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Match #15

These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
Investor Kirk Kekorian bought a 10% stake in this company over the summer, canceling out the effect of their bonds being downgraded to junk status. Sales have gone up for 2005 and 2006 models due to an employee pricing incentive for what car company, maker of Cadillacs and Chevrolets? 

ANSWER: General Motors or GM
2. 
It started on November 5, 1688, when a Dutch army landed at Brixham. The army fought two minor engagements against the English, but within six weeks, the King's army and the population of England had joined the invaders. The next Spring, Parliament offered the crown to the Dutch army's commander and his wife. In what nearly bloodless coup was James II replaced with William III and Mary II?

ANSWER: Glorious Revolution
3. 
In English grammar, what is the term for the noun or pronoun to which a pronoun refers?

ANSWER: antecedent
4. 
Fragments of megakaryocytes [may-guh-kai-ree-oh-CITES], they lack a nucleus and are responsible for hemostasis.  Name this type of blood cell also known as thrombocytes that are responsible for clotting.

ANSWER:  platelets (accept thrombocytes before mentioned)

5. 
He was a history professor at West Georgia College when he was elected to Congress in 1978. He founded the Conservative Opportunity Society in 1983, and in 1987, led the effort to get Speaker Jim Wright removed. However, the GOPAC scandal caused his own removal from the Speakership in early 1999. What Georgia Congressman was the architect of the 1994 Republican takeover of Congress?

ANSWER: Newt Gingrich
6. 
They first lived in the Balkans, only moving west when the Romans needed their help to resist a Vandal invasion. Alaric the Great, their king, sacked Rome in 410 AD in response to Roman massacres of his soldier's families. Rodrigo was the last king of what tribe's kingdom, a tribe that must never be confused with their cousins, the Ostrogoths?

ANSWER: Visigoths (prompt on 'Goths')

7. 
A ballerina twirls across the stage. The word "twirl" is a portmanteau (port-man-toe) word that has been blended from what two words?

ANSWER: twist and whirl
8. 
In 2005, astronomers announced that it was over 220,000 light-years in diameter, twice previous estimates. In three billion years, it will collide with the Milky Way. What is this galaxy, the most distant object easily visible to the naked eye? 

ANSWER: Andromeda galaxy (yes, Triangulum is visible to the naked eye under really good conditions, such as total darkness.)

9. 
They are formed after a metal and an acid react chemically, or when a base and an acid react. What are these ionically bonded substances, the most famous example of which is sodium chloride?

ANSWER: salts

10. 
Found as early as the fourteenth century, at first they were separate pieces that often interrupted the plot flow of the larger work in which they were contained.  By the nineteenth century, especially in the work of Wagner (VAHG-nur), they became inseparable from the recitative and thus an integral part of the plot.  Identify these accompanied vocal solos, such as "La donna e mobile" (eh MOH-bee-lay).

ANSWER:  arias

11. 
Name the epic poem in eight sections about the American Civil War written by Stephen Vincent Benet (ben-a). Its name comes from the abolitionist who raided Harper's Ferry.

ANSWER: John Brown's Body
12. 
It's flat and triangular and located in the upper body. Name this bone also known as the shoulder blade.

ANSWER:  scapula (accept shoulder blade before mentioned)

13. 
 301 years after it was completed, Pablo Picasso created a Cubist rendition of this work.  A mastiff sits calmly in the bottom right, with a dwarf just above it.  The dwarf is about the same size as the Infanta Margarita, who stands in yellow in the center.  The artist and the Infanta's parents can also be found in which painting, the best known of Spanish Baroque master Diego Velazquez?

ANSWER:  Las Meninas (or The Maids of Honor)

14. 
This city's name is a contraction of Greek words that mean 'into the city'. Its natural harbor is known as the Golden Horn and it dominates the Strait of Bosphorus. What is this city in Turkey, the home of the Hagia Sophia, once known as Constantinople?

ANSWER: Istanbul, Turkey (prompt on Constantinople)

15. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If Cristian Guzman is batting .180 through 500 at-bats, how many hits would he need in his next 50 at-bats to reach .200?

ANSWER:  20
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.  
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the solution to the equation system 3x + 4y = 2 and 2x - y = 5?

ANSWER:  x equals 2 and y equals -1
1B. 
According to what 12th century French epic poem did a leader of Charlemagne's rear guard die heroically at the hands of the Saracens?

ANSWER: Song of Roland or accept Chanson de Roland
2A. 
In 1789, Louis XVI called, for the last time, what assemblage of the clergy, the nobility and the commoners, a meeting that sparked the French Revolution?

ANSWER: Estates-General or Etats-Genereaux [ay-TAH ZHAY-nay-roh]

2B.  
Which Frenchman was once married to Candice Bergen, and directed the films The Fire Within, Atlantic City, and My Dinner with Andre?

ANSWER:  Louis Malle (MALL) 

3A. 
What reclusive writer wrote the works V. and Gravity's Rainbow?

ANSWER: Thomas Pynchon
3B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 11 cubed?

ANSWER:  1331
4A.  
Not including bonus chips, and within 25, what is the most amount of points you can score in the original version of Yahtzee?

ANSWER:  375 points (accept 350-400)

4B.  
What term is given to the temperature at which a substance can exist as a gas, liquid and solid in thermodynamic equilibrium?

ANSWER:  triple point
5A. 
Name the Russian physiologist who won the 1904 Nobel for his work studying the digestive system.

ANSWER: Ivan Pavlov
5B. 
The Spring and Autumn Period and the Warring States Period were both part of what Chinese dynasty?

ANSWER: Chou [CHOH] or Zhou [ZHAU] dynasty

6A.  
What type of polygon makes up the faces of a dodecahedron?

ANSWER:  pentagons

6B. 
What is the term for an all-knowing third-person narrator in a work of literature?

ANSWER: omniscient
7A. 
 Who was the US Navy commander at the Battle of Lake Erie in the War of 1812?

ANSWER: Oliver Hazard Perry
7B.  
What name is given to a market situation where there is only one buyer, such as federal defense contracting?

ANSWER: monopsony (DO NOT accept ‘monopoly’)

8A.  
In September, Helen Clark was elected to a third term as Prime Minister of what nation?

ANSWER: New Zealand
8B.  
Zephyrus was the god of the west wind, but which god represented the north wind?

ANSWER:  Boreas
9A. 
What was the first published novel written by F. Scott Fitzgerald?

ANSWER: This Side of Paradise
9B. 
What giant satellite of Neptune is slowly spiraling into that planet?

ANSWER: Triton
10A.  
The duodenum [doo-AW-deh-num], jejunum [jeh-JOO-num], and ileum are the parts of what organ?

ANSWER:  small intestine
10B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert the binary number 1011011 (one zero one one zero one one) into a decimal number.

ANSWER:  91
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
Granite Peak is this state's highest mountain. The Bitterroot Mountains and Rocky Mountains are prominent in this state, whose eastern part is part of the Great Plains. At 145,552 square miles, it is the fourth-largest state after Alaska, Texas and California. Glacier National Park and parts of Yellowstone National Park are in what state whose capital is Helena?

ANSWER: Montana
2. 
Thiocyanate (thigh-oh-sigh-uh-NATE), permanganate, nitrite, and cyanide all have what charge?

ANSWER:  minus one
3. 
When he took the throne in 1949, 95 percent of his country's revenue came from one industry.  Who is this widower of Grace Kelly, the former Prince of Monaco?

ANSWER: Prince Rainier III (It is not known if he ever actually kept his son, Albert, in a can)

4. 
The title character is a larger-than-life 55-year-old who has achieved what many men desire -- money, position, and a large family -- but he is not satisfied. He makes a spiritual journey to Africa and achieves emotional satisfaction from his experiences with African tribes. After deciding his true calling, he returns home, planning to enter medical school. What is this novel by Saul Bellow?

ANSWER: Henderson the Rain King 

5. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the distance between the points (3, 8) and (-2, -4)?

ANSWER:  13
6. 
In the most commonly used version, there are 56 cards in four suits and 21 additional cards known as trumps. The trumps include The Star, The Chariot, Judgement and The Fool, and the four suits are Swords, Staves, Pentacles and Cups. What is this deck of cards used in some old card games but more often by fortune-tellers?

ANSWER: Tarot [TAI-roh] cards (do not accept just 'cards')

7. 
In September 1608, he instituted in Jamestown the policy of "He who does not work will not eat." However, he was forced to return to England a year later after suffering a gunpowder burn. Earlier in 1608, he had explored the Chesapeake Bay. What man, in December 1607, was captured by Powhatan and nearly executed, attributing his being spared to Pocahantas' intervention?

ANSWER: John Smith of Jamestown

8. 
Usually represented by rho, what is mass per unit volume called?

ANSWER:  density
9. 
Identify the autobiographical novel that portrays the life of Stephen Dedalus, from his first childlike memories to his final decision to leave Dublin for Paris to devote his life to art. It was written by James Joyce.

ANSWER: A Portrait of the Artist As a Young Man
10. 
Young Siward, the general's courageous son, dies fighting the title character hand to hand.  A doctor, called in to minister to the title character's wife, witnesses her sleepwalking. These events occur in what William Shakespeare play?

ANSWER: Macbeth
11. 
After his death on May 10, 1818, copper bells throughout Boston, many of which he had made, tolled his death. His service during the American Revolution was marred by his participation in the Penobscot Expedition. He had gained some prominence before the Revolution for his engraving of the Boston Massacre. Who is this silversmith most famous for his 'Midnight Ride' before the battles of Lexington and Concord?

ANSWER: Paul Revere
12. 
What type of meat are you eating if you see a sign that says, in Spanish, 'pollo a la brasa' [POH-yoh ah lah BRAH-sah]?

ANSWER: chicken
13. 
The white-hat variety of these will notify system owners of the flaws they have exploited. This term, which can also apply to a very skilled, quick programmer, also includes phreakers, which tend to exploit flaws in telephone systems. What term is usually applied to the black-hat variety that will break into computer systems for malicious reasons?

ANSWER: hacker
14. 
Tamara Mellon, the daughter of the founder of Vidal Sassoon, is the actual owner of this line.  The designer for which it is named was born in Malaysia, and graduated from the Cordwainers Technical College in London.  His niece, Sandra Choi, is also a designer for the company.  What is this maker of high-end women's shoes and handbags headquartered in London?

ANSWER:  Jimmy Choo
15. 
In the Bible, only one of them is specifically named. One has a bow and a crown, another a great sword and another a pair of scales. One has the power to conquer, another the power to bring war, another the power to make food scarce and the fourth the power to bring death. Who are these four characters mentioned in Revelations, chapter 6?

ANSWER: Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
His great-uncle, Alex Raymond, created the comic strip Flash Gordon.  He played a bully in the 1980 film My Bodyguard, but earned his fame in the two Francis Ford Coppolla films based on S.E. Hinton novels, Rumble Fish and The Outsiders.  Who is this actor who portrayed a slimy teacher in Wild Things and a slimy private detective in There's Something About Mary?

ANSWER:  Matt Dillon
2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How many unique ways are there of selecting 4 items from a 12-item buffet?

ANSWER:  495 (12 * 11 * 10 * 9 / 4 * 3 * 2 * 1)

3. 
 The term was coined in a 1986 Wall Street Journal article about the difficulties women face while advancing in the work place, and describes the seemingly innocent or 'invisible' nature of these difficulties. What are these barriers that prevent the promotion of women into upper management positions in the workplace?

ANSWER: glass ceiling
4. 
It has no spinous process, but does have a transverse foramen and a large lightbulb-shaped vertebral foramen.  Name this vertebra with a bony ring instead of a body that is also known as C1.

ANSWER:  atlas (accept C1 before mentioned)

5. 
Name the English poet and satirist who wrote Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot, Essay on Criticism, and the poem Rape of the Lock.

ANSWER: Alexander Pope
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