This author of the critical work Understanding Poetry also advocated New Criticism and a strong Southern identity in American literature. For ten points, name this author who used the characters Sadie Burk, Jack Burden, and Willie Stark to represent real figures from the life of Huey Long in All the King’s Men.

ANSWER: Robert Penn Warren

13.
A grandson of a two-time British prime minister, he made several discoveries in set theory, and in his 1903 work Principles of Mathematics, he argued that logic should be expressed in the form of mathematical symbols.  For ten points, who was this scientist and philosopher, co-author of Principia Mathematica with Alfred North Whitehead?

ANSWER:  Bertrand Russell
14.
Mother Gothel, a witch, takes this child away from her parents, and names her after a plant.  At the end of her story, her tears help restore vision to her husband’s eyes, which had been injured when he fell on some thorns below a tower.  For ten points, who is this girl from a Grimm fairy tale that had really long hair?

ANSWER:  Rapunzel
15.
Henry Frick, the general manager of the Carnegie Steel Company, hired 300 Pinkertons to protect the plant, protect the strikebreakers and to break the union. On July 6, 1892, several thousand union members and their friends were able to turn back the Pinkertons, but were ultimately broken by the governor sending in the state militia. For 10 points, what was this important strike that kept the steel industry non-union for the next 40 years?

ANSWER: HOMESTEAD strike

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
What A.E. Housman ode begins with the lines, “The time you won your town the race / We chaired you through the market-place?”

ANSWER:  “To an Athlete Dying Young”

1B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the solution to the hexadecimal subtraction DEB – ACE, expressed in hexadecimal form?  

ANSWER: 31D (THREE ONE D)
2A.
She was born fully grown, when the ocean churned at the time of creation.  Often pictured sitting on a lotus, what beautiful Indian goddess of prosperity is the wife of Vishnu?

ANSWER:  Lakshmi
2B.
For 10 points, with what two letters do all conjugations in the preterit of the Spanish verbs ser (SAYR) and ir  (EER) begin?

ANSWER: FU (fui, fuiste, fue, etc.)

3A.
Who was the Frankish ruler that defeated the Moslems at Tours in 732, taking the title of “The Hammer”?

ANSWER: CHARLES MARTEL
3B.
The flow of one coulomb of charge per second is what unit of electric current?

ANSWER: AMPERE
4A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the vertex of the parabola y minus 2 equals 3 plus the binomial x minus 3 squared (y-2 = 3 + (x-3)2?

ANSWER: (3,5)
4B.
Who was the German composer of the “Abegg Variations,” incidental music to Lord Byron’s “Manfred,” and the “Rhenish” symphony, who spent the last two years of his life in an asylum?

ANSWER:  Robert Schumann (SHOO-mahn)

5A.
H.W. Florey first purified it in 1941, and it is effective against gram-positive bacteria, such as the ones that cause syphilis and meningitis, though less so against staphylococcus.  What major antibiotic was first discovered in 1929 by Alexander Fleming?

ANSWER:  penicillin
5B.
Which French statesman, nicknamed “The Tiger,” supported Alfred Dreyfus in 1898, and later led France as premier during World War I, including at the Peace Conference that drafted the Treaty of Versailles?

ANSWER:  Georges Clemenceau (KLEM-en-so)

6A.
His poems are collected in i: six nonlectures and Tulips and Chimneys, and he also wrote the play him and the novel The Enormous Room. Name this poet known for extending his unorthodox grammar to an all-lowercase spelling of his own name.

ANSWER: edward estlin cummings

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the equation of the horizontal asymptote of the function 3x over the difference x minus 2 (3x/(x-2)) ?

ANSWER: y = 3
7A.
The Universe is envisioned as a cluster of atoms in what poem of the first century BCE, written by the Roman Epicurean philosopher Lucretius?

ANSWER:  De rerum natura (or On the Nature of Things or On the Nature of the Universe)

7B.
At age 15 he went to work as a clerk at a law firm, and he proved to be a quick stenographer; while there, he wrote Sketches by Boz.  What author published the first of his Pickwick Papers in 1836, and then wrote Nicholas Nickleby and Oliver Twist?

ANSWER:  Charles Dickens
8A.
Who was the former Communist that first accused Alger Hiss of being a Communist spy?

ANSWER: Whittaker CHAMBERS
8B.
Antibodies, collagen, insulin, and hemoglobin are all examples of what molecules that form peptide bonds and consist of amino acids?

ANSWER:  proteins
9A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A clothing store offers a 10% discount on its $25 blue jeans.  If you have a $5-off coupon that is taken off after the discount, for 10 points, how much will you pay for the jeans?

ANSWER: $17.50
9B.
He died of yellow fever while surveying a plan for New Orleans’s water supply, but what British-born architect earlier brought the Greek Revival to the United States by designing the U.S. Capitol, both before and after it was destroyed during the War of 1812?

ANSWER:  Benjamin Latrobe
10A.
Enthalpy is a change in what property?

ANSWER: HEAT
10B.
It is caused by damage to one of two brain regions: the temporal lobes or the diencephalons (die-en-SEH-fah-lawn). For 10 points, what is this syndrome marked by a loss of memory?

ANSWER: AMNESIA
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
For 10 points, what city is often paired with Dallas, Texas, forming the Twin Cities with Dallas?

ANSWER: FORT WORTH
2.
Her mother remained in the L.A. morgue for 10 days after the autopsy, after decomposing in her apartment for several days after her early December murder. For 10 points, who is this radio talk-show host that proclaims to her listeners, “Now go do the right thing!”

ANSWER: Laura SCHELSSINGER (accept Dr. LAURA)
3.
She worked with composer Virgil Thomson to write the opera Four Saints in Three Acts. While living in Paris, she coined the term “Lost Generation” to describe her fellow expatriate writers. For ten points, name this author who mixed her own life with that of her companion in The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas.

ANSWER: Gertrude Stein
4.
An animal that is a homeotherm, such as a bird or a mammal, is also known by, for ten points, what name denoting the fact that it can maintain its own body temperature within narrow ranges despite wide variances in outside temperature?

ANSWER:  warm-blooded
5.
A wind force of 12 or more on the Beaufort scale represents, for ten points, what tropical cyclonic storm of the Atlantic and South Pacific, featuring winds of 75 miles per hour or more?

ANSWER:  hurricane
6.
They lived longer than mortal men, but were not granted eternal life.  Numerous daughters of Atlas, as well as Undine, Arethusa, Amphitrite (am-fih-TRY-tee), Daphne were all, for ten points, what minor goddesses of the woods, mountains, rivers, fountains, and oceans?

ANSWER:  nymphs
7.
For 10 points, what does the computing abbreviation GIGO (guy-GO) stand for?

ANSWER: GARBAGE IN, GARBAGE OUT
8.
For ten points, authors from which country wrote the works With Fire and Sword, The Peasants, and The Captive Mind; winning Nobel Prizes in 1905, 1924, 1980, and 1996 for Sienkiewicz (shen-KYEH-vich), Reymont, Milosz (MEE-losh), and Szymborska (shim-BOR-ska) respectively?

ANSWER:  Poland
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. The center of a regular polygon is equidistant from each ‘x’ in the polygon.  For 10 points, what structure of the polygon is represented by ‘x’ in the given rule?

ANSWER: vertex
10.
It was put in place to pacify the Midwest Indian tribes. It accomplished that, but angered many of the white settlers who were then hemmed in by the line it drew. For 10 points, what was this proclamation that forbade English settlement west of the Appalachians, named for the year it was made?

ANSWER: Proclamation of 1763
11.
Its flowers can range in color from red to yellow to purple, and it contains glochids, which are the equivalent of leaves.  For ten points, what succulent plant can contain edible fruit such as the prickly pair, as well as spines, and is often found in the southwestern United States?

ANSWER:  cactus
12.
There were four between 1906 and 1917; even though Prime Minister Stolypin attempted to alter its composition to make it more conservative, it still conflicted with the regime of Tsar Nicholas II.  For ten points, what body was Nicholas forced to recognize after the Revolution of 1905, and today names the lower house of the Russian parliament?

ANSWER:  Duma
13.
Her less remembered roles include LaJoe Rivers in There Are No Children Here. Mattie Michael in The Women of Brewster Place and Mrs. Thomas in a 1986 adaptation of Native Son. Despite a dissapointing turn as Sethe in Beloved, she was able to launch her career with an acclaimed portrayal of Sofia in 1985’s The Color Purple. For ten points, name this actress better known for hosting a daily afternoon talk show based in Chicago.

ANSWER: Oprah Winfrey
14.
If a person buys a house for $100,000 and sells it one year later at $140,000, the $40,000 that he has made from the sale of the house can be taxed as what sort of income?

ANSWER: CAPITAL GAINs or CAP GAIN
15.
This six-letter word comes from the Spanish words for “the rope.” For 10 points, what is this word that describes a long slender rope made from hemp or hide used as a lasso to catch cattle or horses?

ANSWER: LARIAT
SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
Four answers are required. For 10 points, what four letters describe the four types of electron shells?

ANSWER: S / P / D / F
2.
For ten points, Theodore Herzl (HURT-zel) led what Jewish nationalist movement that lobbied for the establishment of  the state of Israel as a Jewish homeland?

ANSWER:  Zionism
3.
Their name comes from the Greek word for “assembly,” and ruins of the oldest known one, dating from the first century BCE, can be found in Jericho.  As opposed to temples, which were meant to be the abode of God, for ten points, in what buildings do Jews gather for worship and other religious activities, particularly on Saturdays?

ANSWER:  synagogues
4.
The words and, but, or, yet, for, nor and so are, for 10 points, what kind of conjunctions which can connect two independent clauses?

ANSWER: COORDINATING (prompt on conjunction)

5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. One megabyte in a computer sense means 210 (2 to the 10th) bytes.  One kilobyte in a metric sense means 103 (10 to the 3rd) bytes.  For 10 points, what is the difference, in bytes, of the two accepted values for 1 kilobyte?

ANSWER: 24
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