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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
The term variety of this typically has lower premiums, but will expire after a fixed period of time. The whole variety of this has fixed premiums until death, but is typically much more expensive. What is this type of policy that most often pays a sum of money to the beneficiary upon the death of the person covered?

ANSWER: life insurance
2. 
The principal character, who is a survivor of sexual and physical abuse, writes intimate letters to God and to her sister, who is a missionary living in Africa. You will find these characters, as well as Shug Avery, Harpo, and Sofia, in what Alice Walker novel?

ANSWER: The Color Purple
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 81 into a binary number.

ANSWER:  1010001
4. 
This general epistle has been attributed to either the brother of Jesus Christ, the brother of Matthew or even one of the three major Apostles of Christ. What is this New Testament Bible book best-known for its saying, 'faith without works is dead?'

ANSWER: The General Epistle of James
5. 
Attached to the hypothalamus by the infundibulum (in-fun-dih-BEW-lum), the anterior part makes HGH, FSH, and prolactin, while the posterior part makes oxytocin (awk-SEE-taw-sin) and vasopressin (vah-SOH-preh-sin).  The hypophysis (HIGH-poh-FIE-sis) is another name for what 'master gland?'

ANSWER:  pituitary gland (accept hypophysis before mentioned)

6. 
In what novel by Russian writer Nikolai Gogol does he write about the purchase of ownership rights to dead serfs in Czarist Russia?

ANSWER: Dead Souls
7. 
The area code for this university is 859, which spells out an abbreviation. It was originally affiliated with what is today Transylvania University, but is a public school. For eight years, it had the winningest-ever football and basketball coaches, 'Bear' Bryant and Adolph Rupp. What is this school in the Southeastern Conference whose teams are nicknamed the Wildcats?

ANSWER: University of Kentucky
8. 
What division containing mosses and liverworts consists of the nonvascular plants?

ANSWER:  Bryophyta
9. 
The film Tortilla Soup was a remake of this director's 1994 movie Eat Drink Man Woman.  He directed Sense and Sensibility and The Ice Storm, and his most recent film, the soon-to-be released Brokeback Mountain, won top prize at the Venice Film Festival.  Name this Taiwan-born director who introduced the wuxia (oo-SHYAH) genre to Hollywood with his 2000 film Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon.

ANSWER:  Ang Lee
10. 
It starts with the building of Pandemonium, the capital of Hell, and the great debate among Satan’s lieutenants. It ends with the Archangel Michael leading Adam and Eve out of Paradise. What epic poem about man’s fall from grace was written by John Milton?
ANSWER: Paradise Lost
11. 
In a 2002 speech titled "Deflation: Making Sure It Doesn't Happen Here", this economist noted that the US government "has a technology, called a printing press, that allows it to produce as many U.S. dollars as it wishes at essentially no cost." In June 2005, he was sworn in as the Chairman of the President's Council of Economic Advisors. What economist was named in October by President Bush to succeed Alan Greenspan as Chairman of the Board of Governors of the U.S. Federal Reserve?

ANSWER: Ben Bernanke (ber-nan-KEE)

12.  
He had shiny, golden teeth, and was thus given the alternate name Gullintani (goo-lin-TAH-nee).  Also known as Rig, or ruler, he founded the three races of man:  serf, peasant, and warrior.  Killer of Loki at Ragnarok, who was this Norse god that guarded Bifrost, the bridge to Asgard?

ANSWER:  Heimdall
13. 
The house, which had bleak walls and vacant, eye-like windows, was situated by a small lake. Its inhabitants, who had a passionate devotion to musical science, were noted for their "peculiar sensibility of temperament." In what short story does the brother wall up his twin sister and the house crumbles into the lake?

ANSWER: "The Fall of the House of Usher" 

14. 
He was convicted in 1988 for actions committed while serving on the National Security Council, a conviction overturned due to his 1987 nationally televised testimony prejudicing his right to a fair trial. He ran for the U.S. Senate from Virginia in 1994, narrowly losing to Charles Robb. What former Marine lieutenant colonel became known to Americans for being intimately associated with the Iran-Contra affair?
ANSWER: Oliver “Ollie” North
15. 
They are leptons with a spin of 1/2 and have a mass of about 1/1836th an atomic mass unit. J.J. Thomson discovered what subatomic particle that is usually found orbiting an atomic nucleus?

ANSWER:  electron
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What are the two roots to the equation |2x + 3| = 11? (the absolute value of the quantity two x plus three equals eleven)

ANSWER:  x equals four and x equals negative seven
1B. 
Chico, Harpo, and Groucho were the principal contributors to what comedic act that appeared both in vaudeville and in films like Duck Soup and A Night at the Opera?

ANSWER:  Marx Brothers
2A. 
What event of the end times is thought by some Christians to be the moment when all good Christians are directly taken into Heaven by God?

ANSWER: the Rapture
2B. 
What term, named for a 19th century weaver who led a group that smashed industrialized looms, today describes anyone opposed to technology? 

ANSWER: Luddite or neo-Luddite
3A. 
What body part is operated on in a rhinoplasty?

ANSWER:  nose
3B. 
What are the westerly winds that come off the Rocky Mountains that, during winter, can raise temperatures as much as 50 degrees in 12 hours?

ANSWER: Chinook winds (or 'Chinooks')

4A. 
In the sentence, "A salmon was caught by the brown bear," the verb is in what voice?

ANSWER: passive voice

4B. 
Name the outstanding English poet before Shakespeare who was the first occupant of the Poet's Corner at Westminster Abbey. He wrote Parliament of Fowls.

ANSWER: Geoffrey Chaucer
5A. 
In 1932, thousands of World War I veterans marched on Washington DC and camped on the Anacostia Flats, hoping to receive early pension payments. What name was given to this force that was later dispersed by Douglas MacArthur?

ANSWER: Bonus Army or Bonus Expeditionary Force
5B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 4 cubed plus 3 cubed?

ANSWER:  91
6A. 
To the nearest Kelvin, what is the boiling point of water?

ANSWER:  373
6B. 
From what work of literature do we get the lines "Water, water, everywhere, nor any drop to drink"?

ANSWER: The Rime of the Ancient Mariner
7A. 
Since the 1960s, what terrorist movement advocating Basque independence has launched periodic terrorist attacks against Spanish targets? 

ANSWER: ETA [eh-TAH or E-T-A] or Euskadi Ta Askatasuna [YOU-skah-dee tah ah-skah-ta-SOO-nah]

7B. 
What type of headgear is favored by the overly paranoid, due to its ability to stop mind-control rays; accusations of wearing them are insults against those whose political views are out of the mainstream?

ANSWER:  tin foil hat (wearer)

8A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. One gold coin is equal to 25 silver coins, 100 bronze coins or 400 copper coins. How many copper coins are equal to 3 gold coins and 38 bronze coins? 

ANSWER:  1,352 (3 * 400 + 38 * 4)

8B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the most common name for a hexahedron?

ANSWER:  cube
9A. 
What strain of influenza that first appeared in Hong Kong in 1997 is the dreaded 'avian flu', now mostly found in Asia, that doctors fear may become transmissible from human to human?

ANSWER: H5N1
9B. 
From 1993 until he retired in 2004, what British boxer held portions of the World Heavyweight championship?

ANSWER:  Lennox Lewis
10A.  
When the Romans referred to an area called 'Helvetia' [hel-vee-TEE-uh], to what modern country were they referring?

ANSWER: Switzerland
10B. 
What man ruled as Emperor of Brazil between 1831 and 1889?

ANSWER: Pedro II
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x.  3x plus 8 equals x plus 20.

ANSWER:  x equals six
2. 
When she learns her husband has been forced to flee for his life, she becomes concerned for his safety. As matters worsen, she swallows hot coals and dies. Name the wife of Brutus in Shakespeare's Julius Caesar.

ANSWER: Portia
3. 
Based on the 1899 novel McTeague by Frank Norris, this film co-starred Jean Hersholt and Zasu Pitts as a wife and lover who are killed by the main character, a dentist played by Gibson Gowland.  Originally an eight-hour epic, MGM significantly shortened what 1924 box office flop directed by Erich von Stroheim, named after one of the Seven Deadly Sins?

ANSWER:  Greed
4. 
He was captured on May 31, 2003, while scavenging for food from a North Carolina convenience store's trashcan. He had spent the previous five years in the Appalachian forests, wanted for, among other crimes, bombing two abortion clinics and a gay nightclub. The 1996 Centennial Park bombing during the Olympics was the most notorious crime committed by what anti-abortion and anti-gay extremist?

ANSWER: Eric Rudolph
5. 
It is the moment when the sun is located at either of the two intersections between the ecliptic and the celestial equator. The term comes from two Latin words meaning 'equal night' and as such contain 12 hours of sunlight and 12 hours of night. What are these two dates that occur on or about March and September 21?

ANSWER: equinoxes

6. 
Parts of this county were split off to form Loudoun County and Arlington County. The post World War II growth of the federal government has led to what county having, in 2005, around a million residents, making it Virginia's most populous?

ANSWER: Fairfax County, Virginia

7. 
It was founded in 1118 to protect the Kingdom of Jerusalem. By 1135 it had started making loans to pilgrims going to the Holy Land. It rejected Philip IV of France's loan application, leading Philip to kill two Popes, finally getting the third to excommunicate its members. What knightly Order was broken up on Friday the 13th, 1307, over probably false charges of sodomy and worship of a pagan god, Baphomet (bah-FOE-met)? 

ANSWER: Knights Templar
8. 
You go to a theatre and are told the only tickets left are for the intermediate story in the theatre between the main floor and the first balcony. Where will you be sitting if you purchase these tickets?

ANSWER: in the mezzanine (mez-zuh-neen)

9. 
What is the name of the lower part of the brain stem that merges with the spinal cord?

ANSWER:  medulla oblongata

10. 
Its name comes from the Persian for "lute" or "drum".  A musician can perform a thumb roll on this instrument, but it is more often simply shaken.  Found in Roma, classical, and rock and roll music, what is this light drumhead with metal jingles, which lends its name to a Bob Dylan folk song remade by The Byrds?

ANSWER:  tambourine
11. 
A similar method of writing known as Kusachu (koo-SAH-choo) has appeared among Japanese computer game players. Using 4 for 'a', 1 for 'l', 5 for 's' and 3 for 'e' are among the affectations used in this method of writing English. What method of writing spells its own name as 1337? (one three three seven)

ANSWER: Leet or Leetspeak (1337 is Leet in Leet)

12. 
Many people like to "gab" on the phone for long periods of time. "Gab" is a shortened form of what word?

ANSWER: gabble
13. 
The instability after his reign led to the fall of the Nineteenth Dynasty. He followed Seti I and ruled for 66 years and two months, outliving nearly all his grandchidren. During his reign, he fought against the Nubians and the Hittites, most famously fighting the Battle of Kadesh around 1286 BC. What Pharaoh is believed to be the Pharaoh mentioned in the Book of Exodus?

ANSWER: Ramesses the Great or Ramesses II (also spelled Ramses)

14. 
He was the illegitimate son of a French merchant and a Haitian mother. He moved to Pennsylvania at age 18, where he conducted the first bird-banding experiments, but later concentrated on drawing and studying birds. Name this artist whose four-volume Birds of America and the accompanying studies were fundamental to New World ornithology.

ANSWER: John James Audubon
15. 
The state of Kano in Nigeria banned immunizations of this disease for 10 months in 2003, fearing that the vaccines were part of a US-led plan to cause widespread sterility.  Doctors confirmed that the same strain showed up in April of this year, leading to an outbreak of more than 200 cases in Indonesia of what disease, the same disease that crippled President Franklin Roosevelt?

ANSWER: polio or poliomyelitis
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the volume of a sphere with surface area 36 pi square feet?

ANSWER:  36 pi cubic feet
2. 
What American poet wrote, "Shoot, if you must, this old grey head" in his poem "Barbara Fritchie"?

ANSWER: John Greenleaf Whittier
3. 
He first appeared in More Fun Comics #73 in 1941.  Prior to the Crisis on Infinite Earths series, his alias was Arthur Curry, the son of a lighthouse keeper, but after 1985 he was re-made as Orin.  Black Manta was the principal enemy of what superhero of the sea, who made an October 2005 appearance on "Smallville" and is the subject of a fictional feature movie on the HBO series "Entourage"?

ANSWER:  Aquaman
4. 
What law involving springs is F equals minus k times x?

ANSWER:  Hooke's Law

5. 
The day-late arrival of Alfred Terry prevented further slaughter. It started with a probing action by Major Marcus Reno, whose men were saved by the arrival of Captain Frederick Benteen. With Reno and Benteen out of the battle, the Lakota under the command of Crazy Horse and Gall were able to attack the U.S. main force, wiping it out to the last man in what battle also known as Custer's Last Stand?

ANSWER: Battle of Little Bighorn (accept Custer’s Last Stand before it is said in the question)
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

