Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #37


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  For 10 points, in an aqueous solution of KCl, what is the solute?

ANSWER: _KCl_ or _potassium chloride_

2.  20 states, including Virginia, have passed these laws, which were permitted under Section 14B of the Taft-Hartley. For 10 points, what are these laws that outlaw union shops, or workplaces that mandate union membership?

ANSWER: _right-to-work_ laws 

3.  What is the name for the symbol commonly used on maps to indicate the basic cardinal directions?

Answer: _compass rose_

4.  For 10 points, what satire by Mark Twain features Miles Hendon, a kindhearted nobleman; Edward Tudor, the young heir to the throne; and Tom Canty, a poor boy?

ANSWER: _The Prince and the Pauper_

5.  In this work, the author speaks of a world that has no meaning by itself, called "dasein." (dah-SINE).  Using phenomenology as its basic method, it states that humans give meaning to the world by leading an "authentic existence" that goes beyond the facets of everyday life.  For ten points, identify this 1927 philosophical work, the most famous of Martin Heidegger, which discusses the two titular concepts.

ANSWER:  _Being and Time_ (or _Sein und Zeit_)

6.  The two lower arm bones are the ulna and radius, for 10 points, what is the name for the upper arm bone?

ANSWER: _humerus_

7.  He was Secretary of State under Polk and Minister to Great Britain under Pierce. After winning a three-way election, he was distrusted by extremists in the North and the South, and was unable to accomplish much. For 10 points, who was this President that served between 1857 and 1861?

ANSWER: James _Buchanan_

8.  A study released in October indicates that taking this common painkiller every day can increase one's risk of pancreatic cancer. For 10 points, what is this painkiller that millions take to reduce the risk of heart attack and stroke, as well as to relieve ordinary headaches?

ANSWER: _aspirin_

9.  Set in eastern Nigeria during the British expansion into Igboland, this novel recounts the tragedy of O-kon-kwo and his clansmen under British colonialism. For 10 points, name this novel by Chinua Achebe (ah-kee-bee).

ANSWER: _Things Fall Apart_

10.  This novel has the subtitle A Novel Without a Hero, and features two boarding-school friends, Becky Sharp and Amelia Sedley. For 10 points, what is this novel by William Makepeace Thackeray?

ANSWER: _Vanity Fair_

11.  For 10 points, what is the oxidation number of carbon in NaHCO3?

ANSWER: _plus 4_

12.  In 612 BC, Nineveh was conquered by the Medes and Chaldeans, bringing an end to, for 10 points, what empire that dominated the Fertile Crescent for five centuries?

ANSWER: _Assyrian_ Empire

13.  In January 2003 against the Supersonics, he made a record 12 three-pointers.  Also in the 2002-2003 season, he scored 42 in the first half en route to dropping 55 on the Wizards.  In March 2003 against the Pacers, he became the youngest NBA player, at 24 and a half years old, to score 10,000 career points.  For 10 points, the LA Lakers went 7 and 2 during what player's streak of 9-straight 40-plus point games?

ANSWER: Kobe _Bryant_

14.  A teacher, lecturer, journalist, lawyer, judge, scientist, gardener, and traveler, he helped found Amherst College and, as a result of his belief that the American nation needed a language and literature of its own, he wrote a three-volume Grammatical Institute of the English Language. For 10 points, name this lexicographer and author whose best-known work is An American Dictionary of the English Language.

ANSWER: Noah _Webster_ (prompt on Webster)

15.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A fair coin is flipped 10 times.  For 10 points, what is the probability, expressed as a power of 2, that all the flips were the same?

ANSWER: _2 TO THE NEGATIVE NINTH_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What unit of bandwidth is equal to 24 64 kilobit channels, or 1.544 megabits per second? 

ANSWER: _T-1_

1B.  Whose World War II experiences provided the material for his first published novel, The Naked and the Dead?

ANSWER: Norman _Mailer_

2A.  A hepatitis A outbreak in Pennsylvania was been traced to scallions served at what popular Mexican restaurant chain?

ANSWER: _Chi-Chi's_

2B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Theta lies between 0, inclusive, and pi, exclusive.  The tangent-cubed of theta equals three times the tangent of theta.  What is the measure of theta?

ANSWER: _0 or PI/3_  

3A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Set A consists of the first 10 prime numbers.  Set B's elements are 6 less than the corresponding elements of set A.  What is the intersection of A and B?

ANSWER: _{5, 7, 11, 13, 17, 23}_

3B.  What is the name of the mountain range that runs through Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco, separating those countries' coasts from the Sahara Desert?

ANSWER: _Atlas_ Mountains

4A.  What naval battle was fought on May 7 and 8th, 1942, and was named for a sea between the Solomon Islands and New Guinea? 

ANSWER: _Coral Sea_

4B.  Only three actors starred in 7 films in the 1990's that earned more than 100 million dollars.  What star of "Pretty Woman" is the only actress in the elite trio?

ANSWER: Julia _Roberts_

5A.  Name the Eugene O'Neill play in which he attempts to translate the Greek concept of fate into psychological and environmental determinism.

ANSWER: _Mourning Becomes Electra_

5B.  A man has a bull with horns, which he knows is a dominant trait. He wants to know if the bull is homozygous or heterozygous, so he mates the bull with a cow having no horns. What is this famous and simple procedure known as?

ANSWER: _testcross_

6A.  What son of Cronus and Rhea ruled over the ancient Greek underworld with his wife Persephone?

ANSWER:  _Hades_ (DO NOT ACCEPT "Pluto" or "Dis"; those are Roman)

6B.  Give the full name, not the initials, of this human problem: it often occurs in winter and it is often associated with depression due to not enough light.

ANSWER: _Seasonal Affective Disorder_

7A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the simplified form of the 20th root of 1024?

ANSWER: _SQUARE ROOT OF 2_ (1024 ^ .05 = (2^10)^.05 = 2^.5)

7B.  What curve in economics states that economic output -- and hence government revenues -- will increase if marginal tax rates are cut?

ANSWER: _Laffer_ curve

8A.  What is the minimum velocity required for an object to leave another object's gravitational pull, and for the Earth is 11.2 kilometers per second?

ANSWER: _escape_ velocity

8B.  What two words are a shortening of the Latin words meaning "at pleasure", and refers to anything improvised, especially speech or music?

ANSWER: _ad lib_

9A.  Thomas Gray wrote one of these "in a Country Churchyard." What is this type of poem, where a deeply felt grief motivates this poetic response? 

ANSWER: _Elegy_

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the volume of a regular square pyramid with base edge 24 and altitude 12 square roots of three?

ANSWER: _2304 SQRT(3)_

10A.  What name was given to the rulers of the Venetian Republic between 1200 and 1600?

ANSWER: _doges_ (doh-JEZ)

10B.  During the Civil War, Alexander Gardner and Timothy O'Sullivan both worked for which photographer, who himself shot famous photos of Robert E. Lee and Ulysses S. Grant? 

ANSWER:  Matthew _Brady_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  By age 60, this man had ticked off enough Zoroastrian priests that he was executed for heresy.  Born into a noble Persian family about 216 CE, he supposedly received a special revelation from God, who told him to perfect all area religions and form one faith that featured a dualistic conflict between God and Satan.  For ten points, identify this self-proclaimed "Messenger of Truth" who founded a namesake Gnostic religion.

ANSWER:  _Mani_ (or _Manes_) (he founded Manichaeism)

2.  Louis Leroy coined the term as a slight against the painting of one of its chief artists.  The photographer Nadar held a major show for it in 1874, while painters associated with it included Alfred Sisley, Camille Pisarro, Mary Cassatt, and Edgar Degas.  For ten points, what art movement likely began when Claude Monet painted a La Havre (HAV-ruh) sunrise in 1872?

ANSWER:  _Impressionism_

3.  This eight-letter word's origin is a French word meaning "horseman". As an adjective, it means nonchalant, carefree or offhand about an important matter. As a proper noun, it can refer to a supporter of Charles I during his conflict with the English Parliament. For 10 points, what is this word that also refers to sports teams from the University of Virginia?

ANSWER: _cavalier_

4.  Hormones are chemicals made and distributed within the body, but for 10 points, what are chemicals called that are secreted to the outside of the body, and known to affect the behavior of others of the same species?

ANSWER: _pheromones_

5.  It ran 780 miles from Independence, Missouri, to the city for which it is named. For 10 points, what is this trail that ended in a city in New Mexico?

ANSWER: _Santa Fe_ Trail

6.  Llewelyn the Last and Owen Glendower were among the last people to rule, for 10 points, what country that is now part of the United Kingdom?

ANSWER: _Wales_

7.  A mineral with a vitreous luster can be colored or colorless, but it shines or reflects light like a common substance.  For ten points, name this common substance.

Answer: _glass_

8.  For 10 points, who was the first American woman in space?

ANSWER: Sally _Ride_

9.  For 10 points, what is the number one in Japanese?

ANSWER: _ichi_ (ee-CHEE)

10.  In November, court documents showed the US government will be paying this former Pentagon worker $595,000 for violating her privacy. However, her own respect of other people's privacy is fairly suspect, as her secretly taped conversations with a friend nearly brought down President Clinton. For 10 points, who is this woman that taped her conversations with Monica Lewinsky?

ANSWER: Linda _Tripp_

11.  Romulus Augustulus, the last Western Roman Emperor, was deposed on September 4th of, for 10 points, what year?

ANSWER: _476_ A.D.

12.  This book's title has become a symbol of slovenly poverty and depravity. For 10 points, name this Erskine Caldwell novel that features an impoverished Georgia sharecropper, Jeeter Lester, and his dysfunctional family. 

ANSWER: _Tobacco Road_

13.  He succeeded Florian Gassmann as imperial court composer at Vienna in 1774.  He wrote 39 operas, including "Tarare," but is better known for conspiring against a younger composer.  For ten points, what Italian composer probably did not poison Mozart, as F. Murray Abraham portrayed in "Amadeus?"

ANSWER:  Antonio _Salieri_

14.   In 1789 he published The Treatise of Chemistry. For 10 points, name this chemist who showed that when substances burn, they combine with a component in the air he named oxygen.

ANSWER: Antoine _Lavoisier_ (la-vwaz-yay) 

15.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A banker has 65 coins, all nickels and pennies.  If nickels were worth what pennies are and pennies were worth what nickels are, the banker would have 36 cents more than he actually does.  For 10 points, how much are his nickels actually worth?

ANSWER: _$1.40_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A number divides 2 five more times than it divides 3.  For 10 points, what is the number?

ANSWER: _30_

2.  If Newton's laws of motion are used in a rotating frame of reference, an inertial force which makes the object veer to the right or left must be accounted for. For 10 points, this is what "effect" in physics?

ANSWER: _Coriolis_ effect 

3.  The a in "adept". The e in "synthesis". The i in "decimal". The o in "harmony". The u in "medium". For 10 points, these are all examples of what vowel often used in unaccented syllables and represented in dictionary pronunciation guides with an upside-down "e"?

ANSWER: _schwa_

4.  They were characterized by an oversized jacket with large lapels, padded shoulders, and baggy pants which were cuffed at the ankles.  Often accompanied by a wide-brimmed fedora hat, they were popularized in the 1940's by entertainers such as Frank Sinatra and "jitterbug" dancers, but soon came to an end when war rationing restricted material usage.  For 10 points, what is this rhyming fashion catastrophe?

ANSWER: _ZOOT SUIT_

5.  Mount Kimball, in the extreme southwest part of this state, is the highest point in this state. Near its border with Wyoming is the town of Scottsbluff, and further to the east are the towns of Kearney and Grand Island. For 10 points, what is this state where most of the population lives in the eastern end along its Missouri River border, in the cities of Lincoln and Omaha?

ANSWER: _Nebraska_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

