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Match #37


These questions are for use in the Virginia High School League’s Scholastic Bowl District competition. Shawn Pickrell, Jason Mueller, Adam Fine and Dan Goff are the authors of these questions.

Districts must observe the following conditions, which must be known by all coaches, competitors and spectators of the competition:

(a)
Public discussion of these questions before all VHSL District champions have been determined is prohibited. 

(b)
Releasing these questions to entities outside your District’s competition is prohibited. 

First period: 15 tossups, 10 points each
1.
Characters this writer has created include Sparhawk the Knight, Eriond the newly-promoted God, and Belgarath the Sorcerer. What fantasy author has now credited his wife Leigh in writing series such as the Dreamers, the Tamuli (tah-MOO-lee) the Elenium (ee-leh-NEE-um), the Malloreon (mah-LOR-ee-awn) and the Belgariad (bel-GAIR-ee-ad)? 

ANSWER: David Eddings
2.
Wake County is the largest school system in this area.  While BASF, IBM, Dupont and Cisco Systems are among the largest employers in this region, it was an explosion at the EQ Chemical Company that forced an evacuation of 17,000 people in Apex, one suburb of this area.  What is this region of North Carolina, home to three ACC schools and described by the geographic shape of the three major cities that comprise it?

ANSWER: The Research Triangle
3.
After William Rosecrans crossed the Tennessee River, the Confederate high command took Walker’s division from Mississippi and Longstreet’s corps from Virginia to reinforce Braxton Bragg. The following battle would have been a disaster for the Federals but for the stand made by George Thomas, its “Rock.” What battle fought on September 18 through 20, 1863, in Georgia, was the second-bloodiest of the Civil War? 

ANSWER: Battle of Chickamauga
4.
Henry III established a royal menagerie here in 1235 that remained open until 1835. Every night, the Ceremony of the Keys is performed by the “Beefeaters” that guard it. What fortress complex was the site of many executions including those of Thomas More and Anne Boelyn? 

ANSWER: Tower of London
5.
This piezoelectric (pie-ee-zoh-ee-LEK-trik) crystal has varieties such as morion (MOH-rye-un), prasiolite (pray-see-OH-light), and chalcedony (chal-seh-DOH-nee).  Name this mineral that is composed of silicon dioxide and is a “seven” on the Mohs scale.

ANSWER:
quartz
6.
It consists of seven short stories, including “The White Seal,” “Her Majesty’s Servants” and “Kaa’s Hunting.” The villain in two of the stories is the lame tiger, Shere Khan. A wolf pack adopts the human boy Mowgli in what story collection by Rudyard Kipling set, as the name suggests, in the tropical rain forest? 

ANSWER: The Jungle Book
7.
Hiatal (high-ATE-ul), strangulated, and inguinal (in-GUY-null) are types of what injury that affected Donovan McNabb in 2005 in which a body part protrudes through a gap into another body area?

ANSWER:
hernias

8.
The preseason version was founded in 1985, while the postseason version debuted in 1938.  Temple won the first title, while participants no longer need a .500 record to be a part of it.  Identify this basketball tournament older than the Big Dance that today decides the 66th-best team in the country.

ANSWER:  NIT (or National Invitation Tournament)

9.
In The Secret of the Old Clock, she is sixteen, but by the 1950s, she had become eighteen and made several trips away from her hometown of River Heights. Frequently, she has the help of her cousins, George Fayne and Bess Marvin, and also her boyfriend, Ned Nickerson. Carolyn Keene is the credited author of books featuring what teenage detective that appeared in 36 Supermystery stories with the Hardy Boys?

ANSWER: Nancy Drew
10.
This university offers courses in over 70 languages, which is fitting, since the vast majority of students take a two-year break after freshman year to serve as missionaries. The Princeton Review regularly rates it as #1 in the “Stone-Cold Sober” category. What university in Provo, Utah, is run by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints? 

ANSWER: Brigham Young University or BYU

11.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  If a runner is through 60 percent of a 200 yard run, how many feet are left to go?

ANSWER:
240 feet

12.
Supporting characters in this novel include the German teenager Karen Clement and the American nurse Kitty Fremont. In it, Ari Ben Canaan works with the Mossad to bring Jewish refugees from a detention camp on Cyprus to Israel. What novel by Leon Uris (YOU-riss) shares its name with the second book of the Bible? 

ANSWER: Exodus
13.
She was the first female member of the Royal Statistical Society, reflecting her mathematical gifts. After returning home to Britain as a heroine in 1857, she remained virtually bedridden for the remaining 53 years of her life. In 1854, what “Lady of the Lamp” took a staff of 38 volunteer nurses to the Crimean War, reforming the practice of nursing and making it a respectable profession? 

ANSWER: Florence Nightingale
14.
Tau, muon, and electron are the three types of what subatomic particle that has little or no mass?

ANSWER:
lepton
15.
Bunk Johnson, Buddy Petit, and King Oliver all came from this city, as they played their various instruments in the legal prostitution district, known as Storyville.  Jelly Roll Morton and Louis Armstrong also first played music in which city, widely regarded as the birthplace of Dixieland Jazz, later devastated in the 21st century by Hurricane Katrina?


ANSWER:  New Orleans, Louisiana

Second period, 10 directed questions per team, 10 points each
Set A questions have an “A” after their number; set B questions have a “B.” 

1A.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  Convert the polar coordinate (5, pi over 2) (read as: five, comma, pi over 2) into a Cartesian coordinate.

ANSWER:
(0, 5)
1B.
Take the French noun that means “eye,” oeil (ewl, also spell oeil out.) Now, using English letters, what is the spelling of that noun’s plural? 

ANSWER: y e u x
2A.
The title character of what Charles Dickens novel must overcome his greedy uncle Ralph and the villainous Wackford Squeers? 

ANSWER: Nicholas Nickleby
2B.
What term is a measure of a fluid’s resistance to flow?

ANSWER:
viscosity
3A.
At 11:39 a.m. on January 28, 1986, a flawed O-ring caused the destruction of what vehicle? 

ANSWER: Space Shuttle Challenger (prompt on “Space Shuttle”)

3B.
In 1561 Ivan the Terrible may have blinded Postnik Yakovlev, the architect of what church in Moscow’s Red Square featuring a number of colorful domes?


ANSWER:  St. Basil’s Cathedral
4A.
What vitamin is also known as riboflavin?

ANSWER:
B2
4B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the height of a trapezoid with bases of length 8 and 16 feet and area 156 square feet?

ANSWER:
13 feet
5A.
What southern team won the 2006 Stanley Cup, defeating the Edmonton Oilers?

ANSWER: Carolina Hurricanes (Accept either)

5B.
What group ran the Gestapo (gheh-SHTAH-poh) and had its Waffen (VAH-fen) branch become a second, parallel army in Nazi Germany?

ANSWER: Schutzstaffel or SS
6A.
A diameter of a circle is a special type of what type of line segment which has both its endpoints on a circle’s edge and forms an arc along the circle’s edge?

ANSWER: chord

6B.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  If John makes $460 in a 40-hour workweek, how many quarters an hour did he make?

ANSWER:
46 quarters an hour

7A.
What essay by Ralph Waldo Emerson includes the saying “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds”?

ANSWER: Self-Reliance
7B.
How many chromosomes does a normal human sperm cell have?

ANSWER:
23
8A.
What is the name of the temperature at which water vapor will cool within a given parcel of air and condense to form liquid water, and is usually a good indication of how humid an air mass is?

ANSWER: dew point
8B.
The WB and UPN networks announced they were merging to form what new network?

ANSWER: the CW
9A.
What first governor of an independent Virginia is perhaps most famous for a speech he gave to the House of Burgesses on March 23, 1775? 

ANSWER: Patrick Henry
9B.
Who rose from CIA analyst to President of the United States in novels by Tom Clancy, including The Hunt for Red October, Patriot Games and Executive Orders? 

ANSWER: Jack Ryan
10A.
What word is both a dark red-brown color and a verb meaning to abandon in an area where rescue is unlikely, such as a deserted island?

ANSWER: maroon
10B.
What economics concept holds that an additional unit of input will produce a smaller amount of output than the previous unit of input? 

ANSWER: law of diminishing returns (accept diminishing margins)

Third period, 15 toss-ups, 10 points each

1.
Members of the genus bufo are these creatures. Like salamanders, they have special glands that excrete a poisonous substance. The substance secreted by the Sonoran desert one is a hallucinogen. What common amphibian is associated with warts but never with frogs? 

ANSWER:
toad
2.
The original meaning of this character served the same purpose as the NOP (n-o-p) statement in Assembly – when sent to a printer, absolutely nothing happened. However, in today’s computer world it shows the end of strings. Name this special character which in the C++ programming language is shown as \0 (backslash-zero).

ANSWER: null terminator (accept “null character” as well, prompt on “terminator”)
3.
He hoped to marry Rose, but Badrang the Tyrant killed her. Later in life, he defeated the evil wildcat Tsarmina, freeing the Mossflower Woods. His sword, Ratdeath, is used by many great heroes, including Mattias, and he frequently appears in dreams to his fellow mice. What great warrior of Brian Jacques’ (jah-KWEEZ) Redwall series shares his name with the founder of Lutheranism?

ANSWER: Martin the Warrior

4.
He was the son of a nun accidentally locked up in a hospital for the criminally insane.  He married a woman named Loretta, but killed her when she found out that he tortured and murdered twenty children in Springwood.  Burned to death by neighbors, what killer was given the power to turn bad dreams into reality, and was played by Robert Englund in “The Nightmare on Elm Street” horror films?

ANSWER:  Freddy Krueger

5.
Its name comes from the mixing of two kanji (KAHN-jee): one meaning “way” and the other meaning “spirits” or “gods.” Spirits known as kami and the sun-goddess Amateratsu (ah-mah-tay-RAH-tsoo) are part of what former state religion of Japan?

ANSWER: Shinto
6.
Towards the end of his life, he produced the album Viviparous (vih-vih-PAH-rus) Quadrupeds of North America. To produce his work, he used fine shot to minimize damage to the animals he hunted and then drew them. What scientist and artist, known as “The American Woodsman,” is best known for his work, Birds of America? 

ANSWER: John James Audubon (oh-doo-BAWN)

7.
Take the polynomial, 5x plus x squared minus 2x to the fifth plus 4x cubed. What is the degree of that polynomial?

ANSWER: five
8.
This union was prominent in West Virginia’s “Redneck War” that started with the Matewan Massacre of 1920 and went on strike nationwide in the aftermath of the Harlan County War of 1973. CIO founder John L. Lewis was also a leader of what union formed in 1890 by a merger of the Knights of Labor Trade Assembly number 135 and the National Progressive Union of Miners and Mine Laborers? 

ANSWER: United Mine Workers of America (accept UMW or UMWA)

9.
This man’s wife admits, before dying, that he “isn’t – practical.” The woman that is in love with him for 1,000 pages finally realizes that, “I loved something I made up, something that’s just as dead as Melly is.” In the climactic final scene, Rhett describes him as a “gentleman caught in a world he doesn’t belong in.” What character in Gone With the Wind is, until the very end, the object of affection for Scarlett O’Hara? 

ANSWER: Ashley Wilkes
10.
The football huddle actually originated at this University, because the team feared that opponents could read their signs.  Chartered by Congress in 1864, the sitting President of the US serves as the school's patron.  What is this Washington, DC university where protests occurred earlier this year following the selection of Jane Fernandes to be the University's next president, because she is not deaf?

ANSWER: Gallaudet (gal-YOU-det) University

11.
This letter is assigned to the first electron orbital, which can contain only two electrons. What letter is also the symbol for the element with atomic number 16?

ANSWER:
s
12.
Samuel Baker first opened this auction house in 1744. It was named for his nephew John, and with offices in both New York and London, has sold four of the 5 most expensive paintings of all time.  What is this auction house which routinely competes with Christie's?

ANSWER: Sotheby's

13.
Most credit cards do not have this on cash advances, and most student loans provide one for six months after graduation. What name is given to a period, usually two or three weeks, on which a payment is not required on a debt? 

ANSWER: grace period
14.
It was the name of an Indian tribe that merged with the Sauk in the 1760s, and is also associated with the Japanese kitsune (kee-TSOO-nay) spirit. It also refers to a shrewd person or to an attractive woman. A vixen is the female of what animal associated with the word “vulpine,” that often comes in gray and red varieties?

ANSWER: fox
15.
A study in 2003 revealed that he was the possible ancestor of about 0.5% of all the world’s men. He defeated the kingdom of Xia (shee-uh), the Jin (chin) dynasty, the Kara Khitai and the Khwarezmid (kwah-REZ-mid) Empire in a series of campaigns between 1206 and 1220. Temujin (teh-MEW-jinn) was the birth name of what great Mongol ruler? 

ANSWER: Genghis Khan
Spare questions 

Be sure to mark off questions as they are used. Replace, when possible, a discarded question with a spare in that area (i.e. science for science, English for English, etc.) 

1.
Around 1760 BC, he destroyed an invading Elamite army, and turned his attention to conquest. He then conquered the remnants of the empire Shamshi-adad (shahm-SHEE-ah-dahd) built. What ruler, however, is better known for erecting a stela (STEE-luh) and inscribing on it a code of laws for his city of Babylon? 

ANSWER: Hammurabi (hah-moo-RAH-bee)

2.
In 2004, the State Department dropped this font for official communications and replaced it with Times New Roman. IBM’s Bud Kettler designed this font, and its “New” variant, for use in typewriters. What popular monospace font was nearly released with the name “Messenger?”

ANSWER: Courier New

3.
The Andromeda Galaxy is a notable exception, though almost all bodies in space display what symptom of the Doppler effect, experienced when a detector receives increased wavelengths of electromagnetic radiation compared with those emitted by the source?

ANSWER: redshift
4.
His mistress is the giantess Jarnsaxa, while the goats Tanngrisni and Tanngnost pull his chariot.  Ultimately, he meets his end at Ragnarok through the poison of the Midgard Serpent, whom he kills during that battle.  Name this Norse god of thunder, the son of Jord and Odin, who carries a giant hammer.

ANSWER:  Thor
5.
THIS IS A COMPUTATION QUESTION.  What is the cube root of negative 343 plus the positive square root of 64?

ANSWER:
one
All questions ©2006 by the question writers. Unauthorized use, as described on the first page of this document, is prohibited.

