Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #33


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  It was completed in 1825. Towns such as Syracuse, Buffalo and Rochester then proceeded to grow along with New York City as freight costs decreased tremendously. For 10 points, what was this waterway that connected the Great Lakes and the Hudson River?

ANSWER: _Erie Canal_

2.  His teacher Leonart Bramer was present at his 1653 marriage, and his first dated painting was _The Procuress_.  Of his 36 known paintings, 35 depict people in interiors, such as _The Art of Painting_, _The Milkmaid_, and _Woman Reading a Letter_.  For ten points, who was this Dutch painter of the _View of Delft_?

ANSWER:  Jan _Vermeer_ 

3.  President Omar Bashir is likely to sign a peace deal with Christian rebels in the south, possibly ending 20 years of civil war. Bashir is the president of, for 10 points, what country whose capital is Khartoum?

ANSWER: _Sudan_

4.  Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech in 1995, The Midwife's Apprentice by Karen Cushman in 1996; The View from Saturday by E.L. Konigsburg in 1997; Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse in 1998; Holes by Louis Sacher (sacker) in 1999: and Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis in 2000. For 10 points, these authors won what annual award, given by the ALA to the author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children?

ANSWER: _Newbery_ Medal

5.  In the 1860s, this surgeon's belief that bacteria must not gain entry to an operation wound became prevalent. For 10 points, who is this founder of antiseptic medicine, for whom a mouthwash is named today? 

ANSWER: Joseph _Lister_

6.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The sides of a right triangle are 20 and 21.  For 10 points, what integer is the hypotenuse?

ANSWER: _29_

7.  Some Hindu priests do this on the eleventh day after the new moon, while worshippers of Shiva do it every Monday in November.  Muslims do it for six days during the month of Shawwal, while Jews follow the practice on the ninth day of Av.  Ramadan, Yom Kippur, and Lent are also times when, for ten points, what practice of abstaining from food is followed?

ANSWER:  _fast_ing  

8.  The internal energy of a system that cannot be converted to mechanical work is, for 10 points, what term that also describes the disorder of a system?

ANSWER: _entropy_

9.  This word in drama refers to the grouping and movement of characters on stage in a play. For 10 points, what is this word that in football, refers to an act of bodily obstruction performed most often by offensive linemen?

ANSWER: _blocking_ (accept block)

10.  The migration of the Doric people from the north is no longer held as a cause for this civilization's fall, but the invasions of the Sea People that invaded the Hittite and Egyptian empires may be the cause. For 10 points, what was this civilization that took control of much of Greece after the fall of the Minoan city of Knossos (kuh-NAW-sohs) on Crete around 1375 BC?

ANSWER: _Mycenaean_ (MY-see-nee-un)

11.  He served as an officer in the artillery and medical corps during World War I, and afterward he conducted the Bach Choir and Handel Society.  Creator of the operas "Riders to the Sea" and "Pilgrim's Progress," he learned orchestration from the younger Maurice Ravel, which inspired him to dig into his country's folk roots upon his return to London.  For ten points, name this composer of "Fantasia on a Theme by Thomas Tallis."

ANSWER:  Ralph (RAFE) _Vaughan Williams_

12.  SIX ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, using elle (EL) and elles (EL) for the third person pronouns, completely conjugate the French verb aller (ah-LAY) in the present indicative tense. 

ANSWER: _je vais_ (zhih vay), _tu vas_ (too vah), _elle va_ (el vah), _nous allons_ (NOO-zah-lon), _vous allez_ (VOO-zah-lay), _elles vont_ (el voan)

13.  This political term describes a group that got its name from the location where they sit. For 10 points, what is this term that describes members of the British House of Commons who are not part of the Cabinet or the shadow Cabinet, or members of the US Congress who are not part of their party's leadership? 

ANSWER: _backbencher_s

14.  Some branches of this family ruled Parma and the Two Sicilies. One branch currently rules in Spain. For 10 points, what was this dynasty that ruled France on and off between 1589 and 1848?

ANSWER: _Bourbon_

15.  20 milliliters of 4.0 Molar NaOH is exactly neutralized by 20 milliliters of HCL. For 10 points, what is the molarity of the HCL?

ANSWER: _4.0_ molar

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. A total of $50,000 is split between 2 accounts.  One pays 3% simple annual interest.  The other pays 5% simple annual interest.  If the interest earned for the year totals $2100, how much was invested in the higher-interest account?

ANSWER: _$30,000_

1B.  What is the name of the user that has complete administrative privileges on a UNIX or LINUX server?

ANSWER: _root_ (prompt on superuser)

2A.  Napster caused Sony exec Howard Stringer to wish for a virus that would punish music pirates with 4 hours of what European easy-listening folk musician who played at the Acropolis?

ANSWER: _YANNI_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What number, when divided by 7 yields a quotient of 17 and a remainder of 4?

ANSWER: _123_

3A.  What is the term used to depict a research biologist whose specialty is a study of fish?

ANSWER: _ichthyologist_ (ick-thee-ol-o-jist) 

3B.  In what city is West Virginia University located?

ANSWER: _Morgantown_

4A.  Whittaker Chambers testified against what alleged Communist spy whose guilt has been proven by recently unearthed Soviet documents?

ANSWER: Alger _Hiss_

4B.  Some rather sweeping generalizations have been made with pithy comments. What three-word comment did William Tecumseh Sherman reportedly have to say about war in an 1880 speech?

ANSWER: _War is hell_

5A.  There are two proteins in muscle fibers that are essential for muscle movement. One is myosin, what is the other protein?

ANSWER: _actin_

5B.  In October's bombing of the al-Rashid Hotel, what prominent neoconservative and U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary escaped injury?

ANSWER: Paul _Wolfowitz_

6A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. The set of data is {71, 14, 37, 59, 111, 13, 4, 91, 51}.  What is the median of the data?

ANSWER: _51_

6B.  What American civilization featured the fertility god Tlaloc (t-LOLL-ahk) and the twin brother deities Xolotl (shuh-LAH-tul) and Quetzalcoatl?

ANSWER:  _Aztec_  

7A.  What man was Andrew Jackson's first Vice-President?

ANSWER: John C. _Calhoun_

7B.  In what year did King John sign the Magna Carta?

ANSWER: _1215_

8A.  Which of Beethoven's symphonies features a setting of Schiller's poem "Ode to Joy," and is also known as the Choral Symphony, his last?

ANSWER:  _Ninth_ Symphony (accept _Choral_ Symphony until mentioned)

8B.  What term describes the maximum displacement of the particles of a wave's medium from their equilibrium, and is the "A" in AM radio?

ANSWER: _amplitude_ 

9A.  Two people with wavy hair marry and have 4 children. One has straight hair; two have wavy hair; one has curly hair. This is not a case of simple dominance. What kind of dominance is shown here?

ANSWER: _incomplete_ dominance

9B.  Identify the American poet who wrote the line "And miles to go before I sleep" in his "Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening".

ANSWER: Robert _Frost_

10A.  What word fills in the blank of the play by Samuel Beckett, Waiting for (BLANK)?

ANSWER: _Godot_ (guh-DOH)

10B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. What is the expression tangent of theta plus cotangent of theta expressed in terms of sin and cosine in simplified form?

ANSWER: _1/SIN(THETA)COS(THETA)_ (one over the product of the sine of theta and the cosine of theta)

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, who was the loser of the 1876 Presidential election?

ANSWER: Samuel J. _Tilden_

2.  For 10 points, name the 19th century novel prefaced with these words:  "Persons attempting to find a motive in this narrative will be prosecuted; persons attempting to find a moral in it will be banished; persons attempting to find a plot in it will be shot."

ANSWER:  The Adventures of _Huckleberry Finn_ (accept just Huck Finn)

3.  Hypertension is sometimes called a silent killer because it is not detected until a stroke or heart attack occurs. For 10 points, by what common term do we know hypertension?

ANSWER: _high blood pressure_

4.  The 1987 Sega game Zero Base inspired, for 10 points, what 7-word geek craze?

ANSWER: _ALL YOUR BASE ARE BELONG TO US_ (MUST BE EXACT)

5.  This prominent North American feature was formed at the end of the Pleistocene (PLY-stoh-SEEN) period, when their basins, which were carved by glaciers, were filled by water melted off of those very glaciers. For 10 points, what are these bodies of water that lie between Canada and the US?

ANSWER: _Great Lakes_

6.  The world's first fast-food ski-through was opened at a McDonalds ski-through in the resort town of Lindvallen.  For 10 points, in what country is Lindvallen?

ANSWER: _SWEDEN_

7.  For 10 points, what is the currency used in Brazil?

ANSWER: _Real_ (ray-AL)

8.   Correct the error in this sentence:  "Neither the voters nor the candidate are satisfied with the election outcome."

ANSWER:  _change are to is satisfied_

9.  For 10 points, what organ, found in the abdomen, serves as a blood reservoir should the body run short of blood?

ANSWER: _spleen_

10.  For 10 points, what is the name of the unfinished novel Charles Dickens was working on at the time of his death?

ANSWER:  _The Mystery of Edwin Drood_

11.  William Brodie was a respected Edinburgh businessman by day and leader of a gang of thieves at night. For 10 points, Robert Louis Stevenson used him as the basis for which of his novels?

ANSWER: (The Strange Case of) _Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde_

12.  These are the most easily eroded of the three types of volcanic cones because they are made of fine particles that result from violent explosions.  For ten points, name this type of volcanic cone.

ANSWER: _ash or cinder_

13.  His mother, Olympias, maintained that he had been conceived by a serpent and not her husband. On taking power at age 20, he drove his rebelling northern subjects beyond the Danube River, and then sacked the city of Thebes, which had revolted against his power. With Greece subdued, he was able to turn his attention eastward, extending his kingdom to the Indus River. For 10 points, who is this son of Philip II and emperor of Macedonia?

ANSWER: _Alexander_ the Great or _Alexander III_

14.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. For 10 points, what is the formula expressing joint probability Q between x and y, if the constant of proportionality is k?

ANSWER: _Q=kxy_ (accept right-side variables in any order)

15.  This Charlotte, North Carolina, bank started its existence as NationsBank until it merged with a San Francisco bank and took its name. For 10 points, what is this bank that has once again made waves with its $43 billion takeover of FleetBoston Financial?

ANSWER: _Bank of America_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  An alcoholic says he needs to drink in order to relieve stress. A boy hits his little sister and then says that she annoys him. For 10 points, these are examples of what sort of defense mechanism where someone believes or states an acceptable reason for unacceptable behavior? 

ANSWER: _rationalizing_ or _rationalization_

2.  It was the first expressionist play in America. A tom-tom beats in the background throughout the action of, for 10 points, what Eugene O'Neill play?

ANSWER: _The Emperor Jones_

3.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION. Three books are purchased at a bookstore.  Two of the books cost $16 each, while the third book cost $24.  For 10 points, if the tax is 4.5%, how much was the bill for the three books?

ANSWER: _$58.52_

4.  For 10 points, what is the total number of calories of heat that must be absorbed to change the temperature of 100 grams of water from 25 degrees centigrade to 30 degrees centigrade?

ANSWER: _500_ calories

5.  It can be divided into hedonistic and ideal types, depending on whether or not one equates happiness with pleasure.  Henry Sidgwick's _The Methods of Ethics_ discusses the movement, which has been criticized because lying and cheating can be justified if they produce positive consequences.  For ten points, what philosophical system founded by Jeremy Bentham advocated "the greatest happiness for the greatest number?"

ANSWER:  _utilitarianism_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

