Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #32


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  He created the Hippocrene fountain with a kick from his foot.  He became a constellation when he ascended the cosmos alone after being stung by Zeus's gadfly, throwing off his rider.  Born from the blood of Medusa, for ten points, what animal did Bellerophon tame with the help of Athena's golden bridle, thus giving him control of the winged horse?

ANSWER:  _Pegasus_

2.  These cells are better known as erythrocytes (eh-REE-throh-CITES) and in mammals, do not contain nuclei, and are destroyed in the liver and the spleen. For 10 points, what are these blood cells?

ANSWER: _red blood_ cells

3.   When writing, you should use three periods separated by spaces to denote an omission in quoted matter. By what name do we know these three spaced periods?

ANSWER:  _ellipsis_

4.  This saint's feast day is May 30. This person was beatified in 1909 and canonized in 1920, despite being convicted of witchcraft and heresy in a church court in 1431. In 1456, Charles VII, King of France, held another church trial in which her earlier convictions were overturned. For 10 points, who is this woman that allowed Charles VII to become King of France in the first place, by liberating the Loire (LWAHR) valley and lifting the siege of Orleans (or-LAY-awn)?

ANSWER: _Joan of Arc_

5.  Stepan Oblonsky's wife discovered that her husband was having an affair. Stepan wrote his sister, asking her to come to Moscow and convince his wife not to leave him. For 10 points, name the sister and you will name this Leo Tolstoy novel.

ANSWER: _Anna Karenina_ (kuh-RIN-in-uh)

6.  It is the only book of the Old Testament not found among the Dead Sea Scrolls.  In it, Mordecai finds out about a plot against the Persian king, but he refuses to pay tribute to the king's minister, Haman, and Haman convinces the king to massacre all the Jews.  Hadassah, the Jewish queen, intervenes and saves the Jews in, for ten points, what book given the Persian name of the Jewish queen that is the basis for the holiday Purim?

ANSWER:  Book of _Esther_ 

7.  He acted and wrote the screenplay for 1965's "What's New, Pussycat?" and four years later directed the film "Take the Money and Run," where he also starred as a bank robber.  Born with the last name Konigsberg, he adopted his stage name at age 16 when he wrote gags in the early days of TV.  For ten points, name this director of "Sleeper," "Bananas," "Manhattan," and the Oscar-winning 1977 film "Annie Hall."

ANSWER:  Woody _Allen_

8.  For 10 points, what was the birth name of the 19th-century American novelist and short story writer who took his pen name from a navigational term used on Mississippi riverboats?

ANSWER: _Samuel (Langhorne) Clemens_ (the pen name was, of course, Mark Twain)

9.  For 10 points, who was the first black person to win the Nobel Peace Prize, doing so in 1950 for his work on the Arab-Israeli conflict?

ANSWER: Ralph _Bunche_

10.  Think about the Arrhenius theory of acids and bases. For 10 points, when a base dissolves in water, what ion is produced?

ANSWER: _OH_ ion or _hydroxyl_ ion or _hydroxide_ ion (it is a negative ion)

11.  This term applies to a pair of disks set up so that both disks contain the same data, and so if one disk fails, the data is still available. For 10 points, what is this term that also applies to an external web or FTP site that contains a duplicate of the data found on the original site?

ANSWER: _mirror_

12.  For 10 points, what Spanish city in Florida was the first permanent European settlement in the united States?

ANSWER: _St. Augustine_

13.  His autobiography, which includes such lines as "if you come to a fork in the road, take it" and "A nickel ain't worth a dime no more", is titled "I Really Didn't Say Everything I Said". For 10 points, what Yankee catcher, whose given name is Lawrence Peter, has recently appeared in Visa and AFLAC commercials, and lends his name to an inhabitant of Jellystone National Park?

ANSWER: Yogi _Berra_

14.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A equals e to the fifth power.  B equals the square root of e.  C equals A over B.  For 10 points, what is the natural log of C?

ANSWER: _4.5_ (accept 9/2 or other equivalents)

15.  The ode known as "To Aphrodite" is said to the only surviving work of, for 10 points, what Greek lyric poetess?

ANSWER:  _Sappho_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What rapper's stomach tattoo reads "Kim: Rot in Pieces"?

ANSWER: _EMINEM_

1B.  Which Greek philosopher invented a method of teaching by asking questions, and is primarily known today through the writings of his student Plato?

ANSWER:  _Socrates_

2A.  What is the general name for a poem, usually in quatrains, that tells a story and is often set to music?

ANSWER: _ballad_

2B.  What is the halogen with atomic number 9?

ANSWER: _fluorine_ 

3A.  What is the name given to the calm center of a hurricane?

ANSWER: _eye_

3B.  What Apache chief's final surrender in 1886 marked the end of major Native American resistance in the United States?

ANSWER: _Geronimo_

4A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is 11 choose 5?

ANSWER: _462_

4B.  Name the 1511 Shakespearean comedy that concerns the King of Bohemia and the King of Sicily, and their son a daughter, Florizel and Perdita, who fall in love despite parental feuding.

ANSWER: _The Winter's Tale_

5A.  What is the southernmost of the Japanese islands, containing the city of Nagasaki?

ANSWER: _Kyushu_ (KYEW-shoo)

5B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the imaginary standard form of the expression 2 times the sum of the cosine of 300 degrees and i times the sine of 300 degrees { 2(cos 300 + i sin 300) }?

ANSWER: _1 - i times sqrt(3)_

6A.  Although Stephen Crane doesn't mention actual dates or places, the strategic errors, military mistakes, and general confusion that were documented by veterans who participated indicate that his novel, The Red Badge of Courage, was based on which 1863 battle fought in Virginia?

ANSWER:  _Chancellorsville_

6B.  Identify the ballet position in which a dancer stands on one leg, straight or bent, while the other leg is extended to the back at a right angle to the body.

ANSWER:  _arabesque_

7A.  What Edict, enacted by Henry of Navarre and revoked by Louis XIV, provided for religious toleration in France?

ANSWER: Edict of _Nantes_

7B.  An economist would be concerned with Gross National Product and Balance of Trade. Which occupation would be concerned with alluvial fans and terminal moraines?

ANSWER: _geologist_ (accept geology)

8A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A folder contains enough copies for each member of a 12-person committee to take 3.  If all present members took 3, and there are 9 copies left, what percentage of the committee is present?

ANSWER: _75%_

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the value of the expression sine-squared of 225 degrees minus cosine-squared of 270 degrees, expressed as a single fraction?

ANSWER: _1/2_ (one-half)

9A.  What country's markets were rocked in October with the arrest and jailing of the head of Yukos (YOO-kohs), one of its largest oil corporations?

ANSWER: _Russia_ 

9B.  Who invented the cotton gin?

ANSWER: Eli _Whitney_

10A.  How many letters are required to designate the genotype of a dihybrid individual?

ANSWER: _four_

10B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Report the answer for the indicated operation to the correct number of significant figures: 72.149 + 291.23 + 2392.5

ANSWER: _2755.9_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  If you are going to the top of the Empire State Building, or any other tall building for that matter, you are indebted to, for 10 points, what man who invented the first passenger elevator in 1857?

ANSWER: Elisha _Otis_

2.  This book is credited with beginning the modern women's movement. For 10 points, what is this work by Betty Friedan (fre-DAN)?

ANSWER: _The Feminine Mystique_ (mis-teek)

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. 2 by 2 matrix A contains the elements 2, 3, 5, 6 read in standard order, which is top-left, top-right, bottom-left, bottom-right.  2 by 2 matrix B contains elements 1, 3, 4, 1 read in standard order.  For 10 points, what is A plus B, expressed as an element list in standard order?

ANSWER: _3, 6, 9, 7_

4.  For 10 points, what is the capital of Wales?

ANSWER: _Cardiff_

5.  Completed in 1787 and scored for string quartet and a double bass, its composer wrote it at the same time as the second act of "Don Giovanni."  Officially known as Serenade in G, Number 13, for ten points, what famous Mozart piece is known in German as "Eine Kleine Nachtmusik?"

ANSWER:  _"A Little Night Music_" (accept "Eine Kleine Nachtmusik" until mentioned; prompt on "Serenade Number 13" until mentioned) 

6.  For 10 points, into what two "tubes" does the trachea branch into? 

ANSWER: _bronchial_ tubes

7.  Inspired by a newspaper account, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote a ballad based on the wreck at sea of, for 10 points, what ship?

ANSWER: The _Hesperus_ (accept The Wreck of the Hesperus)

8.  In the late 80's he wrote for the hit series "L.A. Law" while ascending from co-producer to supervising producer to executive producer.  In 1992 he launched the 4-year run of "Picket Fences". For 10 points, who is this writer, producer, and creator, better known for his series "Chicago Hope", "Ally McBeal", "Boston Public", and "The Practice"?

ANSWER: David E. _Kelley_

9.  For 10 points, what term describes a deep state of relaxation where individuals are extremely susceptible to suggestion?

ANSWER: _hypnosis_

10.  Adhesion is an attractive force between two unlike molecules. For 10 points, what word describes a force that is an attractive force between two like molecules?

ANSWER: _cohesion_

11.  For 10 points, what state is represented in the Senate by Thomas Carper and Joseph Biden?

ANSWER: _Delaware_

12.  These climatic phenomena require abundant snow, year round cold temperatures and always form at either high elevations or high latitudes. There are four types: valley or mountain, piedmont, ice caps and continental. The continental variety is only found in Antarctica and Greenland. For 10 points, what are these geological features also found in the Alps?

ANSWER: _glacier_s

13.  For 10 points, name any year in the Ming dynasty.

ANSWER: _1368-1644_

14.  In psychology, for 10 points, what is the hypothesis that states there is no difference between two or more sets of data?

ANSWER: _null_

15.  If you are comiendo (koh-mee-EN-doh) una (OO-nah) manzana (mahn-SAH-nah) in Spanish, for 10 points, what are you doing in English?

ANSWER: _eating an apple_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  This country's Prince Regent Paul tried to stay neutral, but was eventually forced to sign a pact with the Nazis in late April 1941. He was then overthrown in a bloodless coup, and the 17-year-old King Peter II took power, but was only able to defend his country for three weeks before the German onslaught. For 10 points, what was this country which thusly defended itself against Germany?

ANSWER: _Yugoslavia_ (do not accept Serbia & Montenegro)

2.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. These two Senators sponsored a bill that would have imposed many of the restrictions required by the Kyoto Protocol. For 10 points, who are these Senators, a Republican from Arizona and a Democrat from Connecticut?

ANSWER: John _McCain_ and Joe _Lieberman_

3.  This five-letter word comes from Persian. For 10 points, what is this word that refers to a light olive brown to a moderate or light yellowish brown, especially in reference to the color of or fabric of a military uniform?

ANSWER: _khaki_

4.  For 10 points, what natural process is being described here: All living things are related because they descended from a common ancestor.

ANSWER: _evolution_

5.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Two standard dice are tossed.  For 10 points, what is the probability that at least one of the two dice shows a 3?

ANSWER: _11/36_  (accept 11 out of 36) 

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

