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Match #45


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
This play is about a man whose domestic life is disturbed by the jealous ghost of his first wife. Name this work by Noel Coward.

ANSWER: Blithe Spirit
2. 
Broadly speaking, there are two types of this. The physiological type involves the body actually needing the substance or activity and going through withdrawal if deprived. The psychological type involves a mental craving for the substance or activity. What is this term used to describe a craving or need for something, such as a drug?

ANSWER: addiction
3. 
It is often difficult to attribute works to this artist, as an early twentieth century painter named Hans van Meergeren completed numerous fakes in this artist's style.  Usually about 34 paintings are credited to him, including Officer and a Laughing Girl and The Little Street.  Who was this Dutch Baroque artist, better known for everyday paintings like The Music Lesson and Girl with a Pearl Earring?

ANSWER:  Jan (or Johannes) Vermeer
4. 
Charles Dudley Warner collaborated with what Missouri-born author to write The Gilded Age?

ANSWER: Mark Twain or accept Samuel Langhorne Clemens
5. 
Nissl bodies, dendrites, and axons are parts of what type of nerve cells?

ANSWER:  neurons (accept 'nerve cells' before it is said in the question)

6. 
In Arab and Turkish culture, this only refers to the part of a house in which no male strangers are allowed. It is also the English translation of the Chinese word hougong (hoo-GONG), which means 'the palaces behind,' in which the emperor's consorts and female attendants lived. What is this term that in English also refers to any collection of multiple wives?

ANSWER: harem
7. 
They usually occur over tropical seas, and occur most often within 100 miles of a shoreline. What name is given to a tornado that either begins or travels over the ocean? 

ANSWER: waterspouts

8. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x.  4x minus 2 equals 7x plus 9.

ANSWER:  -11/3 (negative eleven thirds)

9. 
Among his works are Travesties, The Real Thing, and The Real Inspector Hound. What 20th-century Czech (check) playwright also wrote Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are Dead?

ANSWER: Tom Stoppard
10. 
This school is the setting for the third season of BET's program College Hill. What is this historically black college in Petersburg? 

ANSWER: Virginia State University

11. 
Provisions of this 2002 law include banning personal loans from the company to directors and senior managers, preventing auditing firms from selling other services to their clients and making CEOs and CFOs sign corporate financial reports. What is this law officially called the Public Company Accounting Reform and Investor Protection Act of 2002, named for the Ohio Congressman and Maryland Senator who led its passage?

ANSWER: Sarbanes-Oxley Act (prompt on Sarbox)

12. 
It is produced by mixing sodium and potassium salts with a strong base, such as sodium hydroxide, producing a mixture that must then be boiled to remove the glycerol and other impurities. This is a process called saponification, which is used to produce what cleaning agent that is sold in liquid or bar form?

ANSWER: soap
13. 
William Devane in Stargate SG-1.  Hal Holbrook in the short-lived 1986 show Under Siege.  Geoffrey Pierson as John Keeler, who succeeded Dennis Haysbert as David Palmer, both on 24.  Martin Sheen as Josiah Bartlet on The West Wing.  These actors all played what role on TV, a position now held by Mackenzie Allen, played by Geena Davis on Commander-in-Chief?

ANSWER:  President of the United States

14. 
Produced in glands above the eyes, what is the common name for lachrymal fluid?

ANSWER:  tears

15. 
Spelled one way, it is a suffix that means “one who makes”; spelled another, it means a ceremonial act; spelled yet another, it means to inscribe on a surface. What is the word that many women seek as a "Mister?"

ANSWER: -wright/rite/write/right
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the discriminant of the following equation? 2x^2 - 4x + 5

ANSWER:  negative 24
1B. 
Absolute and apparent are the two varieties of what astronomical measurement that measures how bright an object is?

ANSWER: magnitude
2A. 
Name the Greek author of the first great narrative history produced in the ancient world, the History of the Greco-Persian Wars.

ANSWER: Herodotus (huh-ROD-uh-tus)

2B. 
What pitcher for the Cleveland Spiders and Boston Red Sox won a total of 511 games, the most ever, and lends his name to the annual award given to the best pitcher in each league?

ANSWER:  Cy Young
3A. 
About a century before Vitamin C, Edward Elgar completed what march often called "The Graduation Song" by Americans because it is played at nearly every commencement ceremony?

ANSWER:  Pomp and Circumstance, March No. 1
3B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. An unfaithful boyfriend has a 20% chance of cheating after seeing an attractive girl. What is the percentage chance he remains faithful after seeing attractive, identical triplets?

ANSWER: 51.2% (.8 * .8 * .8)

4A. 
What element makes up the particles known as 'buckyballs?'

ANSWER: carbon
4B. 
What is the term for one who collects and studies stamps?

ANSWER: philatelist
5A. 
What Virginia native and veteran of World War I, World War II and Korea is the most decorated Marine ever?

ANSWER: Lewis B. 'Chesty' Puller
5B. 
What 1954 battle between the French and the Viet Minh finally convinced the French that they could no longer govern French Indochina?

ANSWER: Dien Bien Phu
6A. 
How many chromosomes are in a normal human gamete?

ANSWER: 23
6B. 
Name the African-American woman, a member of the Harlem Renaissance, who wrote Mules and Man, Jonah's Gourd Vine and Their Eyes Were Watching God.

ANSWER: Zora Neale Hurston
7A. 
Identify the William Faulkner novel which gets its name from a line in Shakespeare's Macbeth.

ANSWER: The Sound and the Fury
7B. 
What reporter announced her retirement from the New York Times on November 9, 2005, shortly after being released from prison?

ANSWER: Judith Miller
8A. 
In 1896, what gold rush brought thousands of people to the Yukon and Alaska Territories?

ANSWER: Klondike gold rush

8B. 
This Dominican philosopher, the teacher of St. Thomas Aquinas (uh-kwine-us), was the first to produce arsenic in free form. Name him.

ANSWER: Saint Albertus Magnus
9A. 
What deity is the chief 'good god' of Zoroastrianism and opponent of Ahriman?

ANSWER: Ahura Mazda or Ormazd
9B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the most common name for a regular hexahedron?

ANSWER:  cube
10A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How  much money is 9 quarters, 8 dimes, 17 nickels, and 33 pennies?

ANSWER:  $4.23
10B. 
What is the largest city in Pakistan and its former capital before the building of Islamabad?

ANSWER: Karachi, Pakistan

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
The letters 'I' and 'J' when together are considered a single letter in this language. One dialect of this language is also called Flemish. Its vocabulary occupies a 'middle ground' between German and English. Afrikaans is derived from what European language spoken in the Netherlands? 

ANSWER: Dutch (accept Netherlandic before 'Netherlands' is said)

2. 
In the language of its country, this city's name means 'capital.' The Han River separates the older sections of the city to the north and the newer sections to the south. To the west lies the port city of Incheon [in-CHAWN]. What is this city that is the capital of South Korea?

ANSWER: Seoul, Republic of Korea 

3. 
 His son Richard was 'an unworthy successor' and was overthrown in 1660. A year later, his body was exhumed from Westminster Abbey and given a posthumous execution on the 12th anniversary of the execution of his predecessor. He created the "New Model Army", earned the nickname "Old Ironsides", and defeated Charles I in the English Civil War. What "Lord Protector" of the English Commonwealth ruled from 1649 to his 1658 death? 

ANSWER: Oliver Cromwell
4. 
This video begins with a husband throwing a picture frame onto the ground - but the action freezes in the middle of his throw, and the singer is joined by a vision of herself as a little girl.  That girl takes the singer back in time to her childhood, where her father ignores and fights with her mother, eventually leaving them, even after the girl packed a suitcase to go with him.  Seeing this, the singer grabs the frame from her husband and reconciles with him in what 2005 #1 Kelly Clarkson video?

ANSWER:  "Because of You"

5. 
This substance is used primarily in fog machines and to cool off foodstuffs. What is the solid form of carbon dioxide? 

ANSWER: dry ice (accept an early "solid carbon dioxide")

6. 
He has made some popular domestic steps such as establishing the "Reza Love" fund, and has considerable support from the Majlis (maj-liss). However, he has come under fire for comments made at the "World Without Zionism" conference calling for the destruction of Israel and for his continued support of his nation's nuclear program. Who is the former mayor of Tehran that in August was elected President of Iran? 

ANSWER: Mahmoud Ahmadinejad (ah-mah-dee-NAY-jadd)

7. 
His 300th book, Opus 300, was published in 1984. He also wrote The Gods Themselves and the Foundation trilogy. Name this Russian-born science fiction and science writer.

ANSWER: Isaac Asimov
8. 
Christians who do this do so on the basis of the Gospel of Mark, Chapter 16, verses 17 and 18. At some services where this is done, other members will drink some form of poison to demonstrate their faith. Tennessee minister George Hensley was one of the first to perform this ritual, and ironically died of a bite in 1955. The Church of God with Signs Following is the most notable group that performs what ritual with poisonous reptiles?

ANSWER: snake handling or snake handlers or taking up serpents (accept sign followers before it is mentioned)

9. 
Two to the fortieth power bytes is what unit of data storage equal to a thousand gigabytes?

ANSWER: one terabyte
10. 
This actor was considered, in the late 1850s, the "handsomest man in America." He was killed on April 26, 1865, at Richard Garrett's farm in Caroline County, Virginia, after a two-week run from the law that started when he yelled "Sic semper tyrannis" from the stage of Ford's Theater. What man did this after having seconds earlier assassinated Abraham Lincoln?

ANSWER: John Wilkes Booth
11. 
The genus Drosophila is what insect used by T. H. Morgan in his genetic studies?

ANSWER:  fruit fly
12. 
Starting in 1917, a group called the Silent Sentinels protested in front of the White House for 18 months to raise support for this proposed Constitutional amendment. After President Wilson announced his support in January 1918 and the defeat of Senators that opposed it that fall, its passage was assured and 36 states ratified it in under 18 months. What Constitutional amendment granted women the right to vote?

ANSWER: Nineteenth Amendment

13. 
What novel includes the characters Sue Snell, Tommy Ross, Chris Hargenson, Margaret White and concludes during the prom at Thomas Ewin High School?

ANSWER: Carrie
14. 
His father abandoned his family when he was ten, but that same year he met Oscar Hammerstein, who became like a father to him.  He wrote the musical By George while still in high school, and while apprenticed to Hammerstein, he completed High Tor and Mary Poppins.  Who is this lyricist of the musicals Sweeney Todd, Gypsy, and West Side Story?

ANSWER:  Stephen Sondheim
15. 
An example of one this type of game would be a $10 bet over a sporting event, in which one player wins $10, and the other loses $10. What type of game in game-theory describes a game in which one player's winnings is equal to the other player's losses?

ANSWER:  zero-sum game

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
According to English folklore, they live in the land of Cornwall, and may have been Druids who resisted Christianity, causing them to grow smaller.  They steal horses and ride them at night, and they also throw objects at humans in their homes.  What are these little people who should not be confused with the indie rock band responsible for the song "Monkey Gone to Heaven"?

ANSWER:  pixies
2. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A factory makes 50,000 bludgers a year. How much should each bludger be sold for, if the cost to the factory is $12, and the factory hopes to make $700,000 in profit from its bludgers?

ANSWER: $26
3. 
Emission of an electron or positron is what type of radiation?

ANSWER: beta
4. 
Correct the error in the following sentence:  The school day begins early for we students.

ANSWER: change we to us
5. 
One occurred in 1772, the second in 1793, and the third in 1795, wiping the victim country off the map. Russia, Austria and Prussia were the beneficiaries of what three land grabs that prompted Tadeusz (tah-day-OOSH) Kosciuszko (koh-SHOO-skoh) to lead a failed revolution?

ANSWER: partitions of Poland (accept equivalents that demonstrate clear knowledge)
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