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Match #2


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the Region level. Shawn Pickrell, Marian Suter, Adam Fine, Chris Moretti, Susan Gallaher and Ross Irwin are the authors of these questions.

Regions must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the Region competition or the schools that are members of the given Region, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all Region champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, worth 10 points

1.  After two unsuccessful attempts as a playwright, he achieved some recognition for The Mulatto, a play portraying the evils of slavery. He tried his hand at writing novels, and was moderately successful. Who is this man who achieved his greatest literary success writing children's tales, such as "The Snow Queen, " "The Fir Tree," "The Red Shoes," and "The Ugly Duckling"?

ANSWER: Hans Christian _   Andersen _

2.  His most famous sermon is called the "City on a Hill" sermon. He was elected colonial governor before even leaving for the New World and was re-elected several times before his 1649 death. Who was this first governor of the Massachusetts Bay colony?

answer: John _Winthrop_

3.  What is maximum number of electrons that can be held in the d orbitals?

ANSWER: _10_

4.  In December, work began on 38 acres near Fredericksburg on the museum dedicated to this. Richmond Mayor Douglas Wilder is one of the proponents of a museum dedicated to -- what unfortunate part of pre-Civil War American history? 

answer: U.S. National _Slavery_ Museum

5.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the minimum possible sum of the digits in a 10-digit phone number, if no two consecutive digits are the same, and there are no zeros in the number?

ANSWER: _15_

6.  One of his brothers, Johann Evangelist, was a tenor singer, while his father was the mayor of the village of Rohrau [ROH-row].  After years of struggle as a freelance musician, he became Kapellmeister for Count von Morzin, which led to his association with the Esterhazy family.  Which composer wrote the Paris Symphonies and the "Seven Last Words of Christ" before leaving the Esterhazys for symphonic fame in London? 

ANSWER:  Franz Joseph _Haydn_ (HIGH-den)

7.  Name the nonliving particle being described: it can cause glorious colors in some flowers. It can also cause polio, is noncellular, and only reproduces inside specific host cells.

ANSWER: _virus_

8.   Edgon Heath is the setting of this novel that features the return of Clym Yeobright and his wife Eustacia from the bright lights of Paris. Name this Thomas Hardy novel.

ANSWER: The _  Return of the Native  _

9.  Originally, it was meant to define any fee given for the use of money. However, in the Renaissance, moderate amounts of interest attached to loans became tolerated in the Christian world. What is this term that now defines an excessive interest rate, as well as the state laws used to protect against this practice?

answer: _usury_

10.  The words first, second, and third are examples of what specific type of numerical pronouns?

ANSWER: _  Ordinal  _

11.   What 1851 novel is centered around a Massachusetts home which has been under a curse put on the house and family by "Wizard" Maule, many years earlier? It was written by Nathaniel Hawthorne.

ANSWER: _ The House of the Seven Gables _

12.  The improved crab harvest from the Chesapeake has been followed by an improved harvest of this sea animal. The Maryland Department of Natural Resources is also considering putting an Asian variety of this sea animal in the Chesapeake in the hope that they will be more resistant to disease. What is this animal that traditionally is harvested in months with an "r" in it?

answer: _oyster_s

13.  His first prime ministry collapsed in 1852 after his foreign Secretary, Lord Palmerston, recognized Napoleon III's coup without his or royal approval. He took over again after Palmerston died in 1865. Who is this Prime Minister best known for his lackluster response to the Irish Potato Famine?

answer: Lord (or Earl) John _Russell_

14.  One of her first movie roles was as a record executive's daughter in 2001's "Pootie Tang."  The title character in the TV film "Gracie's Choice," she has also guest starred on "Everwood" and "Deadwood," but in 2004 this 24-year old has won critical acclaim for playing a high school detective.  Who is this star of the UPN TV show "Veronica Mars"?

ANSWER:  Kristen _Bell_

15.  Christian Huygens [HOY-ghenz] predicted its existence. It was considered to be the frame of reference in which the Maxwell equations held. What substance's existence was disproven by the Michelson-Morley experiment, a substance thought to be the medium for light?

answer: luminiferous _aether_ (or ether)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, worth 10 points

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  Arlington County is the smallest county by land area in Virginia. What county on the Middle Peninsula is the second-smallest county in Virginia? 

answer: _Mathews_ County

1B.  Name the Thomas Wolfe sequel to Look Homeward, Angel, in which Eugene Gant leaves his Southern home for Harvard, New York City and Europe.

ANSWER: _  Of Time and the River: _ A Legend of Man's Hunger in His Youth

2A.  Name the smallest of the four large moons of Jupiter; it is the second of those moons in order away from the planet. This moon is known for having a thick crust of ice over an ocean of liquid water.

ANSWER: _Europa_

2B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. f of x equals the square root of the sum 2x plus 3.  g of x equals x-squared minus 1.  What is f of g of f of three? {f(g(f(3)))}

ANSWER: _SQRT(19)_

3A.   Name the Ben Jonson social satire in which the title character and his servant, Mosca, lead his friends to believe he possesses a large fortune and lead each friend to believe that he will be the beneficiary.

ANSWER: _  Volpone  _ (accept The Fox)

3B.  After the execution of Father Hidalgo [ee-DAHL-goh] in 1811, what mestizo priest took up the leadership of the Mexican rebellion until his own execution in 1815?

answer: Jose Maria _Morelos_ [moh-RAY-lohs]

4A.  Which British actress has starred in "The Last Days of Disco," "Brokedown Palace," "Pearl Harbor," "Van Helsing," and most recently as Ava Gardner in "The Aviator"?

ANSWER:  Kate _Beckinsale_

4B.  Name the German-Russian biologist and founder of modern embryology. His name, although spelled differently, is the same as that of a well-known brand of aspirin.

ANSWER: Karl Ernst von  _  Baer  _

5A.  Every secant line contains what interior line segment of a circle?

ANSWER: _chord_ (NOT diameter)

5B.  Other than the serpent in the Garden of Eden, whose ass was the only animal that could talk in the Old Testament?

answer: _Balaam_

6A.  Virginia is technically not a state, but a "Commonwealth." How many other states have "Commonwealth" status?

answer: _three_ (Kentucky, Massachusetts and Pennsylvania)

6B.  What hypothetical magnetic particle would possess a net magnetic charge?

answer: _monopole_ (all real magnetic particles are dipoles, which have equal positive and negative charges)

7A.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Two standard dice are tossed.  What is the probability that the maximum number on either -- or both -- of the two faces showing is a three?

ANSWER: _5/36_

7B.   Name the American novel that features the characters Meyer Wolfsheim, George and Myrtle Wilson, and Jordan Baker.

ANSWER:  The _  Great Gatsby  _

8A.  Most people know that Watson and Crick won the Nobel Prize for discovering the structure of DNA in 1953. Who was the third man, a Brit, who also was awarded the prize?

ANSWER: Maurice _Wilkins_

8B.  Nahum Tate wrote the libretto to what one-hour opera, completed in 1689 by Henry Purcell, a story about the Queen of Carthage, first loved then spurned by a Trojan hero?

ANSWER:  _"Dido and Aeneas"_

9A.  Who is the leader of the Ukrainian opposition that won the Presidential election there over Viktor Yanukovych?

answer: Viktor _Yushchenko_ [YOOSH-chain-koh]

9B.  What investigative journalist of Danish descent is best known for his 1890 photographic book, _How the Other Half Lives_?

answer: Jacob _Riis_ [REES]

10A.  In biology, it refers to a similarity in form, as in organisms of different ancestry. In chemistry, it refers to a close similarity in the crystalline structure of two or more substances of similar chemical composition. What is the 11-letter word?

ANSWER: _ Isomorphism _ (accept isomorphous)

10B.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the octal number 125 in binary?

ANSWER: _1010101_ (just convert each digit of the octal number to binary and concatenate them together)

Third period, 15 toss-ups, worth 10 points
1.  In computer science, they are the synchronization primitives used to coordinate the activities of two or more processes running at the same time and sharing information.  What are these signaling devices that use flags, lights, and mechanical arms to send information and are used by railroads and on ships?

ANSWER: _  Semaphore(s) _

2.  In Java, what statement is usually paired with "catch" when attempting to catch exceptions, and contains the code executed if things go correctly?

answer: _try_

3.  Characters in this book include Cleopatra Highbourne, the 102-year old owner of Cayo Loco; Captain Kirk, a fishing trip leader; and Ix-Nay, a Native American shaman.  Tully Mars must find the lost lens to the lighthouse on the island of Cayo Loco in what 2004 novel, the first in a decade by the King of Margaritaville, Jimmy Buffett?

ANSWER:  A _Salty Piece of Land_

4.  What state is home to Canyonlands, Arches, and Bryce National Parks?

ANSWER: _Utah_

5.  This city's name means "the Subduer" in Arabic. It is the home to the al-Azhar mosque -- the university associated with it is the oldest surviving university in the world. It was the seat of power for the Fatimid and Mameluke dynasties for nearly 900 years. What is this city, the capital of Egypt?

answer: _Cairo_

6.  THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A fair coin is flipped 10 times.  If the first eight flips were heads, what is the probability that two of the ten flips were tails?

ANSWER: _1/4_ (since the first eight flips were heads, it's basically the chance of the last two coming up tails)

7.  What monarch is popularly believed to be the first carrier of hemophilia?

ANSWER: _Queen Victoria_

8.  He was selling milkshake mixers to two brothers who owned a San Bernadino, California, restaurant, when he decided to enter the restaurant business, using the brothers' methods of factory-like mass production to produce cheap, "fast" food. Who is this founder of the McDonalds Corporation that pioneered its franchising system?

answer: Ray _Kroc_

9.  He was a vigorous advocate of socialism, feminism, evolutionism, nationalism, and the advancement of science. Name this first great writer of science fiction who wrote The First Man in the Moon, The Island of Dr. Moreau, and The Time Machine.

ANSWER: Herbert George _ Wells   _

10.  This land's first three kings were brothers who emigrated from Arcadia.  Tecmatus, the great-grandson of Deucalion, became king here next, followed by Asterius III, who married a Phoenician princess named Europa.  On what largest Greek island did Europa give birth to Minos, the king who had Daedalus build a Labyrinth to subdue the Minotaur?

ANSWER:  _Crete_

11.  This farmer is promised ten years of material wealth in exchange for giving his soul to the devil. Name the protagonist for whom Daniel Webster presents the defense in the short story "The Devil and Daniel Webster."

ANSWER: Jabez _  Stone  _

12.  His 1975 film "The Story of Adele H." is about the pathological life of Victor Hugo's daughter.  His first full-length production, 1959's "The 400 Blows," was the first to feature the alter ego Antoine Doinel.  Who was this master French New Wave director, best known for the 1961 film "Jules and Jim"?

ANSWER:  Francois _Truffaut_ (troo-FOH)

13.  Since 1979, this country has been ruled by the former Flight Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings. Kwame Nkrumah [neh-KROO-muah] was this country's first leader. It was the first country in colonial Africa to gain its independence. What is this country whose capital is Accra?

answer: _Ghana_

14.  What process occurs when a blue crystal of copper sulfate with water added turns white after being heated?

ANSWER: _water leaves the crystal_ or _dehydration_

15.  The Vedas refer to but four of them, but literally dozens were created over the centuries. The influence of Mahatma Gandhi helped break up the system based on them. Today, their influence is combated by a system of quotas for people in the lower ranks of -- what system by which Indian society stratified itself for centuries?

answer: the _caste_ system

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  Some structures, such as the wing of a bat and the wing of a bird are very similar due to their similar function, but not their structure. What are such structures called?

ANSWER: _analogous_ structures

2.  It started on June 29, 1892, when the Amalgamated Association of Iron and Steel Workers called a strike at a Pennsylvania steel plant. Henry Frick, the company's manager, fought back, and on July 6, an armed battle between the strikers and Pinkerton detectives was fought. What was this disaster for the labor movement, fought over wages at Andrew Carnegie's steel mills?

answer: _Homestead_ strike

3.  The centroid of a triangle is the intersection of -- what three lines drawn between each vertex and the midpoint of the opposite side?

answer: _median_s

4.  Elimelech [ee-LIE-meh-lek] settled in the land of Moab during a famine in Judah, and his son, Mahlon [MAH-loan], married her. Unlike her sister-in-law, Orpah, she chose to stay with her mother-in-law, Naomi, and eventually became an Israelite. Who is this woman that married Boaz, the title character of a Biblical book?

answer: _Ruth_

5.  This language is the official language of Andorra, and is also an official language of the Balearic Islands and several regions of northeast Spain. What is this Indo-European language related to Spanish and spoken mostly in the region around Barcelona?

answer: _Catalan_
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