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Match #27

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  There were dozens of these in rural Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia, but the one in Augusta became famous due to a 1932 Erskine Caldwell Novel about Georgia sharecroppers. What is this two-word term which today is synonymous with Southern poverty or ACC basketball rivalries, whose name comes from the main product shipping along them?

answer: _tobacco road_s

2.  This branch of biology gets its name from the Greek for "to cut up." Henry Gray wrote a famous book about -- what branch of biology that deals with the structure and organization of living things? 

answer: _anatomy_

3.  His series _Acts Without Words_ is exactly what the title denotes, and one of his last plays, _Rockaby_, lasts only 15 minutes. Name this Irish-born dramatist of the Theater of the Absurd best known for his play _Waiting for Godot_ (guh-doe).

ANSWER Samuel Barclay  _ Beckett __

4.  In its first incarnation, starting in 1954, Ernie Kovacs hosted on Mondays and Tuesdays, while Steve Allen was the host for the rest of the week.  Jack Paar took over in 1957, and hosted for five years, but the next host became a staple of the show for the next three decades.  What is this NBC late-night program, starring Johnny Carson, Jay Leno, and in 2009, Conan O'Brien?

ANSWER:  "The _Tonight Show"_

5.  Spike TV, Comedy Central, Nickelodeon and MTV are all subsidiaries of -- what media conglomerate?

answer: _Viacom_

6.  It is rather ironic that he died just a week before the armistice ending World War I was signed. Who is this poet noted for such "war" poems as "Futility," "Disabled," and "In Flanders Field."

ANSWER: Wilfred _ Owen _

7.  This city's king Umammu established the first known written code of laws in 2100 BC, preceding Hammurabi's code by over 400 years. It is cited by the Bible as the birthplace of Abraham. What is this ancient Mesopotamian city that might also be a sound coming from a Scholastic Bowl player who does not know the answer? 

answer: _Ur_ or _Urim_ [OO-rim]

8.  German and Austro-Hungarian units freed from fighting on the Eastern Front made the difference in this October 1917 battle. The Italians had no mobile reserves and once their lines were broken, a rout ensued. What was this disastrous Italian defeat in World War I whose aftermath was described in Ernest Hemmingway's A Farewell To Arms?

answer: Battle of _Caporeto_

9.  Actor Dean Stockwell is her godfather, as he appeared with her father in "The Boy with Green Hair."  She played Emily Bowen-Quartermaine on the daytime soap opera "General Hospital" for six years, but what 21-year old actress is now best known for her primetime portrayal of Joan Girardi on CBS's "Joan of Arcadia"?

ANSWER:  Amber _Tamblyn_

10.  They stimulate our immune systems to produce antibodies. Some activists have complained that they cause autism in children. By what name do we know these chemicals given in the form of shots that consist of weakened or dead virus, and are meant to prevent the occurrence of a disease or diseases?

ANSWER: _vaccines_

11.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 100 degrees in radians, expressed in terms of pi?

ANSWER: _5pi/9_

12.  To this day, this religion's followers turn in prayer towards Acre [AH-kruh], where its founder died in 1892. Its calendar consists of 19 months of 19 days. This religion's followers believe in Messengers of God that represent the furtherance of human spirituality. What is this faith whose Messengers are Moses, Krishna, Buddha, Zoroaster, Jesus, Muhammad and the Bab?

answer: _Baha'i_ Faith

13.  Banks usually retain only a percentage of their deposits on hand. They will then lend out the remainder of their deposits -- profiting off the interest. What is this banking system called?

answer: _fractional-reserve_ banking

14.  In English grammar, if a noun is not proper, abstract or collective, it is given this name. What is this term whose name indicates that there are many nouns in this class?  

ANSWER: _ common _

15.  It legitimized the particle theory of light and won Albert Einstein his Nobel Prize.  Name this effect that governs light causing metal to eject electrons.

ANSWER: _photoelectric_ effect

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Which member of the Russian Five composed the tone poem "A Night on Bald Mountain" and the opera _Boris Godunov_ (GOO-dun-ov)?

ANSWER:  Modest _Mussorgsky_

1B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two over the quantity four x minus four is less than zero.  {2/(4x-4) < 0}  What is the solution set for x?

ANSWER: _x is less than 1_

2A.  Whose law states that the rate of diffusion of a gas is inversely proportional to the square root of its molecular mass?

ANSWER: _Graham's_ law

2B.  What former senior fashion editor at _Vogue_ magazine has designed wedding dresses for Sharon Stone, Uma Thurman, and Mariah Carey?

ANSWER:  Vera _Wang_

3A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If boys and girls are equally likely, what are the odds that there is exactly 1 boy in a 3-child family, taking birth order into account?

ANSWER: _3/8_ (bgg, gbg, ggb) NOTE: 1/4 is not acceptable because of order.

3B.  What name is shared by a sleeveless outer garment fastened at the throat and worn over the back and shoulders, and by a point or head of land projecting into the ocean?

answer: _cape_

4A.  At what September 480 BC battle did a small Greek fleet defeat the 1200-ship Persian armada of Xerxes I?

answer: _Salamis_

4B.  What general won the Mexican War battle of Chapultepec and was known as "Old Fuss and Feathers?"

answer: Winfield _Scott_

5A.  Name the American writer and political activist whose novels, such as _The Bean Trees_ and _Pigs in Heaven_, concern the strength and endurance of the poor and disenfranchised people of the American Southwest.

ANSWER: Barbara  _ Kingsolver _

5B.  Nerve cells are long and skinny with two extensions leading to and from the cell body. One of the extensions is called the dendrites. What is the other extension called?

ANSWER: _axon_

6A.  Fred Flintstone worked in a quarry for several tough bosses, including Mr. Slate.  Flint, which often forms along with limestone or chalk, falls into a different major category of rock types than does slate.  Is the rock after which Fred is named igneous, sedimentary, or metamorphic?

ANSWER: _sedimentary_

6B.  Name the French existential writer known primarily for her relationship with Sartre (SARR-truh) and her feminist work _The Second Sex_.

ANSWER: Simone Lucie-Ernestine-Marie-Bertrand _ de Beauvoir _ (boe-vwah)

7A.  He is sent to France but returns home after his father's death where he finds his sister has gone insane. Who is this son of Polonius killed by Hamlet?

ANSWER: _ Laertes _ (lay-UR-teez)

7B. THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If the total mass of H2SO4 is 98, and sulfur's mass is 32, then to the nearest percent, what is the percentage of sulfur in the compound?

ANSWER: _33_% (32.65%)

8A.  Idi Amin was the dictator of -- what country?

answer: _Uganda_

8B.  What term is given to a legal pronouncement in Islam, such as that various ones by Iranian mullahs sentencing Salman Rushdie to death?

answer: _fatwa_ [fet-wuh] (plural is fataawa)

9A.  What man, the former head of the American occupation in Iraq, came out in October saying the U.S. had too few troops for the occupation?

answer: Paul _Bremer_

9B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many unique diagonals can be drawn inside a seven-sided polygon?

ANSWER: _14_ (D= .5n(n - 3))

10A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. $14,000 is invested for seven years at one-half percent simple monthly interest.  What is the balance after that time, if the final balance includes both the principal and the earned interest?

ANSWER: _$19,880_

10B.  Virginia does not have -- what type of election by which a state's voters can remove an elected official from office during the middle of his term?

answer: _recall_ election

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  It started around 1750; minor figures during this period included Thomas Arne, Andre Gretry, and the Philidor family.  Johann Stamitz founded the Mannheim school during this time, but Vienna was the epicenter for the three dominant figures.  Identify this period of music, whose major composers included Joseph Haydn, Wolfgang Mozart, and Ludwig van Beethoven.

ANSWER:  _Classical_ Period

2.  This commercial is named for the flower the young girl is plucking at its beginning. Although it only ran once, it caused a firestorm in the 1964 Presidential campaign for its implication that Barry Goldwater would start a nuclear war. What is this commercial that intoned, "Vote for President Johnson on November 3. The stakes are too high for you to stay home?"

answer: the _Daisy_ Girl commercial

3.  It is the only Semitic language written in the Latin alphabet, as the two small Mediterranean islands where it is spoken have been Christian since being conquered in 1127 A.D. by the Order of St. John. What is this language spoken in the city of Valletta? 

ANSWER: _Maltese_ 

4.  Use your knowledge of prefixes and roots and give me the word for a government  ruled jointly by four people.

ANSWER: _ Tetrarchy _ 

5.  Every 1-3 years in humid regions, a flood will occur that fills a river to its banks.  Less often, water overflows the banks and deposits sediment on the neighboring flood plain.  Name the natural ridges that develop as coarse sediment is deposited on the flood plain near the river channel.  Civil engineers also build similar ridges to control flooding.

ANSWER: _levees_

6.  The Great Dividing Range splits the densely populated coast of this state from the arid plains to the west. The cities of Wollongong and Newcastle are in this state that entirely surrounds the Australian Capital Territory. What is this Australian state whose capital is Sydney?

answer: _New South Wales_

7.  What is the type of error in computer programming that involves the structure of the source code and generally causes problems when the program is compiled?

ANSWER: _syntax_

8.  His students included his brother Dirck and Judith Leyster, the first renowned Northern European female artist.  He painted nine group portraits; foremost among those were _Shrovetide Revelers_ and _Officers of the Militia Company of St. George_.  Who was this Dutch artist, born in 1580, best known for _The Laughing Cavalier_?

ANSWER:  Frans _Hals_

9.  In what novel does an American professor work with a group of guerillas during the Spanish Civil War to blow up a bridge? The novel's title comes from a John Donne (dun) essay and was written by Ernest Hemingway.

ANSWER: _ For Whom the Bell Tolls _

10.  The 16th century scientist Edward Kelley had a pair of powders that when mixed together and then mixed with mercury, could allegedly form gold. This is closest man has come to finding -- what mythical substance long-sought by alchemists that can turn base metals into gold?

answer: _philosopher's stone_ (do not accept sorceror's stone, that only exists in Harry Potter movies.)

11.  There are 3 three types of blood cells. Which type is responsible for carrying a small amount of carbon dioxide?

ANSWER: _red_ blood cells or _erythrocytes_

12.  Famous natives of this city include Juliette Gordon Low, Clarence Thomas and Flannery O'Connor. General William Tecumseh Sherman thought it was too beautiful to burn down, and gave it to Abraham Lincoln as a Christmas present. The first city founded in the colony of Georgia was -- what coastal city near the South Carolina border?

answer: _Savannah_, Georgia

13.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two standard dice are rolled.  What is the probability that their sum is 7 or 11?

ANSWER: _2/9_ (accept equivalents)

14.  Her collection of poems, "Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral" was published in 1773. Who is this poet that was the first African-American poet?

answer: Phillis _Wheatley_

15.  He reigned from 2356 to 2256 BCE.  Believing in meritocracy, he disinherited his slacker son Tan Chu, choosing Shun to be his successor instead.  Who was this sage-emperor, considered by Confucians to be the founder of China, and whose name lives on in a 7-foot, 5-inch basketball star for the Houston Rockets?

ANSWER:  _Yao_

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  Her biography is called "If I Knew Then ..." and came out in late September. She still lives on Long Island, is 30 years old now, with one child and another on the way. In 1999, she left prison for the 1992 shooting of her lover's wife. Who is this woman best known for her relationship with Joey Buttafuoco? 

answer: Amy _Fisher_

2.  The Cook thinks of ham sandwiches and pie as he and his traveling companions try to reach land in what Stephen Crane short story?

ANSWER:  "The _ Open Boat" _

3.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the difference between the square root of quantity x plus y and the square root of x plus the square root of y, if x equals 25 and y equals 144?

ANSWER: _4_ (13 versus 17)

4.   A pioneer of radio astronomy in the Netherlands, he and fellow workers determined in the 1950s that our Galaxy has a spiral structure. As a result of his study of comets, he theorized that the Sun is surrounded by a distant cloud of material, bits of which are occasionally hurled into the solar system as comets through the effects of nearby stars or interstellar materials, a theory that is now accepted and named for him. Who is this Dutch astronomer?

ANSWER: Jan Hendrik _ Oort _ (ohrt) 

5.  In 1960, it was the world's fourth-largest lake, but by 1998, it was the world's eighth-largest lake and in fact has broken into two. Inefficient Soviet irrigation systems are to blame for the shrinkage of -- what lake located between Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan and to the east of the Caspian Sea?

answer: _Aral_ Sea

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

