Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #8


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  She died an untimely death from cancer at age 34, but not before she made her mark as the first African American woman to have her play produced on Broadway. For 10 points, name this American dramatist of The Sign in Sidney Brustein's Window as well as A Raisin in the Sun.

ANSWER: Lorraine _Hansberry_ 

2.  He broke with Stalin in 1948, founding the Non-Aligned Movement with Nehru and Nasser. While he remained a Communist until his death in 1980, his rule was generally seen as less harsh than other Communist nations'. For 10 points, who is this man that single-handedly kept Yugoslavia free of ethnic strife for 35 years? 

ANSWER: Josip Broz _Tito_

3.  Usually white with blue or black stripes, on its neck is sewn the "atarah," a narrow piece of cloth that contains the benediction recited when it is put on.  The fringes on its bottom contain a total of 613 knots and threads, symbolizing the traditional number of mitzvoth.  For ten points, what prayer shawl do many Jewish men wear during prayer?

ANSWER:  _tallis_ (or _tallith_)  

4.  Rutherford B. Hayes won the disputed election of 1876 against, for 10 points, what Democrat?

ANSWER: Samuel _Tilden_

5.  For 10 points, what is the term that describes the length of time it takes an object moving in cyclic fashion to complete a single cycle?

ANSWER: _period_ 

6.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the sum of 7/8 and 9/4 expressed as a decimal?

ANSWER: _3.125_

7. Serbian, Bulgarian, Mongolian and Russian all use, for 10 points, what alphabet named for the 9th century monk who invented it? 

ANSWER: _Cyrillic_

8.  THREE ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, what three states use the Colorado River as part of their border?

ANSWER: _Nevada, California, Arizona_ 

9.  It was introduced with Windows 95, and usually resides in the lower right corner of your screen, next to the clock. For 10 points, what is this Windows feature that contains miniature icons for easy access to system functions such as modem control, volume control and printer control?

ANSWER: _system tray_ (accept _systray_, do not accept taskbar, as that is the entire list of programs you have running)

10.  Vincenzo Perugia stole this work in 1911, holding it for ransom for half a million lire (LEER-uh), but he was caught and it was returned to the Louvre (LOOV) Museum.  Its subject wears no jewelry, even though she was the 24-year old wife of a merchant, Francesco (fran-CHESS-ko) del Giocondo (jee-oh-KON-doh).  Completed in 1506, for ten points, what portrait did Leonardo da Vinci keep with him for his entire life?

ANSWER:  _Mona Lisa_

11.  These ocean waves, which have little to do with tides or winds, have very low crests in the open ocean; but when they reach the shore they can be extremely destructive. For 10 points, give the proper name for such waves. 

ANSWER: _tsunami (sue na' me) or seismic sea waves_ 

12.  Meath (MEETH), Connaught (kon-NAWT), Leinster, Munster and Ulster were the five medieval kingdoms on, for 10 points, what island?

ANSWER: _Ireland_

13.  For 10 points, what word describes a walk taken for one's health, or a piece of American legislation that is in accord with the supreme law of the land?

ANSWER: _constitutional_

14.  Student songs influenced this work, written to commemorate an honorary doctorate received by the composer at the University of Breslau.  For ten points, what 1879 overture, composed by Johannes Brahms, has a name fitting for quiz bowl competition?

ANSWER:  _Academic Festival_ Overture

15.  When an atom of sodium reacts with an atom of chlorine, the compound salt results. Sodium actually gives chlorine an electron during the reaction. For 10 points, the chlorine atom has had what reaction occur to it, the compliment of oxidation?

ANSWER: _reduction_ (do not accept redox, that refers to the pair)

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the vertex of the parabola with equation y equals x-squared minus 2x minus 3 {y = x^2 - 2x - 3}?

ANSWER: _(1, -4)_ (accept y = -4, x = 1)

1B.  What playwright said that mad dogs and Englishmen have something in common--they both "go out in the midday sun"?

ANSWER: Noel _Coward_

2A.  Who is the current president of Afghanistan?

ANSWER: Hamid _Karzai_

2B.  The average weather conditions in an area over a long period of time are collectively known as...? 

ANSWER: _climate_

3A.   Derived from Sanskrit, it means a spiritual guide who passes on knowledge and practices to his disciples. What is the word?

ANSWER: _guru_

3B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If no grouping symbols are present in the calculation, what is the value of the series of operations 6 * 4 + 3 + 7 * 4 / 2 - 9? 

ANSWER: _32_

4A.  What name is given to the gaps between the dendrites of neighboring nerve cells?

ANSWER: _synapse_s

4B.  What was the name given to the large corporations that came to dominate a single industry, such as beef, oil, sugar or coal, in the latter part of the 19th century?

ANSWER: _trust_s (prompt on monopolies)

5A.  What is the highest mountain in Australia?

ANSWER: Mount _Kosciusko_

5B.  What general name is given to the members of a religious community of Christian women bound by the solemn vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience?

ANSWER:  _nuns_

6A.  In ballistics, what name is given to the path taken by a projectile?

ANSWER: _trajectory_

6B.  What rap album's disappointing sales caused the "New York Post" headline "Puff, the Magic's Draggin'"?

ANSWER: _FOREVER_

7A.  According to the Pythagorean trigonometric identity, what does the tangent squared of theta plus 1 equal? 

ANSWER: _secant squared of theta_  

7B.  The formula for nitrogen (IV) oxide (nitrogen four oxide) is what?

ANSWER: NO2

8A.  When natural light is insufficient, what device, which used to come in bulb and cube form, is used to aid in photography?

ANSWER:  _flash_

8B.  What African-American poet wrote, "Will my page be colored that I write?" in his poem, "Theme for English B"?

ANSWER: Langston _Hughes_

9A.  How many stocks are in the Dow Jones Industrial Average?

ANSWER: _30_

9B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A woodchuck could chuck 3 cd. (cords) of wood per hour. If the Woodchuck Union mandated a 4-day workweek, at 9 working-hours per day, then for ten points, how much wood could a woodchuck chuck in a fortnight if a woodchuck could chuck wood?

ANSWER: _216_ cd.

10A.  Under what pseudonym did Anne Bronte write the novel Agnes Grey?

ANSWER: _Acton Bell_

10B.  What was the name of the fortified line established by the French along the German border between the two world wars?

ANSWER: _Maginot_ (mah-ZHEE-noh) Line

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  The Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act brought an end to, for 10 points, what "system" where civil service jobs were filled by members of the victorious party?

ANSWER: _spoils_ system

2.   This Virginia-born author's first novel was Alexander's Bridge before she began to write about her adopted state, Nebraska. For 10 points, name this author of The Song of the Lark, O Pioneers! and My Antonia.

ANSWER: Willa _Cather

3.  For 10 points, who is the current Secretary of Energy?

ANSWER: Spencer _Abraham_

4.  Sugar gives us energy in an indirect manner. For 10 points, what energy packed chemical gives us energy directly?

ANSWER: _ATP_ (or _adenosine triphosphate_)

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 10 points, at what point do the graphs y equals 2 x plus 1 {y = 2x + 1} and y equals negative x plus 4 { y = -x + 4} intersect?

ANSWER: _(1,3)_

6.  In the English language, words can be classified as one or more of how many parts of speech?

ANSWER: _ eight _ 

7.  For 10 points, what is the dark staining structure inside the nucleus called, whose function is to produce ribosomes?

ANSWER: _nucleolus_

8.  Among the highlights of this period were a massive inflation in 1923, and attempted takeovers by Communist and fascist elements, with the fascists eventually taking over in 1933. For 10 points, what was the name of this period of German history, the same name as the republic that ruled Germany between World Wars I and II?

ANSWER: _Weimar_ (VYE-mar) Germany

9.  For 10 points, what is the poetic metrical foot with the first syllable unaccented and the second accented?

ANSWER: _iamb or iambic_

10.  The Chibcha Indians originated the legend of this place, because they anointed their kings with colored resin, and the kings washed off the dust in the river.  Gonzalo Jimenez, who had conquered the Chibcha, began a search for it in 1530 near present-day Bogota, Colombia, but it was never found.  For ten points, what name did the Spanish give to this legendary South American golden city?

ANSWER:  _El Dorado_   

11.  For 10 points, what independent central bank was authorized by an Act of Congress in 1913?

ANSWER: the _Federal Reserve_ System (prompt on "the Fed")

12.  He was the first scientist to provide a description of color blindness. For 10 points, who was this scientist that also postulated the law of partial pressures and created modern atomic theory?

ANSWER: John _Dalton_

13.  This summer, the House voted to cut off funding for "sneak and peak" warrants, one of many provisions in this law that have come under fire from civil liberties groups. This fall, Attorney General John Ashcroft has taken to vocally defending, for 10 points, what law passed in October 2001, which attempted to enhance law enforcement's terrorism-fighting abilities? 

ANSWER: USA _Patriot_ Act

14.  Although he has never been seen, his face and voice are everywhere:  on banners, posters, on book covers. For 10 points, name the black-haired entity with piercing eyes that is always watching in the novel 1984.

ANSWER: _Big Brother_

15.  It is characterized by syncopated rhythms superimposed on a steady march-like base.  Many of the ubiquitous rhythms were adopted from its roots in traditional dance and band music of the Dixie states.  For 10 points, what is this musical style particularly associated with piano compositions whose maestros included Irving Berlin, W.C. Handy, and Scott Joplin?

ANSWER: _Ragtime_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  For 10 points, whose song was parodied on Sesame Street as "Born to Add?"

ANSWER: Bruce _Springsteen_

2.  Cells undergo a cycle that includes the G-one, s, G-two, and M stages. The M stage includes mitosis, but, for 10 points, what is happening to the cell during the G-one stage?

ANSWER: _growth_

3.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A circle has radius of 20 centimeters. For 10 points, what is the measure of an arc, expressed in terms of pi, that is intercepted by a central angle of measure 144 degrees?

ANSWER: _16 pi_

4.   Adams is the first name drawn from the box and Zanini is the last in what Shirley Jackson classic short story?

ANSWER: _The Lottery_

5.  Presidential nominations for executive and judicial posts take effect only when confirmed by the Senate, and treaties can only go into force if approved by a two-thirds vote of the Senate. For 10 points, what three-word term is used in the Constitution to describe how these Presidential actions are approved by the Senate?

ANSWER: _advise and consent_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

