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Match #36


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Its presidents included David Burnet, Anson Jones and Mirabeau Lamar. Lamar hoped to expand it to the Pacific Ocean, but drove it deep into debt. This strengthened his opponents, who favored annexation by the US. What republic existed from 1836 until its annexation in 1845, and is now the second-largest US state?

ANSWER: Republic of Texas 

2. 
The brightest one visible from Earth lies in Virgo, though it lies more than 2 billion light years away from Earth.  However, were it only 33 light years away, it would appear as bright as the Sun.  Exhibiting high redshift are what objects, most of whom lie more than 3 billion light years away, that give off large amounts of electromagnetic radiation?

ANSWER: quasars
3.
This writer’s only novel, The Angelic Avengers, was written during the Nazi occupation of Denmark, the writer’s homeland. This writer is also known for a story of a Parisian political refugee, Babette’s Feast. What noblewoman used a series of male pen names and is best known her story of life on a Kenyan coffee plantation, Out of Africa? 

ANSWER: Isak Dinesen or Baroness Karen von Blixen-Finecke

4.
The original cast of this bronze sculpture is currently being displayed in Istanbul, Turkey.  Originally entitled “The Poet”, and meant to represent Dante in front of the Gates of Hell, identify this 1902 work by Auguste Rodin showing a nude man leaning forward with his chin on his hand.

ANSWER:  The Thinker (or Le Penseur)

5.
In the Eastern Orthodox Church, it begins on November 28, and lasts for forty days. In other churches, what liturgical season begins around December 1, lasts for four Sundays, and celebrates the arrival of the Christ? 

ANSWER: Advent
6.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Solve for x.  Two to the x plus three to the x equals 35.

ANSWER:
x equals 3
7.
This poem contains 16 words and was written in about two minutes. Its writer was treating a very sick child and looked out the window. It reads, in its entirety, “so much depends / upon / (BLANK) / glazed with rain / water / beside the white / chickens.” What is this most notable poem by William Carlos Williams? 

ANSWER: “The Red Wheelbarrow”

8.
This country’s modern history consists of the Zagwe and Solomonic dynasties, although it was ruled in the past by Queen Gudit, who herself overthrew the kingdom of Axum. It has maintained its independence for over 1200 years except for an occupation between 1936 and 1941 by Italy. What African country has been ruled by Menelik II and Haile Selassie? 

ANSWER: Ethiopia
9.
Known as Dromaius (droh-MAY-us) novaehollandiae (noh-vah-haw-LAN-dye), what flightless bird is the Australian equivalent to the ostrich?

ANSWER:
emu (There is an emu farm near Warrenton, Virginia.)

10.
Two practicing Muslims, Bilal and Saeed, were eliminated halfway through the first leg, while the first ever Indian couple on the show, Vipul and Arthi (AR-tee), were the last to arrive at the Great Wall of China.  Triathlete amputee Sarah is another contestant on the latest season of what world-traveling reality competition, now airing Sunday nights on CBS?

ANSWER: “The Amazing Race 10”

11.
Rhipsalis (rip-SAH-liss) baccifera (bak-SEE-fay-ruh) is the only one of them found in the Old World.  Name these flowering plants with spines for leaves commonly found in deserts.

ANSWER:
cactuses or cacti
12.
This nation fought four wars against England between 1652 and 1784. It gained its independence from Spain after the Eighty Years’ War. Between 1795 and 1806, it became the Batavian Republic, but since 1848 it has been a constitutional monarchy. What country, the former colonial master of Indonesia, is ruled today by Queen Beatrix and has a capital at Amsterdam? 

ANSWER: the Kingdom of the Netherlands (accept Holland) 

13.
Her recent works include a “prequel” to the Zorro stories simply titled Zorro and another novel, City of the Beasts. She has lived in the US since 1988; she had moved to Venezuela in 1975 after the 1973 overthrow of her uncle. What Chilean writer is best-known for her novels Paula and The House of the Spirits?
ANSWER: Isabel Allende Llona

14. 
James Madison University announced in September that they were slashing 10 varsity sports in order to maintain compliance.  The University of Maryland elevated competitive cheerleading to a varsity sport for the same reason.  Both athletic decisions were motivated by what law that mandates gender equality at educational institutions?

ANSWER: Title IX (Nine)

15.
It is made of a cylindrical cathode wrapped around a wire anode with the space between filled with a mixture of methane and argon.  Name this instrument for measuring electrically charged particles, especially radioactive particles.

ANSWER:
Geiger counter or Geiger-Muller counter

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the coordinate of the y-intercept in the equation 3x plus 8y equals 48?

ANSWER:
(0, 6)
1B.
Sally testifies at a trial that, “Mr. Jones said that the defendant was up to no good!” What objection can the defendant’s lawyer raise to that testimony?

ANSWER: hearsay rule

2A.
What is the second-lightest noble gas?

ANSWER:
neon
2B.
George and Lenny dream of owning their own farm in what novella by John Steinbeck?

ANSWER: Of Mice and Men
3A.
In this novel, Bob Curtin, Mr. Howard and Fred C. Dobbs go prospecting for gold in Mexico. What novel is famous for the line about “stinking badges”? 

ANSWER: The Treasure of the Sierra Madre
3B. 
What is the name of the oceanic mountain chain found between the US and Europe where new ocean seafloor is being formed?

ANSWER: Mid-Atlantic Ridge
4A.
Whose abdication in March 1917 marked the beginning of the Russian Revolution?

ANSWER: Nicholas II
4B 
Flea from the Red Hot Chili Peppers, Mike Dirnt from Green Day, and Pete Wentz from Fall Out Boy all play which musical instrument?

ANSWER:  bass guitar (accept “bass guitar”, but DO NOT prompt on or accept “guitar” by itself)

5A. 
What Iraqi resistance leader was killed by a US airstrike in June?

ANSWER: Abu Musab al-Zarqawi
5B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. If Kobe Bryant took 400 3-point shots and made 35% of them, how many points did he score?

ANSWER:
420 points

6A.
In typesetting, a widow happens where the last line of a paragraph is at the top of a page. What is the term for the first line of a paragraph being the last line on a page?

ANSWER: orphans

6B.
In what geological period are we currently living?

ANSWER:
Quaternary
7A.
The Pythagorean theorem is a special case of what law named after a trig function?

ANSWER:
law of cosines
7B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is 47 percent of 920?

ANSWER:
432.4
8A.
The Catholic father Edward Sorin founded what university in South Bend, Indiana, in 1842? 

ANSWER: University of Notre Dame du Lac

8B.
Judge Douglas horsewhips what villain of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer who dies when he is trapped in a cave? 

ANSWER: Injun Joe
9A.
Name the software code the computer uses when it is first powered on, a process known as booting up, whose acronym is a play on the Greek word for ‘life.’

ANSWER: Basic Input/Output System or BIOS
9B.
What philosophical belief takes its name from a word meaning “nothing” and holds that life is without true meaning?

ANSWER: nihilism
10A. 
Which Emmy-winning talk show host replaced Meredith Vieira on the panel of “The View”?

ANSWER:  Rosie O’Donnell 

10B.
The earliest explorers of Eastern Canada were hoping to find what commercially viable sea route between the Pacific and Atlantic? 

ANSWER: Northwest Passage
Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
From the Greek for hand, what term refers to compounds or ions that are not superimposable with their mirror images?

ANSWER:
chiral
2.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. In simplest terms, what is 1/9 plus 2/5 minus 1/2?

ANSWER:
1/90
3.
This Gothic-style building is located across from Rockefeller Center at 50th Street and 5th Avenue in midtown Manhattan. What largest cathedral in the United States is the seat of the Archdiocese of New York and is named for a saint whose day is on March 17?

ANSWER: St. Patrick’s Cathedral (New York City)

4.
This novel’s title character has an illegitimate child with Larry Donovan but eventually settles down with a man named Cuzak. It centers on the Nebraska childhoods of Lena Lingard, Jim Burden, and the title character, a Bohemian immigrant and the oldest daughter of the Shimerda family. What novel, along with The Song of the Lark and O Pioneers!, comprises the “prairie trilogy” of Willa Cather? 

ANSWER: My Ántonia (AHN-toh-nee-uh)

5. 
He led Notre Dame to a 1978 Cotton Bowl victory and a national championship.  Drafted in the third round, he led his team to a 13-3 record in the 1981 season, and defeated the Dallas Cowboys in the NFC championship, courtesy of Dwight Clark’s “Catch.”  Name this Hall of Fame quarterback who won four Super Bowls with the San Francisco 49ers.


ANSWER:  Joe Montana
6.
This element is found at the KT geologic boundary and along with platinum makes up the official kilogram mass.  Name this element with average atomic mass 192.2, atomic number 77, and symbol Ir.

ANSWER:
iridium
7.
A grammarian will use this word to refer to denote concepts such as “singular,” “dual,” and “plural.” A Bible scholar will know this word’s plural as the book where an Israelite census was taken by Moses. What is this word most used by mathematicians to denote concepts such as “one,” “pi,” “two,” “e,” “three” and “four?”

ANSWER: number or Numbers
8.
Consumers can avoid buying them by noticing a “vehicle title branding” associated with it, or by using sites such as Carfax. If you purchase a used car “as is,” you forfeit your rights under these laws. What term is defined in the laws of many states about defective automobiles that leave, in the buyer’s mouth, a sour taste?

ANSWER: lemon laws or lemons

9.
 al-Qa’eda forces attacked on December 12, but Northern Alliance forces, backed by US airpower, counterattacked. By December 17, the caves had been overrun, but many al-Qa’eda fighters escaped into Pakistan. What battle, fought in December 2001, was waged over a series of caves thought to be the headquarters of Osama bin Laden?

ANSWER: Tora Bora
10. 
In this work, Carrie Pipperidge falls in love with fisherman Enoch Snow, but Snow dumps Carrie after he finds her flirting with nefarious sailor Jigger Craigin.  Billy Bigelow stabs himself but is returned from Heaven fifteen years later in which Rodgers and Hammerstein musical, set in 1870s New England initially at a merry-go-round?

ANSWER:  “Carousel”

11.
 This French infitive’s future tense conjugation starts with Je pourrai (zheh POO-ray), tu pourras (tew POO-rah) and il pourra (eel POO-rah). What French verb means “to be able”?

ANSWER: pouvoir (POO-vwah)

12.
In 1905, he was promoted directly from Captain to Brigadier General. He is, along with George Washington, the only man to hold the rank of General of the Armies. Who commanded a brigade during the 1917 expedition against Pancho Villa and commanded all American forces during World War I?

ANSWER: John “Black Jack” Pershing
13. 
Ian MacDonald portrayed Frank Miller in this film, a man arrested by the lead character a couple years earlier.  Miller is out to get the marshal, Will Kane, but Kane had intended to leave town with his new wife, Amy, played by Grace Kelly in her breakout role.  Kane eventually dispatches Miller in what 1952 Western, directed by Fred Zinnemann and starring Gary Cooper, where the climactic gunfight occurs at 12 p.m.?

ANSWER:  “High Noon”
14.
About four percent of them are caused by tumors. Spicy food is not really a cause of them, and a milk-based diet can’t really help you. Name this gastrointestinal disorder usually caused by Helicobacter (hee-lih-koh-BAK-ter) pylori (PIE-loh-ree) that involves eroding the GI tract lining.

ANSWER:
stomach (or peptic) ulcer
15.
A Boston story that she was a woman named Elizabeth is probably untrue, since references to her appear in French as early as 1660. Her “Tales” appeared in 1697, edited by Charles Perrault, and include “Diamonds and Toads,” “Puss in Boots,” “Sleeping Beauty” and “Cinderella.” What woman, long associated with fairy tales, was not related, if she existed, to any birds in the family Anatidae (ah-nah-tih-DYE)? 

ANSWER: Mother Goose
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
This four-letter word, taken from an old English word meaning “common,” can mean something of low origin, or behaving in an unkind manner. A speaker will use this word to denote the intended message of what he or she says. What is this word that a mathematician will use for the “average” of a group of numbers? 

ANSWER: mean 

2.
She was the first to give the animals she studied names and the first to observe tool use among non-human animals. What British scientist wrote the books In the Shadow of Man, 40 Years at Gombe and My Friends the Wild Chimpanzees? 

ANSWER: Jane Goodall
3.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION. What is the midpoint between (-12, 23) and (18, 77)?

ANSWER:
(3, 50)
4. 
According to early myths, he was one of the oldest Greek gods, a contemporary of Chaos, and responsible for the first embrace between Ouranos (oor-AH-nos) and Gaia, heaven and earth.  Later myths claim that what god of fertility and love was the son of Ares and Aphrodite, and the analog to the Roman god Cupid?

ANSWER:  Eros (prompt on “Cupid” until the end)

5.
Artifacts left behind by this civilization include the Phaistos (FIGH-stohs) Disk, a stature of a Snake Goddess and many palaces. Although it survived an earthquake around 1700 BC, it declined after the Thera volcano erupted around 1550 BC. It was supplanted by the Mycenaean (MY-seh-nee-un) civilization. What civilization was centered at Knossos (kuh-NAW-sohs) and named for a mythical king of the island of Crete? 

ANSWER: Minoan civilization

All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

