Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2002-03 season

State Competition, Match #1

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the State level. Shawn Pickrell, Adam Fine and Chris Moretti are the authors of these questions, which were also edited by Samer Ismail.

All participants and spectators must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the State competition before all State champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all State champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia. This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.
On his sister-in-law’s birthday, this man gives her a present:  a bus ticket back to Laurel.  One night when drunk, he beats his wife after a poker game, but worse than that, he rapes his sister-in-law after telling his friend Mitch that she had had numerous sexual escapades in the past.  For ten points, what nasty blue-collar man is the husband to Stella in “A Streetcar Named Desire” by Tennessee Williams?

ANSWER:  Stanley Kowalski (accept either name)

2.
In this book, the tenth in the series, Tuon, the Daughter of the Nine Moons, flees from Ebou Dar with Mat Cauthon, while the Seanchan Empire and the Shadow pursue them.  For ten points, what is this New York Times fiction bestseller, the most recent installment of Robert Jordan’s Wheel of Time?  
ANSWER:  Crossroads of Twilight

3.
This two-word French phrase reflects the ability to say and do the correct things. For 10 points, what is this phrase which comes from the French words for “to know” and “to do”?

ANSWER: SAVOIR-FAIRE
4.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. You have three watches: one is set 5 minutes fast, one is set 8 minutes fast, and one is 4 minutes slow.  If the average time showing on the watches is 12:10, for 10 points, what is the actual time?

ANSWER: 12:07
5.
Made the Baroness of Kesteven in 1992, for 10 points, what Conservative woman unseated James Callaghan and the Labour party to become the first female Prime Minister of Great Britain in 1979?

ANSWER:  Margaret Thatcher

6.
Bill the Lizard works for him, and he mistakes a visitor for his maid, sending her to get some things from his house.  Clad in a waist-coat, for ten points, what messenger to the King and Queen of Hearts carries a pocket watch, and tells Alice that he’s “late, late, for a very important date?”

ANSWER:  White Rabbit
7.
The factory owners locked the doors to keep the women at work, and when fire engines responded, the ladders only extended to the sixth floor, but the women were trapped on the 8th, 9th and 10th floors. For 10 points, what was this March 1911 fire that caused the death of 146 women and ultimately led to reforms in worker safety laws?

ANSWER: TRIANGLE Shirtwaist Company

8.
Air travel and shift work can disrupt them, while the superchiasmatic nucleus in the hypothalamus, connected to the light-dark receptors of the eye, is essential for regulating these patterns.  Activities such as sleeping, drinking, urination, and body temperature variation are all governed, for ten points, by what type of rhythms related to the solar day?


ANSWER:  Circadian rhythms (prompt on “biological clock”)

9.
Clara Harris is currently on trial in this state on murder charges relating to the killing of her husband by running over him with her Mercedes. For 10 points, in what state is Harris on trial, a state that also saw another mother, Wanda Holloway, trying to arrange the killing of the mother of her daughter’s cheerleading rival in 1990? 

ANSWER: TEXAS
10.
For 10 points, what word describes two chemicals with different chemical properties but the same chemical formula?

ANSWER: ISOMERs (accept word forms)

11.
Barbara Cooney has won it twice, cartoonist William Steig won it for Sylvester and the Magic Pebble, and Maurice Sendak won this award in 1964 for Where the Wild Things Are.  For ten points, what medal is awarded annually by the American Library Association to the best illustrated American children’s book?

ANSWER:  Caldecott Medal

12.
Its primary reaction features the addition of a carbon dioxide molecule to an RUDP sugar, producing two molecules of 3-phosphoglycerate.  Two molecules of NADPH and three of ATP are required, for ten points, in what carbon fixation cycle in plants, discovered by an American chemist in the 1940s?


ANSWER:  Calvin cycle (or Calvin-Benson cycle)

13.
They were first enacted in the twelfth century, but became more egregious in 1815, when Parliament passed a law restricting foreign food imports unless domestic prices reached a certain level.  John Bright and Richard Cobden organized a league to fight, for ten points, what grain legislation that was finally repealed in the wake of the Irish potato famine?

ANSWER:  Corn Laws
14.
The hot-wire type of this device measures the amount of electric current required to keep a wire at constant temperature, while the rotation type is often found at weather stations, and uses three semiconical cups attached to an electric generator.  For ten points, what is this instrument, used to measure wind speed?


ANSWER:  anemometer

15.
She worked with her future husband Erskine Caldwell on a documentary book entitled You Have Seen Their Faces, capturing many vivid images of poor Southern blacks.  One of the four original photographers for Life magazine, for ten points, who was this photojournalist responsible for the collection Say! Is This the U.S.A.?

ANSWER:  Margaret Bourke-White
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
In an attempt to relieve the besieged troops at Stirling Castle, English king Edward II sent a force of 20,000 to this stream on June 23.  6,000 Scottish pikemen, however, routed the English at what resounding victory for King Robert the Bruce in 1314?


ANSWER:  Battle of Bannockburn
1B.
Someone who is Hibernian is from what country?

ANSWER: IRELAND
2A.
What does the abbreviation TCP/IP stand for?

ANSWER: TRANSMISSION CONTROL PROTOCOL/INTERNET PROTOCOL 

2B.
The title figure’s body lies at the bottom center of the painting, and is lifted by Saints Augustine and Stephen.  What 1586 El Greco painting features the funeral of a nobleman, and the ascent of his soul into heaven?

ANSWER:  The Burial of Count Orgaz

3A.
The alb, chasuble, maniple, and cassock are all examples of what garments worn by Christian religious leaders when they perform sacred ceremonial rites?


ANSWER:  vestments

3B.
TNT is a powerful explosive. What do the letters TNT stand for?

ANSWER: TRINITROTOLUENE (try-NYE-troh-TAW-you-een)

4A.
Apuleius’s novel The Golden Ass contains the story of Psyche’s quest to find what lover of hers?

ANSWER:  Cupid
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the two imaginary solutions to the equation x2 = 8x – 36??

ANSWER: x = 4 ± 2i√5 (accept equivalents)

5A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the value of 4 to the 4.5th power (44.5)?

ANSWER: 512 
5B.
He is jailed for shooting two FBI agents, Ronald Williams and Jack Coler, at the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 1975. Who is this American Indian Movement activist whose campaign for parole is only exceeded by Mumia abu-Jamal’s? 

ANSWER: Leonard PELTIER
6A.
What four words described the era between 1816 and 1820, where political parties were by and large ended, and support of President James Monroe was nearly universal?

ANSWER: ERA OF GOOD FEELINGS
6B.
Who was this author of a collection of short stories set in the town of Winesburg, Ohio?

ANSWER:  Sherwood Anderson
7A.
With his partner, this Canadian physician isolated the hormone insulin from the pancreas, making it possible to treat diabetes mellitus. Who is this co-winner of the 1923 Nobel Prize for Medicine and Physiology with Charles Best?

ANSWER:  Sir Frederick Banting
7B.
In Norse mythology what type of animal was Geri and Freki, who sat at Odin’s feet, as well as Loki’s child Fenrir, who was chained to Gleipnir?

ANSWER:  wolf
8A.
On January 31, a gunman hijacked a postal truck and led police on a 2-hour chase followed a 2-hour standoff in what Southern city?

ANSWER: MIAMI
8B.
In adults, it can be used effectively to treat the symptoms of leprosy, and also mouth ulcers in AIDS sufferers.  However, what drug that was used by pregnant women to control vomiting was banned in 1961 because its use led to a high number of congenital birth defects?

ANSWER:  thalidomide (thuh-LID-oh-myd)

9A.
What is the following sentence expressed in the future perfect tense? I walk home.

ANSWER: I WILL HAVE WALKED HOME
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Which of the 6 trigonometric functions are positive in the second quadrant?

ANSWER: SINE AND COSECANT
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. F of 2 equals 5 (f(2) = 5).  F of x equals e to the product kx (f(x) = ekx).  What is the value of f of 6 (f(6))?

ANSWER: 125 (if e to the 2k power is 5, then e to the 6k power is 2 to the 2k times e to the 2k times e to the 2k, or 125)

10B.
On November 4, 1605, English authorities uncovered the Gunpowder Plot, an attempt to blow up the houses of Parliament. Who was the ringleader of this plot, a man whose “day” is still celebrated in Britain 400 years later?

ANSWER:  Guy FAWKES
Third period: 15 tossups
1.
It is the 12th largest river in the world, having its origins in the Tibetan Plateau. It then flows through China, Burma, Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and empties into the sea in southeastern Vietnam. For 10 points, what is this river whose delta featured prominently in the Vietnam War?

ANSWER: MEKONG River

2.
For 10 points, what term did Emile Durkheim coin to describe the loss of direction in a society when social control of individual behavior has become ineffective?

ANSWER: ANOMIE
3.
 For ten points, what coach of the St. Louis Blues, Montreal Canadiens, Buffalo Sabres, and Pittsburgh Penguins won his record ninth Stanley Cup while coaching the Detroit Red Wings in 2002 before finally retiring?


ANSWER:  Scotty Bowman

4.
Named after a French province, they are utilized in eastern Australia, where water from the Great Dividing Range fills aquifers that run beneath the Simpson Desert.  For ten points, what freshwater wells are supplied by aquifers, and lie between rock layers that are impermeable to water?


ANSWER:  artesian wells

5.
It is a small diacritical mark, such as an accent, vowel mark or the dot over an i. For 10 points, what is this word that is usually paired with the word jot?

ANSWER: TITTLE
6.
Born in Georgia in 1941, he was the original writer of the song “Respect,” which Aretha Franklin turned into a #1 hit.  For ten points, what soul songwriter and singer achieved his greatest fame after a 1967 plane crash, when his song “Sittin’ on the Dock of the Bay” reached the top of the charts the following year?

ANSWER:  Otis Redding

7.
Living in high altitudes and exercise can both increase the amount of this protein in the body.  Containing a stronger affinity to oxygen than hemoglobin but only one-fourth as heavy, for ten points, what is this protein that stores oxygen in muscles and gives them their red color?


ANSWER:  myoglobin
8.
After Benedict Arnold was wounded at the Battle of Quebec, this man assumed command of American forces. He helped lead American forces during the Saratoga campaign but then resigned when passed over for command of a new brigade. He rejoined the army in the south after learning of the defeat at Camden. For 10 points, who was this general that defeated the British at the battle of Cowpens?

ANSWER: Daniel MORGAN
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Snow falls at 1 inch per hour from 12 AM to 3 AM.  Snow then falls at the rate of ½ inch per hour from 3 AM to 5 AM.  The snow stops at 5, and plows come out, averaging ½ inch cleared from the city streets per half-hour.  For 10 points, when will the roads be cleared?    

ANSWER: 
9 AM
10.
In this work, Sir Epicure Mammon, Tribulation Wholesome, and Abel Drugger all become the victims of the swindlers Dol Common and Subtle.  Face, the servant of Love-wit, invites the crooked pair into Love-Wit’s house in, for ten points, what 1610 Ben Jonson play, where Subtle claims he is a man who can turn other metals into gold?

ANSWER:  “The Alchemist”

11.
The Painted Bird, Slaughterhouse-Five, The Caine Mutiny, Catch-22, and The Naked and the Dead are all American novels that take place, for ten points, during which war, also the setting for James Jones’s From Here to Eternity?

ANSWER:  World War II
12.
For 10 points, what is the legal status granted individuals who are in the US and fear political persecution if they are forced to return to their home nation?

ANSWER: ASYLUM
13.
For ten points, which German philosopher wrote The Phenomenology of Spirit, and developed the idea of a dialectic, which moved through a thesis and an antithesis to a synthesis?


ANSWER:  George Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel

14.
For ten points, what tool is used as an unlikely instrument in a chorus from the opera “Il Trovatore” by Giuseppe Verdi – a device often dropped on Wile E. Coyote’s head?


ANSWER:  anvil

15.
When used in industrial processes, it is known as caustic soda. For 10 points, what is this substance with chemical formula NaOH?

ANSWER: SODIUM HYDROXIDE (accept LYE)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.
For 10 points, Euler’s (OY-lerz) formula dictates that the number of vertices in a polyhedron minus the number of edges plus the number of faces equals what number?

ANSWER: 2 (V – E + F = 2)

2.
For 10 points, what is the highest mountain in Virginia?

ANSWER: Mount ROGERS
3.
It could serve as an absolute reference frame in which the laws of physics could hold true. In addition, it served as a medium for light waves. For 10 points, what was this medium whose existence was believed by physicists at the end of the 19th century and was disproved by the Michelson-Morley experiments?

ANSWER: ETHER or AETHER
4.
On January 30, this type of helicopter, also known as an MH-60, crashed near Bagram Air Base in Afghanistan. For 10 points, what is this type of helicopter, which more famously went down during a 1993 firefight in Somalia?

ANSWER: BLACK HAWK
5.
He met the poet Ruben Dario in Madrid, inspiring his first two collections, Violent Souls and Water Lilies.  For ten points, what Spanish poet who penned the collection Platero and I won the 1956 Nobel Prize for Literature?

ANSWER:  Juan Ramon Jiménez
All questions copyright 2003 by the writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.


