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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. At a school with 1,200 students, 5% of the students have a cold. Each one spreads it to three other students. How many students escape having the cold?

ANSWER: _960_ students (60 with a cold and 180 catching it)

2.
A naive (ny-eev) country girl, who is sent to work for a wealthy family, is seduced by the family son and bears his child. She later goes to work on a dairy farm, where she meets the man she eventually marries. After he deserts her when he learns of her past, she goes to live with the father of her child. Her husband later returns to her, she stabs her lover, and after a few happy days with her husband, she is captured and hanged for her crime. This is a synopsis of what Thomas Hardy novel?

ANSWER: Tess of the D'Urbervilles
3. 
It's been 28 years since his death, and he's still making money.  What artist was named Forbes Magazine's top earning celebrity, making more than $45 million in royalties, all while being supposedly buried in Graceland?

ANSWER: Elvis Presley
4. 
What set of four fused bones below the sacrum is also called the tailbone?

ANSWER:  coccyx
5. 
Condemning single motherhood as shown on the sitcom Murphy Brown and the correct spelling of potato were among the major gaffes committed by what former Indiana Senator who  became Vice-President under the first George Bush?

ANSWER: Dan Quayle
6. 
They started out as a quartet, as original member Betty McGlown was replaced by Barbara Martin, and then Martin left in 1961.  They formed when Detroit junior high school student Flo Ballard was asked to form a sister group to the Primes, and she recruited her best friend Mary Wilson.  What trio went on to record hits like "Come See About Me", "I Hear a Symphony", and "Baby Love", led by Diana Ross?

ANSWER:  (Diana Ross and) The Supremes
7. 
This mountain pass is located near the junction of Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia. What is this mountain pass through which Daniel Boone cut the Wilderness Road in 1775?

ANSWER: Cumberland Gap
8. 
This group, founded in 1922, broke apart in 1969 into "Official" and "Provisional" wings, with the latter committing most of the terrorist acts associated with it. The "Continuity" wing broke off in 1986 and the "Real" wing broke off in 1997; these two wings have not declared any form of a ceasefire. What is this organization whose terror acts were committed against the British?

ANSWER: Irish Republican Army or IRA
9. 
Spanish words that end in '-mente' [MAYN-tay] are usually -- what part of speech?

ANSWER: adverbs

10. 
Larry Wall is the designer of this programming language that was originally developed for text manipulation. What programming language's program files have the suffix .pl (dot-p-l)?

ANSWER: Perl
11. 
In medicine, what does EEG stand for?

ANSWER: electroencephalogram
12. 
The theory that it is impossible to specify both the position and momentum of a particle at a particular point in time and that the more accurate measurement of one of these properties decreases the precision of the other was advanced by what German physicist?

ANSWER: Werner Karl Heisenberg (accept Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle)

13. 
Some followers of this branch of Islam believe there are 1 billion planets with life forms in every galaxy, and each of those contain planes of existence for Humans, Jinn and Angels. They describe themselves as seeking to be 'burned by God.' The Turkish poet Rumi and the Persian poet Jami are perhaps the most famous followers of what mystical school of thought within Islam?

ANSWER: Sufi or Sufism
14. 
The siege of Sevastopol and the Charge of the Light Brigade are associated with what war in which Russia attempted to fight the Ottoman Empire, the United Kingdom and France simultaneously?

ANSWER: Crimean War
15.
In Charles Dickens' A Tale of Two Cities, Lucie's father, Dr. Alexandre Manette, is held as a prisoner for almost eighteen years in what infamous French prison?

ANSWER: The Bastille
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
What English writer and fisherman wrote The Compleat Angler and has a "League" named for him today that seeks to preserve spaces to fish?

ANSWER: Izaak Walton
1B. 
Who was the Whitewater Special Prosecutor whose investigation morphed into an investigation of Bill Clinton's relationship with Monica Lewinsky?

ANSWER: Kenneth Starr
2A. 
'Papa Doc' and 'Baby Doc' were the nicknames of what father-son team of dictators that ruled Haiti from 1957 to 1986?

ANSWER: Duvalier (doo-vah-lee-ay)

2B. 
To the nearest kelvin, what is the freezing point of water?

ANSWER:  273
3A. 
Name the Broadway musical based on George Bernard Shaw's play about a Cockney flower seller and her elocution teacher who aspires to make her a lady.

ANSWER: My Fair Lady (from the play Pygmalion)

3B. 
Name the author who won a Pulitzer Prize in the 1920's for his novel Arrowsmith.

ANSWER: Sinclair Lewis
4A. 
The 'Pastoral Epistles' consist of three Epistles attributed to Paul. One letter is to Titus. The other two, which are before Titus in the New Testament, are addressed to what person?

ANSWER: Timothy
4B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A school has 200 students. 80 have blue eyes and 40 have blond hair. If three-quarters of the blondes also have blue eyes, how many students have neither blonde hair nor blue eyes?

ANSWER: 110 students (50 blue eyes only, 30 double, 10 blondes only)

5A. 
The chord is a special case, with a circle, of what type of line that intersects a curve in two or more places?

ANSWER:  secant line

5B. 
While Tim Kaine was getting elected in Virginia, what man was getting elected governor of New Jersey?

ANSWER: Jon Corzine
6A. 
Which man has produced both grandiose action films such as Armageddon and Pearl Harbor as well as the hit TV shows CSI and The Amazing Race?

ANSWER:  Jerry Bruckheimer
6B. 
In a Venn diagram, circles represent sets. What does the rectangle in which the circles are drawn represent, a special set denoted with the letter U?

ANSWER:  the universe or universal set

7A. 
Epinephrine is another name for what chemical?

ANSWER: adrenaline
7B. 
Don Procopio and The Pearl Fishers were lesser-known operas by which Frenchman responsible for composing Carmen?

ANSWER:  Georges Bizet (bee-ZAY)

8A. 
The War of the Austrian Succession began in 1740 when what woman attempted to become Empress of Austria?

ANSWER: Maria Theresa
8B. 
What is the charge of a nitrite ion?

ANSWER:  negative one
9A. 
What word, from the Greek for "cut in two", means division into two usually contradictory parts or opinions? 

ANSWER: dichotomy (di-KOT-uh-me)

9B. 
What children's author from Oregon created the characters Henry Huggins and Ramona Quimby?

ANSWER: Beverly Cleary
10A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 324 into Roman numerals.

ANSWER:  CCCXXIV
10B. 
What is the title used by many members of the British Commonwealth to describe the British monarch's personal representative in that country?

ANSWER: Governor-General
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
It originates in eastern New Mexico and flows through Texas before emptying into the Rio Grande at Del Rio, Texas. For much of the 19th century, it marked the boundary of the Wild West. What is this river where Texas Judge Roy Bean proclaimed himself the only law west of it?

ANSWER: Pecos River

2. 
This American writer was a paid volunteer in an experimental program at a veterans’ hospital who took mind-altering drugs and reported on their effects. This experience and his work as a hospital aide served as the background for his best-known novel, One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest. Name him.

ANSWER: Ken Elton Kesey (kee-zee)

3. 
His aunt is Talia Shire from the Rocky films, and he appeared briefly in Fast Times at Ridgemont High, credited with his original last name, Coppola.  A huge fan of comics, he chose his current surname from the alter ego of Marvel superhero Power Man, and named his youngest son Kal-El.  Who is this Academy Award winner for Leaving Las Vegas and star of other films such as Con Air and National Treasure?

ANSWER:  Nicolas Cage
4. 
In the sentence "Reading her new book, Nancy became sleepy," the participial phrase is used as what part of speech?

ANSWER: adjective
5. 
It is an abbreviation of the name of the Greek-American doctor that first invented it. What is this standard part of a gynecological exam that is most often used to detect early cervical cancer?

ANSWER: Pap test or Pap smear or accept Papinicolaou (pah-pee-nee-koh-lau) in place of ‘Pap’

6. 
What member of Samuel Johnson's literary circle wrote Citizen of the World, She Stoops to Conquer, and The Vicar of Wakefield?

ANSWER: Oliver Goldsmith
7. 
The ratio of tensile strength to tensile strain is what modulus abbreviated Y?

ANSWER:  Young's modulus

8. 
She was married to Alfred Steele, the president of Pepsi; after his death, she served on Pepsi's board of directors for fourteen years.  Her first sound picture was 1929's Untamed, and she won an Academy Award for 1945's Mildred Pierce.  What actress adopted six children, one of whom, Christina, accused her of abuse in the book and movie Mommie Dearest?
ANSWER:  Joan Crawford
9. 
Erawan was a Thai creature with either three or 33 heads.  Airavata was white, guarded the entrance to Svarga, which was Indra's palace, and carried Indra where he needed to go; he had four tusks and seven trunks.  Both of these are what kind of animal, whose head was attached to the body of the Hindu god Ganesh?

ANSWER: elephant
10. 
After 1777, their primary use was to garrison already-captured cities; only two regiments of them surrendered at Yorktown. Their worst performance was at the Battle of Trenton, where George Washington captured a thousand of them. A principality in northern Germany lent its name to what German mercenaries that fought against the Americans in the Revolutionary War?

ANSWER: Hessians

11. 
They were first used by the Babylonians around 2400 BC, and evolved from pouring dust or pebbles on a flat stone to aid with calculations. The Japanese and Chinese, who are often credited with its invention, actually use different varieties of what calculation tool that consists of beads on metal rods? 

ANSWER: abacus
12. 
His father sang at the coronation of Charles II, and his brother Daniel also created various compositions.  He succeeded his teacher, Dr. John Blow, as Westminster Abbey organist in 1680; by then he had composed music to works by Aphra Behn, Dryden, and Shakespeare.  Who was this English composer of the sacred work Te Deum and Jubilate and the opera Dido and Aeneas (dye-doh and ah-nee-us)?

ANSWER:  Henry Purcell (PUR-sull)

13.
Its chemical formula is C10H14N2. In 1988, Surgeon General C. Everett Koop said its addictive properties were similar to heroin and cocaine, angering the millions of American who use it daily. What is this organic compound found naturally in the tobacco plant?  

ANSWER: nicotine
14. 
Name the James Baldwin novel that portrays the religious conversion of John Grimes and focuses on the prayers of the "saints," - John's mother, stepfather, and Aunt Florence.

ANSWER: Go Tell It on the Mountain
15. 
His first well-known work was The Economic Consequences of the Peace which described the economic effects of World War I. However, he is probably best known for his work The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money. Who was this economist best known for his economic theory that posited that recessions could be mitigated by increasing overall demand through increasing government spending?

ANSWER: John Maynard Keynes [KAYNZ]

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
It is made by heating gypsum to 300 degrees, creating a powder that has water added to it. Since the 1950s, it has been replaced in housing interiors with drywall, which is also made of gypsum. What building material is named for the French city where it was originally manufactured?

ANSWER: plaster of Paris

2. 
John F. Kennedy attempted to create a "new" one with his legislative agenda. It was officially declared closed by the U.S. Census of 1890, since there was no contiguous area of counties with a density of less than 6 people per square mile. What is this area that historian Frederick Jackson Turner defined as "the region between civilized society and the untamed wilderness?"

ANSWER: the American frontier
3. 
3 times the quantity x plus y equals 3x plus 3y. This is a simple demonstration of what mathematical property?

ANSWER:  transitive property

4. 
TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED. Who were both candidates in the 2005 Virginia Attorney General's race?

ANSWER: Creigh Deeds and Bob McDonnell
5. 
A word meaning wise and trusted adviser has its origins in the name of the man to whom Odysseus (o-DIS-see-us) entrusted the education of his son. What is this six-letter word?

ANSWER: mentor
All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

