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Match #11


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups

1.  
This term used in logic consists of two parts: an initial set of assertions, called premises, and the logical result of the assertions, called a conclusion. What is this term in logic that has nothing to do with two people having an unpleasant disagreement?

ANSWER: argument
2.  
One became Prime Minister at the tender age of 24, serving eighteen years in that position. The other served as War Minister during the Seven Years' War, leading the English to victory in the Americas and helping Prussia maintain the status quo in Europe. What is this name shared by two Prime Ministers of England, one the 'Elder', the other the 'Younger', for whom a city in Western Pennsylvania is today named?

ANSWER: William Pitt
3.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Convert the binary number 1001011 (one zero zero one zero one one) into a decimal number.

ANSWER:  75
4.  
There are four of these on the earth -- two of them move between 20 and 50 degrees in each hemisphere, the other, stronger one moves between 30 and 70 degrees in each hemisphere. When two air masses of different temperature meet, a narrow band of high winds will arise about five miles above the Earth's surface. What are these bands, whose name arises from the fact that they will interfere or aid with airplane travel?

ANSWER: jet streams

5. 
This American author has won Pulitzer Prizes for four literary works:  Armies of the Night, Oswald's Tale, The Naked and the Dead, and The Executioner's Song. Name him. 

ANSWER: Norman Mailer
6.  
Unlike the Industrial Workers of the World, it sought to preserve the basic structures of capitalism while attempting to maintain and expand workers' rights. Samuel Gompers was the first leader of what association of labor unions from which John L. Lewis broke off in 1938 to form the Congress of Industrial Organizations?

ANSWER: American Federation of Labor or AFL (accept AFL-CIO *before* 'Congress of Industrial Organizations' is said)

7.  
First he said it.  Then he said he didn't say it, and then he apologized for saying it and for saying that he didn't say it.  Who is this Virginia resident, founder of the Christian Broadcasting Network, who called for the assassination of Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez?

ANSWER: Pat Robertson
8.  
The formula for it is natural logarithm of 2 divided by lambda, where lambda is the decay constant.  Name this term for the time needed for a radioactive sample to decrease by 50%.

ANSWER:  half-life
9.  
As of 2004, around 7% of people under 18 have been diagnosed with it, with over twice as many boys as girls. 30% of sufferers continue to have it as an adult, where coping strategies become important. Sceptics claim this disease is overdiagnosed to increase sales of drugs like Ritalin. What is this disorder marked by inattentiveness or impulsiveness?

ANSWER: attention-deficit hyperactivity disorder or ADHD (accept attention-deficit disorder or ADD)

10. 
His poems evoke Irish history and draw on myth and unique aspects of the Irish experience. Name this prizewinning poet who wrote Glamore Sonnets, Wintering Out, Seeing Things, and the collection Death of a Naturalist.

ANSWER: Seamus (shay-mus) Heaney (he-ne)

11.  
In 1952, a French economist coined this term, which originally meant countries that were neither part of the United States and its allies nor the Soviet Union and its allies. What is this term that today is used to describe countries that are extremely poor?

ANSWER: Third World
12. 
Although his surname is most associated with a line of kitchen appliances, what man is credited with developing the air brake for use on railroads?

ANSWER: George Westinghouse
13.  
What is the molecular mass of carbon dioxide?

ANSWER:  44
14.  
This quote was recently named by the American Film Institute as the most memorable line in cinema history. It is preceded by the lines "If you go, where shall I go? What shall I do?" Margaret Mitchell, the author of the book, did not include the first word. With what eight words is Vivien Leigh dismissed by Clark Gable in the movie Gone with the Wind?

ANSWER: Frankly, my dear, I don't give a damn
15. 
In English grammar, verbs express time by means of what forms, examples of which include preterit, future, past and present?

ANSWER: tenses

Second period, 10 directed questions per team

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
"When I was one and twenty / I heard a wise man say / Give crowns and pounds and guineas / But not your heart away" are lines from a poem written by whom?

ANSWER: A (lfred) E (dward) Housman
1B.  
What man, after serving as a U.S. Senator from Tennessee, started playing the role of District Attorney Arthur Branch on the series Law & Order?

ANSWER: Fred Thompson
2A.  
What chain of islands includes the isle of Skye, and are to the northwest of Scotland, unlike the Orkneys and Shetlands, which are to the northeast?

ANSWER: Hebrides [heh-brih-DEEZ] islands

2B. 
Name the author of Bonfire of the Vanities.

ANSWER: Tom Wolfe (if they answer Thomas Wolfe, ask for middle name, Kennerly, or initial, to differentiate from Thomas Clayton Wolfe, a different author)

3A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Convert the binary number 101101 (one zero one one zero one) into a decimal number.

ANSWER:  45
3B.  
What does RNA stand for?

ANSWER:  ribonucleic [RYE-boh-noo-CLAY-ik] acid
4A.  
What man who served as Vice President of Iraq under Iyad Allawi was elected as Prime Minister of Iraq in April 2005?

ANSWER: Ibrahim al-Jaafari
4B.  
The rulers of Egypt between 305 BC and 30 BC included 15 kings who all shared what name?

ANSWER: Ptolemy
5A.  
What is the chemical symbol for antimony?

ANSWER:  Sb
5B.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the remainder of 740 divided by 13?

ANSWER:  12
6A. 
Identify the author of the five-act verse tragedy about the national hero of Spain, Le Cid (luh seed).

ANSWER: Pierre Corneille (kor-nay)

6B. 
Two answers required. One of these words means something given as security for a loan. Add an "r" to that word and you have a word that names any of various edible crustaceans similar to shrimp. What are these two words?

ANSWER: pawn and prawn
7A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the volume of a right cylinder with a height of 5 feet and a base of radius 4 feet?

ANSWER:  80 pi cubic feet
7B.  
What is the slope of a line that is perpendicular to a line with slope 2/3?

ANSWER:  -3/2
8A.  
During the early 1980s, what Fed Chairman and predecessor of Alan Greenspan raised interest rates to over 15% in an effort to slow down inflation?

ANSWER: Paul Volcker
8B.  
What wife of Vishnu in Hindu mythology is the goddess of wealth, light, fortune, luck, beauty and fertility?

ANSWER: Lakshmi
9A.  
What painting by Jacques-Louis David shows three brothers swearing loyalty to Rome in their fight against three other brothers from Alba Longa?

ANSWER:  Oath of the Horatii (hor-AY-shee-eye)

9B.  
What man, the namesake of a university in Boston, was the first Jewish Supreme Court Justice?

ANSWER: Louis Brandeis
10A.  
The stigma, style, and ovary are the parts of what female plant structure?

ANSWER:  pistil
10B.  
What type of denial of service attack will 'enlist' the involuntary help of dozens or hundreds of personal computers with broadband access? 

ANSWER: distributed denial of service attack

Third period, 15 toss-ups
1.  
Prior to conversion to the euro, this man could be found on the 100-markka note.  Tone poems of his included "En Saga" and "Tapiola," while he also composed suites based on Karelia and Lemminkainen from the Kalevala.  Prominent in the Fennoman political movement, name this composer forever associated with his homeland through his "Finlandia".

ANSWER:  Jean Sibelius (suh-BAY-lee-us) 

2.  
He took the city of Ai [EYE] through a clever strategy. He commanded the sun to stand still over the valley of Gibeon. He conquered most of Canaan, then divided the land between the twelve tribes. What man succeeded Moses as leader of the Israelites?

ANSWER: Joshua
3.  
Its lesser-known members include such languages such as Hittite, Farsi and Sanskrit. What is this language family whose other members include Gaelic, Greek and Albanian, but whose most familiar members include the Romance languages and our own language, English?

ANSWER: Indo-European family

4.  
It was founded in 1786 as a patriotic fraternal organization. Its power started with the 1854 election of Fernando Wood and expanded with its cultivation of the immigrant community. It influence was not ended for good until 1961, although Fiorello LaGuardia's election in 1934 marked the end of its dominance. 'Boss' Tweed was the best-known leader of what political machine that dominated New York City's politics for the latter part of the 19th century? 

ANSWER: Tamanny Hall
5.  
The organ of Corti and the scala tympani are parts of what coiled structure in the ear?

ANSWER:  cochlea
6.  
They're members of the order Chiroptera; some are plant pollinators and many use echolocation.  Name this only flying mammal.

ANSWER:  bats

7.  
In the Washington DC area, Elliot Segal is counted among their ranks, following several fines from the FCC.  Nationally, they include Bubba the Love Sponge and Opie and Anthony.  Who are these disc jockeys, whose most notable is Howard Stern?

ANSWER: Shock jocks
8. 
He runs away from what he calls the "phoniness" of his boarding school and spends two days in New York City, where he meets his little sister and takes her to the zoo. Who is this character created by J.D. Salinger?

ANSWER: Holden Caulfield (prompt on just one name)

9.  
What term in geometry can be defined by either (1) a line and a point not on the line, or (2) three points not on a line?

ANSWER:  plane
10.  
It makes an appearance on the Bayeux [bah-YOO] Tapestry, which depicts the events leading up to the Battle of Hastings in 1066. In 1456, it extended over nearly a third of the night sky. Its 12 BC appearance might be reflected in the story of the Star of Bethlehem. In 1910, the Earth actually passed through the tail of -- what object that was last seen in 1986 and passes close to the earth every 75 years? 

ANSWER: Halley's Comet
11. 
These two rapscallions and confidence men, with whom Huck and Jim join up on their trip down the Mississippi, perform their so-called play, "The Royal Nonesuch," and are finally tarred, feathered, and ridden out of town on a rail. Name these two characters in The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.

ANSWER: The King and The Duke
12.  
It was a residential area until the rise of Pisistratus [pih-see-STRAH-tus], who demolished the private housing, replacing it with public buildings. By the 5th century BC, most public meetings and jury trials were occurring there. Athens has the most famous of what open areas that existed in every Greek city and served as marketplaces for that city's residents?

ANSWER: Agora of Athens (accept equivalents such as Athenian Agora)

13. 
The author of this novella set it in the forced-labor camp where he was imprisoned. The plot describes a typical day of the titular character, who is also an inmate at the camp. Name this work by Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn (sol-zhe-neet-sin).

ANSWER: One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich (e-von den-EES-uh-vitch)

14.  
This work was completed with the assistance of Camille Claudel, pupil and lover of its sculptor.  Twelve casts were made of it, including ones that sit in London's Victoria Tower Gardens and D.C.'s Hirshhorn Museum sculpture garden.  What 1888 work by Auguste Rodin shows six figures whose lives were spared by the Queen of England during the Hundred Years' War?

ANSWER:  The Burghers of Calais (cal-AY)

15.  
The name of this group of elements comes from Greek words meaning 'salt creator.' A single atom of these elements can form a compound with a single atom of an alkali metal. What are these elements, all of which are gases, that includes fluorine and chlorine?

ANSWER:  halogens or Group 17 or Group VII-A
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.  
This state has the second-longest shoreline of any state, behind only Alaska. If water area were included, it would easily be the largest state east of the Mississippi. No point in this state is less than 85 miles from one of the Great Lakes. What is this state whose capital is Lansing?

ANSWER: Michigan
2.  
It is actually a triple star system, consisting of two suns about equal to the Sun in brightness and a white dwarf, known as 'Proxima'. What is this star system that is the closest star system to our own?

ANSWER: Alpha Centauri
3.  
In an attempt to combat this 'disease', many colleges are asking high schools to send updated transcripts of admitted students at the end of the school year, revoking admission if grades drop too much. Other symptoms include missing school, not doing homework and a generally uncaring attitude towards academics. What is this disease that strikes many twelth-graders and college students approaching graduation? 

ANSWER: Senioritis
4. 
NO CALCULATOR REQUIRED. Take the polynomial 5x + 3x3 - 2x2 + x + 7x5. What is the degree of this polynomial?

ANSWER:  _five_

5. 
American humorist Gelett Burgess coined the term for a brief publicity notice, as on a book jacket. What is this five-letter word?

ANSWER: blurb
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