Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #30


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, name the genetic syndrome described here: short stature, an eyelid fold, stubby fingers, a large, fissured tongue and retardation.

ANSWER: _Down_ syndrome or _trisomy 21_

2.  For 10 points, what is the special impersonal form of the Spanish verb haber (ah-BAIR) that means, "there is" or "there are"?

ANSWER: _hay_ (pronounced "I")

3.  A game between the Detroit Red Wings and the Colorado Avalanche in 2000 was the first completed game in 20 years without, for 10 points, what common hockey event?

ANSWER: a _penalty_

4.  This city is the only major city in the US to have elected three socialist mayors. French explorers began visiting the area during the 16th century. Its name comes from, depending on your source, a Potawatomi (PAW-tah-wah-TOE-mee) word meaning "council grounds" or an Algonquin term meaning "the good land". For 10 points, what is this city about which Alice Cooper taught us these facts in Wayne's World, a city better known as being the largest city in Wisconsin?

ANSWER: _Milwaukee_

5.   In the sentence "The mayor, who had years of experience, was easily re-elected," the word who is used as what type of pronoun?

ANSWER:  _relative_ (do not accept interrogative)

6.  Most of the churches in this branch are self-governing, but the Church of Japan must nominally report to Moscow and those of Finland and Crete must report to Constantinople.  Led by bishops and metropolitans, the patriarch of Istanbul is considered the "first among equals."  With a worldwide membership of over 200 million, for ten points, what major Christian branch is predominant in Russia, the Near East, and eastern Europe?

ANSWER:  _Orthodox_ Church

7.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, what are the two most common elements in the Earth's crust?

ANSWER: _silicon_ and _oxygen_

8.  In October, his Vice-Presidential candidate, Curtis LeMay, spent most of a campaign speech stressing the utility of nuclear war. His confrontations with hecklers rubbed people the wrong way, and labor unions campaigned to return Democratic voters to the party and its nominee, Hubert Humphrey. For 10 points, who was this third-party candidate in the 1968 Presidential election?

ANSWER: George C. _Wallace_

9.  For 10 points, name the French writer who created the long fictional confessional entitled Remembrance of Things Past.

ANSWER:  Marcel _Proust_ (proost)

10.  They generally include procedures for holding board of directors meetings and how the board is elected. For 10 points, what term describes the rules that govern the internal affairs of a corporation?

ANSWER: _by-laws_

11.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The sine of theta is -4/5, and the cosine of theta is 3/5.  For 10 points, what is the value of the tangent of theta?

ANSWER: _-4/3_

12.  For 10 points, what is the name of the cape that lies between Pamlico Sound and the Atlantic Ocean?

ANSWER: Cape _Hatteras_

13.  When temperature increases, the volume of a gas increases. When temperature decreases, the volume of a gas decreases. For 10 points, this is what law that is named for a French chemist?

ANSWER: _Charles'_ Law

14.  This country just settled a border dispute with Nigeria. For 10 points, what is this African country whose capital is Yaounde (ya-OON-day)? 

ANSWER: _Cameroon_ 

15.  A pediatrician by profession, he was also a poet, novelist, and short story writer. This writer's works include the prose work In the American Grain and the short story collection The Farmers' Daughters. For 10 points, who is this poet whose best-known work is the eight-line, sixteen-word poem, The Red Wheelbarrow?

ANSWER: William Carlos _Williams_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What 1941 Act of Congress enabled Franklin Roosevelt to send weapons to "any country whose defense the President deems vital to the defense of the United States"?

ANSWER: _Lend-Lease_ Act

1B.  What legal term describes, as defined by state law, the nearest relatives of a deceased person?

ANSWER: _next of kin_

2A.  What is the molar mass of hydrogen peroxide?

ANSWER: _34_ grams

2B.  Born in the American colonies, what painter made his fame after moving to London, with works such as _Penn's Treaty with the Indians_ and _The Death of General Wolfe_?

ANSWER:  Benjamin _West_

3A.  How many syllables are in a haiku?

ANSWER: _17_

3B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the ceiling of the arithmetic mean of 2, 17, 19, and 24?

ANSWER: _16_

4A.  In late October, Iain (ee-un) Duncan Smith was voted out of the leadership of what British organization?

ANSWER: the _Conservative Party_ or the _Tories_

4B.  What is the eight-letter term for indulging to excess, especially in eating?

ANSWER: _gluttony_

5A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. a, b, and x are positive numbers and neither a nor b is 1.  log base b of x equals log base a of x over log base a of b.  What is this equation, which is useful for computing logarithms on a calculator?

ANSWER: _change of base_ formula

5B.  Name the icy precipitation associated with thunderstorms.

ANSWER: _hail_

6A.  Nerve cells are long and skinny with two extensions leading to and from the cell body. One of the extensions is called the axon, what is the other extension called?

ANSWER: _dendrite_

6B.  Pope Gregory IX first established what medieval court for finding and prosecuting heretics, led in Spain by Tomas de Torquemada?

ANSWER:  _Inquisition_

7A.  Who wrote the Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas?

ANSWER: Gertrude _Stein_

7B.  In which novel of Russian-born American author Ayn Rand does her protagonist John Galt say he will stop the motor of the world? 

ANSWER: _Atlas Shrugged_

8A.  In 2001 "West Wing" President Bartlett was stricken with what degenerative disease?

ANSWER: _MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS_ (accept MS)

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The universe is the positive integers.  Set A is all odd numbers in the universe.  Set B is the first 14 numbers in the universe.  What is the intersection of A and B?

ANSWER: _{1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13}_

9A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A tangent line touches a curve at exactly one point. What is a line that touches a curve at exactly two points?

ANSWER: _SECANT_ line

9B.  What 1314 battle guaranteed Scotland its independence for the next 300 years?

ANSWER: _Bannockburn_

10A.  At what battle did the Spartan king Leonidas die along with his 300 soldiers in defending a narrow mountain pass?

ANSWER: _Thermopylae_ (ther-MOP-uh-lee)

10B.  Unlike accuracy, which refers to the "rightness" or "wrongness" of an observed answer, what term in chemistry refers to an answer obtained repeatedly after several observations?

ANSWER: _precision_ or _precise_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  This ancient kingdom's capital was Marib, in modern-day Yemen. It was located astride several trade routes, and prospered for nearly a thousand years, until the Romans figured out that it was possible to reach southern Arabia by crossing the Red Sea. This kingdom's power declined and hill tribes began to rule the region. For 10 points, what was this kingdom whose Queen, Makeda, had a famous meeting with Solomon?

ANSWER: _Sheba_

2.  A joey is a young kangaroo and a gosling is a young goose. For 10 points, what is the term for a young swan?

ANSWER:  _cygnet_

3.  In one story, he causes the death of Palamedes by manufacturing evidence that Palamedes had turned traitor against the Greeks and supported the Trojans.  In another account, his son by Circe, Telegonus, kills him after finding him in Ithaca.  For ten points, what king suggested the idea of the Trojan Horse in the _Iliad_ but spent ten years trying to get home to his loyal wife Penelope in another Homeric epic?

ANSWER:  _Odysseus_ (or _Ulysses_)

4.  For 10 points, within 5, what is the ASCII (as-KEY) code for a capital letter "A"?

ANSWER: _65_ (so accept 60-70)

5.  When one's own kidneys fail, a machine can be used to take the kidneys place. For 10 points, by what name do we know the machine and treatment?

ANSWER: _dialysis_ machine or _dialysis_ treatment

6.  This fantasy novel is set in late nineteenth century London and features an extremely handsome young man and his older friend who is a portrait artist. For 10 points, what is this novel by Oscar Wilde?

ANSWER:  _The Picture of Dorian Gray_

7.  Sir John Herschel first named this genre in 1839, when the process was first made public.  William Henry Fox Talbot, Hippolyte Bayard, Joseph Niepce (nee-EPS), and Louis Daguerre (dah-GAIR) all made pioneering achievements in it, while Walker Evans and Margaret Bourke-White were famous twentieth century practitioners.  For ten points, what is this art form that involves using a camera to take pictures?

ANSWER:  _photography_ 

8.  Among them were a guarantee of Belgian independence, the return of lost territory to Russia, the return of Alsace-Lorraine to France and the independence of Poland. Freedom of the seas should be guaranteed and barriers to international trade should be reduced. These were among the principles established in, for 10 points, what goals Woodrow Wilson had in World War I?

ANSWER: _Fourteen Points_

9.  Technically, they are any refracting device than can rearrange the distribution of any light wave, visible or invisible. Some, for example, redirect X-rays or microwaves. Usually, they focus light waves to a point near it. For 10 points, what are these objects that are usually clear and are used in the glasses many of you are wearing?

ANSWER: _lens_es

10.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the simplified form of the expression 3 plus twice the binomial 6k minus 7 minus the binomial 5k minus 1, if the scalar 2 is applied only to the first binomial, not the difference between binomials {3 + 2(6k - 7) - (5k - 1)}?

ANSWER: _7K - 10_

11.  For 10 points, what biologist won the 1953 Nobel Prize for his discovery of the series of reactions in cellular respiration known as the citric acid cycle?

ANSWER: Hans Adolf _Krebs_

12.  This literary character asks, "Whence, I often asked myself, did the principle of life proceed?" He investigated the processes of death and decay and soon became obsessed with the idea of creating life itself. For 10 points, who is this scientist whose experiments resulted in the creation of an angry, frustrated and lonely monster?

ANSWER: Victor _Frankenstein_

13.  The War of the Austrian Succession was fought to prevent, for 10 points, what woman from assuming the title of Empress of Austria?

ANSWER: _Maria Theresa_

14.  Raised in Texarkana, he traveled the Midwest as a piano player, and composed the song "Please Say You Will" in 1895.  In 1972, his opera "Treemonisha" was revived successfully, and he earned a posthumous Pulitzer Prize.  For ten points, identify this son of slaves who became "King of Ragtime" with his "Maple Leaf  Rag."

ANSWER:  Scott _Joplin_

15.  This European nation and the US are the world's most competitive economies, according to a UN report released in October. For 10 points, what is this nation, best known to Americans as the home of cell phone giant Nokia?

ANSWER: _Finland_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the greatest common divisor of 54 and 24?

ANSWER: _6_

2.  Like their cousins, the adenoids, their purpose is unclear, although it is believed they help the immune system in the first year of life. For 10 points, what are these two lymphatic organs located in the back of the throat?

ANSWER: _tonsils_

3.  For 10 points, in what year was a proclamation made that forbade American colonization west of the Appalachians?

ANSWER: _1763_

4.  In one of his poems he asks, "What happens to a dream deferred?" For 10 points, who is this poet, a member of the Harlem Renaissance?

ANSWER: Langston _Hughes_

5.  Their marching band has a senior sousaphone player known as the "I-Dotter". They have the second most Heisman Trophy winners, behind only Notre Dame, and the only player to win two Heismans, Archie Griffin. Other winners include Les Horvath, Vic Janowicz, Howard Cassady and most recently Eddie George. They play their home games in "The Horseshoe". For 10 points, what school's football program won the National Championship in January 2003?

ANSWER: The _OHIO STATE_ University
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