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These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl State Championship tournament. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Marie Suter, Marian Suter, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions, which were further reviewed by Pickrell, Fine, Mueller, Suter, Goff, Raj Dhuwalia, Dave Reinstein, Alex Drake, Billy Beyer and Lee Henry. 

These questions may not be released AT ANY TIME to entities outside the tournament, except with prior approval of Shawn Pickrell. Discussion of these questions, however, is permitted between entities within and without the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each

1.
Son of Wehostan, his father slew the Swedish prince Eanmund and took his sword. This man, in turn, inherited it and traveled to Geatland. Name the young kinsman of Beowulf who helps him at the close of the epic by slaying the fire-breathing dragon.

ANSWER:  Wiglaf
2.
According to the New Yorker, he was a regular at Beirut strip clubs in the early 1970s and even visited the United States in 1978. In 1990, he called for jihad against Saddam Hussein and offered to defend Saudi Arabia and liberate Kuwait. However, he was rebuffed by the Saudi government. Who is this man that then launched a jihad, now lasting fifteen years, against the United States as leader of al-Qa’eda?

ANSWER: Osama bin Laden

3.
It claims descent from a program called "Spyglass," but it was not widely used until Version 4, which was integrated with Windows 98. It is currently on Version 6, Service Pack 2, and in February 2005, Bill Gates announced the creation of version 7, which will contain many of the features of its open-source rival, Firefox. What program is still used by 85% of computer users to surf the World Wide Web?

ANSWER: Microsoft (or Windows) Internet Explorer (do not accept "Explorer" by itself, that is a separate program)

4.
This Virginia city serves as the host to the NCAA Division III football and basketball championships. Its high school football team is also the defending VHSL Group AA champion. What city, despite not being Roanoke, is the home of Roanoke College and is bordered by Roanoke County and Roanoke City?

ANSWER: Salem, Virginia

5.
This term is used by Freudians to describe someone “stuck” in a stage of psychosexual development. It also describes someone who cannot adopt new ideas or ways of thinking about a problem, or someone who becomes obsessed with something or someone. What term is most often used in the popular mind with “oral”?

ANSWER: fixation

6.
She was married to fellow director Spike Jonze for four years, but divorced him in 2003.  Her directing career began in 1998 with the short film "Lick the Star," followed by 1999's The Virgin Suicides, and this fall she will release a biopic on Marie Antoinette starring Kirsten Dunst.  Best known for the movie Lost in Translation, what daughter of a famous director still has to live down her horrific acting performance as Mary Corleone in The Godfather Part III, which was directed by her father Francis Ford?

ANSWER:  Sofia Coppola (prompt on just “Coppola”)

7.
The campaign for this city started with a number of minor engagements fought in May and June, culminating in a moderate-sized Confederate victory at Kennesaw Mountain on June 27. In July, Jefferson Davis removed the original Confederate commander, Joseph Johnston. His replacement, John Bell Hood, lost several battles, eventually having to evacuate what city, leaving it to be captured by Federal troops under William Tecumseh Sherman in 1864?

ANSWER: Atlanta campaign

8.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Factor x squared plus 31x plus 220.

ANSWER:  x plus 11 and x plus 20
9.
Caused by a Gram-negative enterobacteria discovered in 1885, what food borne illness is usually caught from poultry and raw eggs?

ANSWER:  salmonella
10.
In the sentence “The older tribal leaders speak more frequently,” what part of speech is the word more?

ANSWER: adverb
11.
Like tar, is composed mostly of bitumen; unlike artificial tar, it is a naturally occurring component of crude oil. Since it hardens unless kept very hot, it is mixed with kerosene for transport. Roof shingles and road pavement are the major uses of what mixtures of heavy hydrocarbons?

ANSWER: asphalt
12.
It can refer to the area farthest from the aperture and nearest the apex of a coiled gastropod shell; the slender, tapering part of a blade of newly-sprouting grass; or the top part of a building that tapers upward, as in a church’s steeple. What is the word?

ANSWER: spire
13.
His ability to communicate with human and animal minds is limited by being imprisoned in salt water. His current home is an underwater city in the Pacific Ocean, and he is said to resemble a giant mix between an octopus, dragon and human. Who is this foremost of the Great Old Ones, a god whose “Call” was prominent in the universe of H.P. Lovecraft?

ANSWER: Cthulhu (kuh-thoo-loo)

14.
He disappeared from known history after his recall to Rome in 36 AD after the brutal quelling of a Samaritan uprising. Some Christian traditions hold that he committed suicide in Gaul. His most famous acts, however, are recorded in the Gospels, where he eventually yielded to the demand of the multitudes. Who was the Roman governor of Judea at the time of Christ's crucifixion? 

ANSWER: Pontius Pilate
15.
Greek resistance was smashed at the battle of Chae-ro-ne-a after the speeches of De-mos-the-nes could not convince the Greeks to unite against him.  However, his plans to invade Asia Minor were ended when a bodyguard assassinated him, probably due to the plotting of his wife Olympias. Whose death in 336 BC allowed his son, Alexander, to take the throne of Macedonia?

ANSWER: Phillip II or Phillip of Macedon (before “Macedonia” is said)

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each

Questions with an “A” after their number will be read to the team that selects set A of questions; questions with a “B” after their number will be read to the team that selects set B of questions.

1A.
Opposition groups in what country are charging the government with election fraud, after President Hugo Chavez’ party won all 167 seats in the legislature?

ANSWER: Venezuela

1B.
Which opera, the last in Wagner’s Ring cycle, is about the battle of Ragnarok; its German title translates as “Twilight of the Gods?”

ANSWER: Götterdämmerung (gawt-ter-DEM-mer-unk)

2A.
What state contains the Herbert Hoover National Historical Site and the cities of Ames and Cedar Falls?

ANSWER: Iowa
2B.
What militant organization of the 1960s broke off from the Students for a Democratic Society in 1969 and took its name from a Bob Dylan song?

ANSWER: Weather Underground or Weatherman or Weathermen

3A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Solve for x and y.  5x minus 2y equals 8 and 2x plus 5y equals 38.

ANSWER:  x equals 4 and y equals 6
3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 6 factorial minus 3 factorial?

ANSWER:  714
4A.
Name the English teacher, chemist, and physicist best known for developing the ancient concept of atoms into a scientific theory that has become a foundation of modern chemistry.

ANSWER: John Dalton
4B.
What law states that planets move in elliptical orbits with the Sun at a focal point?

ANSWER:  Kepler's first law

5A.
What German word describes the feeling of getting joy from the misery of others?

ANSWER: Schädenfreude (SHAY-den-froy-duh)

5B.
Spelled one way, it means of or relating to a choir. Add an “e” to the end, and it means a harmonized hymn, especially for the organ. What are these two words?

ANSWER:  choral or chorale
6A.
Yucca brevifolia is the scientific name of what Western U.S. tree named after a Biblical prophet?

ANSWER:  Joshua tree

6B.
What American author created the character of George Willard in his 1919 work Winesburg, Ohio?

ANSWER: Sherwood Anderson
7A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  How much money is 5 half-dollars, 3 quarters, 6 dimes, 5 nickels, and 7 pennies?

ANSWER:  $4.17
7B.
Due to criticism that he has let the proceedings spin out of control, justice Rizgar Mohammed Amin recently submitted his resignation as chief justice of whose trial?

ANSWER: Saddam Hussein
8A.
In which Hawthorne short story will you find the character the Reverend Mr. Hooper?

ANSWER: “The Minister’s Black Veil”

8B.
What kind of dinosaur takes its name from the Latin for fast thief?

ANSWER:  ve-lo-ci-rap-tor
9A.
While Pete Rose and Ty Cobb are #1 and #2 on baseball’s “most career base hits” list, what player is #3 on that list? 

ANSWER: Hank Aaron
9B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the product of (x minus 9) and (2x plus 16)?

ANSWER:  2x squared minus 2x minus 144 or 2 times (x squared minus x minus 72)
10A.
Name any of the four of the airline flights that were involved in the September 11, 2001, attacks on America. 

ANSWER: American Airlines Flight 11, American Airlines Flight 77, United Airlines Flight 93 or United Airlines Flight 175
10B.
Waterford Crystal merged in 1987 with what British pottery firm that has the last name of its 18th-century founder, Josiah?

ANSWER: Wedgwood

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each
1.
Named after a French pathologist, what is the name for regularly spaced gaps in the myelin sheath around an axon or nerve fiber?

ANSWER:  nodes of Ranvier
2.
According to legend, there is at least one of these in every household, and they reside inside appliances.  At first they helped humans with inventions, but when the engineers and inventors claimed the discoveries for themselves, they decided to cause mishaps in machinery instead.  First named in the 1920s when they were blamed for malfunctions in airplanes, what are these creatures that became a model of cheap car made by AMC and hideous beings created when mogwai (moh-gwhy) were fed after midnight?

ANSWER:  gremlins

3.
In this American short story you will find the lines, "Patience, patience!". . . ."You have been a long time growing old. Surely, you might be content to grow young in half an hour! But the water is at your service." What was this story written by Nathaniel Hawthorne about a group of people who find water from the Fountain of Youth?

ANSWER: “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”

4.
The city of London successfully bid $2.68 million to host the start of this event in 2007.  Jacques Anquetil (an-ke-TEEL), Eddie Merckx (MERKS), Bernard Hinault (ee-NOHL), and Miguel Indurain all won it five times, but 1999 began a record-breaking run of seven straight wins by an American.  What 3000-plus mile cycling race was dominated in recent years by Lance Armstrong?

ANSWER:  Tour de France
5.
In 1981, Ted Benna noticed a loophole in the Internal Revenue Code and thus his firm was the first to offer these. Withdrawals must begin at age 70 ½, and a 10% penalty usually applies to withdrawals before age 55. As companies shift from defined-benefit to defined-contribution pensions, they have begun to offer and provide matching funds for what type of retirement accounts that now hold over $2 trillion in assets? 

ANSWER: 401(k) plans (DO NOT accept “IRA” or “Roth IRA”)

6.
Spelled one way, it means not yielding the desired outcome or fruitless. Spelled another, it means a relatively thin, rigid, flat or sometimes curved surface mounted along an axis and turned by or used to turn a fluid. Spelled still another, it means a tube that carries blood to the heart. What is the word?

ANSWER: vain or vane or vein
7.
He visited Baghdad in 1975, at the invitation of then Vice-President Saddam Hussein, during his first term as Prime Minister.  He was again named Prime Minster in 1986, but resigned to run against President Mitterand in 1988.  In January 2006, he announced that his country had the ability to use tactical nuclear strikes in response to terrorist attacks.  What former Mayor of Paris is the President of the French Republic?

ANSWER: Jacques Chirac
8.
In 1922, Sir Frederick Banting and C.H. Best were the first to isolate this hormone from dogs. What hormone, secreted from the pancreas, is needed to reduce the level of sugar in the blood?

ANSWER: insulin
9.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is 63 percent of 84?

ANSWER:  52.92
10.
This newspaper, founded in 1982, was notable for its heavy use of colorful charts, its short sentences and its three-sentence paragraphs, at first earning it the nickname “McPaper,” but later earning it numerous imitators. Al Neuharth was the founder of what newspaper that has surpassed the Wall Street Journal to become the most widely-circulated newspaper in the US? 

ANSWER: USA Today
11.
As opposed to the p-type, what type of semiconductor contains donor impurities?

ANSWER:  n-type semiconductor

12.
What device that is the main component in analog ammeters and voltmeters produces a rotary deflection in response to electric current flowing through the device's coil?

ANSWER:  galvanometer
13.
In this literary work, the traveler sets out on the night before Good Friday, and finds himself in the middle of a dark wood. There he encounters three beasts:  a leopard, a lion, and a she-wolf. Fortunately, Beatrice, along with the Virgin Mary herself, sends the spirit of a classical Latin poet to guide him through much of his journey through Hell, Purgatory and Heaven. Name this allegorical religious poem by Dante (dahn-tay).

ANSWER: The Divine Comedy
14.
A picture taken on this island won the Pulitzer Prize in 1945, the only time a photograph won the award in the same year it was taken.  It shows John Bradley from the Navy Corps along with five Marines from Company E: Michael Strank, Rene Gagnon, Ira Hayes, Franklin Sousley, and Harlon Block.  Identify the location of the famous photograph taken by David Rosenthal, showing six men planting a flag on Mount Suribachi during World War II.

ANSWER:  Iwo Jima
15.
The Longfellow poem “Evangeline” is about their Great Upheaval, which occurred in the late 1750s. Their cuisine makes liberal use of rice, onions, celery and bell pepper in making various gumbos and jambalayas. Zydeco (zye-deh-koh) music is a well-known product of what descendants of French settlers that, after being expelled from Nova Scotia, settled in southern Louisiana?

ANSWER: Cajuns

Spare questions 
Try to replace the question discarded with the spare question in a subject area – i.e. science for science, social studies for social studies, etc.) Be sure to mark off the questions as they are used.
1.
In this short story, you will find Bobby Martin, Harry Jones, and Dickie Delacroix (dell-uh-kwah) stuffing their pockets full of stones and small rocks in preparation for the town’s annual event. The only people to protest the annual event were Mr. and Mrs. Adams and Tessie Hutchinson, who is the “winner.” Tessie then received a ritual stoning in what short story, written by Shirley Jackson? 

ANSWER:  “The Lottery”

2.
The composer reused the theme of this symphony’s second movement in his 1801 oratorio The Seasons. However, it is an unusual G chord in measure 16 of the otherwise peaceful second movement for which this symphony is best known. Symphony Number 94 in G major by Joseph Haydn has what nickname, given since the G chord is very loud? 

ANSWER: Surprise Symphony
3.
Federico Granados was its dictator from 1917 to 1919, and José Figueres (fee-GAY-rays) Ferrer (fay-RAIR) led a revolt after its disputed presidential election of 1948. A year later, Ferrer introduced Article 12 of its Constitution, which abolished the military. What country refers to itself as the “Switzerland of the Americas,” and has a capital at San José?

ANSWER: Costa Rica
4.
They are composed of layers of calcium carbonate held together by a compound called conchiolin (kawn-chee-oh-lin). In 1896, the Japanese perfected making them through a process called mariculture. Their freshwater variety comes in a number of brilliant colors, and black ones, the most valuable, are found naturally in Tahiti. Bivalve mollusks, such as oysters, will respond to irritants by forming what round gemstones?

ANSWER: pearls

5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. For what values of x does x squared plus 14x minus 95 equal zero?

ANSWER:  x equals 5 and minus 19
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

