Virginia High School League Scholastic Bowl
page 6
2004-05 District Competition

Match #29


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher, Ross Irwin, Jason Mueller and Fred Morlan are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  According to one of her songs, this multi-untalented performer believes she is "a simple girl in a complex world."  She has a recurring role as Cecilia on the WB show "Seventh Heaven," but her album _Autobiography_ has garnered her the most attention.  Name this singer of the tunes "Shadow" and "Pieces of Me," the younger sister of Jessica.

ANSWER:  _A_shlee _Simpson_

2.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is a times b-squared quantity cubed over the product a-squared times b to the negative eighth, {(a * b^2)^3 / (a^2 * b^-8)} expressed in simplified form without negative exponents?

ANSWER: _a times b to the 14th_ (a * b^14 or simply ab^14)

3.  "Davy Crockett" is an example of a story told in verse that is usually meant to be sung. What is this literary term?

ANSWER: _ Ballad _ 

4.  He was the first governor of Virginia after it became a Commonwealth. Considered the most radical American politician of the late 18th century, what Virginian is best known for saying "If this be treason, make the most of it," and "I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death!"

answer: Patrick _Henry_

5.  How many atoms are in one molecule of benzene?

answer: _12_  

6.  The Qur'an mentions by name twenty-five people with this title; among them are Adam, Moses, Solomon, John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. However, the last and most important is Muhammad. What is this title given in Islam to someone who has directly communicated with God?

answer: _prophet_ 

7.  His first important work was a fantastic tale "A Walk from Holmen's Canal to the East Point of the Island of Amager in the Years 1828 and 1829," but that is not the work for which this storyteller is remembered. Name the man who wrote such stories as "Little Claus and Big Claus," "The Tinderbox," "The Princess and the Pea," "The Ugly Duckling," and "The Little Mermaid."

ANSWER: Hans Christian _ Anderson _ 

8.  He chose his pen name, a name that belonged to a man who had once worked at the South Sea House with his brother John, because he liked the sound of it. Who is this English essayist that, with his sister Mary, retold Shakespeare's romantic plays under the title _Tales from Shakespeare_. 

ANSWER: Charles _ Lamb _ or accept the pen name of Elia (el-li-uh)

9.  This disease is the most common lethal genetic disease in the U.S. What is this disease, where the mucus in the pancreatic tubes is so thick and viscous that bowel movements are large, frequent, and very smelly?

ANSWER: _Cystic fibrosis_

10.  It is the third-largest island in the world. Located on it are the Indonesian provinces of East, South, West and Central Kalimantan [kah-lee-MAHN-tahn], the Malaysian provinces of Sabah and Sarawak, and an independent sultanate. What is this island that the Sultan of Brunei calls home?

answer: _Borneo_

11.  In the 3rd century BC, he said that a man has a natural right to "life, liberty, and safety." He also admitted women and slaves into his school, a practice that shocked the Greek world. Today, people who enjoy good food and drink believe they follow his philosophy. Who was this philosopher that actually advocating a life of simple pleasures? 

answer: _Epicurus_ 

12.  President Adams never used them, and only one foreigner was deported and but ten Americans were ever convicted under them. The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions were passed to oppose -- what set of four laws passed in 1798 to allegedly protect the United States against "dangerous" foreigners?

answer: _Alien and Sedition_ Acts

13.  This poetical meter, used in Dante's _Divine Comedy_, consists of three-line stanzas in which the second line rhymes with the first and third of the following stanza. What is this meter, also used in Shelley's "Ode to the West Wind"?

ANSWER: _ Terza rima _

14.  His plays include The Garden Party, Protest and Redevelopment. He then turned to politics, and was elected President of his nation in 1989. Despite overseeing the 1993 breakup of his nation, he was elected to two terms as President of one of its successor states. Who is this man, the first post-Communist President of Czechoslovakia?

answer: Vaclav _Havel_

15.  Some weather satellites like GOES [G-O-E-S] are designed to observe the same region of the Earth continuously, so they orbit the earth once per day. What is the name for the orbit that these satellites occupy?

ANSWER: _geostationary_ (accept _geosynchronous_)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  What is the SI unit of inductance?

ANSWER: _henry_

1B.  On the game show "Wheel of Fortune," what are the five consonants and one vowel that contestants automatically get to help them solve the Bonus Round puzzle?

ANSWER:  _R, S, T, L, N, and E_ (accept in any order)

2A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In how many ways can you pick 12 items from a 15-item buffet, if order is irrelevant?

ANSWER: _455_

2B.  Fern fronds grow from stems located underground. Tubers, such as potatoes, are examples of these as well. What are these underground stems called?

ANSWER: _rhizome_ or creeping _rootstalk_

3A.  When French troops occupied Mexico between 1863 and 1867, who was installed as the Emperor of Mexico, but later executed by the pro-republic forces of Benito Juarez [wah-RES]?

answer: _Maximilian_ I

3B.  Preston Brooks' sole claim to fame is the near-fatal cane beating of -- what Massachusetts Senator and abolitionist?

answer: Charles _Sumner_

4A.  Name the novel published in 1925 by Theodore Dreiser that was based on the Gillette Brown murder case.

ANSWER: _ _An American Tragedy_ _

4B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For 0 is less than x is less than 360 degrees, what are the values of x that satisfy 2 cosine x minus 1 equals 0?

ANSWER: _60 and 300_ degrees

5A.  Which Italian neo-realist director of the films "Open City" and "Stromboli" married Ingrid Bergman and had a child named Isabella?

ANSWER:  Roberto _Rossellini_

5B.  In what Jane Austen novel will you find the characters Harriet Smith, Jane Fairfax, and Miss Woodhouse?

ANSWER: _ _Emma_ _

6A.  What word is used in German to negate verbs, similar to the English word "not?"

ANSWER: _nicht_ [NISHT is the closest English pronunciation]

6B.  Identify the predicate nominative in the sentence "At the end of the game, UVA was the winner."

ANSWER: _winner_

7A.  On October 8, 2004, Iraqi militants executed Kenneth Bigley, who was a citizen of -- what nation?

answer: _Great Britain_ or the _United Kingdom_ or the _UK_

7B.  He found that those birds with powerful beaks ate large seeds, those with smaller beaks ate small seeds, and those with fine beaks fed primarily on insects, postulating that each bird was particularly suited to the food available in the environment. Who was this naturalist for whom a group of finches is named?

ANSWER: Charles _ Darwin _

8A.  What name is given to the practice of drawing oddly shaped electoral districts to guarantee the victory of a certain political party in that district?

answer: _gerrymandering_

8B.  What name is given to the Mayan and Aztec rain god, often worshipped in mountain shrines, especially atop a peak near Tenochtitlan [teh-noh-CHEE-tlahn]?

ANSWER:  _Tlaloc_ [TLAH-lawk]

9A.  The starship Enterprise has had a number of captains.  Name the Shakespearean actor who played the captain of the Enterprise, Jean-Luc Picard, on Star Trek: The Next Generation.

ANSWER: Patrick _Stewart_

9B.  Mallorca, Menorca and Ibiza [ee-BEE-sah] are the three largest of -- what island chain in the Western Mediterranean?

answer: _Balearic_ Islands

10A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the equation of a line through the point (5,-3) (five, comma, negative three), with slope equal to two, in slope intercept form?

ANSWER: _y equals two x minus thirteen_ {y = 2x - 13}

10B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Vector A has elements -2, 3, 4.  Vector B has elements 1, -1, 1.  What is B dot A?

ANSWER: _-1_

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  In early 1839, the U.S. authorized 50,000 men and appropriated $10 million to fight this "war" against Great Britain, or specifically the Province of New Brunswick. The Webster-Ashburton treaty ended -- what conflict over the woods of northern Maine and western New Brunswick?

answer: _Aroostook_ War

2.  "The sun that brief December day / Rose cheerless over hills of gray, / And, darkly circled, gave at noon / A sadder light than waning moon." These are the opening lines of what John Greenleaf Whittier poem?

ANSWER: _ "Snowbound" _ 

3.  QUXGA, 1080i/1080p, WUXGA, SXGA+ (read as: S-X-G-A-"plus"), XGA, SVGA and VGA are all types of display standards for what piece of computer hardware?

ANSWER: _monitor_

4.  In 1822, this man opened the Diorama, a theater for displaying large panoramic views.  Two years later he began work on fixing the images of a camera obscura, and when he found out that Joseph Niepce (nee-EPS) was doing the same thing, he formed a partnership.  Name this French photography pioneer, known for his eponymous process that produced an image on a silver-coated copper plate.

ANSWER:  Louis _Daguerre_ (dah-GAIR)

5.  This song can give you a strange lesson in geography.  Its composer wrote it either in Pittsburgh or in Cincinnati in 1848, and the song itself discusses the Deep South extensively, yet the Forty-Niners adopted it as their anthem during the California Gold Rush.  Identify this Stephen Collins Foster tune in which the singer tells the title woman that he has "come from Alabama with a banjo on [his] knee."

ANSWER:  _"Oh! Susanna"_  

6.  "Down in the shadow of the penitentiary / Out by the gas fires of the refinery / I'm ten years burning down the road / Nowhere to run ain't got nowhere to go."  These are lyrics from the last verse of what 1984 Bruce Springsteen classic, actually an anti-Vietnam War song, but embraced by Ronald Reagan as a patriotic anthem?

ANSWER:  _"Born in the U.S.A."_

7.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the maximum value of the function y equals five plus the sine of ten x (y = 5 + sin 10x)?

ANSWER: _6_ (the normal maximum value of sin x is 1, and adding five to that yields six. The 10x is irrelevant and just compresses the sine curve.)

8.  Unlike in anarchy, under this form of "government," also called ochlocracy [oh-KLOH-krah-see], there are not even social norms that are usually followed. Might makes right in resolving disputes -- at least temporarily. What two-word term in civics is used to describe a government by a disorganized mass of people?

answer: _mob rule_ 

9.  She wrote five novels under her pseudonym of John Sedges, but is much better known for works such as _Dragon Seed_, _Imperial Woman_, and the primary work for which she won the 1938 Nobel in Literature, _The Good Earth_. Name this West Virginia-born author.

ANSWER: Pearl Sydenstricker _ Buck _

10.  Which principal energy level -- or first quantum number -- of an atom contains an electron with the lowest energy?

ANSWER: _one_

11.  The "B" version of this script was used by the Mycenaeans and has largely been deciphered. What is this script whose "A" version was used by the Minoans and remains undeciphered to this day?

answer: _Linear_

12.  Former army officer Abdullahi Yusuf was elected in October by this nation's parliament to serve as interim president. He is the first head of state since 1991, when military dictator Mohammad Siad [see-AHD] Barre [bah-RAY] was overthrown. What is this country whose capital is Mogadishu?

answer: _Somalia_

13.  This tube is longer in males than females. What is this tube that carries urine from the bladder to outside the body?

ANSWER: _urethra_

14.  This novel relates the grim plight of a well-intentioned man made aware of "huge cloudy meanings behind the daily face of things." The title character is tied to his sickly and demanding wife, Zeena, on their barren New England farm and, in time, is drawn toward the young Mattie. Name this classic work by Edith Wharton.

ANSWER: _ _Ethan Frome_ _ 

15.  This law makes blood oxygenators and kidney dialysis possible.  Name this law that states that the amount of gas dissolved in a solute is directly proportional to the pressure of the gas above the surface.

ANSWER: _Henry's_ law

Spare questions 
(Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  Sometimes, he helped the Ottoman Sultan, putting down a revolt in the Arabian Peninsula and helping the Sultan fight the Greeks in their War of Independence. Usually, he fought against the Sultan, nearly overthrowing the Empire in 1833. Who was this ruler of Egypt, probably most famous for exterminating the Mamluks and for sharing a name with a famous boxer?

answer: _Muhammad Ali_

2.  The branch of biology dealing with structure is morphology, but what is the branch that deals with mechanical, physical and biochemical function? 

ANSWER: _physiology_ (prompt on "medicine") 

3.  It has humorous and realistic portrayals of Faithful, Hopeful, Pliant, Obstinate, and Mr. Worldly Wiseman as well as the protagonist Christian, who travels the road to salvation from the City of Destruction to the Celestial City. Name this allegory by John Bunyan.

ANSWER: _The _ Pilgrim's Progress_ _  

4.  James Taylor, R.E.M., Bruce Springsteen and the Dixie Chicks were among the performers in -- what tour where musicians joined together to encourage people to vote for John Kerry?

answer: _Vote For Change_

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is seven and eighty six hundredths times four and six tenths? {7.86 * 4.6}

ANSWER: _36.156_

All questions ©2004 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

