Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

District Competition, Match #42


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Adam Fine and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District before all District champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period, 15 toss-ups

1.  Finger and toe bones are collectively known as the phalanges. The wrist bones are the metacarpals, but for 10 points, what are the ankle bones called?

ANSWER: _metatarsals_

2.  Its subtitle is Life Among the Lowly and it relates the trials, suffering and human dignity of an old black slave that is the title character, and his cruel master, Simon Legree. For 10 points, name this Harriet Beecher Stowe work.

ANSWER:  _Uncle Tom's Cabin_

3.  The son of Poseidon, he lived on a cave on the island of Sicily, where he tended a flock of sheep.  One day he discovered a group of Greeks messing with his sheep, so he imprisoned them in his cave and ate six of them.  Yet, for ten points, Odysseus outsmarted what giant by getting him drunk and blinding his one eye?

ANSWER:  _Polyphemus_ (prompt on "Cyclops") 

4.  For 10 points, what term is used to describe the practice of placing mentally or physically disabled children in regular classrooms? 

ANSWER: _mainstreaming_

5.  Identified with The Fugitive Poets as a young man, he helped found and edit The Southern Review. Other scholarly works include Understanding Poetry, Understanding Fiction, and Modern Rhetoric. However, he is better known for his novel that is based on the Louisiana demagogue Huey Long. For 10 points, name this U.S. poet laureate and author of All the King's Men. 

ANSWER: Robert Penn _Warren_

6.  For 10 points, who is the State Department official that is in charge of American reconstruction efforts in Iraq?

ANSWER: Paul _Bremer_

7.  For 10 points, what is the point called when a liquid and a solid exist at equilibrium?

ANSWER: _melting_ point

8.  In 1959, this nation was granted independence by Italy, but inter-clan rivalries and hostility towards neighbors led to the rise of dictator Mohammad Siad Barre in 1969. After his overthrow in 1991, the northern part of this country declared independence and the southern part descended into anarchy, which still exists. For 10 points, what is this country which the US attempted to stabilize in the early 1990s, the site of the famous movie "Black Hawk Down?"

ANSWER: _Somalia_

9.  This six-letter word, as a verb means to be left high and dry, especially on a desert island. For 10 points, what is this word that as a noun, refers to a beach especially the "Grand" one in South Carolina. 

ANSWER: _strand_

10.  In the old British money system, a pound was divided into, for 10 points, 20 of what monetary unit?

ANSWER: _shilling_

11.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A car is driven 336 miles on a 14-gallon tank of fuel that was bought for $1.68 per gallon.  For 10 points, what was the cost of the gas per mile?

ANSWER: _7 CENTS_

12.  For 10 points, what 1931 winner of the Nobel Peace Prize was the founder of Hull House?

ANSWER: Jane _Addams_

13.  For 10 points, according to the Bronsted-Lowry theory, an acid is any species that can donate what?

ANSWER: _proton_ or _protons_

14.  A digitally remastered IMAX version of it was released September 30, 2002.  Originally released in 1995, it garnered 9 Oscar nominations, winning for Editing and Sound.  Gary Sinuses and Ed Harris, both known actors in their own right, played second fiddle to stars Kevin Bacon and Pill Paxton.  For 10 points, what is this movie about a failed 1970 moon mission that also starred Tom Hanks?

ANSWER: _"APOLLO 13"_

15.  This word gets its name from the Cantonese word for "pan". For 10 points, what is the name of a pan with a convex base, used especially in Chinese cooking?

ANSWER: _wok_

Second period, 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What Frenchman founded the city of Quebec in 1608?

ANSWER: Samuel de _Champlain_

1B.  After what 1953 battle were the French convinced to withdraw from Southeast Asia?

ANSWER: _Dien-bien-phu_

2A.  If a man has type AB blood, what is the one blood type that none of his offspring can be?

ANSWER: type _O_

2B.  In 450 BCE, Myron completed a sculpture of a man in the act of throwing what object, which today is one of the events in the decathlon?

ANSWER:  _discus_

3A.  In which novel of Russian-born American author Ayn Rand does rebellious architect Howard Roark refuse to lower his standards in work or in love?

ANSWER: _The Fountainhead_

3B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A question-writer writes questions for $1.60 per question.  If he writes 7 questions in 80 minutes, how much did he earn per hour over that period?

ANSWER: _$8.40_ 

4A.  What comedian voiced the genie in Disney's "Aladdin" decades after playing Mork on the sit-com "Mork and Mindy"?

ANSWER: Robin _Williams_

4B.  What name is given to the word that a pronoun is standing in for, as in "Susan" in the two sentences: "Susan went to the post office. She was mailing a letter."

ANSWER: _antecedent_

5A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  The tangent of negative 35 degrees is -7 / 10.  If theta is the angle between a vector and the x-axis, and the vector's components are the lowest integral pair, what is the magnitude of the vector?

ANSWER: _SQRT(149)_

5B.  Name the middle Geologic Era that includes the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods.

Answer: _Mesozoic_

6A.   Name the German physicist who hypothesized that atoms emit and absorb energy in discrete bundles he called quanta.

ANSWER:  Max _Planck_ (plonk)

6B.  Eduard Shevardnadze (sheh-verd-NAHD-zee) resigned in November as the President of what former Soviet Republic?

ANSWER: _Georgia_

7A.  What is the first person singular of the present subjunctive of the Spanish verb hablar (ah-BLAHR)?

ANSWER: (que yo) _hable_ 

7B.  Hate Week, Room 101, O'Brien, and a cage full of rats--all of these figure prominently in what futuristic novel by George Orwell?

ANSWER: _1984_

8A.  Both Hector Berlioz and Charles Gounod (goo-NOH) completed compositions featuring what Germanic title character, a scholar who sells his soul to Mephistopheles?

ANSWER:  _Faust_ 

8B.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  What graph is represented by the equation (x-2)^2 + (y-5)^2 = 0?

ANSWER: _A SINGLE POINT AT (2,5)_ - accept a circle of radius 0 with center (2,5)

9A.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  A group of 200 pre-law students consists of 120 history majors, 110 government majors, and 70 philosophy majors.  If 1/5 of the students are history-government double majors, 1/5 are government-philosophy double majors, and 1/10 are history-philosophy double majors, how many students are history majors but not government majors?

ANSWER: _80_ (60 history, 20 history-philosophy double majors)

9B.  An October 1846 snowstorm trapped the 87 members of what group in the Sierra Nevada, where they had to resort to cannibalism in order to survive?

ANSWER: _Donner Party_

10A.  What battle did Napoleon fight against the Russians and Austrians on December 2, 1805, forcing the Russians and Austrians to sue for peace?

ANSWER: _Austerlitz_

10B.  What occurs when a wave pass through or around an obstacle, causing a change in the wave's direction?

ANSWER: _diffraction_

Third period, 15 toss-ups

1.  It started in 1946 and ended in 1964. For 10 points, what name was given to the large increase in birthrates that occurred during those 18 years after World War II?

ANSWER: _Baby Boom_

2.  Both Creon and An-tig-o-ne exhibited this tragic flaw of pride, ambition, or overconfidence that leads a hero to ignore warnings of the gods or to disregard established moral codes, resulting in the hero's downfall. For 10 points, what is the Greek term?

ANSWER: _hu-bris_  (also accept nemesis)

3.  It is the first of a trilogy of works that also includes "Trionfo di Aphrodite."  Based on a collection of Old German and Old French songs from a 1280 Benedictine manuscript, its 25 movements are a collection of songs about wine, women and love.  A cantata first performed in Frankfurt in 1937, for ten points, identify this most famous work by Carl Orff.

ANSWER:  _"Carmina Burana"_  

4.  These particles are stable in vacuums. However, they quickly react with electrons, annihilating both particles and creating gamma radiation. For 10 points, what are these antimatter particles?

ANSWER: _positron_s

5.  For 10 points, what is the hollow ball of cells called that occurs during animal embryo development?

ANSWER: _blastula_

6.  For 10 points, in what Australian ballad does a swagman steal and butcher a jumbuck, then leaps to his death in a billabong when pursued by the squatter and police? 

ANSWER: _Waltzing Matilda_

7.  In November, the UN General Assembly voted 179-3 to condemn the US's 40-year-old embargo against, for 10 points, what country that was the subject of the Helms-Burton Act and is still ruled by Fidel Castro?

ANSWER: _Cuba_

8.  For 10 points, how many people are members of the General Assembly of the Virginia House of Delegates?

ANSWER: _100_

9.  A woman has a genotype of Ww (big W, little w). What is the chance that she will carry a little w in any given egg cell?

ANSWER: _50%_ or _one-half_ chance

10.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  The square root of x is 32.  For 10 points, what is the 5th root of x?

ANSWER: _4_

11.  It was originally called Oak, but in 1995, Sun Microsystems modified the language to take advantage of the burgeoning World Wide Web. For 10 points, what is this computer language that is similar to C++ and has runtime environments known as virtual machines for most operating systems?

ANSWER: _Java_

12.  She was a noted humanitarian and teacher of the blind and helped her husband edit the Boston abolitionist paper, Commonwealth. After his death, she lectured on prison reform and became a force in the feminist movement. For 10 points, what poet and reformer is most remembered not for these achievements, but for writing the words of The Battle Hymn of the Republic?

ANSWER: Julia Ward _Howe_

13.  Between 1305 and 1377, this city, and not Rome, was the seat of papal power. For 10 points, what was this French city from which the Popes ruled during the "Babylonian Captivity"?

ANSWER: _Avignon_ (ah-VEEN-yohn)

14.  The Upanishads discuss the power of this concept that, despite its length, consists of three sounds.  It can alternately represent three of the Vedas, or the earth, atmosphere and heaven.  Considered to be the first and most sacred sound, for ten points, what two-letter syllable is recited at the beginning and end of all Jain (JAY-in) and Hindu prayers?

ANSWER:  _om_

15.  In painting, it refers to a transparent layer of paint directly over another lighter painted area.  For ten points, what term is more commonly used in ceramics to denote a waterproof decorative surface, created by adding a glassy coating to earthenware and then firing it?

ANSWER:  _glaze_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.
1.  THIS IS A MATH QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the altitude of a regular square pyramid with base edge 24 and slant height 24?

ANSWER: _12 SQRT(3)_

2.  Each meridian, in multiples of 15 degrees, represents roughly the center of a time zone.  How many time zones are there on a worldwide basis?

Answer: _24_

3.  For 10 points, what is the name of the large lake located to the North of New Orleans?

ANSWER: Lake _Pontchartrain_ (pone-SHAH-train)

4.  This pastoral novel by Oliver Goldsmith tells the story of religious cleric Dr. Charles Primrose. He lives in quiet contentment with his wife and children until he loses his independent income and has to move to humbler dwellings, where a series of misfortunes begins. For 10 points, name this novel.

ANSWER:  _The Vicar of Wakefield_

5.  Following the 2002 death of John Entwistle only 2 original members survive.  Kenny Jones replaced Keith Moon as the band's drummer after Moon's 1978 death at age 31.  For 10 points, what British rock group features Roger Daltrey and Pete Townshend?

ANSWER: _The Who_

All questions © 2003 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

