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Match #33


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
In what work is cannibalism cynically suggested as a solution for Ireland's overpopulation and hunger problems? It was written by Jonathan Swift.

ANSWER: “A Modest Proposal”

2. 
In 1993, he debated Al Gore on Larry King Live about the North American Free Trade Agreement. He endorsed the Contract With America in 1994, but the next year founded the Reform Party, running for President a second time. What Texas billionaire had run before as an Independent candidate for President in 1992?

ANSWER: Ross Perot
3. 
It was visible to the naked eye for 18 months and came closest to Earth in 1997, as the brightest comet in several decades. It will return around 4380 AD, but it is not known whether a spaceship will be following it. What comet's appearance led the Heaven's Gate cult to commit mass suicide?

ANSWER: Comet Hale-Bopp
4. 
In this Shakespeare work Aegeon (a-e-jee-ohn), a merchant of Syracuse, is arrested in Ephesus (EFF-uh-suss). Unable to pay the local ransom, he is condemned to death. He tells the duke his sad tale of being shipwrecked years earlier along with his wife, his twin infant sons and twin infant slaves. Name this comedy.

ANSWER: The Comedy of Errors
5. 
Of its four movements, the second is the most well known; parts of it became the music for the song "Goin' Home".  Its composer based it on Native American tunes and African-American spirituals, though it retained elements of Bohemian folk music.  Premiering in 1893, identify this symphony, the ninth by Antonin Dvorak (d-VOR-zhak).

ANSWER:  From the New World (or The New World Symphony; prompt on "Ninth Symphony" until "ninth")

6. 
They are usually issued by muftis [MOOF-teez], or scholars capable of making them, in response to a request to settle a question on which Islamic law is unclear. A large group of Spanish Muslims made one against Osama bin Laden in March and in July; a large group of American Muslims did the same. What are these Islamic proclamations, most famously made by al-Qa'eda in their declarations of war or by Iran's clerical government against auhor Salman Rushdie in 1989?

ANSWER: fatwas [fet-WAH]

7. 
Its initial location was picked as being far enough inland to avoid the Spanish fleet, but close enough to the ocean to make a quick escape. In 1622, it avoided being burned to the ground due to the advance warning of an Indian boy named Chanco. In 1699, it was abandoned and its original site slowly became submerged by the adjacent river. A triangular fort is the most prominent feature of what town whose 400th anniversary will be celebrated in 2007?

ANSWER: Jamestown
8. 
Despite also having one valence electron, hydrogen is not one of them. IUPAC Group 1 or Group 1A is another name for what group of metals whose heaviest is francium and whose lightest is lithium?

ANSWER:  alkali metals (DO NOT ACCEPT 'alkali earth' metals, accept an early Group 1A or Group 1)

9. 
One-third of the volume of the protein collagen is this amino acid. Due to its small size, it can fit in areas that larger amino acids cannot fit. What is the simplest amino acid, whose R-group is simply a hydrogen atom?

ANSWER:  glycine
10. 
"Dying / Is an art, like everything else. / I do it exceptionally well." These prophetic lines are from "Lady Lazarus," a poem by what American poet who died by sticking her head in a gas oven? Her best-known work is The Bell Jar.

ANSWER: Sylvia Plath
11. 
What Greek letter is used to represent the coefficient of friction?

ANSWER:  mu
12. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the determinant of the matrix 5, 9, 2, and 11?

ANSWER:  37
13. 
Muley Graves, Ivy and Sairy Wilson, Aggie Wainwright, Connie Rivers, and Jim Casy are all characters in what John Steinbeck classic novel about the plight of families who flee the "dust bowl" of Oklahoma for the supposed "land of milk and honey" in California?

ANSWER: The Grapes of Wrath
14. 
There were 45 eruptions of this volcano in the 20th century, but the last one began in 1983 and has been spewing lava ever since -- in fact, its name means 'spewing' in Hawaiian. What is this volcano located to the southeast of Manua Loa on the Big Island of Hawaii?

ANSWER: Kilauea
15. 
"You and me, we used to be together, / Every day together, always. / I really feel like I'm losing my best friend / I can't believe this could be the end. / It looks as though, you're letting go. / And if it's real then I don't want to know".  This completes the first verse of what early 1997 hit song, the most successful for the band No Doubt?

ANSWER:  "Don't Speak"

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
What Chinese concept stated that while Emperors ruled by the favor of the gods, if an Emperor ruled poorly, the gods would be displeased with his rule and give their favor to someone else?

ANSWER: Mandate of Heaven or Tianming
1B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the fifth term in the sequence whose first four terms are 1/2, 1/3, 1/5 and 1/8?

ANSWER:  1/12 -- given the nth term 1 / C, the n+1 term would be 1 / (C + (n-1))

2A.  
Ludwig van Beethoven wrote an orchestral piece to commemorate the June 1813 victory of which British marshal over the French at the Battle of Vitoria?

ANSWER:  Duke of Wellington (or Arthur Wellesley; accept "Wellington's Victory")

2B.  
What two possible endings are used for the past participle of regular verbs in Spanish?

ANSWER: -ado and -ido [AH-doh] and [EE-doh]

3A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x squared plus 4x minus 32.

ANSWER:  (x - 4)(x + 8)
3B. 
What name is given to the placing of a thin coat of zinc over an iron or steel object to make it more resistant to corrosion?

ANSWER:  galvanizing or galvanization
4A. 
What type of symbiosis is helpful to one and neither harms nor benefits the 'host'?

ANSWER: commensalism
4B. 
Actresses Susan Sarandon, Julianne Moore, Halle Berry, and Kate Bosworth are spokesmodels for which brand of cosmetics?

ANSWER:  Revlon
5A. 
Name the character in Franz Kafka's "The Metamorphosis" who awakens to find himself turned into an insect. 

ANSWER: Gregor Samsa (prompt on just one)

5B. 
What Indian ruler completed building the Taj Mahal in 1653?

ANSWER: Shah Jahan
6A. 
Byron de la Beckwith was convicted in 1994 for the 1963 assassination of what civil rights leader?

ANSWER: Medgar Evers
6B. 
Correct the following sentence:  The foliage on the trees provide much-needed shade.

ANSWER: change provide to provides
7A. 
Name the author who created the fictional detective Sam Spade.

ANSWER: Dashiell Hammett
7B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the sum of the interior angles of a hexagon?

ANSWER:  720 degrees
8A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 2668 divided by 46?

ANSWER:  58
8B. 
Every 500 years, what mythical bird built its own funeral pyre and burnt itself to death, only to have another one rise from its ashes?

ANSWER:  phoenix
9A. 
What is the first phase of mitosis?

ANSWER:  prophase
9B. 
What economic term describes the rate of change in a good's price in response to a certain amount of change in supply or demand?

ANSWER: price elasticity
10A. 
What former heavyweight champion boxer turned cannibal announced his retirement in June 2005, along with his intentions to become a Christian missionary?

ANSWER: Mike Tyson
10B. 
He was the first to distinguish between chemical compounds and elements and defined the nature of chemical reactions. Name this Irishman, known as the “father of modern chemistry.”

ANSWER: Robert Boyle
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
He is urbane and sophisticated and a former physicist; now he is one of the ten World Controllers. Who is this alliteratively named character who says, "Happiness--it's all relative," in Aldous Huxley's Brave New World?

ANSWER: Mustapha Mond
2. 
Its two phases are acute and toxic.  Outbreaks of it have hit Philadelphia in 1793 and New Orleans in 1853 and 1867.  Name this disease successfully fought by Walter Reed.

ANSWER:  yellow fever
3. 
In 12 BC, Herod the Great provided financial support, allowing them to last another 400 years. Theodosius I, however, ended them in 394 AD, in his campaign to eradicate paganism. A race of about 200 meters in 776 BC was the first recorded account of what athletic festival held every four years in ancient Greece?

ANSWER: ancient Olympic (or Olympian) games or Olympics
4. 
This American city is surrounded by the Oquirrh [oh-KWIR] and Wasatch Mountains. Given its religious significance, it is no surprise that its settlers named the river flowing through it the Jordan River. Temple Square is at the center of what city that is the capital of Utah and center of faith for the Latter-Day Saint church?

ANSWER: Salt Lake City, Utah

5. 
The Service Employees International Union and what other major “International Brotherhood” announced their intentions to separate from the AFL-CIO this past July?

ANSWER: International Brotherhood of Teamsters (No word whether their severance will include the location of one Mr. Hoffa.)

6. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the positive square root of 361?

ANSWER:  19
7. 
This team started the 2005 season 33-19, and at the All-Star Break was a respectable 48-41.  An injury to starting pitcher Adam Eaton and an overall lack of hitting, however, dropped the club as far as four games below .500.  Despite this, they never relinquished the division lead, and ended up winning by five games over Arizona.  Name this NL West champion that finished 82-80 before being swept by the St. Louis Cardinals in the Division Series.

ANSWER:  San Diego Padres (accept either)

8. 
They weighed about 50 pounds and became flightless, as there were no natural predators on their home island. When humans arrived in the 16th century, they did not hunt the bird, disliking the taste, but the dogs and other animals they brought attacked their nests. What bird got its name from the Portuguese word for "simpleton?" 

ANSWER: dodo
9. 
This word, which originated from Latin, is used to refer to a master in any art or an eminent composer, music teacher, or conductor. What is this seven-letter word?

ANSWER: maestro (mise-tro)

10. 
The plaintiff found that having one-eighth Black descent meant he had to obey Louisiana law and sit in the Blacks-only railroad car. John Marshall Harlan delivered a famous dissent when the case went to the Supreme Court, correctly predicting the 8-1 decision would become as infamous as the Dred Scott decision. What 1896 Supreme Court case is noted for allowing 'separate but equal' in racial segregation?

ANSWER: Plessy v. Ferguson
11. 
Chapter XIII of this book is titled "Of the Natural Condition of Mankind, as concerning their Felicity, and Misery" and describes life in the state of "warre (war) of every man against every man" as "solitary, poor, nasty, brutish and short." What is this book in which the case for the existence of government is made, the most famous book by Thomas Hobbes?

ANSWER: Leviathan
12. 
Indianapolis Colts owner Jim Irsay bought the roll of teletype paper this novel was supposedly written on. Dean Moriarty and Carlo Marx are among the main characters in what travel novel written by Jack Kerouac?

ANSWER: On the Road
13. 
They are different from housing cooperatives, in that ownership is of the actual residence as opposed to a share of the cooperative that allows living in the residence. Owners must pay monthly fees to the homeowner's association, which handles maintenance of the common areas such as roads and hallways, and possibly some or all utilities. What form of housing ownership is usually seen in apartment and townhouse complexes?

ANSWER: condominiums or condos

14. 
In 1994, she was assaulted in her Detroit apartment by Joseph Skipper. In 1999, her lawyers sued the band OutKast, claiming the band had used her name without her permission for a single on their album Aquemini. On October 24, 2005, she died in a Detroit nursing home. Who was this civil rights pioneer associated with Birmingham and 'the back of the bus'?

ANSWER: Rosa Parks
15. 
It is taken from lichens and filter paper is then soaked in it. What is this most common pH indicator that turns red below a pH of 4.5 and blue above 8.3?

ANSWER:  litmus test

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
It was conceived in 1988, when a Bell Labs engineer figured out how to send signals over telephone lines that did not interfere with the signals used for voice transmission. Most phone companies sat on this technology for a decade, preferring instead to have customers buy a second phone line. However, the advent of cable modems meant the rapid rollout of what brand of high-speed Internet?

ANSWER: DSL or Digital Subscriber Line
2. 
"I have discovered a truly marvelous proof of this, which this margin is too narrow to contain." So wrote its author, sparking a 400-year search, completed by Andrew Wiles in 1994, for the proof of what mathematical theorem that states that if n is 3 or greater, there are no positive integers x, y and z that satisfy the equation x^n + y^n = z^n? (x to the nth power plus y to the nth power equals z to the nth power.) 

ANSWER:  Fermat's Last Theorem (accept 'Great Theorem')

3. 
It started with a Calvinist rebellion in Bohemia against the staunch Catholic Holy Roman Emperor. The Danes tried to intervene, but were defeated. The Swedes intervened, but were defeated after the death of Gustavus Adolphus. The French ended the war by defeating the Emperor's forces. What war was ended with the Peace of Westphalia and lasted, as its name implies, from 1618 to 1648?

ANSWER: Thirty Years' War
4. 
It can function as an adjective meaning of enormous strength, size, or power or it can name an ill-fated ocean liner that sank in 1912. What is the word?

ANSWER: titanic
5. 
As a young teenager, this man apprenticed under mosaic artist Sebastian Zuccato in Venice, but then moved on to work under Giovanni Bellini.  Early masterpieces of his include The Triumph of Faith and Sacred and Profane Love; after his friend Giorgione (jor-jee-OH-nee) passed away, he ruled the Venetian art scene.  Who was this Renaissance painter of The Venus of Urbino who lived until 1576?

ANSWER:  Titian (or Tiziano Vecellio)

All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

