Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #22


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  While an old man, he is killed while doing battle with a dragon. For 10 points, who is this hero that survived his victorious battles with the Grendel and its mother?

ANSWER: _Beowulf_

2.  For 10 points, what is the loss of water through leaves called in plants?

ANSWER: _transpiration_

3.  Francisco Solano Lopez ruled this country from 1862 to 1870, leading his country into the disastrous War of the Triple Alliance where a majority of this country's male population died. For 10 points, what was this country that Lopez led into war with Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay?

ANSWER: _Paraguay_

4.  For 10 points, what was the nickname of Arthur Radley, the character in the Harper Lee novel To Kill a Mockingbird?

ANSWER: _Boo_

5.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the sum of all integers x defined by the inequality the absolute value of x is less than 150.5 {|x| < 150.5} ?

ANSWER: _0_

6.  Someone wishing to take advantage of this law paid a filing claim of $10 to the government and a commission of $2 to the agent, and then had to move onto the property, build a house, make improvements and farm for five years. After that, a final payment of $6 gave the farmer a plot of 160 acres under, for 10 points, what law passed in 1862 by which 10% of the US's land area was claimed?

ANSWER: _Homestead Act_

7.  Most are free standing, but some are engaged, meaning that part of their circumference is embedded in a wall.  The earliest ones were made of tree trunks, but the Egyptians built stone ones to support the temples at Karnak, while the Romans added the simple Tuscan order as well as the Composite, which combined two of the Greek orders.  For ten points, what supporting temple structures also came in Doric and Ionic forms?

ANSWER:  _columns_

8.  For 10 points, in Macbeth, who was the Thane of Fife who joined Malcolm in his plans to unseat Macbeth?

ANSWER:  _ Macduff _  

9.  After winning Chickamauga and throwing the Federals from Georgia, Braxton Bragg started to besiege Chattanooga. He was convinced his position was untakeable and so detached Longstreet with 15,000 men to attack Knoxville. "Fighting Joe" Hooker and William Tecumseh Sherman tried to dislodge his position, but only a spontaneous charge by the Federal soldiers against Confederate positions carried the day. For 10 points, what was this November 1863 battle named for a ridge that was NOT at Gettysburg?

ANSWER: _Missionary Ridge_

10.  All living things have an internal biological clock. For 10 points, what name is given to behaviors that occur every 24 hours?

ANSWER: _circadian_ rhythms

11.  It is the point where an atom's vibrational energy is reduced to nothing. In theory, it is impossible to reach it, but we have reached within millionths of a degree. For 10 points, what is this lowest possible temperature? 

ANSWER: _absolute zero_ or _zero Kelvin_ (accept -273 degrees Celsius or -459 degrees Fahrenheit)

12.   Almost everyone eats sandwiches, which are named after John Montagu, the 4th Earl of Sandwich. For 10 points, what is the term for a word such as sandwich that is thought to be named after a person?

ANSWER:  _eponym_

13.  In the sentence “I ran down the field”, for 10 points, in what mood is the verb ran?

ANSWER: _indicative_

14.  He is the first pitcher since Cy Young to win 15 or more games for 14 years in a row.  He started with the Cubs, where he struggled before winning his first Cy Young Award.  Since then, he has been an anchor for the Atlanta Braves staff, garnering perennial consideration for the award while leading the Braves to a string of division titles.  For 10 points, what Braves pitcher is considered to be the most likely next entrant into the 300-win club?

ANSWER: Greg _Maddux_  

15.  He won the 1970 Presidential election with only about a third of the vote under the Popular Unity banner. Despite numerous strikes, many of which were secretly funded by the CIA, his party gained ground in the 1973 Congressional elections. However, the armed forces overthrew him in a September 1973 coup that instituted 17 years of military dictatorship. For 10 points, who was this Communist that ruled Chile for three years?

ANSWER: Salvador _Allende_ Gossens

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What name was shared by the first two Emperors of Brazil?

ANSWER: _Pedro_

1B.  What hurricane struck near Halifax, Nova Scotia, in late September, but was not quite as deadly and damaging as Hurricane Isabel, which occurred about two weeks earlier?

ANSWER: _Juan_

2A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the value of [! is pronounced "factorial"] 1! + 2! + 3! + 4! + 5!?

ANSWER: _153_

2B.  What British playwright wrote the play Volpone?

ANSWER: Ben _Jonson_

3A.  What unit of distance is equal to the average distance between the Earth and the Sun?

ANSWER: _astronomical unit_ or _A.U._ (prompt on 93 million miles or 148 million kilometers)

3B.   Name either of the two men credited with discovering insulin.

ANSWER:  Frederick Grant _Banting_ and Charles Herbert _Best_

4A.  What alliterative title is shared by a Benjamin Britten opera and a Herman Melville novella?

ANSWER: _Billy Budd_

4B.  What two-word phrase was coined by John O'Sullivan to describe America's eventual fate of being  "the great nation of futurity", and thus to spread its borders from the Atlantic to the Pacific?

ANSWER: _manifest destiny_

5A.  What major division of Jews settled in German lands since the sixth century CE and follow Palestinian Jewish tradition, in contrast to the Sephardic Jews that settled in Spain and Portugal?

ANSWER:  _Ashkenazim_ (or _Ashkenazi_ Jews)

5B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the slope-intercept form of the equation of the line with slope 1/2 that passes through the point (5, 1)?

ANSWER: _Y = 1/2 X - 3/2_ (one-half x minus three-halves)

6A.  What Maxis urban engineering game was originally released in 1987?

ANSWER: _Sim City_ (accept Sim City Classic or Sim City 1)

6B.  What name is shared by a city of 146,866 in Kansas and a city of 441,545 in Missouri?

ANSWER: _Kansas City_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The definition of the dot product allows for the equation norm A times norm B times the cosine of phi [pronounced either FEE or FIE] equals "a sub one" times "b sub one" plus "a sub two" times "b sub two" {|A||B|cos(phi) = a1b1 + a2b2}. Given this equation, what is the angle between the vectors [3 4] and [6 8]?

ANSWER: _0_

7B. What word that comes directly from the Latin for “from the window” means to throw someone from a window?

ANSWER: _defenestrate_

8A.   He served as an editor of New York’s Evening Post but is better known for his poems “To a Waterfowl” and “Thanatopsis.” Name him.

ANSWER:  William Cullen _Bryant_

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. E is an infinite series. Each term is 20% of the previous term. If the first term is 18, what is the sum of the series, expressed as a decimal?

ANSWER: _22.5_ (45/2, 90/4 not acceptable)

9A.  The DAX 100 is the main stock market index in what country?

ANSWER: _Germany_

9B.  A July 17, 1717 barge ride on the Thames (TEMS) River by King George I was the setting for what orchestral suite by George Frideric Handel?

ANSWER:  _"Water Music"_

10A.  What natural force is responsible for any type of erosion associated with mass wasting?

ANSWER: _gravity_

10B.  A sunscreen with an SPF of 50 means that 50 minutes in the sun with protection is equivalent to how many minutes without protection?

ANSWER: _one_ minute

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Roger Bacon, Duns Scotus, and Father Junipero Serra all belonged to this order.  Founded as the Order of Friars Minor, they adhered to strict poverty at first, but university study led some of them to modify that stance, causing a break between the Conventuals and the Spirituals.  Called the Grey Friars in England, this is, for ten points, what Catholic religious order founded by a saint from Assisi?

ANSWER:  _Franciscans_

2.  Most plants of the world are flowering plants that contain male and/or female reproductive parts. For 10 points, what is the male part of a flower called?

ANSWER: _stamen_

3.  On May 2, a federal court struck down parts of this law that restricted political groups spending money on voter registration drives and similar non-direct political activities. It has not harmed President Bush or the Democrats running for President in raising money, nor did it stop the California gubernatorial candidates from raising money. For 10 points, what is this landmark campaign finance law?

ANSWER: _McCain-Feingold_ 

4.  Over 12,000 Americans and 100,000 Japanese died during this battle, which lasted from April 1, 1945, to June 21, 1945, possibly prompting Truman to decide to launch the atomic bomb. The Japanese defended this island fiercely since it provided a convenient springboard for the planned American invasion of Japan. For 10 points, what was this battle, the last major American battle of World War II, the first battle fought on soil considered part of Japan proper?

ANSWER: _Okinawa_

5.  Romansch (roh-MANSH) is the fourth-most commonly spoken language in, for 10 points, what country where French, German and Italian are also spoken?

ANSWER: _Switzerland_

6.  Techniques used to build these include packet filtering, application gateways, circuit-level gateways and proxy servers. For 10 points, what is the name given to software or a server designed to prevent unauthorized access to or from a network? 

ANSWER: _firewall_s

7.  In 1844, he accidentally set fire to the woods and burned nearly 300 acres near Concord, Massachusetts. For 10 points, name this author of A Plea for John Brown and Walden.

ANSWER: Henry David _Thoreau_

8.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the Cartesian point (2,2) in expressed in polar form?

ANSWER: _(2 sqrt[2], PI/4)_ (two times the square root of two, pi over 4) (accept equivalents such as sqrt[8] to 2 sqrt[2] and 45 degrees to PI/4)

9.  Harold V, Olaf V and Haakon VII have been the 20th century kings of, for 10 points, what country?

ANSWER: _Norway_

10.  For 10 points, radio station KNDN-AM in the Four Corners area of the southwest broadcasts news and music in what language, spoken by an estimated 178,000 people in the United States according to the 2000 US Census?

ANSWER: _Navajo_

11.  For 10 points, which element in Period 3 has the greatest tendency to gain electrons?

ANSWER: _sodium_ or _Na_

12.  This company has recently come under fire for dismissing Anastasia Volochkova for being too heavy - she weighs a whopping 110 pounds.  Headed by Yuri Grigorovich from 1964 until 1995, it was founded in the nineteenth century at a theater whose name is Russian for "big."  For ten points, name this ballet company headquartered in Moscow.

ANSWER:  _Bolshoi_ Ballet (accept "_Bolshoi Theater"_)

13.  For 10 points, in what country is Angel Falls, the tallest waterfall in the world, located?

ANSWER: _Venezuela_

14.  For 10 points, who wrote the book Charlotte’s Web?

ANSWER: E.B. _White_

15.  For 10 points, who proposed the Law of Definite Proportions?

ANSWER: Joseph _Proust_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the midpoint of the points (-7, 4) and (3, -2)?

ANSWER: _(-2, 1)_

2.  An environmental group brings a timber company to court, claiming they are destroying priceless old-growth forest. The judge hearing the case orders the timber company to stop cutting trees in a certain area until the trial is resolved. For 10 points, what legal term describes this order? 

ANSWER: preliminary _injunction_ or _interlocutory decrees_

3.  Judges Lee West and Edward Nottingham both issued stays in the September implementation of, for 10 points, what popular FTC list that had millions of members?

ANSWER: _Do-not-call_ list (accept equivalents that state telemarketers cannot call members of the list)

4.  For 10 points, name the man who performed the marriage ceremony for Romeo and Juliet.

ANSWER:  _ Friar Lawrence _ (prompt on just friar)

5.  Natural radioactivity can be used to date some rocks and fossils. For ten points, give the isotope of Carbon that can be used to date organic matter that is less than 50 thousand years old. 

ANSWER: carbon _14_ 

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

