Virginia High School League

Scholastic Bowl, 2003-04 season

State Competition, Match #7

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the State level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Chris Moretti, Adam Fine, Susan Gallaher and Gary Bugg are the authors of these questions, which were also edited four times: once by Pickrell and Fine, a second time by Suter, a third time by Samer Ismail and a fourth time by John Harris.

All participants and spectators must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a) Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the State competition before all State champions have been announced is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b) Competitors may not discuss or otherwise reference these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all State champions have been determined. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c) After that, these questions may be freely released to entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. These questions may also be discussed or otherwise referenced between entities within the Commonwealth of Virginia. This is meant to allow the proliferation of these questions so that all schools in the Commonwealth of Virginia may have practice material for future Scholastic Bowl competitions, and therefore this practice is encouraged.

(d) These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia. This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups
1.  He played in Jay McShann's big band, but preferred playing with smaller groups.  In 1945, this saxophonist recorded the earliest bebop hits with Dizzy Gillespie, while four years later his jazz quintet recorded the album _Just Friends_.  For ten points, name this master of the alto sax who died at 35 due to a heroin addiction, and was nicknamed "Bird."

ANSWER:  Charlie "Bird" _Parker_

2.  Though this language is grammatically considered a dialect of the same language as Hindi, Hindi uses an alphabet based on Sanskrit, while this language uses an Arabic-based script. For 10 points, what is this language, the state language of Pakistan?

ANSWER: _Urdu_ (OOR-doo)

3.   This term, which today means any place or situation of noisy confusion or uproar, originally came from the slurring of the name of a London hospital for the mentally ill, Bethlehem Royal Hospital. For 10 points, what is the word?                

ANSWER: _bedlam_

4.  He was the first English prince to hold the title of Prince of Wales. After his barons revolted against him and his favorite, Piers Gaveston, he spent the rest of his reign fighting the barons for control. Eventually, his wife went to France and returned with an army, led by her lover Roger Mortimore, which overthrew him and put him to death on September 21, 1327. For 10 points, who was this king of England, the son of Edward Longshanks, who lost the battle of Bannockburn to Robert the Bruce?

ANSWER: _Edward II_

5.  For 10 points, what bones are better known as the shoulder blades?

ANSWER: _scapula_e or _scapula_s

6.  The smallest variety of this comes from the forget-me-not plant. In firs, pines and spruces, they have wings. For 10 points, what is this plant product, which when produced by the ragweed causes hay fever?

ANSWER: _pollen_

7.  For 10 points, what commodity's supply is measured via the M1, M2, M3 and MZM numbers?

ANSWER: _money_

8.  TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. For 10 points, in English grammar, what two parts of speech are modified by adjective clauses?

ANSWER: _noun_s and _pronoun_s

9.  Recently, Israel's deputy defense minister said Ahmed Yassin, this group's spiritual leader, has been "marked for death". For 10 points, what is this group that has battled both Israelis and the Palestinian Authority? 

ANSWER: _Hamas_ (huh-MAHS)

10.  In electrical engineering, it is a device that has a metal wire or strip that will melt, causing the electrical current to open and stopping any flow of current. For 10 points, what are these devices that have largely been replaced in homes by magnetic circuit breakers?

ANSWER: _fuse_

11.   Which of John Grisham's novels, the bestseller of 1995, was made into a movie starring Chris O’Donnell, Jon Voight, and Danny DeVito?

ANSWER:  The _Rainmaker_

12.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the sum of 6/8 and 17/4?

ANSWER: _5_ (accept equivalents such as 40/8, 20/4)

13.  They filed a friend of the court petition to Florida's Fourth District Court of Appeal protesting investigators' conduct in the Rush Limbaugh case. For 10 points, what is this group that Limbaugh has often mocked in the past and which is known for its defense of defendant's rights?

ANSWER: _American Civil Liberties Union_ or _ACLU_

14.  White supremacist Byron de la Beckwith was convicted in 1994 for the murder of, for 10 points, what Black civil rights leader in 1963?

ANSWER: Medgar _Evers_

15. For 10 points, what name is given to sets of three DNA bases that is translated into triplets of messenger RNA, one example of which is “U-G-A” for “stop”?

ANSWER: _codon_s (koh-DAWNZ)
Second period: 10 directed questions for each team

Questions with an A after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a B after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.   It was published in 1640 as The Whole Booke of Psalms Faithfully Translated into English Metre. By what name do we generally know this book, the first book published in the American colonies?

ANSWER: The _Bay Psalm Book_

1B.  Who is the embattled Disney CEO facing a revolt led by Roy Disney and a hostile takeover by Comcast?

ANSWER: Michael _Eisner_

2A.  What type of weathering is aided by natural acids and/or by the hydration or oxidation processes, and produces soils?

Answer: _chemical_ weathering or _decomposition_ (accept word forms)

2B.  Whom did Dwight Eisenhower defeat in both his runs for the U.S. Presidency?

ANSWER: Adlai E. _Stevenson_

3A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Looking at a tire from the side, you see its radius is 14 inches. The hubcap has a radius of 8 inches. For 10 points, what is the area between the hubcap and the outer edge of the tire?

ANSWER: _132PI_ {pi(14)^2 - pi(8)^2}

3B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Consider the base-two logarithms of 1/4, 8, 16, and 1/8. What is their arithmetic mean?

ANSWER: _1/2_

4A.  Who was elected as Mayor of New York on an anti-corruption "fusion" ticket in 1934, served until 1945, and today has a New York City airport named for him?

ANSWER: Fiorello _La Guardia_ (lah GWAHR-dee-uh)

4B.   In 1671 which poet who wrote a long, dramatic poem about the Old Testament figure Samson?

ANSWER: John _Milton_ (in Samson Agonistes) 

5A.  Which Russian composed the operas Kamarinskaya (kah-mah-RIN-sky-ah), Ruslan and Ludmila" (ROOS-lahn and lood-MEE-luh) and A Life for the Tsar?

ANSWER:  Mikhail _Glinka_

5B.  Most ulcers do not occur in the stomach, but in what region of the digestive tract, the first 25 centimeters of the small intestine?

ANSWER: _duodenum_

6A.   Name the Cavalier poet who wrote "To Lucasta, on Going to the Wars" and "To Althea from Prison."

ANSWER: Richard _Lovelace_

6B.  This soda is today a division of Cadbury-Schweppes. What is this soda that claims to be the oldest soft drink in America, dating to 1885 when it was sold in Morrison's Old Corner Drug Store in Waco, Texas?

ANSWER: _Dr Pepper_

7A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  A group of two hundred pre-med students have either one or two majors. There are 120 chem majors, 110 bio majors, 50 psych majors, and 20 math majors.  All the math majors are double majoring in chem, all the psych majors are double majoring in bio, and 30 bio majors are double majoring in chem. How many students are NOT double majors?

ANSWER: _100_

7B.  The use of hands for sailors, the law for police officers, cutthroat for assassin, and steel for sword  all illustrate what ten-letter figure of speech?

ANSWER: _synecdoche_ (sin-ek-duh-kee) 

8A.   Name the South African surgeon who completed the first successful human heart transplant in 1967.

ANSWER: Dr. Christiaan _Barnard_

8B.  Who was the third Emperor of Rome, ruling between 37 and 41 A.D., famous for allegedly trying to make his horse a consul?

ANSWER: _Caligula_ (prompt on Gaius)

9A.  Stheno, Euryale (yur-ee-AL-ee), and Medusa collectively made up which trio of underworld monsters with snakes for hair?

ANSWER:  _Gorgons_

9B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the volume, in liters, occupied by 11.0 grams of an ideal gas at standard temperature and pressure, if the molecular mass of the gas is 44.0?

ANSWER: _5.60_ liters

10A.  Who was the last king of the Neo-Babylonian Empire, ruling until 539 B.C., when Cyrus the Great overthrew him?

ANSWER: _Belshazzar_ (accept Nabondius, who was theoretically king, but left his son Belshazzar to rule)

10B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  For the first 30 years, a book's value depreciates by half each decade.  Thereafter it is considered an antique, and its value quadruples each 15 years.  If the rare first printing of a book cost $8.16, what is the book worth after 90 years?

ANSWER: _$261.12_

Third period: 15 tossups
1.  After Simon Cameron left the office in 1862, for 10 points, what man replaced him and served Lincoln and Johnson as Secretary of War?

ANSWER: Edwin _Stanton_

2.  This nation's highest mountain is Phu Bia, and the Annamite Chain forms most of its eastern border with Vietnam. For 10 points, what is this nation whose western border with Thailand consists of the Mekong River, and whose capital is Vientiane? 

ANSWER: _Laos_

3.  He forges Washington Irving's name on official documents and will only see people in his office when he is not there. For 10 points, name this Catch-22 character who was almost named Drum by his father.

ANSWER:  Major  Major  Major _ Major_ (accept one to four “Major”s)

4.  Philip II's advisor Cardinal Perrenot patronized this artist greatly, lending some doubt to the belief that his paintings were critical statements against Spanish control of the Netherlands.  Late religious works of his include _The Suicide of Saul_ and _The Conversion of Saint Paul_.  For ten points, name this Northern Renaissance painter of _Peasant Wedding_, _The Blind Leading the Blind_, and _Hunters in the Snow_.

ANSWER:  Pieter _Brueghel_ (BROY-ghil) the Elder

5.  The rate at which gases diffuse is inversely proportional to the square root of their densities. For 10 points, what chemical law is this, a law named for a scientist who also has a law of effusion named for him?

ANSWER: _Graham_’s law

6.  The literal translation of this 18th century German literary movement is "storm and stress." For 10 points, what is its German name?

ANSWER:  _Sturm und Drang_

7.  An album once owned by Mark David Chapman, found in 1980 outside the Dakota Apartment Building near Central Park, went up for auction on the internet in 2003.  For 10 points, the album bears the signature of what singer, slain by the owner of the record?

ANSWER: John _Lennon_

8.  For 10 points, in what year did Vesuvius erupt, destroying the town of Pompeii?

ANSWER: A.D. _79_ 

9.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  For 10 points, what is the integral, with respect to x, from 0 to 3 of 2x? 
ANSWER: _9_ (the integral is x^2, so it comes down to 9 – 0)

10.  What name is given to solid minerals with shapes that are determined by the orderly, repetitive arrangement of the atoms that make them up?

Answer: _crystals_

11.  Their name may have been derived from a word for "oak tree."  This group commonly practiced human sacrifice by burning their victims in large wicker baskets - a practice that horrified the Romans, who suppressed the group.  For ten points, identify this class of Celtic priests in the pre-Christian era, sometimes associated with Stonehenge.

ANSWER:  _Druids_

12.  For 10 points, what is the chemical formula for sodium phosphate?

ANSWER: _Na3PO4_

13.  For 10 points, what orange Monopoly property shares its color with St. James Place and New York Avenue?

ANSWER: _Tennessee_ Avenue

14.  For 10 points, in which Steinbeck novel will you find the child Coyotito, his mother Juana (hwana), and his father Kino (kee-no), who dives for precious stones?

ANSWER: The _Pearl_

15.  For 10 points, what two-word term describes someone who refuses to serve in the military for religious or moral reasons?

ANSWER: _conscientious objector_

SPARE QUESTIONS (In the second period, try to replace the question discarded with the a spare question in that subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to cross out the questions if/as they are used.

1.  For 10 points, what name is given to the computer programming practice of having a function call itself?

ANSWER: _recursion_ or _recursive_ programming

2.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  For 10 points, if no grouping symbols are present in the calculation, what is 1 + 2 * 3 / 4 - 5?

ANSWER: _-2.5_ (accept -5/2 or equivalents)

3.  It is located at the southern end of the Wind River Range in southwestern Wyoming. Trappers and explorers used it until Jedidiah Smith started using it as part of a settler route. For 10 points, what is this pass that was an important part of the Oregon Trail?

ANSWER: _South_ Pass

4.  In what Dostoevsky novel does the title character Rogozhin earn his nickname because of his stupid actions although he has good intentions?

ANSWER: _The Idiot_

5.  This parable appears nowhere in the written work of the fourteenth century French philosopher for which it is named; however, that man wrote about a dog in a similar situation who made a random choice.  For ten points, give the name for the situation in which a donkey starved to death because he could not choose between two bundles of hay at equal distances from him.

ANSWER:  _Buridan's Ass_
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