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Match #9


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
In the 19th century, Napoleon set up the Ligurian Republic in this city, which is still the largest port in Italy. Andrea Doria and Christopher Columbus are natives of what Italian seaport that fought several wars during the 14th and 15th centuries against Venice? 

ANSWER: Genoa
2.
Michael Donald in 1981 and James Byrd, Jr., in 1998, were among the most recent American victims of this crime. An instance in Minnesota in 1920 shocked the nation and factory owner Leo Frank was a non-Black victim in 1915. The Ku Klux Klan committed most of what extra-judicial killings of Blacks accused of crime?

ANSWER: lynching(s)

3.
What is the quantitative study of reactants and products in a chemical reaction called?

ANSWER:
stoichiometry (stoy-kee-AW-meh-tree)
4.
The Fool in this play disappears in Act III, Scene 6. By the end of the play, the Duke of Albany has taken the throne, and Edgar has killed his illegitimate half-brother Edmund. Which of Shakespeare’s tragedies begins with the title character dividing Britain between his three daughters – Goneril, Regan and Cordelia? 

ANSWER: King Lear
5.
Whose wager states that belief in God has no bad consequence if God does not exist, but that disbelief in God has bad consequences if God does exist? 

ANSWER: Pascal’s wager 

6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Solve for X.  X cubed plus 400 equals 57.

ANSWER:
X equals negative 7
7.
Like gold, this alloy is yellow and often used as a decoration.  Name this alloy made from copper and zinc that is often used in musical instruments.

ANSWER:
brass
8.
This seven-letter word comes from Norse words meaning “master of a house.” As a verb, it means to manage frugally, and adding the letters “ry” makes a noun that means the science of managing, especially in relation to animals. What is this word that as a noun means a man that a woman is married to?

ANSWER: husband
9.
This word refers not to a single type of ship, but instead to any ship propelled by oars. Early designs had only one man on each oar, and rowing required a lot of skill. Only later, when each oar had up to seven men on it, did the familiar image of a kettle drum and rowing slaves appear. What type of ship also lends its name to a ship’s kitchen?

ANSWER: galley
10.
In March, Menzies Campbell was elected the leader of what left-wing British party, the third largest behind the Labour and Conservative parties?

ANSWER: Liberal Democrats
11.
This office complex opened in 1973, and eventually came to have seven buildings. A fire struck on February 13, 1975, and a bomb struck its garage on February 26, 1993. What office complex passed into history at 8:46 a.m. and 9:02 a.m. Eastern Daylight Time on September 11, 2001? 

ANSWER: World Trade Center
12.
With empirical formula C17H14O4S, it was known as rofecoxib (roh-feh-COK-sib) and is a COX-2 blocker.  This drug is now the subject of lawsuits due to increased risk for heart attack and stroke. In 2004, Merck pulled from the market what arthritis drug?

ANSWER:
Vioxx (accept Ceoxx or Ceeoxx) 

13.
Past holders of this office include Artemisia Lufkin, the first woman to hold it, and Grogan Stump, who settled the Beings and Beasts question. Millicent Bagnold held it for a while, and its current holder is Rufus Scrimgeour. For the first five Harry Potter books, Cornelius Fudge held what position at the head of the Wizarding world in Britain? 

ANSWER: Minister of Magic or Ministry of Magic

14.
Ed Smith, a star player at NYU in 1934, was the model for this award.  Its first winner, Jay Berwanger, was drafted by the Philadelphia Eagles, but never played pro football.  O.J. Simpson, Bo Jackson, Carson Palmer, and Reggie Bush have all won what trophy presented to the best college football player?


ANSWER:  Heisman Trophy

15.
The Clausius form says it is impossible to build an engine that only transfers thermal energy from a colder body to a hotter body and the Kelvin form says it is impossible to build a cyclic engine that converts thermal energy completely into mechanical work.  Name this law that says entropy never decreases.

ANSWER:
second law of thermodynamics
Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In degrees, what angle has a tangent of the square root of 3?

ANSWER:
60 degrees
1B.
William Peter Blatty wrote what novel about the demonic possession of 13-year-old Regan MacNeil? 

ANSWER: The Exorcist
2A.
What Los Angeles Laker guard scored the second-most points in a single game, only behind Wilt Chamberlain's 100 point game, in a January contest with the New York Knicks?

ANSWER:  Kobe Bryant
2B.
What does SIDS stand for?

ANSWER:
sudden infant death syndrome
3A.
What word gets its origin from two Greek words meaning “corpse” and “divination”?

ANSWER: necromancy, necromancer or necromantic (accept other word forms if the team can show them in a dictionary)

3B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. Convert the binary number 10010 (one-oh-oh-one-oh) into a decimal number.

ANSWER:
18
4A.
What South Asian country that became independent in 1971 is the eighth-most populated country in the world, but is only ninety-fourth in land area? 

ANSWER: Bangladesh
4B.
What Constitutional Amendment ratified in 1920 permits women the right to vote?

ANSWER: 19th Amendment

5A.
How many chromosomes does a normal dipoloid human cell have?

ANSWER:
46
5B.
What son of Daedalus (DEH-dal-us) met his death when he drowned after the Sun melted the wax holding up his wings, and not at the hands of the Eggplant Wizard?

ANSWER:  Icarus (IH-ka-russ)

6A. 
An area of permeable rock that groundwater can be extracted from, via a well, is known as what?

ANSWER: aquifer
6B.
How many letters are in a typical Myers-Briggs Type Indicator, a personality test developed during World War II?

ANSWER: four (examples include INTP, ESFP, etc.) 

7A.
Who is the shrewish older daughter of Baptista Minola in Shakespeare’s play, The Taming of the Shrew? 

ANSWER: Katherine Minola (accept Kate or Katherina)

7B.
What two elements are in a cyanide ion?

ANSWER:
carbon and nitrogen

8A.
Who was the first Prime Minister of India?

ANSWER: Jawaharlal (jah-wah-HAR-lal) Nehru (NAY-roo)

8B.
Multi-party elections were held for the first time in 20 years in February in what African country, that was formerly ruled by Idi Amin and whose capital is Kampala?

ANSWER: Uganda
9A.
According to the Gospels, what city was the birthplace of Jesus Christ?

ANSWER: Bethlehem 

9B.
What Irish author wrote the short story collection Dubliners and the novel, Ulysses? 

ANSWER: James Joyce
10A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  In simplest terms, what is 11/15 minus 5/8?

ANSWER:
13/120
10B.
What unproved conjecture, named for the German mathematician more familiar for his “sums,” states that the zeroes of zeta of s all have real parts equal to one-half?

ANSWER:
Riemann hypothesis or conjecture

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. How much money is 10 quarters, 5 dimes, 17 nickels, and 16 pennies?

ANSWER:
$4.01
2.
Her two non-fiction books, Having a Baby and His Bright Light, are about her son Nicholas Traina. In 2006, she has released The House, Coming Out, Bungalow Two and H.R.H. What prolific romance writer has been married five times and has written Daddy, Jewels, The Gift, The Wedding and The Promise? 

ANSWER: Danielle Steel
3.
Established in 1879 as part of the Department of the Interior, it's programs include monitoring river levels, and worldwide earthquake and volcanic activity.  What is this federal agency, also famous for producing its 7.5 arc-minute quadrangle topographic maps?

ANSWER: United States Geological Survey or USGS

4.
Oliver Reed, who played the trainer Proximo in this film, died before shooting was completed.  Djimon (JAI-mon) Honsou (HON-soo) played the protagonist’s friend, Juba, while Connie Neilsen portrayed Lucilla, sister to deranged emperor Commodus.  Russell Crowe starred in what 2000 Oscar-winning film as general Maximus?

ANSWER:   Gladiator
5.
It was originally called Fort Carillon and was the site of two battles during the French and Indian War. On May 10, 1775, 22 sleeping British soldiers surrendered what fort in upstate New York to Ethan Allen’s Green Mountain Boys?

ANSWER: Fort Ticonderoga
6.
Some of the powerful corporations in this novel include Wyatt Oil, Taggart Transcontinental and d’Anconia Copper. Inventions in this novel include Project X, the Rearden Metal and a perpetually moving Motor named for the main character. What novel by Ayn (EYEN) Rand contains the question, “Who is John Galt?”

ANSWER: Atlas Shrugged
7.
Forbes magazine listed him as the sixth-richest fictional character in 2005, placing his net worth at 8.2 billion dollars.  He owns a lucky dime often sought after by Magica De Spell, and with the help of his grand-nephews, often foiled the plots of the Beagle Boys.  Who is this richest figure in Duckburg, the hero of the animated cartoon series DuckTales?

ANSWER:  Uncle Scrooge MacDuck

8.
After being exiled from his homeland in 1963, he lived in Turkey for a year, then in the holy city of Najaf, Iraq, for the next fifteen, and then in France. During his exile, he wrote a book, Guardianship of the Islamic Jurists, that outlined his ideal republic based on Sharia law. Who made his ideas a reality after the 1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran?

ANSWER: Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini
9.
The spelling reform of 1918 eliminated this language’s letter “yat.” Nouns have three genders and three declensions, verbs have two conjugations and there are no articles. Words such as bistro (BEE-stroh), tundra, troika, and gulag come to us from what language that is spoken in Moscow?

ANSWER: Russian
10.
He proved that white light was composed of every color by using a prism. He expanded the binomial theorem to apply to any integer exponent and, at the same time as Gottfried Leibniz (LIBE-nits), developed calculus. What scientist has the law of universal gravitation and three laws of motion named for him?

ANSWER: Isaac Newton
11.
Father and son Nicola and Giovanni Pisano were master sculptors during this period, while Simone (see-MOH-nay) Martini was one of its foremost painters.  Chartres (SHAR-truh) Cathedral and the Abbey at St. Denis (SAN duh-NEE) were two of the earliest buildings rendered during which art period, characterized by verticality, lightness, and rose windows, but not the music of Trent Reznor? 

ANSWER:  Gothic period (we had to leave out “flying buttresses,” if only for one season)

12.
Although never really accurate on the 18 month model, it is extremely accurate on a 2 year model. With the announcement of a 65-nanometer chip from Intel in early 2006 it still holds with no sign of being broken in the near future. Name this law which states that the transistor density of semiconductor chips would double roughly every 18 months.

ANSWER: Moore’s Law
13.
Aldus Manutius (mah-NOO-tee-us) invented this punctuation mark in the 15th century. Ben Johnson was the first English writer to use it and it appears in some of Shakepeare’s sonnets. What is this punctuation mark that in English separates, without the aid of a coordinating conjunction, two independent clauses in the same sentence? 

ANSWER: semicolons

14.
He represented Tennessee in Congress for three terms; after losing his final election in 1834, he said, “you may all go to hell, and I will go to Texas.” Who died at the Battle of the Alamo, and became popular once again in the 1950s despite having never worn a coonskin cap? 

ANSWER: Davy Crockett
15.
Country performers Jimmie Rodgers and Gene Autry both practiced this style of singing.  Pygmies in central Africa and Persians in the Middle East are both known for using this technique of singing a note that rapidly changes in pitch.  The European version of what singing style originated in the Swiss Alps as a form of communication?

ANSWER:  yodeling

Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
In this novel, the Ceremony of Release occurs frequently and is eventually revealed to be euthanasia. Children are born to “birthmothers” and then given to each family – one boy and one girl per family. In what Lois Lowry book is Jonas selected at his Ceremony of Twelve to become the next “Receiver of Memories”? 

ANSWER: The Giver
2.
The Dutch originated this show, calling it “Now or Neverland”.  The US version debuted in June 2001, and specialty versions have included “Psycho” at the Bates Motel; Miss USA; and stars of the then-WWF.  $50,000 is the top prize for what game show hosted by Joe Rogan, where contestants perform scary stunts and eat disgusting food?

ANSWER:   Fear Factor
3.
Gymnogyps (jim-NOH-jips) californianus (kah-lih-FOR-nyuh-nuss) is the name of what large and endangered member of the New World vulture family found in the western U.S., especially in certain large state?

ANSWER:
California condor (prompt on “condor”)

4.
Due to its lack of zoning laws, six different business districts have formed in this city. Suburbs of this city include Sugar Land and Baytown. Many residents flock to the beaches of nearby Galveston for relaxation. The largest city in Texas is what city near the Gulf Coast? 

ANSWER:  Houston, Texas

5.
Ten to the minus this power is micro, and ten to this power is mega.  How many zeroes are in a million?

ANSWER:
6
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