Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #18


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Before the battle began, Confederate artillery officer Porter Alexander told his commander, James Longstreet, "A chicken could not live on that field when we open on it". A series of futile attacks against Alexander's positions and others commanded by Stonewall Jackson led to 12,600 Federal casualties, as compared to only 5,300 Confederate casualties. For 10 points, what was this battle fought in December 1862 between Robert E. Lee and Ambrose Burnside?

ANSWER: _Fredericksburg_

2.  After Troy fell, she sought refuge in the temple of Athena. However, the lesser Ajax took her away from the temple, causing Athena to become very angry, and causing his ship to founder on the rocks. For 10 points, who was this woman that prophesied the fall of Troy, but found no one who would believe her? 

ANSWER: _Cassandra_

3.  Many plants grow long slender tendrils to help support themselves. For 10 points, what actual modified plant parts are tendrils?

ANSWER: _leaves_

4.  There are several types of skin cancer. But, for 10 points, what is the most deadly type of skin cancer, whose incidence is on the rise today?

ANSWER: malignant _melanoma_

5.  In 1909 Louis Vauxcelles (voh-SELL) gave the movement its name, as a disparaging remark toward the art of Georges Braque (BROK).  Featuring first an analytical and then a synthetic phase, both primitive art and the work of Paul Cezanne influenced it.  For ten points, what artistic movement did Pablo Picasso usher in by employing flat, geometric shapes, such as in _Three Musicians_ and _The Muse_?

ANSWER:  _cubism_

6.  In 1992, he wrote and published the book _The New American Family:  The Rebirth of the American Dream_.  He founded the Moral Majority in 1979, serving as president for eight years, and his "Old Time Gospel Hour" first hit the airwaves in 1956.  For ten points, name this Baptist minister, the founder of Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia.

ANSWER:  Reverend Jerry _Falwell_  

7.  For 10 points, what is the chemical formula for ammonia?

ANSWER: _NH3_

8.  Her poetry collections include A Street in Bronzeville  and Annie Allen. For 10 points, name this Pulitzer Prize-winning author of the novel Maud Martha.

ANSWER:  Gwendolyn _Brooks_

9.  He defeated the Hungarians at the battle of Mohacs (moh-HACH) in 1526 and nearly captured Vienna in 1529. He conquered Persia in the east, and to the west, conquered Tripoli. In his native land, he is known as the "Lawgiver". For 10 points, who is this Ottoman Emperor known to the West as the "Magnificent"?

ANSWER: _Suleiman_ I (soo-LAY-man)

10.  Yetunda Price was shot to death in September 2003.  For 10 points, what two professional tennis players are Price's sisters?

ANSWER: _VENUS AND SERENA WILLIAMS_ (Prompt on "Williams Sisters")

11.  She married her brother Ptolemy, and then proceeded to have a civil war with him, in which she used Julius Caesar as an ally. For 10 points, who is this woman, better known for her relationship with Marc Antony?

ANSWER: _Cleopatra_ VII 

12.   It can refer to an inscription on a statue or building or a motto or quotation at the beginning of a book. For 10 points, what is this 8-letter word that begins with the letter e?

ANSWER:  _epigraph_

13.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, to the nearest integer, how many degrees are in a single radian?

ANSWER: _57_ degrees 

14.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, the reaction of methane and oxygen yields what two products?

ANSWER: _water and carbon dioxide_ or _H2O and CO2_

15.  In March, several arrests were made in this country of members of the November 17 terrorist group. For 10 points, what country broke up this group in time for the 2004 Olympics?

ANSWER: _Greece_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. X divided by 7 equals q plus 4. If q is 5, then what is X?

ANSWER: _63_

1B.  What country legend wrote Whitney Houston's 1992 #1 hit "I Will Always Love You"?

ANSWER: Dolly _Parton_

2A.  What two-word term describes international marine waters that are not in the territorial waters of any country?

ANSWER: _high seas_

2B.  Who wrote “The Last of the Mohicans?”

ANSWER: James Fenimore _Cooper_

3A.  Name the lowest level of the atmosphere where nearly all weather related activity takes place.

ANSWER: _troposphere_

3B.  The Ohio river originates in what city?

ANSWER: _Pittsburgh_, Pennsylvania

4A.  What two-word term coined by Lawrence Alloway in the 1950s describes paintings and sculptures drawn from mass-produced graphic images to exemplify contemporary cultural values, such as Warhol's _Campbell's Soup Cans_ and _Marilyn Monroe_?

ANSWER:  _Pop Art_

4B.  Of the 3 basic eating disorders, which one is defined as a body weight of more than 20% above the ideal weight for the sex and age of the person.

ANSWER: _obesity_

5A.  Who wrote the novel Rebecca of Sunnybrook Farm?

ANSWER: Kate Douglas _Wiggin_

5B. THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A company ID has 6 digits. The first digit is a letter (A through Z) or a number (0 through 9). The last five digits are binary identifiers. How many unique IDs are possible?

ANSWER: _1152_ (2^5 = 32 * 36)

6A.  Who followed Jiang (jee-ANG) Zemin (zeh-MEEN) as President of China after Jiang's stepping down on March 15?

ANSWER: _Hu_ Jintao (JEEN-tow)

6B.  In October 1983, 241 U.S. Marines were killed by a suicide truck driver while they were defending the government of what Mideast country?

ANSWER: _Lebanon_

7A. THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Point A is (1, 0, 5). Point B is (-3, 5, 1). What is the norm of the vector that corresponds to the line segment AB?

ANSWER: _SQUARE ROOT OF 57_

7B.   Name either of the two men who co-authored Principia Mathematica, the landmark work in symbolic logic.

ANSWER: Bertrand _Russell_ and Alfred North _Whitehead_

8A.  Charles Martel, or Charles the Hammer, defeated the Moslems at what battle in 732, ending Moslem expansion into Europe?

ANSWER: _Poitiers_ or _Tours_ 

8B.  What maze served as a prison, first for the Minotaur until Theseus killed it, and then for its designer Daedalus, until he and his son escaped by flying out with man-made wings?

ANSWER:  _labyrinth_

9A.  When a character in a play addresses the dead as though he or she were living, the character is using what literary device?

ANSWER:  _ apostrophe _

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A banker has 20 coins, all dimes and quarters. If dimes were worth what quarters are and quarters were worth what dimes are, the banker would have $1.20 more than he actually does. How many dimes does the banker have?

ANSWER: _14_

10A.  What ion is represented by the formula H3O?

ANSWER: _hydronium_ ion

10B.   The Edible Woman and The Circle Game are among the works of what twentieth century Canadian writer and editor, who is best known for writing “A Handmaid’s Tale”?

ANSWER: Margaret _Atwood_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  He was a leading French philosopher and teacher who had an affair with Heloise, one of his pupils. For 10 points, name him.

ANSWER: Peter _Abelard_

2.  In 1655, he was able to conquer the Swedish colony of New Sweden, but his autocratic rule meant that the people of his colony would not defend his rule when the English Duke of York arrived in 1664, ending Dutch rule in the New World. For 10 points, who was this last governor of New Netherlands, perhaps best known for his peg leg?

ANSWER: Peter _Stuyvesant_ (STY-veh-sant)

3.  When planted seeds are surrounded by the correct conditions, they open up and a baby plant emerges. For 10 points, what is this emerging called?

ANSWER: _germination_

4.  50 to 60 are manufactured each year, but only 3 have ever been refused.  Each one takes 12 people to make, and a total of 20 hours.  George Stanley sculpted the Cedric Gibbons design, and Frederic Hope, Gibbons' assistant, created the original Belgian black marble base.  For 10 points, what is this 13.5-inch, 8.5-pound statuette that depicts a knight holding a crusader's sword, standing on a reel of film with five spokes?

ANSWER: _THE OSCAR_ (Accept "Academy Award")

5. THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The ratio of x to y is 7 to 3.  For 10 points, what is y when x equals 1099?

ANSWER: _471_

6.  A hypothetical one is a conditional command based on a purpose or means to an end, such as, "If you wish to pass your test, study!"  By contrast, a categorical one is unconditional, and is binding to universal law.  For ten points, what name did Immanuel Kant give to an injunction to act, the categorical one being the basis for ethics and morality?

ANSWER:  _imperative_

7.  At a given latitude, 100 miles west of the mid-Atlantic rift, the magnetic alignment of iron crystals in the ocean floor rock is North. For 10 points, in what cardinal direction would the magnetic alignment of crystals be at that same latitude but 100 miles to east of the rift? 

ANSWER: _north_ 

8.  Also called a Ponzi scheme, for 10 points, what is a fraudulent scheme where initial high returns are generated by giving early investors the money to later investors? 

ANSWER: _pyramid_ scheme

9.  Abidjan (ah-bee-JAHN) and Yamassoukro (yah-mah-SOO-kroh) are the past and present capitals of, for 10 points, what African nation?

ANSWER: _Ivory Coast_ or _Cote d’Ivoire_ (coat dee-VWAHR)

10.  For 10 points, what animal has been left behind for sacrifice in "Ode on a Grecian Urn"?

ANSWER:  _a heifer_  (accept a cow or a calf)

11.  The word “chortle” is formed by merging the sounds and meanings of, for 10 points, what two different words?

ANSWER:  _chuckle_ and _snort_

12.  This tone poem ends with a Viennese waltz by the title character - ironic, because it was composed by a man with the same last name as the "Waltz King," Johann.  Containing eight parts, each with a Nietzsche (NEET-shuh) heading, for ten points, what 1896 Richard (REE-card) Strauss composition did Stanley Kubrick use for the "sunrise opening" of his film "2001:  A Space Odyssey?"

ANSWER:  _"Thus Spake Zarathustra"_ (or _"Also Sprach Zarathustra"_)  

13.  In 1854, it was granted independence by the British. After the Boer War, it was again taken over by the British, and was a founding province when the Union of South Africa was created in 1910. In 1994, after apartheid ended, the "Orange" was dropped from its name. For 10 points, what is this region of South Africa?

ANSWER: Orange _Free State_ 

14.  For 10 points, in Spanish, what is the third person singular and plural reflexive pronoun?

ANSWER: _se_ (say)

15.  The simplest expression of this law is volts equals amperes times the unit for which this law is named. For 10 points, what is this law concerning the relationship between voltage, current and resistance?

ANSWER: _Ohm's_ law

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, 1 + 3 + 5 + 31 equals 6 + 8 + 10 + what number?

ANSWER: _16_

2.  Captain Cathcart, General Dreedle, and Doc Danuka are all characters in Joseph Heller’s Catch 22. For 10 points, what is the name of the captain who is the main character?

ANSWER: Captain John _Yosarrian_

3.  Double Indemnity, Sunset Boulevard, The Apartment and Some Like It Hot are movies directed by, for 10 points, what great director?

ANSWER: Billy _Wilder_

4.  When this computer language was first developed in 1961, mathematical symbols were not used. So the statement A = B + C (A equals B plus C) was written ADD B TO A GIVING C. For 10 points, what is this venerable computer language that is still used extensively in business recordkeeping?

ANSWER: _COBOL_ 

5.  The greatest American defeat of the Revolutionary War occurred at this Southern city on May 12, 1780, when General Benjamin Lincoln surrendered with 5,000 soldiers. For 10 points, what was this city that also featured prominently in American history nearly 81 years later, when the Civil War began in its harbor?

ANSWER: _Charleston_ South Carolina

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

