Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

Regional Competition, Match #7

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Regional level. Shawn Pickrell and Adam Fine are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region before all Region champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
The only man not applauding during a speech in Frenzy. A man mailing a letter in Suspicion. A smoking violinist in Spellbound. A hiker behind a tennis court in Easy Virtue. A litterer in The Thirty-Nine Steps. A man who misses a bus in North by Northwest. For ten points, all are cameos by what man, notorious for inserting himself into movies which he directed?

ANSWER: Alfred Joseph Hitchcock

2.
She injured her spine in a horseback riding accident at age 15, making her an invalid at her family home at Wimpole Street in London.  Still, for ten points, what woman overcame this tragedy by writing poems such as “An Essay on Mind” and “Cry of the Children,” before she married another poet named Robert?

ANSWER:  Elizabeth Barrett Browning
3.
For 10 points, what type of statistical graph is defined as “a representation of a frequency or relative frequency distribution consisting of vertical rectangles whose widths correspond to a definite range of frequencies, and whose heights correspond to the number of frequencies occurring within the range”?

ANSWER: HISTOGRAM or HISTODIAGRAM
4.
 Both the Carbonari and Giuseppe Mazzini sparked its beginning, but after the failed revolutionary attempts of 1848, Count Cavour of Sardinia-Piedmont, with the help of Giuseppe Garbaldi and his Red Shirts, took over the cause.  For ten points, what was the name of Italy’s unification movement, which achieved success by 1870?

ANSWER:  Risorgimento (prompt on “Italian unification” until mentioned)

5.
For ten points, what intracellular organelle uses phagocytosis and its own enzymes in order to digest food particles found both within and outside cells?

ANSWER:  lysosome
6.
His early collections such as A Lume Spento took a back seat to his publishing career, but he soon wrote two works about other poets, an interpretation of Li Po and “Homage to Sextus Propertius.” As a result of his pro-Fascist broadcasts during World War II, much of his major work was written while imprisoned at Pisa and in a mental hospital. For ten points, name this author of Hugh Selwyn Mauberly and the Cantos.

ANSWER: Ezra Loomis Pound

7.
For 10 points, what general led the U.S. 1st Army in the Normandy invasion?

ANSWER: Omar BRADLEY
8.
In a good number of cells, it consists of both a denser outer layer used for cell movement, and a smoother, more fluid inner layer that contains organelles.  For ten points, what term technically denotes any part of the cell outside the nucleus, but commonly refers to the jellylike material where the organelles reside?

ANSWER:  cytoplasm
9.
Its title came from its composer’s belief that a keyboard should be tuned at an equal distance between all notes.  For ten points, what is the name of this set of forty-eight preludes and fugues in each major and minor key, completed in 1722 by Johann Sebastian Bach?

ANSWER:  “The Well-Tempered Clavier”
10.
Six years after leaving his law firm to become the NBA’s general counsel, he was unanimously chosen as league commissioner. For ten points, name this man who has overseen a five hundred percent growth in league profits during his eighteen-year term.

ANSWER: David Stern
11.
Environmental groups are suing the federal government over standards labeling, for 10 points, what kind of fish as being “dolphin safe”?

ANSWER: TUNA
12.
Despite Voyager 1 coming within 4000 kilometers of this moon’s surface, its thick atmosphere prevents us from knowing more about its surface and composition. For 10 points, what is this moon, Saturn’s largest?

ANSWER: TITAN
13.
It is bordered by the Canadian provinces of Saskatchewan and Manitoba to the north. The Red River of the North and Minnesota lie to the east. Montana lies to the west. For 10 points, what is this state that has South Dakota to its south?

ANSWER: NORTH DAKOTA
14.
Background characters include the pregnant Lena Grove and minister Gail Hightower, but the main plot concerns the affair of a mixed-race man and a white woman which ends with the murder of both. For ten points, name this William Faulkner novel centering on Joanna Burden and Joe Christmas.

ANSWER: Light in August

15.
He first appeared in literary form in Tirso de Molina’s 1630 play “The Love Rogue,” where he murders the father of a girl he tried to seduce, but a statue of that murdered man grabs him and casts him into Hell.  For ten points, what Spanish hero and legendary lover was also the subject of works by Molière, Mozart, and Lord Byron?

ANSWER:  Don Juan (WAHN)

Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
It was abolished in 1934 by rising Cuban nationalism, but the US kept the naval base at Guantanamo Bay. What was this amendment forced into the Cuban constitution that outlined the conditions of US intervention into Cuban affairs?

ANSWER: PLATT Amendment

1B.
Dating back at least to Roman times, what genre of painting favored by Paul Cezanne features the depiction of inanimate objects, such as meat, flowers, or apples?

ANSWER:  still life
2A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Where do the lines x plus 2y equals negative 7 (x + 2y = -7) and 2x minus 3y equals 0 (2x-3y = 0) intersect?

ANSWER: (-3, -2)
2B.
Individual organisms of this plant come together in groups called mats, and it can be divided into three subgroups:  true, granite, and peat.  What is this simple plant, the largest constituent of the phylum Bryophyta?

ANSWER:  moss
3A.
History of a Six Weeks Tour and The Last Man were written by what daughter of political philosopher William Godwin who wrote Frankenstein four years before the death of her husband Percy?

ANSWER:  Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley 

3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In how many ways can a 4-digit number be picked such that each digit is at least two less than the previous digit, with the first digit being the largest?

ANSWER: 34
4A.
What Impressionist composer used writers Maurice Maeterlinck (MAY-ter-link) and Stephane Mallarmé (MOWL-ar-may) as inspiration for his works “Pelleas and Melisande” (MEL-ih-sahnd) and “Prelude to the Afternoon of a Faun” respectively?

ANSWER:  Claude Debussy (deh-byoo-SEE)

4B.
What British party, formed by trade union and socialist interests, elected Ramsay MacDonald as its first prime minister, and Tony Blair as the current one, in a 1997 landslide over the Conservatives?

ANSWER:  Labour Party

5A.
What term is given to an application that seeks hidden patterns in a group of data that can be used, especially by marketers, to predict future behavior?

ANSWER: Data MINING 

5B.
Someone who studies myrmecology (meer-meh-CAW-loh-gee) studies what animals that also produce formic acid?

ANSWER: ANTs

6A.
What term is given to a political system where power is wielded by a small group of individuals that run the country for their own interests?

ANSWER: OLIGARCHY 

6B.
Power company EnviroMission Limited is planning to build the tallest building in the world. This building, a 3,300 foot tall solar tower is in what country?

ANSWER: AUSTRALIA
7A.
What property of equality is demonstrated by the logical proposition “if a=b, then b=a”?

ANSWER: SYMMETRIC
7B.
It is convex for mercury and is concave for water. What is this curved surface of a liquid that forms due to surface tension in a small tube?

ANSWER: MENISCUS
8A.
The Source is one of this author’s works that is not named after a place. Who is this author of Alaska, Hawaii, Poland and Caribbean?

ANSWER: James MICHENER
8B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Matrix A is a 2-by-2 matrix, with the first row having elements -1 and 0, and the second row having elements 8 and -2.  For 10 points, what is the inverse of matrix A?

ANSWER: A 2-BY-2 MATRIX WITH FIRST ROW OF -1, 0 AND SECOND ROW -4, -½ 

9A.
What son of Daedalus fell to his death in the sea when he flew too close to the Sun, melting the wax that attached wings to his body?  

ANSWER:  Icarus
9B.
Who was the Seminole chieftain that led a guerrilla resistance to the US government during the mid-1830s?

ANSWER: Chief OSCEOLA
10A.
What cylindrical air tube extends from the lower part of the larynx to the two bronchi, and is also known as the windpipe?

ANSWER:  trachea (accept “windpipe” until the end)

10B.
What function does “president” serve in this sentence? She is the acting university president.

ANSWER: PREDICATE NOMINATIVE or PREDICATE NOUN
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
What kind of intermolecular attraction forces are also called, for 10 points, London forces?

ANSWER: DISPERSION forces
2.
For 10 points, what is the capital of Iran?

ANSWER: TEHRAN
3.
For 10 points, in what language is the definite article the prefix al- or el- placed before the noun?

ANSWER: ARABIC
4.
These certificates give the buyer the right, but not the obligation, to buy or sell an asset at a certain price on or before a given date. For 10 points, what are these certificates, that when applied to stocks, are called puts or calls?

ANSWER: stock OPTIONs

5.
Known as Yathrib prior to 622 CE, for ten points, what city in the Hejaz contains the Mosque of Quba, the Mosque of the Two Qiblas, and the tomb of Mohammed, as it is located 300 miles from Mecca?

ANSWER:  Medina
6.
Its songs include “Think of Me,” “Graveyard,” and “Music of the Night.” For ten points, name this Andrew Lloyd Webber musical based on a Gaston Leroux novel.

ANSWER: The Phantom of the Opera

7.
The third son of the emperor Jahangir, he killed his brothers upon his father’s death, and usurped the throne in 1628.  For ten points, which emperor was imprisoned for the last eight years of his life by his son Aurangzeb, and in 1666 was buried next to his wife in the mausoleum he built for her, the Taj Mahal?

ANSWER:  Shah Jahan
8.
Erosion can cause river valleys to dissect these areas, creating either mesas or buttes (BYOOTS).  For ten points, what table-like uplifted area of horizontal land has examples including the Deccan in India and the Piedmont in the eastern United States?

ANSWER:  plateau
9.
Over 120 of these can be found on Russia’s Kamchatka Peninsula, while New Zealand’s Waimagu had reached ejected heights of over 1500 feet every five to thirty hours.  For ten points, what type of spring periodically spouts hot water and steam into the air, including a notable one found in Yellowstone Park?

ANSWER:  geyser
10.
His later career was marked by experimentation in form, such as in the movie-influenced play “The Garbage Man” and the newsreel novel Manhattan Transfer. He also wrote the tale of the Spottswood family and a cycle consisting of The 42nd Parallel, 1919, and The Big Money. For ten points, name this author of the District of Columbia and U.S.A. trilogies.
ANSWER: John Roderigo Dos Passos
11.
For 10 points, two lines are parallel if they are cut by a transversal such that consecutive interior angles sum to what total?

ANSWER: 180 degrees
12.
He married Annia Galeria Faustina, the daughter of the emperor that he succeeded, and co-ruled with Lucius Verus until Verus died in 169 CE.  For ten points, what imperial successor to Antoninus Pius kept a spiritual diary during his war against the Marcomanni, earning a reputation as a Stoic philosopher with his Meditations?

ANSWER:  Marcus Aurelius
13.
The last name’s the same:  Alan shared the 1963 Nobel Prize for medicine and physiology for his work in describing how impulses are transmitted along nerve fibers, while Dorothy won the Chemistry prize the following year for determining the structure of Vitamin B12.  For ten points, what surname is also shared by Thomas, the scientist who in 1832 first described a cancerous disease related to lymphoma?

ANSWER:  Hodgkin
14.
It was placed on the Roman Catholic Index of Forbidden Books in 1954, while the Orthodox Church tried to prosecute its author for sacrilege.  Featuring a scene where Jesus descends from the Cross to get married and have children, for ten points, what novel by Nikos Kazantzakis was made into a film by Martin Scorsese (scohr-SAY-zee)?

ANSWER:  The Last Temptation of Christ
15.
At any particular time in an arrow’s flight, the arrow is in one place, so it is at rest.  Achilles cannot outrun a tortoise in a race, if the tortoise is given a ten-unit head start, as the tortoise will have moved an eleventh unit.  These are two well-known examples of paradoxes put forth, for ten points, by what ancient Greek philosopher from Elea (EL-ee-ah)?

ANSWER:  Zeno’s paradoxes

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. F of x equals e-to-the-x over the sum of 3 and e-to-the-x (f(x) = ex / (3+ ex)).  For 10 points, what is the indefinite integral of f(x) with respect to x?

ANSWER: ln | 3 + ex | + C (The natural log of the absolute value of 3 + e-to-the-x plus the C (the constant of indefinite integration)

2.
This word, which comes from the Spanish for fair weather or good fortune, can describe a rich vein of silver or gold or anything that yields a large income. For 10 points, what is this seven-letter word that also describes a TV western set on the Cartwright ranch?

ANSWER: BONANZA
3.
On January 17, 1781, Daniel Morgan utterly destroyed a British force under Banastre Tarleton at, for 10 points, what South Carolina battle?

ANSWER: Battle of COWPENS
4.
For 10 points, what word goes before “reagent” to describe the reactant that will be exhausted first?

ANSWER: LIMITING
5.
The collapse of Enron also brought down, for 10 points, what former Big 5 accounting firm?

ANSWER: ARTHUR ANDERSEN
All questions © 2002 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


