Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #40


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  This titan of American industry made anti-Semitic statements throughout his life and was quoted in a trial as saying "history is the bunk". However, his farsighted achievements include paying his workers $5 a day and creating the assembly line to boost productivity. For 10 points, who was this man, the founder of a car company that carries his name?

ANSWER: Henry _Ford_

2.  This poem is divided into five sections, and explores the different psychic stages of a soul in despair and struggling for redemption. For 10 points, what is this convention-breaking poem by T.S. Eliot?

ANSWER:  _The Waste Land_

3.  For 10 points, who was the 13-year-old amateur surfing champion that had her arm bitten off by a shark while surfing off of Kauai?

ANSWER: Bethany _Hamilton_

4.  For 10 points, what is the chemical called that gives skin its color?

ANSWER: _melanin_

5.  He was offered amnesty and the post of Prime Minister under Emperor Maximillian, but refused. By 1867, the French had pulled out of his country, and he was re-elected President, dying in office in 1872. For 10 points, who is this man that served two terms as President of Mexico?

ANSWER: Benito _Juarez_

6.  Protestors over the School of the Americas were arrested in this state in late November outside the gates of Fort Benning. For 10 points, Fort Benning is in what state?

ANSWER: _Georgia_ (accept Fort Benning before state)

7.   It is a famous book of folk tales told to a small white boy by a whimsical, lovable aging black servant, whose stories are based on traditional fables of his race. For 10 points, name this work by Joel Chandler Harris that includes several Brer Rabbit stories. 

ANSWER: _Uncle Remus,_ His Songs and His Sayings (Uncle Remus is the essential)

8.  This unit is 1/72 of an inch. For 10 points, what are these units that are most used to measure the size of a font?

ANSWER: _point_

9.  Some of the rules this organization has created include: The field of play must be rectangular; the length of the touchline must be greater than the length of the goal line.  The ball should be of a circumference of no more than 70 cm and no less than 68 cm.  It is not an offence in itself to be in an offside position.  A player is in an offside position if he is nearer to his opponent’s goal line than both the ball and the second last defender, the last defender being the goalkeeper.  For 10 points, each of these rules appears in the "Laws of the Game Handbook" of what governing body of international soccer?

ANSWER: _FIFA_ (Federation Internationale de Football Association) 

10.  He defeated the Lithuanians in a series of battles in 1245. He defeated the Teutonic Knights on the "battle on ice" at Lake Chudskoye (chood-SKAW-yeh) in 1242. For 10 points, who is this Russian prince best known, and named for, a victory in 1240 over the Swedes on the river Neva?

ANSWER: _Alexander Nevsky_ (accept "Nevsky" before the word "Neva" is spoken)

11.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the arithmetic mean of 19, 27, and 41?

ANSWER: _29_

12.  For 10 points, what is the percent by mass of oxygen in magnesium oxide, MgO?

ANSWER: _40%_

13.  This novel has been said to be the most famous novel of the Spanish Civil War. For 10 points, what is this classic novel featuring Pablo, Pilar, El Sordo, Anselmo, Maria, and Robert Jordan and written by Ernest Hemingway?

ANSWER: _For Whom the Bell Tolls_

14.  This country's history started when it was granted independence on the first day of the 20th century. Only in 1986 were the last ties to Great Britain severed, although it remains a Constitutional monarchy with Elizabeth II as Queen. For 10 points, what is this country, which might eventually claim as its seventh state New Zealand? 

ANSWER: _Australia_

15.  As a painter, he co-founded purist cubism with Ozenfant, but by the 1920s, he had turned to urban planning for Paris and Barcelona.  Born Charles Edouard Jeanneret (zhen-er-AY), he adopted his pseudonym in 1923 when he published the treatise _Towards a New Architecture_.  For ten points, what Frenchman designed Notre-Dame du Haut and planned the city of Chandigarh, India?

ANSWER:  _Le Corbusier_ (accept "Jeanneret" until mentioned)

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  In which Nathaniel Hawthorne short story will you find the Widow Wicherly (witch-er-ly)?

ANSWER: _Dr. Heidegger's Experiment_

1B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Two standard dice are tossed.  What is the probability that the maximum number showing on the faces is a 4?

ANSWER: _7/36_

2A.  On what day of the calendar year do Christians celebrate the feast of Epiphany?

ANSWER:  _January 6_

2B.  What dramatic character heard a prophecy from an oracle that he would one day kill his father and marry his mother? 

ANSWER: _Oedipus_ (ED-uh-pus)

3A.  What general won the battle of Gettysburg?

ANSWER: Gordon _Meade_

3B.  What Moghul ruler of India built the Taj Mahal?

ANSWER: _Shah Jahan_ 

4A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the sum of the floor of seven-thirds and the floor of negative seven-thirds?

ANSWER: _-1_ (2 + -3)

4B.  By 2001, Disney had made over 1.1 billion dollars off what 1937 movie whose title characters have mostly adjective (ad-JEC-tiv) names?

ANSWER: _"Snow White and the 7 Dwarves_

5A.  In a titration experiment, 20 milliliters of 1.0 molar HCl neutralized 10 milliliters of an NaOH solution of unknown concentration. What was the concentration of the NaOH solution?

ANSWER: _2_ molar

5B.  Name the Englishman who first described the circulation of blood.

ANSWER: William _Harvey_

6A.  What letter of the Greek alphabet is translated into English as "l"?

ANSWER: _lambda_

6B.  The point on the earth's surface directly above the focus of an earthquake is known as what?

Answer: _the epicenter_

7A.  If our body cells have 2 alleles for the same trait, then how many alleles for that trait do our gametes have?

ANSWER: _one_

7B.  What is the capital of Taiwan?

ANSWER: _Taipei_

8A.  What actor, who played Ed Norton on the Honeymooners, died at age 85 in early November? 

ANSWER: Art _Carney_

8B.  What type of sentence is made up of one main clause and one or more subordinate clauses?

ANSWER: _complex_ sentence (DO NOT ACCEPT compound-complex sentence, as those have more than one main clause.)

9A.  What was the name of the Reconstruction government agency that tried to educate and integrate newly freed slaves into American society? 

ANSWER: _Freedmen's Bureau_

9B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  Where does the cosine graph intercept the y-axis?

ANSWER: _Y = 1_

10A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What is the solution set for the equation 5/(p-3) minus 6/(p+3) equals 30/(p^2-9)?

ANSWER: _EMPTY SET_ (accept no solution)

10B.  What French postimpressionist moved first to Brittany and then to Tahiti to gain inspiration, where he painted works such as _Vision After the Sermon_ and _The Tahitian Women_?

ANSWER:  Paul _Gauguin_ (go-GAN)

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Gas samples A, B, and C are contained in a system at STP. The partial pressure of sample A is 380 torr and the partial pressure of sample B is 190 torr. What is the partial pressure of sample C?

ANSWER: _190_ torr

2.  Maria Theresa ordered this place to be built in 1778, on the site of a fourteenth century church.  Riccardo Muti and Arturo Toscanini served as conductors here, the latter returning in 1946 after it was rebuilt.  Donizetti's _Lucrezia Borgia_, Bellini's _Norma_, and Verdi's _Falstaff_ all premiered at, for ten points, what famous opera house in Milan?

ANSWER:  _La Scala_

3.  By what name were the poet-musicians of Provence (pro-vahns) known in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries? They wrote short poems following elaborate formal conventions, principally celebrating chivalry and the tradition of courtly love.

ANSWER:  _troubador(s)_

4.  Tensions between the US and France were rising in the mid-1790s. In 1797, when the Americans sent a three-man commission, the French foreign minister Talleyrand refused to see the Americans, but suggested, through intermediaries, that if enough bribes were made, the French would agree to terms. This became, for 10 points, what affair, named for the pseudonyms used for the three intermediaries?

ANSWER: _XYZ_ Affair

5.  For 10 points, whose "locker" refers to bottom of the ocean?

ANSWER: _Davy Jones's_ locker

6.  Mr. Wackford Squeers is the vulgar, conceited, ignorant schoolmaster of Dotheboys Hall in what alliteratively titled Charles Dickens novel?

ANSWER: _Nicholas Nickleby_

7.  For 10 points, what type of mechanics is the study of the effects of forces and energy on liquids and gases?

ANSWER: _fluid_ mechanics

8.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A farmer has a square parcel of farmland with side equal to S.  In the middle of the farmland is a circular lake with radius R.  For 10 points, what is the symbolic formula for the farmable area of the land?

ANSWER: _S^2 - PI*R^2_

9.  He wrote a six-volume collection entitled _Millenial Dawn_.  At age 18 in 1870, he began to study the Bible carefully, and with a few others, he founded the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society.  For ten points, name this pastor who established the modern movement of Jehovah's Witnesses.

ANSWER:  Charles Taze _Russell_

10.  For 10 points, what state contains the area codes 878, 724, 570, 814, 412, 717, 610 and 215?

ANSWER: _Pennsylvania_

11.  Chemicals in the brain help with the transmission of nerve messages from one neuron to another. For 10 points, what are these chemicals called?

ANSWER: _neurotransmitters_

12.  These responses are automatic and involuntary, as when one jerks his or her finger away from a hot stove. For 10 points, what are these responses called?

ANSWER: -reflexes_

13.  For 10 points, how many districts are in the Federal Reserve System?

ANSWER: _12_

14.  This word comes from an Indian word meaning "white strings". In English, it serves as an informal term for "money". For 10 points, what is this word that describes beads made from shells and strung in strands and belts, used for ceremony, jewelry and money?

ANSWER: _wampum_

15.  For 10 points, what Las Vegas entertainer was mauled by a white tiger in October 2003?

ANSWER: _ROY HORN_ (accept either or both)

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  This movement got its name from the Leicester worker who originated the idea. Between 1811 and 1816, roving bands of workmen destroyed industrial machinery, believing that its use and spread would reduce employment. For 10 points, what is this name that is also shared today by people who have an irrational fear of technology?

ANSWER: _Luddite_ (named for Ned Ludd)

2.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the decimal solution to the octal addition 333 (three three three) plus 444 (four four four)?

ANSWER: _511_ (777o is 1 less than 1000o - which is 8^3 = 512)

3.  This novel's hero and his friend Toby, jump ship in the Marquesas (mar-kay-sus) Islands and wander mistakenly into a valley inhabited by cannibals. Name the valley and you name, for 10 points, what novel by Herman Melville.

ANSWER: _Typee_

4.  Agenor was her father, while Cadmus was her sister. She eventually married Asterius, King of Crete, but with her first consort, gave birth to three sons: Sarpedon, Rhadamanthus, and Minos.  For ten points, Zeus used the disguise of a white bull to pursue which woman, who lends her name to one of the four Galilean moons?

ANSWER:  _Europa_

5.  With time and natural processes any classification of rock can be changed into any other class of rock.  For ten points, what is the name of this complicated "rock changing" process?

Answer: _the rock cycle_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

