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Match #46


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl competition at the District level. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Release of these questions to any entity not affiliated with the District competition or the schools that are members of the given District, without prior approval of Shawn Pickrell, is prohibited. This is meant to keep question security.

(b)
The discussion or other reference to these questions with other entities in the Commonwealth of Virginia that are associated in any way with the Scholastic Bowl competition before all District champions have been determined is prohibited. This is also meant to keep question security.

(c)
These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the Commonwealth of Virginia, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia This will apply to ANY entity in the Commonwealth of Virginia that receives these questions, be it directly from Shawn Pickrell or indirectly through various means.
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. A store is running a 40% off sale on all merchandise. A sweater can now be bought for $42. How much was the sweater worth originally?

ANSWER:  $70
2. 
A Wachovia bank robbery in Henrico County was committed by a man carrying one of these. What is this device that was carried by Candice Rose Martinez during four robberies of Wachovia branches, enabling her to talk to her boyfriend who was guiding her through the robbery?

ANSWER: cell phones (accept equivalents)

3. 
What abbreviation is commonly used for the “bad” type of cholesterol?

ANSWER:  LDL
4. 
In 2005, he toyed briefly with the idea of running for a second term as Virginia's governor, but was reassured by Jerry Kilgore of Kilgore's commitment to lowering taxes. Who was elected in 1997 on the slogan "No car tax?"

ANSWER: James S. Gilmore
5. 
This book's title character gets her nanny, Golly, fired, as well as alienating her friends Janie and Sport. The theft of the title character's book by Marion Hawthorne is the plot-driving event of what Louise Fitzhugh book whose main character, as the title says, likes to snoop around the neighborhood?

ANSWER: Harriet the Spy
6. 
This African country has 250 ethnic groups, with the largest being the Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba. What is this African country that has moved its capital to Abuja [ah-BOO-jah] from Lagos, the country in Africa with the highest population?

ANSWER: Nigeria
7. 
Carl Anderson discovered what antiparticle of the electron?

ANSWER:  positron
8. 
This group's debut album, 2003's Take This to Your Grave, was released on independent label Fueled By Ramen Records.  Formed by bassist Pete Wentz and drummer Andy Hurley, they signed to Island Records and in 2005 released their second album, From Under the Cork Tree.  Patrick Stump is the lead singer of what band, responsible for "Sugar, We're Goin' Down", that shares its name with Radioactive Man's sidekick on the Simpsons?

ANSWER:  Fall Out Boy
9. 
"Our sovereign Lord the King chargeth and commandeth all persons, being assembled, immediately to disperse themselves, and peaceably to depart to their habitations, or to their lawful business, upon the pains contained in the Act made in the first year of King George the First for preventing tumults and riotous assemblies. God Save the King!" The preceding sentences must be read by an officer of the law before invoking what act designed to disperse unlawful gatherings, and whose 'reading' today is slang for an extended lecture?

ANSWER: riot act
10. 
What six-letter verb means to turn aside from a course or direction or to entertain by distracting from worrisome thoughts or cares?

ANSWER: divert
11. 
There are three types of these -- meteorological, agricultural and hydrologic. What are these events that result in a lack of water, either in precipitation, for crops, or to sustain water tables? 

ANSWER: drought
12.
This massive novel was inspired by the author's tasting a "Madeleine," which caused him to remember his childhood with a celebrated vividness. What is this work by Marcel Proust?

ANSWER:  Remembrance of Things Past
13. 
This fort on Locust Point overlooking an important harbor was named for the Secretary of War during George Washington's second term. Before the British attack, Mary Pickersgill made an oversized American flag to fly over it, which remained still there despite a 25-hour bombardment through the night of September 13, 1814. The attack on what fort overlooking Baltimore Harbor prompted Francis Scott Key to write the poem that became "The Star-Spangled Banner?"

ANSWER: Fort McHenry
14. 
What is the French translation of the preposition 'with'?

ANSWER: avec [ah-VEK]

15. 
This work was written in G Major, and despite its name, was composed in Paris.  Completed in 1791, it was first performed when the composer earned an honorary doctorate when he arrived in Britain.  Identify this ninety-second symphony of Joseph Haydn, written just before his twelve London Symphonies, and named after the university where he received the doctorate.

ANSWER: Oxford Symphony (accept "Symphony No. 92" until mentioned)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A. 
Name the American journalist, historian, and novelist who is best known for his massive study of the history of Nazi Germany, The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich.

ANSWER: William Lawrence Shirer
1B. 
What four-letter acronym is used by computer experts to describe a situation where a computer is given bad data and hence returns bad results?

ANSWER: GIGO (guy-goh, also accept Garbage In Garbage Out)

2A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert 111 into a binary number.

ANSWER:  1101111
2B. 
In The Three Musketeers by Alexandre Dumas (doo-mah), which of the three musketeers comes last alphabetically?

ANSWER: Porthos (Aramis and Athos are the other two)

3A. 
What is the atomic number of silicon?

ANSWER:  14
3B. 
In Greek mythology, what murderous King of the Lapiths attempted to seduce Hera at Olympus, and as punishment was condemned by Zeus to spin eternally on a fiery wheel?

ANSWER:  Ixion
4A. 
Edward Teach was the given name of what famous pirate that raided the Virginia and North Carolina coasts between 1716 and 1718?

ANSWER: Black Beard
4B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the degree measure of an angle whose supplement is 6 degrees?

ANSWER:  174 degrees
5A. 
What teenage tennis phenom replaced an injured Lindsay Davenport atop the WTA rankings in August?

ANSWER: Maria Sharapova
5B. 
The Constitution forbids what type of laws that declare someone or some group guilty of a crime without benefit of trial?

ANSWER: bill of attainder
6A. 
What Viking explorer and father of the discoverer of America discovered and settled Greenland in 985 AD?

ANSWER: Erik the Red (prompt on just 'Erik')

6B. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Jim can do a job in 4 hours. Susan can do the job in N hours. If Jim and Susan, working together, can do the job in 1 hour, how long would it take Susan to do the job by herself?

ANSWER:  4/3 hours or 80 minutes (accept equivalents)

7A. 
What skin disease is caused by a mite and gets its name from the Latin word meaning "itch?"

ANSWER: scabies
7B. 
The two main parts of the nervous system are central and what?

ANSWER: peripheral
8A. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Shawn went to a 12-item Indian buffet, of which 6 were vegetables and 6 meat. He picked two vegetables and one meat. How many distinct combinations could Shawn pick?

ANSWER: 90 (6 * 5 = 30, 30 / 2 = 15, 15 * 6 = 90)

8B. 
What former star of the TV show My So-Called Life is earning rave reviews for her title role as department store worker Mirabelle in the Steve Martin film Shopgirl?

ANSWER:  Claire Danes
9A. 
What adjective means selecting individual elements from a variety of sources, such as furniture from various periods and styles?

ANSWER: eclectic
9B. 
What ancient Mesopotamian step-pyramids served as temples and palaces, and were built between 4000 and 600 BC?

ANSWER: ziggurats

10A. 
In architecture, what seven-letter word refers to the crowning portion of a column, featuring scrolls in the Ionic order and acanthus leaves in the Corinthian order?

ANSWER:  capital
10B. 
Name the George Bernard Shaw play in which the devil "dreams of things that never were and asks, why not." The play shares part of its name with a Clark Kent alter ego.

ANSWER: Man and Superman
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1. 
Its walls consist of reinforced concrete with a 'skin' made of stainless steel or carbon steel. A tram allows visitors to travel to and from the top, which contains an observation deck. From the deck, visitors can see southern Illinois and eastern Missouri. What is this centerpiece of the Jefferson National Expansion Memorial, a 630-foot high arch located in St. Louis, Missouri?

ANSWER: Gateway Arch
2. 
This American devised a test for determining one’s susceptibility to diphtheria; he did not create a line of razors. Name him.

ANSWER: Bella Schick
3. 
Kyle Petty never won this event, though his grandfather, Lee, won the first in 1959, while his dad Richard took the checkered flag seven times.  A father and son duo won in 1998 and 2004; the father was killed in the final lap of the 2001 race.  What is this auto race held in Florida, the kickoff to the NASCAR season, and the tragic final race for Dale Earnhardt?

ANSWER:  Daytona 500
4. 
Although it had a short title, it had a large goal since it was Hitler's justification for ravaging Europe and killing Jews. Identify the title of this work, which translates as "My Struggle."

ANSWER: Mein Kampf (mine kompf)

5. 
It can come in pencil form, but is usually found in the shape of a crayon or stick; types include water-soluble, soft, hard, and oil.  Edgar Degas was a master of the art form, and he passed his expertise to Mary Cassatt, who popularized it in the United States.  What is this six-letter term for art that uses sticks made from pure, powdered pigment?

ANSWER:  pastel
6. 
The opossum is North America's only native species of what type of mammal that also includes koalas and kangaroos?

ANSWER:  marsupials

7. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the cube root of negative 512?

ANSWER:  negative 8
8. 
In 1656, this philosopher was thrown out of the Jewish community of Amsterdam for his view that 'God' and 'Nature' were the same thing. Who is this philosopher known for his works, On the Improvement of the Understanding and his Ethics?

ANSWER: Baruch (or Benedictus) Spinoza
9. 
After the resignation of John C. Calhoun, he was nominated Vice-President at the first-ever Democratic National Convention, held in 1832. What man became President, but suffered the ill effects of the Panic of 1837, and then lost his re-election bid to William Henry Harrison?

ANSWER: Martin van Buren
10. 
Name the American short story writer, considered the father of the short story, who wrote Tales of the Grotesque (gro-tesk) and Arabesque (air-uh-besk), "The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym," and "The Purloined Letter."

ANSWER: Edgar Allan Poe
11. 
What term refers to compounds that are not super-imposable with their mirror images?

ANSWER:  chiral
12. 
On what month, day and year did Fall Weiss, the German invasion of Poland, begin, marking the start of World War I?

ANSWER: September 1, 1939
13. 
He led the American civil rights movement in the 1960s and ‘70s, during which time he wrote "Letter from Birmingham Jail." Name this African-American cleric who was assassinated in 1968.

ANSWER: Martin Luther King, Jr.

14. 
This former Israeli Prime Minister resigned his position as Finance Minister in August in protest over the Gaza Strip withdrawal.  At the end of August, he announced his intentions to challenge Ariel Sharon for leadership of the Likud Party once again.  Who is this man, once accused of theft and bribery, who signed the 1998 Wye River Accords with the PLO?

ANSWER: Binyamin "Bibi" Netanyahu
15. 
It was discovered in 1928 by the Scottish scientist Alexander Fleming. He had accidentally left a Petri dish on the window overnight, and discovered that Gram-positive bacteria were not growing as quickly as they were before. What is this first antibiotic? 

ANSWER: penicillin
Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1. 
In chapter five of his Bible book, he shaves his hair with a sword, burns part of it, strikes part of it with a sword and scatters the rest to the wind. In Chapter four, he rested on his left side for 390 days and on his right side for another 40. He started his prophesying in the 'thirtieth year'. Who is this prophet known for his prophecy of the Valley of the Dry Bones?

ANSWER: Ezekiel
2. 
It is the better-known name of The Disputation of Doctor Martin Luther on the Power of Efficacy of Indulgences. What is this document supposedly nailed to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg, Germany, on October 31, 1517, named for the number of points made in it? 

ANSWER: 95 Theses
3. 
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the area of a circle with a circumference of 10 pi feet?

ANSWER:  _25 pi square feet_

4. 
In the sentence "Infants first learn to creep," the infinitive is used in what function?

ANSWER: direct object (prompt on predicate or noun)

5. 
What blanket term describes any natural resource whose supply is finite, such as mined minerals, coal, petroleum and even nuclear energy?

ANSWER: non-renewable resources

All questions ©2005 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

